



   

Sign up for this daily 
devotion app free of charge.  
Just download the app while 
on the church property and 
pick the devotion you would 

like to use.

  
   
   Dear Friends, 
    I recently attended the Georgia Baptist Evangelism Conference in 
Warner Robins.  I have attended this conference  almost every year since 
1996. The purpose of these conferences is to encourage not just pastors 
and staff but all members of the church to engage in the evangelistic 
efforts to reach the lost in our state. Often times the speakers direct their 
comments to the pastors which at times can be very encouraging. 
Exhorting us to stay focused on the task of winning the lost for Jesus. 
Often times the preaching can be discouraging. Condemning the pastors 
for not doing enough in the way of evangelism. The speakers make 
assumptions that pastors of churches who fail to baptize anyone in the 
past year are not working hard enough. They question the prayer life of 
these men. They tell them “if you will do ministry our way you will be 
successful.” As I listened to others talk about their ministries, I hear one of 
two things. I hear pastors talk about their successes. How many people 
they baptize. How many attend their services. How their church is 
growing. But most of the time I hear pastors express their 
discouragement. They are frustrated . They have a sense of failure about 
them and are looking for a way out.They let their friends know that they 
are open to a move to a new place of ministry. I hear them complain 
about difficult people in their churches. They talk about the struggles. I 
have to wonder, do pastors feel this way because of what they hear at 
these conferences? You see, ministers, while we should be above such 
mindsets, are prone to evaluate their efforts by a world standard of 
success. That is, bigger is better and if you are not growing you are 
somehow failing. Unfortunately I have to admit that over the years there 
have been times that I have been prone to those feelings as well. Our 
problem, not just for pastors doing ministry, but each and every one of us 
is that we spend too much time listening to what others say we should be 
doing, when we should be listening to God. We need not compare our 
lives to others, but ask God are we doing what He wants of us? Are we 
where He wants us? Are we being faithful to what He has called us to do? 
I am so grateful to God that He has allowed me to stay at Sunny Side all 
these years. There have been times when it was hard. There have been 
some difficult people. There have been times when I felt discouraged 
because we were not doing as well as other churches. But in the end I am 
grateful that God has kept me here. And I look forward to what God has 
for all of us to experience in the future. As you consider the path that you 
are on, please do not spend your time looking at what others are doing. 
Do not be concerned with what they are accomplishing. Simply 
concentrate on what God wants you to do and accomplish. As my dear 
wife of almost 35 years would say, “Bloom where you are planted.” 
God Bless,  
Joel
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Blake Tatum 1st
Danny Pettus 2nd
Zane Pettus 3rd

Naomi Betsill 15th
Farah Betsill 24th

The past 4 years have been a difficult journey.  It started when we learned that my mom 
had dementia and needed constant attention. After caring for her for about 2 years, we 
made the difficult decision to put her in assisted living to keep her safe. Within the last 
year, she experienced serious health issues and a broken hip which led to her death. After 
experiencing this, I struggled with feeling abandoned by God. I was disappointed, angry, 
and bitter. It seemed like God was silent.  I was wondering why I had found myself in this 
broken place. You see…...although this was traumatic, I had experienced loss before. So I 
was surprised by my reaction.   
  My heart was full of questions. Why didn’t God help my mom when He had the power to 
just say the word and bring relief? Why did He allow her to recover from one serious 
illness just to let her experience suffering and death a few months later? Why did I have to 
watch her suffer? Why did I have to be the one to make the decision to send her to 
hospice to die…..Couldn’t she have just died in her sleep? I found myself doubting God’s 
goodness. I was at a crossroad…..Was God good, or was God not good?  
  On one hand, I was questioning that if God is good, why did this bad thing happen. On 
the other hand, I was questioning that if God is not good, why did He send his son to 
suffer and die for my sins. My heart was hurting and broken, but I couldn’t get past the 
fact that God’s Son had sacrificed everything for me. What kind of God displays such 
love?  A good one.  Needless to say, I didn’t get any of my questions answered except 
for one…. Is God good? And the answer is ‘Yes.’   Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross was the 
proof of God’s goodness. How could I deny such a display of redeeming love? 
  I don’t know how I found myself in such a dark place. But I decided that if God was truly 
loving and good, He could handle my hurt and my anger. So I threw all of my ugliness at 
Him and let Him handle it. 
God’s light met my darkness that day and started the healing process. Yes, my faith was 
shaken and my heart was broken, but God’s redeeming love wouldn’t let me go. 

I will rejoice and be glad in your steadfast love, because you have seen my 
affliction; you have known the distress of my soul. Psalm 31:7 ESV 

Denise’s NoteFebruary Birthdays

Who is the one person in your life God would have you lead to Christ?

What are you doing to influence them for Christ?

Will you invite them to come and worship with you on Sunday Mornings @ 10:30? 

Senior Adult Lunch

Tuesday, February 18th


11:30 AM

At


McDonough

Please let Joel know


 if you plan on attending

V.B.S.

Save the Date


June  15 -19, 2020






Join a regroup 

Men - All Ages 
Wednesdays @ 9AM 

at the UGA Campus Mule Barn restaurant
 Joel Stewart - Group Facilitator 

Young Adults (High School Seniors - 23 years) 
2nd and 4th Sundays @ 5PM at the Church 

Joel Stewart - Group Facilitator 

Women - All Ages Thursday @ 7PM at the 
Church 

Calene Dunn - Group Facilitator 

Senior Adult Women 
Sunday Mornings @ 9:30AM 

at the Church 
Dorothy Rarrick - Group Facilitator 

Groups Staring in March

Men
Thursday @ 7PM

at the Church
Joel Stewart - Group Facilitator

Senior Adult Men
Sunday Mornings @ 9:30 AM

at the Church
Paul Muehlberger - Group Facilitator

Senior Adult Co-Ed
Tuesdays @ 10:30AM

Joel Stewart Group Facilitator

You can have access to hundreds of Bible Study Material.  
Simply text Rightnow FBCSS to 41411  

(the space between the 2 keywords is necessary and the code is NOT case sensitive) 
See Pastor Joel if you have any questions.

   Recently our family and church has been grieving over 
the death of Linda’s Mother, Emma Floyd.  Our seven year 
old granddaughter (whose name is also Emma) has been 
crying a lot and is having trouble understanding what has 
happened.  Children don’t understand the main concepts of 
death:  that it is irreversible (permanent); that it is final (all 
functions stop with death); that it is inevitable (all living 
things die). 

   Because of their lack of understanding of these 
concepts, families must be careful when telling a child that 
someone they love has died.  If we use old sayings like 
“she has gone to sleep” or “she has traveled to the great 
beyond” or “she passed away,” children may not 
understand and it may generate fears of sleeping or of 
going on trips. Children may also view death as temporary 
or reversible from what they may see in cartoons. Instead, 
we should tell them that their loved one has died and that 
means that we will no longer be able to see them; but that 
we will always have our good memories of them. 

   The most important question is what are we doing with 
the time that we now have with our children?  Our 
children and grandchildren watch us closely.  We should 
take care of ourselves and try to stay healthy so the 
children know that they are safe with us.  God gives us 
many years to live – possible 70, 80 or 120 years.  We 
may not all get to those ages but we can use the time we 
have on this earth to focus our attention on pleasing God 
and demonstrating a passion for God’s glory to our 
children and grandchildren. 

(Ideas from:  healthychildren.org; Genesis 6; Psalm 90) 

Paul’s Pen



Contact Information: 
Web Address: www.firstbaptistsunnyside.com  

Email: Office@firstbaptistsunnyside.com 
Physical Address: 24 Church Rd. Sunny Side, GA 30284 
 Mailing Address: P.O. Box 69 Sunny Side, GA 30284   

 Church Office Phone Number: 770-227-7164 

FBCSS Tutoring Ministry

Available for all ages.

Contact the church


office@firstbaptistsunnyside

for more information 

The First Baptist Church of Sunny Side operates a community Food Pantry 

We are open every Monday from 3 to 5PM

Except when it falls on a holiday!

If you or someone you know is in need of food assistance come on any Monday with 
ID and someone will be available to help.

You can make Donations Online  
Go to our web site  www.firstbaptistsunnyside.com 

Click Give Online at the top of Home page  
and just follow the instructions.  

Please speak with Joel if you have any questions  

April 12, 2020
Easter Sunday will be 

the official 
rechurch launch date
Invite your friends to 

this special day.

Youth Fundraiser
At the church

Friday - Saturday
February 21st -22nd
Friday 12:00 - 6:00

Saturday 10:00 - 4:00

Work Day 
Mark your calendar 

Saturday, March14th 
Help get the property ready for 

Easter Sunday
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http://www.firstbaptistsunnyside.com

