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[bookmark: _jt0feqp52icx]WELCOME & PURPOSE
Bible Camp exists to provide a Christ-centered environment where young people can grow spiritually, build meaningful relationships, and experience joy through worship, learning, and recreation. Our desire is to be led by the Holy Spirit in all planning and activities, guided by the authority of Scripture.
This handbook is designed to support—not replace—the Holy Bible. The guidelines that follow are intended to create a safe, respectful, and encouraging environment for campers, counselors, and staff.

[bookmark: _ekqeaedmmubl]PURPOSES OF BIBLE CAMP
Bible Camp exists to:
1. Share the gospel and encourage unsaved individuals to place their faith in Jesus Christ.
2. Teach young people biblical truth in engaging and age-appropriate ways.
3. Encourage believers toward a daily, growing relationship with Christ.
4. Provide wholesome recreation and fellowship in a Christian environment.
Staff & Counselor Expectations
All counselors and staff must be professing Christians, active in church life, and members in good standing of a Baptist church. Each must be recommended by their pastor via the Staff Registration Form.

[bookmark: _etantm9ym794]
[bookmark: _2sveyhan03w5]MODESTY & DRESS GUIDELINES
Bible Camp values modesty, respect, and appropriateness in dress for all participants. Clothing should support a comfortable, distraction-free environment where everyone can focus on worship, learning, and fellowship.
[bookmark: _gfpff0giprbz]General Guidelines
· Skirts and dresses should be no more than 1 inch above the knee.
· Shorts should extend longer than the length of fingertips.
· Tops should fully cover the torso.
· Clothing with offensive language, images, or messages is not permitted.
[bookmark: _79oawtms5lsg]Specific Guidelines
· Females: No strapless tops, halter tops, or spaghetti straps.
· Males: No muscle shirts or altered T-shirts.
[bookmark: _fqwtnn1xobyq]Swim Attire
· Females: Swimsuits must be covered with a non-white T-shirt and shorts.
· Males: Swimsuits must be worn with a non-white T-shirt and appropriate swim shorts or trunks.
If clothing does not meet camp guidelines, counselors will kindly assist campers in changing.

[bookmark: _j0lct1iyr96a]VISITORS
Visitors are welcome. Any visitor staying overnight must complete a registration form and pay the applicable lodging fee. Visitors participating in meals are asked to pay a nominal fee.

[bookmark: _4dexzdctb83y]STAFF ROLES & RESPONSIBILITIES
[bookmark: _41ltzdbcetqk]Bible Camp Committee
· Prayerfully plan, conduct, and evaluate Bible Camp.
· Ensure camp operates according to this handbook.
· Update policies as needed to remain consistent with Scripture.
· Select and approve all camp leadership and staff.
[bookmark: _sns5tks1dc5w]
[bookmark: _d3gociilaufh]Associational Missionary / Director
· Serve as spiritual advisor to the Bible Camp Committee.
· Act as liaison between churches and camp leadership.
· Manage registration, fees, and funding.
· Be present during camp and support all operations, including legal concerns if needed.
[bookmark: _7uc5704bnxdp]Camp Director
· Oversee daily operations and ensure camper safety.
· Maintain order and address disciplinary concerns.
· Communicate with counselors and staff regarding emergencies.
· Make time-sensitive decisions when necessary.
[bookmark: _kqwhntae1t60]Assistant Camp Director
· Support the Camp Director as assigned.
· Assist with counselor training and camper concerns.
· Serve as liaison between campers, counselors, and leadership.
[bookmark: _gcf0w6vbm4xr]Camp Pastor
· Lead worship services and extend invitations.
· Provide spiritual guidance and support throughout the week.
· Assist counselors with spiritual conversations and devotions.
[bookmark: _fgsvskhi6ttq]Missionary
· Share experiences from the mission field through engaging presentations.
· Teach age-appropriate lessons promoting missions awareness.
[bookmark: _9feua23sza6]Bible Study Teachers
· Lead daily Bible study sessions by age and gender groups.
· Present lessons that are biblically sound and engaging.
[bookmark: _lyoqkkyl5uqs]Music (Sing-spiration) Leaders
· Lead worship music and help set a Christ-centered atmosphere.
[bookmark: _r3u9778phlnd]
[bookmark: _pskm14g7as14]Lifeguard
· Maintain safety at the swimming pool.
· Must be properly certified.
[bookmark: _mudhjj2k1k5r]Camp Nurse
· Manage medications and medical needs.
· Maintain accurate medical records.
· Communicate concerns with camp leadership.
[bookmark: _1q62comkj9a3]Recreation Director
· Plan and oversee recreational activities.
· Coordinate supplies and additional support staff.

[bookmark: _1o63jrh4hxlt]COUNSELORS & STAFF
Counselors and staff are selected prayerfully and carefully. All must:
· Complete training prior to camp.
· Pass background checks.
· Maintain a counselor-to-camper ratio of no more than 1:7.
· Model Christlike behavior at all times.
Counselors supervise campers at all times and provide spiritual, emotional, and physical support throughout the week.

[bookmark: _7o8cj9rwboio]CAMPER GUIDELINES
To ensure a safe and meaningful experience:
· Campers must travel to and from camp on FBBA transportation unless written permission is provided.
· Personal belongings should be clearly labeled.
· Campers may not leave cabins without a counselor.
· Campers are expected to participate in activities and help keep cabins clean.
[bookmark: _nu8isqucvix8]
[bookmark: _888e5ddsyvyu]Electronics
Bible Camp encourages campers to be fully engaged with God, worship, activities, and fellowship throughout the week. Cell phones and electronic devices may be brought to camp but should remain in cabins during scheduled services, Bible study, meals, and activities unless otherwise permitted by camp leadership or counselors.
Campers are responsible for their own belongings. Bible Camp, staff, and the French Broad Baptist Association are not responsible for lost, stolen, or damaged electronic devices. Counselors may temporarily collect devices if they become a distraction or are used inappropriately.
In case of emergency, parents may still contact camp leadership directly.
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[bookmark: _3wk3us28uk1g]Behavior & Respect
· Campers are expected to treat others with kindness and respect.
· Romantic or intimate physical contact is not permitted. Appropriate interactions and encouragement are expected.
· Practical jokes, towel popping, or unsafe behavior are not allowed.

[bookmark: _48dnz44b8pgn]SAFETY & DISCIPLINE
Discipline is handled with grace, consistency, and care. Repeated or serious behavior concerns may result in a camper being sent home. Corporal punishment is never permitted.

[bookmark: _y4qp8zwhi7w5]DAILY SCHEDULE
(Schedule remains largely unchanged and is provided to ensure structure, balance, and adequate rest.)
Morning devotion, worship, Bible study, recreation, meals, and evening services are intentionally planned to support spiritual growth and community.
Lights out is at 10:00 p.m. to ensure adequate rest.
[bookmark: _64y5b8nh8802]REGISTRATION & FEES
All campers and staff must be registered prior to camp. Forms must include parent or guardian signatures. Fees are due by the stated deadline. Some churches may assist with fees—please check locally.
LOCATION
The Oaks Retreat
90 Stanley Lane
Greeneville, TN 37743
Directions from Marshall: Highway 208 to Tennessee state line and continue toward Greeneville for about 15 minutes Turn Right onto Highway 351 North and continue for 2.8 miles Turn right onto Sunnydale Road and continue for 4.1 miles Turn right onto Greene Mtn Road (just past rock church) and continue for .8 miles Turn left onto Camp Joshua Road at The Oaks Retreat 

[bookmark: _99wn53mwtouz]FINAL NOTES
· Everyone attending camp pays a registration fee.
· Visitors are welcome—please notify us if you plan to join meals.
· Please pray for Bible Camp and consider joining us each year.
For questions, contact:
French Broad Baptist Association
📞 (828) 689-2845


