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Days of Autumn Past
The autumn of life is a strange mixture of nostalgia,
blessings, and potential. It yields the harvest of seeds we’ve
sown throughout life and braces us for colder days to come.
When life’s autumn arrives, we look back and better
understand the way God led us; but we still have work to
do—the best and fullest. It’s a good transition time.
The seasons come and go, so focus on the God who
remains unchanged and unchanging. “LORD, You have
been our dwelling place in all generations. Before the
mountains were brought forth, or ever You had formed the
earth and the world, even from everlasting to everlasting,
You are God” (Psalm 90:1-2).
There’s a lot of unwelcome change in our world. Moral and
societal changes brother us most when we turn on our
television or glance at the magazines. We’re painfully aware
our kids are growing up in a world far different from the one we knew as
children.
And personal changes—children leaving home, the passing of dear friends, and
the slow, steady decline in our vitality and health. Sometimes we feel outdated at
work.
But amid all the changes, one thing, one person, never changes—our eternal
God. Remember this verse from the hymn “Abide with Me”?
Swift to its close ebbs out life’s little day; Earth’s joys grow dim; its glories pass
away; Change and decay in all around I see; O Thou who changest not, abide
with me.
--Henry F. Lyte
J. I. Packer points out that God does not change. His life is always the same. His
character is always dependable. His truth, ways, and purposes do not change.
His Son does not change. He’s the same yesterday, today, and forever
(Hebrews 13:8).
The Wonderful Blessings of God
The autumn of life is a great time to focus on God’s wonderful blessings—family,
friends, strength, shelter, provision, guidance, care, fruitful ministry, opportunities
to serve, more time to pray and study His Word, and eternal life still to come.

During life’s autumn, we have
a richer perspective and can
count more blessings than
ever before.
A Renewed Commitment to
God
Autumn is a good time to
focus on your commitment to
God. Some of the saddest
words in the Bible are in
Jeremiah 8:20, “The harvest is
past, the summer is ended,
and we are not saved.” If
you’ve never made a
commitment to Jesus Christ,
do it now, while there is still

time.
If you are a follower of Christ,
remember to remain close to
Him during the shifting
seasons of life.

During autumn, we all know that winter lies ahead, but if winter comes, can spring be far
behind?

There was a man who had four sons. He wanted his sons to learn to
not judge things too quickly. So he sent them each on a quest, in
turn, to go and look at a pear tree that was a great distance away.
The first son went in the winter, the second in the spring, the third in
summer, and the youngest son in the fall.
When they had all gone and come back, he called them together to
describe what they had seen.
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The first son said that the tree was ugly, bent, and twisted.
The second son said no – it was covered with green buds and full of
promise.
The third son disagreed, he said it was laden with blossoms that
smelled so sweet and looked so beautiful, it was the most graceful
thing he had ever seen.
The last son disagreed with all of them; he said it was ripe and
drooping with fruit, full of life and fulfillment.
The man then explained to his sons that they were all right, because
they had each seen but one season in the tree’s life.
He told them that you cannot judge a tree, or a person, by only one
season, and that the essence of who they are – and the pleasure, joy,
and love that come from that life – can only be measured at the end,
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when all the seasons are
up.
“ You make known to
me the path of life;
in your presence
there is fullness of joy;
at your right hand
are pleasures forevermore.”
Psalm 16:11
Don’t judge a life by
one difficult season.
Don’t let the pain of
one season destroy
the joy of all the rest.

Come Grow in Sunday School

High Attendance & Revival!!!!
A gentleman laid a piece of food on the table, and then picked
up an ant and placed it on the morsel. He was astonished to see
the little creature rapidly descend by one of the legs of the table
and seek his fellows. They appeared to understand the news. He
then returned to the food, followed by a long train of his fellow
citizens, and conducted them to the prize. Are there not many
who know the sweetness of the Gospel, who might learn a lesson from this ant? If we have tasted and have seen that the Lord
is good, let us now do what we can to lead others into a similar
blessing. And what better time to do just that than High Attendance Sunday October 15th followed by a great revival week with
Rev. Don Ingle. What could be better. So get going and telling all
your friends inviting them to taste and see that the Lord is good.
If you are not in a Sunday School Class and would like to be
check out the classes in our Sunday School directory at http://
dudley-shoals-baptist-church.twenty28cms.co/sunday-schooldirectory or look on the table outside the Sanctuary.

“But He knows the
way that I take;
when he has tried
me, I shall come out as
gold.”
Job 23:10
If you give up when it’s
winter, you will miss
the promise of your
spring, the beauty of
your summer, fulfillment of fall.
“ And

let us not grow

weary of doing good,
for in due season we
will reap, if we do not
give up.”
Galatians 6:9
“For everything God created is good, and nothing is to be rejected if it
is received with thanksgiving,”
1 Timothy 4:4
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Bible verses for
Encouragement for women
“God is within her, she
will not fall.” Psalm 46:5
“She is clothed with
strength and dignity, and
she laughs without fear of
the future.”— Proverbs
31:25
“She opens her mouth
with wisdom, and the
teaching of kindness is on
her tongue.”— Proverbs
31:26
“Don’t worry about
anything, instead, pray
about everything. Tell God
what you need, and thank
Him for all He has
done.”— Philippians 4:6-8
“I praise you because I am
fearfully and wonderfully
made.”— Psalm 139:14
“Let all that you do be
done in love.”— 1
Corinthians 16:14
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Ladies of Grace Women’s Ministry
The Women's Ministry was
formed at DSBC three years
ago when Ariel Smith interned
at DSBC. She saw a need
within the church for women
of DSBC to be closer and to
get to know one another
better. But it's more than that,
women need this closeness to
one another. Now that doesn’t
come as any profound insight
to you, and let me just add a
parenthesis. Women need one
another (and do so men). We
all need that closeness,
right? We were created to be
dependent on God. We're not
self-sufficient. We can't make
it on our own. We're not

designed to be able to make it
on our own. So any effort to
try and make it on our own is
guaranteed to be futile. We
need one another. Am I right?
Do I hear any "amens" to

"women need one another"?
But it's not just how we are created. Beyond that, as a result of sin
in this world, we are all broken people. We are all broken because of
our own foolish sinful choices. We are impacted by the sinful
foolish choices of others some of those choices we have no control.
We sin ourselves. We are impacted by other sinners. Life just
doesn't work and sin makes us all dysfunctional.
There is no shortage of a opportunities for women to help women,
particularly in the context of the local
church. Ariel saw this need and started what
is now Ladies of Grace Women's
Ministry. Every year they have continued to
hold events such as the Ladies Tea Parties,
Mother/Daughter Banquets, the Women's
summer Bible Study, Daughter of the King,
and most recently the Women's coffee
house. All of these events are designed for
everyone of DSBC to get to know one
another better to form relationships with
each other and to help you as women to
reach out to the women of DSBC and help
them in their hour of need. For all women
there is always a season of life that them in
a position of needing help from close
friends, sometimes when you don't know others it is hard to go
through this season. But, with the Women's ministry their goal is to
help women get to know their sisters in Christ and know that they
can depend on the women at DSBC for that help, encouragement, &
comfort.

“Send a great revival, Lord, and let it begin
in me.”

A Note From the Pastor
Let me begin by saying, “Thank you,” for
giving to the Hurricane Relief Offering. We
received (and sent on to the Caldwell Baptist
Association) $2,626.00. The goal for our
association was $10,000. At this time I do
not know the final amount received. Every
penny of this offering will go to help the
victims of both Hurricanes Harvey and Irma.
I cannot thank you enough for your
generosity to help those in need. You show
God’s love as you give.
Don’t forget our Fall Revival on October 1518. Rev. Don Ingle will be our guest speaker
and it will be good to have him back with us.
That Sunday morning, October 15, is also our
High Attendance Day in Sunday School.
Make sure to be here and invite someone to
come with you. Let’s start revival off by
filling God’s house for both Sunday School
and worship.

plan will fail. Let them give themselves to
PRAYER for REVIVAL until God opens the
heavens and comes down. Let them put
themselves at God’s disposal to use as He
sees fit in winning others to Christ. That is
all. This is sure to bring REVIVAL.” Will you
join me in prayer for our revival? Will you
join me in being available for God to use in
reaching the lost, ministering to the sick, and
reclaiming the inactive? Join me in saying,
“Send a great revival, Lord, and let it begin in
me.”
The best definition of revival that I’ve ever
heard was said by Vance Havner. He said,
“Revival is the church falling in love with
Jesus all over again.”

From my heart,
Pastor Gordon

One day a lady asked the great preacher,
Billy Sunday, "Why do you keep having
revivals when it doesn't last?" He asked her,
"Why do you keep taking baths?"
Do we need revival? We ALL need revival.
But will it come? Dr. R. A. Torrey, the
humble soul winning preacher of a past
generation, has said, “Let a few Christians
get thoroughly right with God themselves.
This is a prime essential. If not done, the
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