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With Autumn blowing down on us it seems like we just 
cannot get enough of the faint, cool, breezes that 
croon through the trees. The crisp, new, chilly, autumn air 
unearths an enthusiasm in us and a "get up and go" atti-
tude that has been missing for quite some time. 

What is it about a simple change in weather that can 
bring out the best in people? It's almost like each new season is a new beginning of sorts. 
It's very representation of newness stirs up changes in our souls. Autumn visions of our 
favorite warm cozy sweater; rich hot cocoa; and steaming hot apple cider spring into ac-
tion in our hearts. 

The Bible also references new changes and beginnings in our lives as being seasons. Sea-
sons are metaphors for God's perfect timing in delivering us through all the changes He 
makes in our lives. These certain seasons can bring about the blessings we reap from hav-
ing been obedient in following him through those changes even if we did not fully under-
stand or welcome them. 

And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap, if we 
do not give up. Galatians 6:9 

This scripture tells us to never give up. No matter how long, strenuous and painstaking 
the road or trials are in our lives, there is always a new season ahead, a season of new be-
ginnings. 

Every day we can make the decision to begin again. We can adopt a positive mindset to 

overcome, conquer, and live triumphantly. All beginnings must eventually come to an end 

so a new beginning, a new season, can commence. We need to take the opportunity to 

look ahead at what can be and forget the what-might-have-beens. We can challenge our-

selves to be better, live higher, rise above our own self-appointed limitations. We can look 

ahead to a new season of thinking, speaking, acting and living more positively. Each subtle 

change we implement towards living a more positive life will eventually take root and 

manifest itself into our days, weeks, months and years. 

Season's Change  



 

Dear Friends, 

  

As you know, Hurricane Florence hit North Carolina on Thursday, September 13, and for several days 

our state was affected by heavy rains and wind.  Many people spent time in shelters, lost their homes, 

and some even lost their lives.  How can we help?  There are three ways we can help:  

1>           Pray.  Please pray for those who were in the storm’s path as well as for the first responders, 

government officials, N.C. Baptist disaster relief volunteers and other relief workers.  

2>           Give.  On Sunday, October 28, churches of the Caldwell Baptist Association are encouraged to 

have a special time of prayer and to receive an offering for hurricane victims and relief efforts.  N.C. 

Baptist Men had Disaster Relief Units on the scene very quickly after Hurricane Florence.  The feeding 

units were there to provide hot meals to the people affected by the storm, and clean up units were there (and still are) to 

help people pick up the pieces of their lives to go on.  Your giving helps make this ministry possible. 

3>           Go.   Baptists on Mission officials anticipate a long-term response to Hurricane Florence that will last for weeks and 

months to come. Relief and recovery efforts will include clean up, damage assessments, feeding, home repair and rebuild, 

and more. You may register to volunteer through the Baptists on Mission website. If you are a trained volunteer with Bap-

tists on Mission, you may also contact your regional coordinator or team leader to let them know of your desire to serve. 

  

Don’t forget our Fall Revival!  The dates will be October 14-17.  We will begin that Sunday morning and go through Wednes-

day night.  The service each evening will begin at 7:00 PM.  Dr. Chris Schofield, who heads up the Department of Prayer for 

our North Carolina Baptist State Convention, will be our guest speaker.  Chris is a powerful speaker and is in great de-

mand.  We are blessed that he had this week open on his calendar.  After church that morning, we will have a covered-dish 

lunch in our fellowship hall.  Bring your favorite dish and let’s enjoy that time of fellowship.  The RA’s will also serve another 

meal one night during the week.  Make plans now to attend and make an effort to bring someone with you.  Everyone is in-

vited to come and join us.  

  

Dr. R.A. Torrey, the humble soul winning preacher of a past generation, once said, “Let a few Christians get thoroughly right 

with God themselves.  This is a prime essential.  If not done, the plan will fail.  Let them give themselves to PRAYER for REVIV-

AL until GOD opens the heavens and comes down.  Let them put themselves at God’s disposal to use as He sees fit in winning 

others to Christ.  That is all.  This is sure to bring REVIVAL.  It cannot fail.  This will bring REVIVAL to any church on the face of 

the earth.”  Please join with me in praying for our revival.  Let’s put ourselves at God’s disposal for Him to use us as He sees 

fit in winning others to Christ. 

  

Also, the Caldwell Baptist Association will have its Fall Meeting here at Dudley Shoals Baptist Church.  The date will be Thurs-

day night, October 25, and the meeting will begin at 7:00 PM.  This meeting is for the messengers of all of the churches in our 

association.  However, all are welcomed.  If you would like to attend and find out more about the ministry of our association, 

feel free.  That night we could also use some help with ushers and with people to help with parking.  

  

As I write this note, neither the Endure Race (September 29th) nor the “Bring a Friend to Church Day” (September 30th) have 

taken place.  But let me go ahead and say, “Thank You” to all who helped make these two events possible.  We couldn’t do 

what we do without you. 

  

From my heart, 

  

Pastor Gordon 



It’s finally fall! 

Out of all of the seasons, this is by far my favorite time of the year. Fall rolls around 
and brings with it cooler temperatures, football, (yes I’m ashamed to admit it, 
but...) pumpkin spice flavored everything  and the changing of the leaves. Have you 
ever wondered why we celebrate the death of things? That’s exactly what fall is. 
The natural world around us begins to die off in order to prepare itself for winter. 
The good news is that in the spring we get all of this new growth and everything 
starts off fresh again. As people who in a fallen world we are accustomed to change. It’s really the 
only thing we know will stay the same. Take my generation for example. I am a Millennial. Everyone 
that was born during the year range of 1982-1996 is classified as a Millennial. What did we experi-
ence growing up? Well, we had the opportunity to play outside with our friends until the sun went 
down. We also are the first generation to play video games on a broad scale. We know what it’s like 
to write a letter and also get on the internet to message our friends. We know what it’s like to have 
to go to the library to do a research paper, and we also know what it’s like to Google everything. Our 
generation has seen more rapid change than any other generation before us. Think about your gen-
eration though. It’s seen it’s fair share of change. Car designs, laws, houses, and relationships all 
change. At times that can  be really hard and also really scary. Sometimes we long for something to 
be constant and stables in our lives. Do you know what the Bible says about that? Isaiah 40:8 says, 
“The grass withers, the flowers fade, but the word of our God remains forever.” In a world that 
changes so rapidly around us we can take comfort in that our God does not change. His Word will 
stand forever. We need not be concerned with the change of the world. The church needs to stand 
firm on who God is and what He has said is to come to pass. In a world of shifting sand may we find 
peace and stability on the Rock.  

His Glory Alone, 

Pastor Kyle  

We are enjoying some cooler temperatures here in NYC! The “concrete jun-
gle” is very real! Details are coming together for the “Coats for the City”. 
We’ve met with the Astoria Houses Residence Association executive com-
mittee and they are very supportive of the event taking place inside their 
community center.  Randy and I  along with Noy Castillo and his family have 
been consistently prayer walking the area of the Houses during the month of 

September. Our plan is to request churches to join us in prayer during the month of November 
leading up to the December 1 date. We will provide more information about that soon. 
The poolroom, homeless ministry, the Tea Talks Conversational English Class and our mentoring are 
ongoing ministries we’re involved with. It’s also been a joy to continue to meet our neighbors and 
owners of restaurants and their staff. They all have been very receptive to our offers for prayer 
which has led to productive spiritual conversations.  Continue to pray for all these contacts in our 
Astoria neighborhood. 
 
Thank you for your prayers and support!  
Randy and Debbie Smith 



October 13th 8am - 2pm 
Sponsored by the Dudley Shoals Baptist Church MOPS group! Quality children's 
clothing sizes birth-16 kids, furniture, toys, shoes, books, maternity clothes and so 
much more! Consignors receive 70% of sales and are eligible to shop at the Friday 
evening pre-sale. Volunteers who help with a minimum of 5 hours are also eligible 
to shop at the pre-sale! For more information, call or text Holly Starnes at 828-320-
3242. For additional questions you can also contact Laura Brinkley at 828-292-1927. 
PLEASE NOTE THE LOCATION OF THE SALE IS AT DAY 3 CHURCH IN GRANITE FALLS!   



Tickets for Tea 
Party are $8.00 
for you and if 
you bring a 
friend you get 
yours and 
theirs for 
$10.00  



Don't forget REVIVAL October 14 - 17th See 

you there!! 

October is Pastor appreciation Month, so show our pastors some love this month! 


