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For the mountains shall depart, and the hills 
be removed; but My kindness shall not depart 
from thee, neither shall the covenant of My 
peace be removed, saith the Lord that hath 
mercy on thee. Isiah 45:10 

Sometimes the grandest revelations come 
through confrontation. Why did God bring 
the Israelites to the Red Sea? You might think 
it was solely to escape Pharaoh’s horsemen, 
hot on their trail. In a practical sense, yes. But 
more so, it was for the Israelites to have a 
confrontation with Him and discover His 
greatness and deliverance. 

Many times the things we think are tragedies 
and problems are God’s way of drawing us to 
Himself. God shuts this door; God 
shuts that door…it seems that there’s no way 
out. 

That’s when we must cling to the fact that 
God makes Himself known to us in the storm 
and He plants His footsteps in the sea. 

Are you standing at the edge of your “Red 

Sea”? Have you stopped to consider that this 

could be your Father drawing you to Himself 

by the only way He knew He could get your 

attention? The God who parted the Red Sea 

and stilled the surface of Galilee is the One 

Who is your Shepherd. 

Are You Standing on the Edge? 



 
Dear Friends, 

  

As I write this note, neither the Endure Race (September 28th) nor the “Bring a Friend to Church 

Day” (September 29th) have taken place.  But let me go ahead and say, “Thank You” to all who helped make 

these two events possible.  We couldn’t do what we do without you. 

  

Pray for the Franklin Graham “Decision America: Tar Heel State Tour.”  October 1 – 13, Franklin Graham will 

be preaching in eight different locations across our state.  He will be in Hickory on October 10 at the L.P. Frans 

Stadium.  As his father, Billy Graham, he will be bringing a message of hope and salvation.  I hope you are 

planning to go, and I encourage you to invite others to go as well.  May God use this time to reach the people 

of our area, and across the state, with the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

  

Don’t forget our Fall Revival!  The dates will be October 20-23.  We will begin that Sunday morning and go 

through Wednesday night.  The service each evening will begin at 7:00 PM.  Rev. Bradley Johnson (one of our 

own) will be our guest speaker.  Mark these dates on your calendar and plan to attend.  

  

Also, Sunday November 3rd, will be the day of our Dedication Service for the work that has been done over 

the last two years.  God has been good to us and we want to dedicate all that has been done to His glory and 

to the advancement of His kingdom.  The morning service will be a very special time of worship and following 

the service, we are planning a wonderful meal.  Hoping we will have a BIG crowd that day, we are planning to 

have the meal in our new multi-purpose building. 

  

September 1, we began a new church year…a year full of challenges and opportunities.  What will we do with 

them?  What will we need to carry with us to make this the best church year possible?  Let me suggest a few 

ideas of what to include in your Personal Survival Kit for 2019-2020.  Include:  a MATCH, to help you see 

through the darkness of uncertainty; a BUTTON, to help you keep your shirt on when you become impatient; 

an EMERYBOARD, to help you file away the rough spots; a RUBBER BAND, to remind you to give of yourself 

and to be flexible; a BANDAID, to cover and heal the hurts of last year; a TACK, to remind you that you’re 

useful if pointed in the right direction; a CANDLE, to remind you that it is not necessary to blow out another’s 

light in order to let your own light shine; an ERASER, because we all make mistakes; Candy, to sweeten the 

experiences; and CHALK, to chalk up the best times.  Let’s ALL do our part to make this a GREAT Church 

year.         

  

  

 

From my heart, 

  

Pastor Gordon 



 
Greetings from Astoria, 

  

We appreciate your prayers and support as 

we minister here! School is back in session. 

Classes run to the end of June so they 

don’t start back until after Labor Day.  NYC 

schools are closed for many different 

religious holidays throughout the 

year.  Queens is the most diverse borough 

in the city and we’re learning more about 

those holidays as we interact with our 

neighbors.  Please pray for us as we meet 

new people and engage them in gospel 

conversations.  

Senior tennis started this week and on the 

first day Debbie was able to meet a 

neighbor who is Filipina and a 

believer.  Cherry (her name) lives close to 

Debra who was the lady Debbie met during 

the swim program and the one who told 

her about senior tennis. Both Debra and 

Cherry are about a block from our 

apartment! We’re very excited about these 

connections. 

Several new men from Reality House 

continue to attend our house church 

meetings on Sundays at 4pm.  The Spirit is 

moving in their hearts! Randy is meeting 

with these men through the week 

also.  Donna’s teenage son attended house 

church with her last week.  He is a high 

school freshman at a new school so please 

pray for him! 

Again, thank you so much for your prayers 

and support! 

 

Randy and Debbie Smith 

Astoria, Queens, NYC 

October 12, 2019  

8am—2pm 



“The Better Late Than Never Report”      

Something that I’ve grown to take more seriously is the 
importance of family ministry. This past week I had the 
opportunity to go to a conference called the D6 Conference. 
D6 stands for Deuteronomy chapter 6 which I believe is the 
road map on how Parents should lead their children, and 
how we as Christians should raise up the next generation. 
The passage states: 

                     4 Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is 
one. 5 Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with 
all your soul and with all your strength. 6 These 
commandments that I give you today are to be on your 
hearts. 7 Impress them on your children. Talk about them 
when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, 
when you lie down and when you get up. 8 Tie them as 
symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. 
9 Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your 
gates. Deuteronomy 6:4-9 

It was an incredible conference where I was able to gain a 
lot of insight and training on how to disciple parents to help 
disciple their children. 

          I truly believe parents are the primary influencers in 
their kid’s lives. The church should be the B-team when it 
comes to the discipleship of kids and teenagers. You as 
parents are the A-team. 

“Discipleship at home is not about doing more, it’s about 
inviting Christ into what you are already doing.” -Christina 
Embree 

Our role as the church should be to come alongside and 
support you as you are discipling your children. If we truly 
partner with you as parents, we will see greater things 
happening in the lives of the kids and students, and the 
overall ministry of our church. 

              I’m excited to announce that beginning next month 
we will be starting back with our parent class/support 
group, called “Parent Corner,” on Wednesday evenings 
leading up until Christmas. Go ahead and make time on your 
calendars to be apart of this training, and time to help 
encourage other parents on a group level. Lord knows we 
need it! 

-Pastor Kyle 



Events You Need to Mark on Your 

Calendar for the Next Church Year: 

October 12 - MOPS Fall Sale 

October 20 - 23 Fall Revival with 

Rev. Bradley Johnson 

October     Trunk-or-Treat 

November 3rd - Dedication Service 

November 6th - Church 

Thanksgiving Meal 

November 9th - Coffee & Crafts 

December 7th - Seniors Christmas 

Party 

December 15th - Children's 

Christmas Play 

December 22nd - Christmas 

Cantata AM service & Christmas 

Eve PM service  

March 7th - Cruise-in/ Drive-in 

March 14th - MOPS Spring Sale In 

Multipurpose Building & Ladies 

Coffee & Crafts 

March 20 - 22 - Lay Renewal 

Weekend 

March 29th - Youth Sunday 

April 12 - 17 - Hope Box 

Distribution 

May 2nd - Mother's Day Tea/ 

Banquet 

May 12th - Women's Bible Study 

Starts 

July 6 - 10-RAs going to Warrior 

Camp 

July 7- 12 - Acteens going to Blume 

National Acteens Confernce 

 




