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I recently saw this quote, "No one can go back and start a new 

beginning, but anyone can start today and make a new 

ending" (Unknown). I really began to think about that statement. The 

conclusion was that we don't start over; but we begin again right 

where we are, making things better in our lives. 

As a believer in Christ, it is not about saying I will do this and I won't 

do that and then dropping the idea or falling short. It is more about asking the Lord to help us each day, to fall deeper and deeper in 

love with Him. This way our focus will be set on the things of heaven and not on all this earthly stuff. 

If I were to make a New Year resolution, it would be to have a deeper commitment, a deeper love, and a deeper worship for the Lord. 

In the beginning of this past year, He spoke to me in that still small voice in prayer and said, "I am more than enough. I am more than 

enough in every area of your life." He also said to tell others the same thing. 

This year I am determined to make Him my all and all. He wants our undivided attention in spite of the distractions and temptations 

that lie waiting around the corner. He has to be our main focus. 

How we will end this year will be determined by how we started it. Did we want to get more "INTIMATE" with the lover of our soul? I 

looked up the word intimacy and the meaning is to be close, familiar, very personal and private. 

Do you want a new ending this year? How do you want the ending of your life? If you're not a Christian, please know that this could 

be the best New Year of your life. Your life can be filled with hope and peace. To know what the ending will be is an extra bonus. Why 

should every year be the same as the one before with nothing really changing? After all, the New Year resolutions may or may not get 

accomplished. 

If you are a Christian and you feel stagnate in your relationship with the Lord, then now is the time to rekindle the love affair with 

Him. He calls us to Himself and says, "Come away my beloved." Can you hear Him? He is tugging at your heart. The real ending in our 

life will be when Jesus says well done my good and faithful servant. That statement will be for someone who took the time to get to 

know Him, love Him, and that obediently followed Him. 

Note from Kyle 

 

As Christmas winds down and as the New Year is upon us; all I can keep thinking of is how blessed by God we all are. For many of us 2017 

brought about a lot of new and exciting changes. For some of us it’s been a pretty rough year and you probably can’t wait till 2018 gets here. 

Nonetheless no matter where you lie in that spectrum let me reassure you God still has blessed you and has a far greater plan for your life 

then you could ever imagine.  

 

 

2018 is going to be an exciting year for Dudley Shoals Youth. There are a lot of plans that are currently in the works that I can’t wait to share 

with you about. I cannot wait to COME together to GROW in Him and to SERVE others along the way.  

 

God Bless and have an amazing 2018   

New Beginnings 
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For two years the properties committee along with the deacons have been in discussion about 

the need to renovate the kitchen/fellowship hall area.  In October the deacons asked the 

properties committee to move forward with the plan. On November 5th the properties 

committee met with 9 members of different groups within the church to put together the best layout 

for the kitchen.  All the members present at this meeting liked the purposed layout and plans for renovation.  The 

plan was taken to the finance committee asking for another $20,000 to implement, and to added to the money already set 

aside for this purpose for a total proposed renovation budget of $40,000.  The plan and financial part were then presented to the 

church body on December 10th, it was past with a majority vote.  

 

Below you will find an illustration of the proposed layout of the kitchen area.  Demolition on the kitchen/fellowship hall will begin the 

first week of January.   

In addition, to the new wiring and plumbing a better exhaust/ventilation system for the kitchen, it will be installed to take care of the 

heat.  Altogether, the plan is to strip everything out of the kitchen ceiling, cabinets, old appliances, and sink.   Within the new layout you 

will see the kitchen sink is moved to the back of the kitchen and is a triple sink for more space to wash large items, the reason for moving 

it to the back of the kitchen is so that a pump can be installed in the adjoining room and to make for easier maintenance in the 

future.  Also, you will see that the two sides mirror one another and have 6 burner stoves for more cooking space.  The tables in the 

middle are stainless steel, free standing and mobile for your convince  during prep and cleaning of the area.  Also, the stainless steel 

tables on along the walls will have a back-splash on them to help with cleanliness.   

 

The properties committee believes and hopes to have the kitchen/fellowship renovation completed by Valentine's Day so that the 

SweetHeart Banquet can be held on February 17th. We are asking that you have patience with us as we do the work on the kitchen/

fellowship hall, we believe that you will be very pleased with the renovation.   



 Dear Friends, 

I can’t say enough good things about the Christmas programs.  Both the cantata and the children’s programs were wonderful.  From the 

children all the way up through the adults, each group did a great job of presenting the message of Christmas.  I wish everyone could have 

been here to see them.  I would like to express my most heart-felt thanks to each one who had a part: the directors, helpers, instrumental-

ists, narrators, actors, people in the sound booth, and anyone else I might have left out.  Thank you also to the Sunday School classes and 

groups who helped with the Advent wreath each Sunday.  You ALL added so much to our celebration of Christmas as well as to our wor-

ship services.  KEEP UP THE GOOD WORK! 

  

Everybody enjoys receiving Christmas cards.  They let you know that you are remembered and loved.  Thank you for the cards you sent to 

Jo and me during the Christmas holidays.  We are glad to have Dudley Shoals Baptist Church as our home church.  The message of one 

card spoke to my heart so deeply, that I want to share it with you as we begin the new year.  It was written by David Taylor and is entitled 

“His Hands.” 

  

“His hands were soft, small and red on a crisp morn in Bethlehem… 

His hands were strong, calloused and scarred as He fashioned a new chair for home… 

His hands were confident, gentle and firm as He touched the sick and lame… 

His hands were broken, bleeding and bruised as He gave His life away… 

His hands are reaching out to mankind drawing, beckoning and holding us close to the heart of God.” 

  

What will we be doing with our hands during 2018?  Let’s use them to serve our Lord Jesus, and to share His love with others.  

  

Let me also take one more moment to say “Thank You,” for the many ways you have showed your love for Jo and me during the past 

year.  You mean so much to both of us.  May God give us many more Christmases together. 

  

From my heart, 

  

Pastor Gordon 

           

A Note from Pastor Gordon 



Just Be Patient 

Amy Bowman 

 

“Just be patient.” I’m definitely not a fan of that phrase. And just about anyone who knows me well can tell you, I am not a patient person. 
This lack of patience is, I know, a personal flaw and something that I need to pray about and work on. The problem with that is this: I know 

that praying for patience doesn’t mean God Just Be Patient 
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“Just be patient.” I’m definitely not a fan of that phrase. And just about anyone who knows me well can tell you, I am not a patient person. 

This lack of patience is, I know, a personal flaw and something that I need to pray about and work on. The problem with that is this: I know 

that praying for patience doesn’t mean God zaps me with patience. It means I get situations in which I must be patient.  Here lately, it seems 

like maybe God is trying to teach me a little bit about being patient and trusting Him when things seem uncertain. 

  

In turning to His word for comfort, I found God has a lot to say to us about patience. He commands us to be clothed with patience, to be pa-

tient in affliction, to encourage with great patience. His word says that patience is better than pride, that wisdom yields patience and that 

through faith and patience we inherit what has been promised.  Patience is a fruit of the spirit, listed alongside love, peace, faithfulness, joy, 

goodness, gentleness, self-control and kindness. 

  

I guess that means it’s pretty important. But why? We serve an almighty and omnipotent God who is able to do anything. So why doesn’t He 

zap me with patience? Or better yet, why doesn’t He just zap me with answers to my prayers and resolutions for all these situations I bring to 

Him?  I think the answer to that is probably pretty simple. It’s because He wants a relationship with me and He wants me to grow closer to 

Him, and grow stronger in my faith. The situations that try my patience are usually the ones that help me grow spiritually and help me learn 

a bit more about putting my faith and trust in God to take care of all the things I bring to Him in His time and in His way. 

  

As I write this, the year is drawing to a close and I am in the midst of a situation with an unknown outcome that could greatly affect me and 

my family. It’s a situation that is completely out of my control and that I have been fretting over for months. All I can do is “just be patient.” 

It’s been difficult. But along the way, God has constantly reminded me that He is in control. In those moments when I thought I couldn’t 

Colossians 3:12 (NIV) 
Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, 
kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 
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