
January 2019 Silent Night 
“Be Still” 

“For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; and 
the government will rest on His shoulders; and His name will 
be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, 
Prince of Peace.” - Isaiah 9 

The European nations were ending the fifth month of the “Great War.” 
All along the Western Front, battles had morphed into trench warfare. 
No army seemed to have an advantage, and the air smelled of death. 

Then suddenly, on December 24, 1914, everything changed. Soldiers on 
both sides seemed overwhelmed with thoughts of Christmas—what the 
birth of Jesus meant for them as individuals and as nations. Longing, 
even for a moment, to escape the horrors of war, local truces broke out 
spontaneously all along the front. 

In one area, a German infantryman, Hugo Klemm, and his fellow sol-
diers chose two Christmas trees and began lighting candles. The sight 
made an unforgettable impression as lights illumined a world that 
seemed so hopeless. 

Klemm later wrote, “At darkness we marched forward to the trenches…
All was quiet. No shooting. Little snow. We placed our Christmas tree in 
our dugout…We placed a second lighted tree on the parapet.” Then 
they began to sing “Silent Night.” 

The sound echoed across the fields, as the thoughts of the armies 
turned toward Jesus. Years later, one British soldier commented, “I 
shall never forget it. It was one of the highlights of my life.” The power 
of Christmas was so strong that these bitter enemies laid down their 
arms. 

Today, you may be experiencing conflict and turmoil. But God sent His 
Son to be the Prince of Peace, for you, right now. 

Allow God to speak to you. Ponder the words of this wonderful song: 

“Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright, round yon virgin moth-

er and Child. Holy Infant, so tender and mild, sleep in heavenly peace.”  

 

As a new year starts let us not forget the birth of a King, who came to 

save us. 



Dear Friends, 

  

I can’t say enough good things about the Christmas programs.  They were great!  The Choir Cantata and the 

Children’s Christmas Program did a wonderful job of presenting the message of Christmas.  Thank you for 

your commitment to share, even with the bad weather and extra practices.  Your love for the Lord showed 

through.  I wish everyone could have been here to see each one.  I would like to express my heart-felt thanks 

to Trina, Kona, Kerry, Janette and ALL of the helpers and participants, from the children through the 

adults.  You ALL added so much to our celebration of Christmas as well as to our worship services.   Keep up 

the good work! 

  

Speaking of bad weather, we’ve now missed two Sundays so far in this church year.  Remember, even when 

we can’t meet together, the ministry of the church goes on.  When we miss a Sunday, don’t forget your tithe 

for that Sunday.  You can give it on line or you can bring checks for two weeks with you to church.  I know you 

won’t let the ministry of your church suffer because of bad weather.  Thank you for your love for the Lord 

and His church here in Dudley Shoals. 

  

Everybody enjoys receiving Christmas cards.  They let you know that you are remembered and loved.  Thank 

you for the cards you sent to me and my family this Christmas season.  We are very glad to have Dudley 

Shoals as our church home and you as our church family.  There was a Christmas card we received a few 

years back that I have never forgotten, and it was the only time I have seen that card.  The message of that 

card spoke to my heart so deeply that I want to share it with you as we begin a new year.  It was written by 

David Taylor and is entitled “His Hands.”  

              “His hands were soft, small and red on a crisp morn in  Bethlehem… 

              His hands were strong, calloused and scarred as He fashioned a new chair for home… 

              His hands were confident, gentle and firm as He touched the sick and  lame… 

              His hands were broken, bleeding and bruised as He gave His life away… 

              His hands were reaching out to mankind drawing, beckoning and holding us close to the heart of 

God.” 

  

What will we do with our hands during 2019?  Let’s use them to serve our Lord Jesus, and to share His love 

with others.       

  

Hope to see you Sunday with a smile on your face, a Bible in your hand, and a heart full of love.  

      

From my heart, 

  

Pastor Gordon  



We are 

pleased to 

present The 

Prodigal 

Sons again 

this year, so 

please come 

out!  





Mark your calendars! Save this date for a weekend filled 

with Kingdom focus prayer, and lots of fun and 

fellowship. Dr. Chris Schofield special speaker for the 

whole weekend. 


