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No room for them. No vacancy. No place. Words that still seem to 
hang close, even today. 

In a world that seeks to crowd Jesus out, where busyness abounds, 
and hearts are stirred to focus on other things, it can be hard 
sometimes to choose to keep Him first. It’s all too easy to get 
caught up in the whole hurried dash of the holidays, and to give our 
attention to what seems more urgent. Our focus gets blurred; and 
the most important gets pushed aside. 

It takes an active and daily choice to put Christ first, especially in a 
culture that says you’re too busy to focus there. Or that life is too 
full. And there’s no more room. 

May God help us to choose wisely, what voices we listen to, and 
where we give our attention today. 

He is the One who brings true meaning to Christmas. 

He is the One who brings real peace in this all-too-often hectic 
season. 

He is the only One worthy of our time and attention as we slow 
down the maddening rush around our lives. 

We can know all of this in our heads, but may He help us to really 
believe it in our hearts...and choose to live it out this season. 

Renewed. 

Refreshed. 

Making Room for Him, First 

 

“And she gave 
birth to her 
firstborn son; 
and she 
wrapped Him 
in cloths, and 
laid Him in a 
manger, 
because there 
was no room 
for them in 
the inn.”  

Luke 2:7 

Are You Making Room? 



Dear Friends, 
  
On Sunday, December 2, we 
begin the season known as 
Advent.  Advent means 
“arrival” or “coming.”  It is the 
time of year that we celebrate 
the coming of Jesus Christ to 
our world as the baby in the 
manger.  God made Himself 
known to us as an infant in 
the hay.  What a humble com-
ing for the great Kings of 
Kings. 
  
Advent is observed the four 
Sundays prior to Christmas 
Day.  Each Sunday, during the 
morning worship service, we 
will light a candle on our Ad-
vent Wreath and emphasize a 
different aspect of Christ-
mas.  The first candle is the 
Prophecy Candle (also known 
as the Candle of Hope).  The 
second one is the Bethlehem 
Candle (the Candle of 
Love).  The third candle is the 
Shepherd’s Candle (the Candle 
of Joy).  And the last one is the 
Angels’ Candle (the Candle of 
Peace).  
  
The center candle, the Christ 
Candle, will be lit during a 
special service on Sunday 
night, December 23.  This ser-
vice will begin at 6:00 
PM.  And even though it will 
be a day early, it will be our 
“Christmas Eve” service.  That 

way you can spend the night 
of December 24 at home with 
your family.  Each candle has a 
special meaning and a special 
message for us during the Ad-
vent Season.  Observing Ad-
vent is a way to prepare our 
hearts for Christmas.  
  
Announcing His coming, the 
angels from heaven Descended 
to bring His good tiding to 
earth. 
Victorious, triumphant, the 
message is given: Each penitent 
sinner, come view Jesus’ birth. 
Now come we! Now sing 
we!  Our King draweth 
near!  To Bethlehem has-
ten!  He casts out our fears! 
  
 Don’t forget, this is also the 
time of year that we empha-
size International Mis-
sions.  The Week of Prayer for 
International Missions is De-
cember 2 – 9.  During the 
month of December, we will 
receive the Lottie Moon 
Christmas Offering.  Our 
church’s goal is 
$12,000.00.  Lottie Moon was a 

missionary to China in the 
1800’s.  Her heart was in missions 
and she lived her life trying to reach 
the Chinese people with the Gos-
pel.  This year Southern Baptist’s 
National Goal is $160 million.  North 
Carolina Baptist’s goal is $13.5 mil-
lion.   Last year, because of your 
prayers and financial support, 811 
different people groups were en-
gaged, 12,005 churches were plant-
ed, and 46,495 people were 
saved.  Please give to this important 
offering as God leads.       
  
From me and my family to you and 
your family…Merry Christmas! 
 
 
Hope to see you Sunday with a 
smile on your face, a Bible in your 
hand, and a heart full of love.  
      
From my heart, 
  
Pastor Gordon  



 
  
  
 
New York Coats for the City mis-
sion team. 
 
We are very thankful for the teams 
who came to help with the Coats 
for the City—one from Dudley 
Shoals and one from East Taylors-
ville. Everyone worked well togeth-
er and we now have 30 contacts to 
follow up including 2 women who 
trusted Christ as their Savior. We 
praise the Lord for how He worked 
and we appreciate all the prayer 
support leading up to and during 
the event.  Thank you to all who 
worked so hard to make this a suc-
cess. 
 
Randy & Debbie Smith  




