
 
It’s Thanksgiving season! Can you believe it? This year, with all its varied events, is about over! But what a great time 
Thanksgiving is—a time to reflect on the past, examine the present, and look forward to what God has in store for 
the future. Our attitude should echo the frequent refrain of the psalmist: “Oh, give thanks to the Lord, for He is 
good! For His mercy endures forever.” 

One all-encompassing word comes to my mind at this time—Grace! That’s what I am forever thankful for. Looking 
back I realize it was by God’s grace that He reached down to scoop me up from life’s junk pile. It was by grace that 
He enriched me with my wonderful husband, a man who has helped me blossom in virtually every area of my 
life. All this brings indescribable joy to my life! 

And guess what? His grace still abounds right now in the present. Quite frankly, I’m amazed that God uses me for 
His glory. I take great delight in the truth that God “chooses the foolish things of the world”~ 1 Corinthians 1:27 

I’m thankful for more displays of His grace as well—for the God-fearing, servant-hearted members of DSBC He 
allows me to serve alongside. When I look around at the quality servants of God on our staff, I see God’s grace in 
action, working in and through these dedicated men and women. I’m also thankful for those we have the privilege 
of ministering to: people like you! All the faithful ones who attend our services, watch the sermons on DVD, view 
our webpage sermons, log onto our web pages, and read these newsletters…you’re 
all our friends. Your enthusiasm for God’s Word and work is contagious. It 
encourages me to keep at the task. 

And as for the future—it can only get better! As good as things have been so far, the 
best is yet to come! As the words from the wonderful old hymn Amazing Grace 
declare, “‘Tis grace hath brought me safe thus far, and grace will lead me home.” 

This Thanksgiving, let God’s grace stimulate a thankful heart in you. May you be filled 
with confidence because of what God has done and anticipation of what He will do! 

 

His Grace 

The senior group at Dudley Shoals Baptist church is a Christ-filled, 

adventurous and fun-loving group who enjoy learning and sharing 

fellowship.  We have never defined an “age” for admission into this 

group.  Most are 50+ give or take a few years. 

We have some “standard trips” that have become somewhat of a 

tradition.  There is usually a spring picnic and breakfast at Shatley Springs 

as soon as they open for business for the season.  At least twice per year 

DSBC Seniors 



we have an activity at the church where we have 60 to 75 to participate.  Some in our group are not able to participate in 

activities involving travel so we meet at the church so that all may be involved.  We are open to new ideas and suggestions 

for all activities.  Some activities from the past year include shopping, Valdese Trail of Faith, Andy Griffin Museum in Mt. 

Airy, Bolick Pottery, Dixie Classic Fair, Farmer’s Market in Asheville, Southern Supreme Fruitcake Factory in Bear Creek, the 

musical “Ragtime” and The Coves at the Billy Graham Training Center. 

In all we do, we give God the glory that we are able to participate and we thank our church for the financial support for 

the senior budget.  We also want to thank our awesome bus driver! 

A Note from Pastor Gordon, 

 

Let me begin by saying how grateful I am that no one was injured during the tornadoes on 

October 24.  Yes, houses were damaged, many trees were down, and people went without 

electricity for several days, but to the best of our knowledge, no one was injured.  “Thank 

You, Lord.” 

  

Thank you also to those who gave of themselves to help people in this time of need.  It was 

good to see people working together to help cut up trees clearing roads and driveways, 

putting tarps on peoples houses covering a hole in the roof, and more.  On Tuesday, Jo and I went to check on 

people we could get to, to see if they were alright.  Many roads were closed but we were able to get to over a 

dozen homes of some of our church family.  Everyone had stories to tell about how God was with them during the 

storm and that if it had not had been for Him, it could have been much worse.  Again, “Thank You, Lord.” 

  

Our Fall Revival went very well and I really enjoyed having Don Ingle with us.  You must have enjoyed him too, 

because the attendance was great.  (He is doing better after his surgery.  Keep him in your prayers and keep 

sending him cards while he recovers.)  I can’t say “Thank you” enough to all who helped with this week:  the solos, 

the choir, the instrumentalists, those who helped in the nursery, those who did the meal on Wednesday, the 

ushers, Kyle, Teresa and anyone else I missed.  Thank you to all who invited someone to come with you.  Let’s keep 

on inviting.  Let’s keep on bringing.  People need the Lord.  WE need the Lord. 

  

As Thanksgiving approaches, I am reminded of a short devotion I read one time.  I don’t remember the author or 

where I read it, but it goes like this.  “Perhaps many of us need to pause and reflect upon the many things for which 

we need to be thankful but often take for granted.  I often take my health for granted until I have a sickness or 

surgery, then I am reminded of how wonderful it is to have good health.  Thank You, Lord, for my health.  I tend to 

take my family for granted until those times we are separated or when I am with someone who has no one, then I 

remember how much family is worth.  Thank You, Lord for my family.  I sometimes take my job for granted.  Then I 

discover someone who has no job at all or whose job is such that I would never want to have theirs.  Thank You, 

Lord for my job.  I sometimes think my water or electric bill is too high.  Then I discover someone who has no water 

or electricity.  Thank You, Lord, for good water and electricity, even when the bill is high.  I far too often take for 

granted the food I eat.  Then I learn of someone who has no food at all.  Thank You, Lord, that I have food sufficient 

to spare.  I sometimes take my salvation for granted.  Then I talk with someone who is still lost in sin and I am 

reminded of the difference Jesus makes.  Thank You, Lord, for my salvation.  I times I take my church family for 

granted.  Then I learn of someone who has no church, or who has never known what being in church is, or whose 

church is so much less meaningful and satisfying than mine.  Thank You, Lord, for Your church, my church, our 

church.” 



We could list many more things, but that’s enough to make us think.  May we be reminded of a thousand reasons to be 

thankful this month, and may we thank God for them all. 

 

I love you in Christ and I miss you when you are not here.  You are important to our church family. 

  

From my heart, 

 Pastor Gordon  

 

P.S. After I wrote my article I did learn of a utility worker who was killed while trying to help people in need.  Please 

keep his family, as well as all other workers, in your prayers.  

 We Need Your Help 
We are looking for people with a heart for children and reaching out with the 
gospel to them.  

Dudley Shoals Baptist Church is looking into starting up a Good News Club with CEF at 
Dudley Elementary and Oak Hill School, this club will be after school 3-5pm one day a 
week. To be able to under take such a commitment we would need to partner with 
other churches in our area.  This is a great opportunity to not only be on mission in 
our own community but, to give back to the community, by investing in our children 
with the gospel of Christ. This is a very exciting endeavor, and we hope you will come 
be a part of it.   Just so you know how effective Good News club is, the Club in 
Hudson Elementary started last January and over 25 children have received Christ as 
their Savior.   Can we say amen. 
 

What is Good News Club? 

Good News Club® is a ministry of Child Evangelism Fellowship in which trained teachers meet with groups of children in 
schools where the children can easily and safely meet with their parent’s permission. Each week the teacher presents an 
exciting Bible lesson using colorful materials from CEF Press. This action-packed time also includes songs, Scripture 
memory, a missions story and review games or other activities focused on the lesson’s theme. 

As with all CEF ministries, the purpose of Good News Club is to evangelize boys and girls with the Gospel of the Lord Jesus 
Christ and establish (disciple) them in the Word of God and in a local church for Christian living. 
 
The need is great for those who are concerned for boys and girls. These people will work together volunteering their time 
and energy to teach Good News Club. They will be trained by Child Evangelism Fellowship to have a club that is exciting 
and informative so that children will want to keep coming. Teachers are asked to sign the CEF Statement of Faith and 
agree to abide by the policies of the organization. Adults working with the program are screened according to our child 
protection policy. 

We need Shepherds to supervise age groups during the teaching time, Assistant teachers leading songs and games, 

counselors to work with the kids that have accepted Christ, A prayer coordinator to over see a prayer meeting, follow-up 

coordinator to plan a home meeting when a child makes a decision for Christ & a Snack Coordinator to coordinating 

delivering of snacks to club. 

 

If you would like to be apart of this great opportunity, please let Scott Volz know. 



 
Being on the road a lot, I have a lot of time to think. The Lord has been good to me and kept me through a lot of 

things. This is a devotional, it's something hopefully to make you think. What is it that we do with our lives every day. 
We get up in the morning, we shower, brush your teeth, and we get ready for the day. But wait a minute, did we for-

get something. Think just a minute of what you might have forgot. 

In my Line of work, I get up early every morning, and when I say this, I say it as humbly as I can. I read my Bible every 
morning first thing. Then ask the Lord’s blessings for the day, and then I begin my day and pray that the Lord will 
keep my mind and my heart on Him Being human failure is inevitable. But, we have an advocate with the Father, His 
name is Jesus Christ. We can bring our failures, our faults, our questions to Him at any time.  He will forgive if we ask.  
Try to imagine what our lives would be without Him.  Try to read and pray ever day. Not just when you need God but 
every day. You will be surprised. 

 

 
Welcome under the Watch Care of our 
Church in the month of October: 
 
Alan, Amy, Andy, Craig & Maggie Hall 
Michael, Heather, Piper, Stevie, & Carson 
Webb 
Larry & Alice Hill 
Caron Tucker 
Kara Spears 



If you have any dates that need to go on the church calendar, please 
see someone on the church council or pastor Gordon. To prevent 
scheduling conflicts, we would like all dates to go through the council. 
Thank you for your assistance with this.  

Operation Christmas Child Shoe-boxes are due November 29th. 


