
2017 THE TOUCH OF JACK FROST  

Are you looking for Jack Frost to sprinkle the earth with 
some icy glitter these days, or perhaps you want a white 
blanket of snow to cover over the world? I know so many 
people dream of a white Christmas. I personally only want 
one snow day when I am sure I can stay inside, curled up 
with a hot mocha latte, hot tea, or hot chocolate. 

Winter is my least favorite time of the year anyway, 
although I like maybe ONE OR TWO cold nights to go out 
shopping to get that fresh air in my lungs. 

I purposely go out on a cold night to see all the lights during 
the Christmas season. I remember six Christmas’s past when 
I took my grandparents out to see the lights at Tanglewood. 
When we got tot he half way point, where the store is, we 
got out and walked around awhile before grandpa got tried. 
I the said we better get in the car and asked them if 
they were cold? They had on gloves, a hat, coat and warm 
pants, but Grandpa pointed to his nose. 

Yes ole Jack Frost was nipping at his nose that night. 

My friend and I discussed just the other day about that first 

Christmas when Christ was born. I wondered what it was like 

if it was really cold, or was it even snowing? Did Jack Frost 

appear on the scene? Imagine Jesus as a tiny baby out in the 

elements of the night in an open stable, lying on straw with 

only a cloth blanket to keep him warm? 

I know that He chose to come to Earth and lie 
in a manager and when I consider Him who 
endured so much plus the ridicule of mankind I 
am determined to keep Christmas alive in my 
heart every moment of every day of the year. I 
can endure any icy cold winter days and nights 
knowing that Jesus paid such a price for me. 

In the song The First Noel we know the 

shepherds heard the angel’s story and followed 

a star to right where our Savior was lying in a 

manger, in a stable because there was no room 

anywhere for Him. The shepherds looked up 

and saw a star shining bright on that cold 

winter’s night. 

Save the Date!! 
March 16-18, 2018 
 
Coming soon is a the next step 
in the Lay Renewal 
Journey.  Save the date for a 
great spiritual experience.  The 
Prayer Empowering Weekend 
is the fourth step in the typical 
Church Renewal Journey. It is 
a time when the church 
separates itself from the world 
for a weekend of fervent prayer 
and seeking the Lord for 
direction and empowerment 
for whatever the Lord has for 
your church. You may 
experience one of the most 
awesome weekends of your 
Christian life. Whether you are 
a layperson or a Pastor, the 
Church Renewal Journey could 
be a spiritual turning point for 
you as well as a time of great 
closeness between the Holy 
Spirit and your church. So 
mark it on your calendar and 
come to a weekend full of the 
God's blessings.  



The Body 

Galatians 6:2-3) Bear one 
another’s burdens, and thereby 
fulfill the law of Christ. For if 
anyone thinks he is something 
when he is nothing, he deceives 
himself. 

  
  
As each one of us come through 
the church doors into the 
sanctuary each Sunday morning 
and file into our pews many 
different emotions can be 
witnessed on people’s faces. Some 
people are happy and smiling 
because they have had a good 
week. Others are smiling to try to 
cover up the hurt or 
disappointment taking place in 
their lives, while others seem sad 
or distant. Our church is 
definitely like a family in the way 
we interact. The church body is 
made up of sinners who do not 
always make the best and most 
Christlike decisions, sometimes 
hurtful words come out and 
relationships become strained. 
Sometimes we are so caught up in 
our own troubles or 
disappointments that we respond 
the wrong way to other people 
that are facing difficulties. But, 
despite our disagreements and 
the tension that sometimes exists 
between fellow members, I truly 
believe that there is a great love 
that flows within our church 
body. Just like in a family, many 
times the people that we love the 
most are the ones that we are the 
hardest on and get the most angry 
with. 
 
I have seen the love of Christ put 
on display and overcome all 
boundaries in our church, many, 
many times. When someone or a 

family is facing a hardship, the 
body of believers here at 
Dudley Shoals forgets petty 
differences and surrounds one 
another in comfort and love. If 
we could just take time on any 
Sunday to forget about 
ourselves and look around the 
congregation we would notice 
that some of our prominent 
church members are aging, 
other members are dealing 
with the death of family 
members, or sickness, or hurt. 
This is a broken world, and in 
that broken world there is 
much pain. I encourage you to 
look around the sanctuary 
Sunday mornings and just pick 
a person and commit to pray 
for them the following week. 
None of us are without need 
and completely self-sufficient, 
we all need prayer. You do not 
need to know any details of 
their life, God already does but, 
I think we greatly 
underestimate how much 
power is in prayer. We can 
make a difference in the lives 
of our brothers and sisters in 
Christ. Just pray for someone. 

man upon this earth as much as that One 
Solitary Life.  (This essay was adapted from a 
sermon by Dr James Allan Francis in “The Real 
Jesus and Other Sermons” © 1926 by the 
Judson Press of Philadelphia (pp 123-124 titled 
“Arise Sir Knight!”). 
  
Of course, that one solitary life was (and is) 
Jesus.  How has He affected your life?  
  
From my family to your family…Merry 
Christmas. 
  
Pastor Gordon 

. 

Out of all the Christmas cards I have ever 
received there was one I will never forget.  On 
the front cover, there was a raised picture of 
the face of Jesus.  And when you opened it, 
these words were written on the inside.  It 
was entitled “One Solitary Life.” 
  
He was born in an obscure village, the child of 
a peasant woman. He grew up in another 
village where He worked in a carpentry shop 
until He was thirty.  Then for three years He 
was an itinerant preacher. While still a young 
man, the tide of popular opinion turned 
against Him.  His friends ran away. One of 
them denied Him.  He was turned over to His 
enemies. He went through the mockery of a 
trial.  He was nailed upon a cross between two 
thieves. While He was dying His executioners 
gambled for the only piece of property that He 
had on earth – His coat.  When He was dead, 
He was laid in a borrowed grave.  
  
He never wrote a book. He never held an 
office. He never owned a home. He never 
went to college. He never traveled more than 
two hundred miles from the place where He 
was born. He never did one of the things that 
usually accompanies greatness. He had no 
credentials but Himself… 
  
Nineteen centuries have come and gone, and 
today He is the centerpiece of the human 
race.  All the armies that ever marched, all the 
navies that were ever built; all the 
parliaments that ever sat, and all the kings 
that ever reigned, have not affected the life of 

A Note from Pastor Gordon 



2017 
 

 

Like every other system and structure (nature, family, government, etc.) on the planet, God 

designed work to bring Him glory. Work was given to us in the Garden before the Fall. Humans 

have corrupted many God-designed things for selfish gain, but that doesn’t make them less 

important to God. For example, our culture has perverted sex to the point where it is difficult 

to see it as the blessing God created it to be. Are we willing to be used by God to bring Him 

glory though our work? What does that look like? We didn’t become Christians and then 

instantly go to heaven.  God has a purpose for us on this earth. That calling is to be on mission 

for God whether we work at a church, school, software company, bank, or in the home. How 

can we validate this calling in the life of people wherever they work each day? Every week the 

Church goes to work. We have to stop compartmentalizing life into “spiritual activities” and 

“work activities.” Church leaders and business people must work together if we are truly going 

to see millions of business people unleashed on mission for God. How are we living examples 

of the gospel while we work?  Regardless of our age or position, everyone is impacted directly 

by the workplace. Our attitude and perspective on work bleeds into how we treat our spouse, 

our kids, and ultimately our understanding of God. In fact, God uses our relationships, 

successes, failures, and experiences at work as a significant tool in our spiritual formation. If 

we work 45 hours per week for 45 weeks a year for 45 years, that’s 91,125 hours spent at work. The 

sheer amount of time we spend at work will impact our view of life.  How can we give business 

people and families a healthy perspective of work that will impact generations to come? In 

addition to providing a place to exercise our individual calling, God uses business and work to 

serve communities. Productive work affects other people. God’s design for work isn’t simply 

that people will earn a paycheck, but that society will benefit from healthy business. How can 

we broaden people’s perspective to not only see the benefit they receive from work, but also see 

the benefit their work brings to their community?  Many people associate worship simply with 

music, but it’s so much bigger. In every attitude, action, and relationship we can demonstrate 

the worth that God is due—that’s worship.  

In the context of work, we can worship God in a variety of ways: through 

obeying God’s command to steward His creation; through our attitude, ethics, 

and excellence in our job; through leveraging resources to generously serve 

those in need; through sharing our faith with co-workers. Ultimately all of our 

“work as worship” is for the purpose of glorifying God and sharing Jesus in word 

and deed with those who don’t know Him.  

How can we challenge people to worship every day and not just during the 20 

minutes of singing on Sunday morning?  In God’s economy, it’s not what you 

can do for God, it’s what He does through you. The business culture can be so 

performance-based that it’s tempting to transfer that mindset into our 

relationship with God. Are we encouraging people to do ministry activities to 

earn God’s favor, or are we challenging them to be used by God in every 

endeavor?  While we can worship through our work, we must not worship our 

work. Our identity is not ultimately in our job but in Christ. Our work is a God-

given opportunity to care for our families, fulfill our calling and bring glory to 

God. How can we help people see work as an opportunity and not an identity?  




