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Jesus Christ is the refreshing center of summer. He is pre-eminent in all things Colossians 1:18, 
including vacations and picnics and softball and long walks and cookouts. He invites us this summer: 
“Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest.” Matthew 11:28. This is 
serious summer refreshment. 

Do we want it? That is the question. Christ gives himself to us in proportion to how much we want his 
refreshment. “You will seek me and find me, when you seek me with all your heart” Jeremiah 29:13. Go 
to church even when on vacation, we go to church even on vacation to say to the Lord together: we 
want all your refreshment. We really want it. 

Turn toward the Lord with hearts open and expectant and submissive. 

What sort of summer mindset is this? It is the mindset of Colossians 3:1-2, “If then you have been 
raised up with Christ, keep seeking the things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 
Set your mind on the things above, not on the things that are on earth.” 

In the summer the earth is very much with us. And it is God’s earth! But it is all 

prelude to the real drama of heaven. It is a foretaste of the real banquet. It is a 

video preview to the reality of what the eternal summer will be like when “The city 

has no need of sun or moon to shine upon it, for the glory of God is its light, and 

its lamp is the Lamb” ~ Revelation 22:23. So you see: the summer sun is a mere 

pointer to the sun that will be. The glory of God. Summer is for seeing and 

showing that. Will we have eyes to see? Do you want to have eyes to see? Lord, 

let us see the light beyond the light. Seek that this summer. 

Summer Mindset 
Seek Christ this summer  



 

 

 

From my heart… 

  

  

Did you know that the giant sequoias of California have very shallow root 

systems?  Tour guides point out that their roots extend just barely below the 

surface.  That sounds almost impossible doesn’t it?  We all know that trees need 

deep roots to withstand drought and wind.  But sequoias are different and most 

unique.  First of all, they only grow in groves.  Secondly, their roots intertwine 

with each other.  So when the strong winds blow, they hold each other up.  If you 

ask me, I think that sounds a lot like a church family.  It is in the church family 

that we find support during our times of need.  It is also in the church family that 

we provide strength for others when they are calling for help.  Like those giant 

sequoias, we can grow tall and strong when we stand together in the fellowship 

of the church.  It is my prayer that you will let our church family, Jesus’ Body, of 

which you are a part, have an important place in your life. 

  

On May 5, we will be having our Parent / Child Dedication Service.  This is a time 

for parents, and our church family, to commit ourselves to the task of raising our 

children in God’s way and according to His will.  This is also a time to ask God’s 

blessings upon our children and each family.  If you’ve never been a part of one 

of these services and would like to, feel free to contact me.  I’d love to talk with 

you about it.    

  

As May 12, is Mother’s Day, I hope you will take the time to let YOUR mother 

know how much she means to you and how much you appreciate her.  

  

“To Mother – On Mother’s Day” 

  

For all the things you’ve been to me, My guardian and my guide; 

For the truths you have so gently taught, And for all the tears you’ve dried; 

For the faith and understanding, When I faltered on my way, 

I owe you more thanks, Mother, Than words can ever say. 

So on this day that’s set aside, Especially for you, 

I send a wish for happiness, In everything you do. 

May each hour bring you pleasure, Each day of every year, 

For all the things you’ve been to me, I love you, Mother dear. 

  

  

Hope to see you Sunday with a Bible in your hand and a smile on your face. 

  

Pastor Gordon     



Greetings from Astoria where spring is in the air! We have passed the 

one year mark living in NYC and are so thankful for the opportunity 

to serve here. Randy is meeting weekly with men at the Reality House 

and continues to make new contacts at the poolhall.  Lou, the owner 

of Chicken N Soup- where we had our fellowship following the coats, 

has asked Randy to help with a few minor repairs. Speaking of the 

restaurant, Debbie is having a weekly Bible study with Donna who is a 

weekend waitress at Chicken N Soup.  Tea Talks is now meeting in a 

new location and we’re beginning to get a few students returning to 

class. The homeless guys who are usually in our park have not been around for months.  It’s 

not unusual for them to ride the trains during the extremely cold weather or go to a shelter 

but now that it’s warmer they are still not around. We’re a little concerned about them. 

Please pray for Chris, Ilija, Donna, Lou, the homeless men and our neighborhood in 

general.  We do appreciate your prayers for us and your financial support.   

 

Randy and Debbie  

6:00—8:00pm 



Kyle 

Save the Date June 23-28, 2019 
 

Grab your camera and set off into the wild to encounter 
the beauty of a natural world that declares God’s glory. 
LifeWay’s VBS for 2019 explores some of earth’s most 

beautiful creatures and sets up encounters with the one 
who created them all, Jesus! (John 20:31) 

 

“Are you ready for an up close and personal encounter 
with Jesus? The adventure of a lifetime awaits!” 

You can Pre-register today at http://dudley-shoals-baptist-

church.twenty28cms.co/vbs  
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