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Look ahead and remember that faith is always pointed
toward the future.
The start of a new school year is the traditional time to take stock of our lives and see where we are going, measured against the
backdrop of where we have been. I do want to talk about the past and the future, with an eye toward any time of transition and
change in our lives—and those moments come virtually every day.
As a scriptural theme for this discussion, I have chosen Luke 17:32, where the Savior cautions, “Remember Lot’s wife.” What did
He mean by such an enigmatic little phrase? To find out, we need to do as He suggested. Let’s recall who Lot’s wife was.
The story, of course, comes to us out of the days of Sodom and Gomorrah, when the Lord, having had as much as He could stand
of the worst that men and women could do, told Lot and his family to flee because those cities were about to be destroyed.
“Escape for thy life,” the Lord said. “Look not behind thee … ; escape to the mountain, lest thou be consumed” (Genesis 19:17;
emphasis added).
With less than immediate obedience and more than a little negotiation, Lot and his family ultimately did leave town but just in
the nick of time. The scriptures tell us what happened at daybreak the morning following their escape:
“The Lord rained upon Sodom and upon Gomorrah brimstone and fire from the Lord out of heaven;
“And he overthrew those cities” (Genesis 19:24-25).
My theme comes in the next verse. Surely, with the Lord’s counsel—“look not behind thee”—ringing clearly in her ears, Lot’s
wife, the record says, “looked back,” and she was turned into a pillar of salt (see verse 26).
Just what did Lot’s wife do that was so wrong? As a student of history, I have thought about that and offer a partial answer.
Apparently, what was wrong with Lot’s wife was that she wasn’t just looking back; in her heart she wanted to go back. It would
appear that even before she was past the city limits, she was already missing what Sodom and Gomorrah had offered her. As
Elder Neal A. Maxwell (1926–2004) of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles once said, such people know they should have their
primary residence in Zion, but they still hope to keep a summer cottage in Babylon.
It is possible that Lot’s wife looked back with resentment toward the Lord for what He was asking her to leave behind. We
certainly know that Laman and Lemuel were resentful when Lehi and his family were commanded to leave Jerusalem. So it isn’t
just that she looked back; she looked back longingly. In short, her attachment to the past outweighed her confidence in the
future. That, apparently, was at least part of her sin.
As a new school year begins and we try to benefit from a proper view of what has gone before, I plead with you not to dwell on
days now gone nor to yearn vainly for yesterdays, however good those yesterdays may have been. The past is to be learned
from but not lived in. We look back to claim the embers from glowing experiences but not the ashes. And when we have learned
what we need to learn and have brought with us the best that we have experienced, then we look ahead and remember
that faith is always pointed toward the future. Faith always has to do with blessings and truths and events that will yet be
constructive in our lives.
So a more theological way to talk about Lot’s wife is to say that she did not have faith. She doubted the Lord’s ability to give her
something better than she already had. Apparently, she thought that nothing that lay ahead could possibly be as good as what
she was leaving behind.
To yearn to go back to a world that cannot be lived in now, to be immortally dissatisfied with present circumstances and have
only dismal views of the future, and to miss the here and now and tomorrow because we are so trapped in the there and then
and yesterday are some of the sins of Lot’s wife.
After the Apostle Paul reviewed the privileged and rewarding life of his early years—his birthright, education, and standing in
the Jewish community—he says to the Philippians that all of that was “dung” compared to his conversion to Christianity. He
says, and I paraphrase, “I have stopped fuming about ‘the good old days’ and now eagerly look toward the future ‘that I may
apprehend that for which Christ apprehended me’” (see Philippians 3:7-12). Then come these verses:
“This one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before,
“I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 3:13-14).
No Lot’s wife here. No looking back at Sodom and Gomorrah here. Paul knows it is out there in the future, up ahead wherever
heaven is taking us, that we will win “the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.”
So, as you move into this new school year look ahead not behind and find the prize for which your Lord has called you to.

It is almost time for the annual Daughter of the King Retreat. Invitations were sent out a few weeks ago and we
could not be more excited about everything that we have planned this year! The Daughter of the King will take
place on September 8th. If you are new to our church or do not know much about the retreat, it is for the young
ladies in our church who are in the 6th-12th grades. We take the entire day to encourage and love on our young
ladies by sharing the many truths in God’s Word that are essential to becoming a woman of God. In the past we
have had several themes including, being a princess of a King and being a pineapple, this year we are excited
about what we have planned, but as many of you know we can not share the details yet!! A part of making sure
the girls feel extra special and loved is not spilling any details about the retreat before it happens. We would like
to ask that you would join us in prayer for this special event. You can pray specifically for the young ladies in our
church to come to know God more deeply through this experience and pray for those leaders who are involved
in putting this event together. Thank you all so much for providing us the opportunity to put together this special day for our girls!

Greetings from Astoria!
We’re excited to be a host site this year for the Coats for the City December 1. On July 23, we had a great meeting with Victor Tucker,
Career Pathways Manager for Urban Upbound. This organization is located in the Astoria Houses- one of the NYC Housing Authority
locations and the one closest to us. Urban Upbound assists residents with a variety of skills and helps them find employment. Our coat
distribution site will be inside the community center of the Astoria Houses. The leadership was so pleased about this event. We’re very
excited about our new relationship with Urban Upbound and look forward to more opportunities to minister there.
Currently we have a team of 17 here from First Baptist Church in Mocksville! We told them they were our guinea pigs as we have them
doing a variety of ministries in our area plus coordinating transportation, food etc… They all have a great attitude and you should see
them fitting into our apartment each night for debrief and Bible study.
On Saturday, July 28th we fly to Ft. Worth to visit the kids and grandkids! The Kilbys are there for 2 weeks so we will all overlap about 5
days. It’s the first time we’ve all been together in 2 years. We are very excited to be with everyone.
Thank you for your prayers!
Randy and Debbie

Dear Friends,
The completion of work around our church and new bus garage is getting closer every day. In a short while, we will begin work on our new
multi-purpose building. It is exciting to see all that already has been done and it is also exciting to think about what is still to come. Thank
you to everyone who has donated time, money and prayers toward this expansion. Without you, this would not be possible. And without
God, nothing would be possible. May all our efforts bring glory to His name.
As I write this, our Acteens are getting ready to go to Puerto Rico. They will be working hard physical labor, helping the people of that country to continue to pick up the pieces of their lives that have been hit hard by the hurricanes that devastate that island. Pray for them as they
go. I am proud of them for wanting to do such important mission work. May God use them to share Jesus with the people they meet.
Congratulations to Kyle Lloyd, who will celebrate his one-year anniversary with as on August 26. Give him an encouraging word when you
see him. We are happy to have him, Emily and Harper as a part of our church family.
God is good, and it is exciting to see His hand at work in our church. We’ve had many visitors this summer and He is dealing with hearts of
several people in our congregation. Since our Vacation Bible School, we have had 10 people join with our church family. Three moved their
membership: Heather and Grant Norrod, and Amanda McCrickard. Seven made their professions of faith and are candidates for baptism: Amy Shook, Finley Barlow, Brooklyn Stanley, Anna, Abby, and Jennifer and Jason Buchanan.
Our attendance this summer has been up compared to last summer and our support has been very good. Thank you for being a part of our
church family and for supporting our ministry. We’ve had some wonderful services these past few weeks. Praise God from Whom all blessings flow! Remember our nominating committee and let God lead you to “YOUR” place of service in our church’s ministry. Please keep inviting friends and neighbors, keep praying for your church staff, keeping loving God and others, and let’s keep growing in our faith. I love
you all in Christ.
Thank you for all your love and support. Hope to see you Sunday with a Bible in your hand and a smile on your face.
From my heart,
Pastor Gordon

“Humble Service”

If you can make life brighter for just one soul each day;
If you can bring some sunshine into someone’s dark way;
If you by word or action can make one life less drear,
Someone will be the better because God placed you here.
If you can speak of Jesus to just one erring heart;
If you to someone downcast fresh courage can impart;
If you by word or action can lesson someone’s pain
Or bring some soul to Jesus, you will not have lived in vain.
(Lillian G. Heard)

Every Christian should agree on the necessity of reaching out to the world
with the Good News of Jesus Christ.
I know that passion is in DSBC, that is why they formed the Evangelism Outreach Committee (EVOC).
Hi, I'm Angela Pelotte the chair of this committee for the past seven years. I don't know how many of you know what all we have done
and what we are going to do moving forward. Our goal as an Evangelism Outreach committee is two fold, as our name suggest. First, is
the Evangelism part; which is the act of spreading the gospel (Good News), to teach the message of salvation to the community in which
we live and work. Secondly, is the Outreach part; which implies action to reach out into the surrounding community. In reaching out we
are opening doors that normally would be closed to us.
We have been utilizing servant Evangelism to open hearts, so that when we start telling about the Good News they don't immediately
slam the door. To accomplish this, we have over the last five years offered you opportunities to show God's love through; giving to local
businesses, supporting local fire fighters, supporting local law enforcement, offering free movie nights for you to bring a friend, the guest
welcome packets which give them not only material on DSBC, but, also some information on Jesus, using the RACK'ed (Random Acts of
Christian Kindness) cards on the tables, the banners welcoming people to our doors, prayer on the porch and prayer walks. This year we
are going to the next step with not only action, but the spreading the Good News. EVOC are going to be inviting the local Fire Fighters &
Law Enforcement here to DSBC for an event where they will hear more about the love we have shown them and why we have loved on
them so. We are also going to have a Saturday Night Cruise-in with a drive in Movie for the community to attend where we will be sharing the love of Jesus in action and word. This will be a great opportunity to spread the gospel. We will have more opportunities for you to
bring friends out to movie nights where you can let them see a good Christian movie that shows them real life examples of God's amazing
love.
As a committee we are excited about doing the work to which we are all called and we invite you to be apart of it. Come bring a friend
let them know there is a God who loves them, who died for them, who conquered the grave so that they could live forever with
Him. What better gift could we give than that.

Hey Parents!
I’m in your corner. Within the coming months we will be launching a new Parent class called “Parent Corner.” This class will be to help
strengthen each other in this crazy calling we have in fatherhood and motherhood.
So for the news letter this month I want to give you a brief challenge this month as you’re praying for your child.
Your teen is called to be a missionary. Now, before you start packing his/her bags for Africa, catch what the word missionary really means.
It is simply one who has been sent on a mission. Every teen who has accepted Christ as Savior (and every person in the world) is subject to
the mission that Jesus lays out in Matthew. This commissioning prayer of Jesus is not a suggestion but a command to “go and make
disciples.” Are you equipping and empowering your child to fulfill the greatest calling he/she will ever receive? The word nations in Greek is
ethnos, which could just as easily be translated people groups or people. This commission can be lived out in the very place he/she is
stepping foot right now
Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in
Pray this commissioning prayer over your child today.

heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey
everything I have commanded you. And surely I am
with you always, to the very end of the age.”
Matthew 28:18-20

Jesus,
I know all authority on heaven and earth has been given to you. Therefore, I pray that as
___________________ goes out to ________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
that he/she will make it a mission to make disciples of all people, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the son and of the Holy
Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything you have commanded us. And Lord, may ________________ know with certainty that you are
with him/her always, to the very end of the age.
Amen.

There will be
opportunities in
sanctuary after
service on 8/5 &
8/12 to register
with the DSBC
team. See Holly,
Leigh or Leslie to
get registration
forms.

To make your life saving appointment, please visit redcrossblood.org & enter: DudleyShoals or call the Church
office.
Volunteers will be needed for the Greeter & Canteen during the hours of 2:30 – 7:00pm during 1 hour intervals.
We will also need volunteers to help move tables in the
fellowship hall earlier in the day to prepare for their arrival and volunteers to help unload and reload the truck.
If you would like to volunteer please contact the church
office at 396-7300.

It’s not quite officially “fall” yet, but cold
weather isn’t too far in the future.
DSBC is making plans for the “Coats for
the City” Coat drive and is collecting new
and gently-used clean coats for all ages.
Our goal is 240 coats
Boxes to drop off coats will be located at
the Welcome Center and nursery areas.
Coats will be collected
until October 17th and
distribution will be
announced later.
If you would like to go
with the team to
deliver “Coats for the
City” let Scott Volz or
Pastor Kyle know.

Children’s pool
party 6pm GF Rec.

