
 
Biblical Theology  

Lesson 6 of Biblical Theology: Promises Made, Promises Kept! 
 
Promise Made and Kept 
-God promised Adam and Eve they would surely die if they ate from the Tree of the Knowledge 
of Good and Evil.  Genesis 2:15-17 
 
-After Adam and Eve rebelled against God, God promised in the midst of pronouncing a cruse 
upon the serpent and mankind that enmity would exist between the “seed” of the woman and 
the serpent.  He would also promise to send a Son who would defeat the serpent/Satan and 
save His people from sin and Satan.  Genesis 3:15 
 
-Notice how evil strikes in Genesis 4, with Cain murdering Abel. 
 
-Yet in the midst of evil God still provides by sending Seth, Genesis 4:25. 
 
-Evil/sin again rises up and man has grown more wicked, and God brings judgment in the flood. 
(Genesis 6-9).  
However, in the midst of sin and the judgment of sin, God keeps His promise and saves Noah 
and his family from death.   
Are you noticing that the promise faces opposition, but God is greater than any opposition, that 
He uses the opposition for His purposes and that the Promise(s) of God never fail! 
 
-God made another promise (Noahic Covenant) to not destroy the earth with a flood and gave 
us a sign to remind us of His promise.  Genesis 9:1-17 
 
-God continues to keep His promise from Genesis 3, in the calling and commissioning of Abram 
in Genesis 12. 
 
-God continues to keep His promise from Genesis 3 and Genesis 12 and promises to make 
Abram into a great nation and to give him an offspring.   
(Note: God called an older man and an older woman who was barren and used them to keep 
His promise!) 
 
-Evil/sin again rises up and Abraham in his impatience decides to take matters into his own 
hands and fathers Ishmael.  Genesis 16 
 
-But God is an all-powerful God who does not need the help of man to keep or fulfill His 
promises.  In God’s graciousness, he keeps His promise to Abraham and Sarah and Sarah gives 
birth to Isaac, the promised offspring to Abraham.  Genesis 21 
 
-Evil/sin rises up again!  You have Esau and Jacob and Jacob’s twelve sons.  Esau and Jacob are 
at odds.  Jacob’s sons hate their brother Joseph and ponder killing him and then sell him 



(Genesis 37). In the midst of all this evil and what man meant for evil, “God meant it for good”, 
Genesis 50:20.   
God is faithful to His promises and to His people and He used Joseph for His glory to preserve 
and bless a people for Himself.   
 
-Evil/sin/Satan has challenged God’s promise again in enslaving His people in Egypt. 
 
-God remains faithful and keeps His promise by raising up Moses and delivering His 
people/Israel from bondage in Egypt. (Exodus 1-15) 
 
-Evil/sin/Satan would challenge God again.  The people would murmur agaisnt God, make for 
themselves an idol and yet God would establish a covenant (Mosaic Covenant) with them.   
Time after time, they would refuse to trust Him, and God would judge that generation and not 
allow them to enter into the Promised Land. 
 
-God would raise up Joshua to lead them into the Promised Land. 
 
-The people of Israel would rebel and do what was right in their own eyes and God would raise 
up Judges to help Israel repent and follow after Him. 
 
-The people would reject God as their king and request another king. 1 Samuel 8:1-9 
 
-God gives them Saul and then a king after God’s own heart, David. (1 Samuel 13:14 & 16:1-13) 
 
-God promises to David that he will have a son on his throne forever. (2 Samuel 7:11-16) 
 
-Yet it appears evil/sin has challenged God again. The kingdom of Israel would split into a 
Northern and Southern Kingdom and earthly kings would rule with sinful hearts.   
 
-God’s promise(s) never fail!  God does not forget; He renews His promise in Jeremiah 31:31-34 
speaking of a New Covenant that is coming! 
   
-God sent His Son, Jesus Christ as promised in the Incarnation. (Matthew 1-2; Luke 2) 
 
-Satan tries to derail God’s promise/redemptive plan and leads Herod to kill all the male 
children in Bethlehem. (Matthew 2:16-18) 
 
-Yet God protects His Son, and they flee to Egypt for a period of time.  (Matthew 2:13-15) 
 
-Toward the beginning of Christ’s earthly ministry, Satan tempts Christ, yet Christ who is sinless 
rebukes Satan with Scripture and does not sin and overcomes Satan.  (Matthew 4:1-11) 
 
-Evil/sin/Satan would challenge God’s promise/redemptive plan yet again and would lead the 
religious leaders of Jerusalem, the people of Israel and Rome to reject Christ and crucify Him.  



(Matthew 27) For a moment it appears God’s promise has failed.  BUT God never fails and 3 
days after the crucifixion God raised Christ from the dead! (Matthew 28:1-10). Through the 
substitutionary atoning sacrifice of Jesus Christ and His resurrection, Satan has been crushed 
just as God promised in Genesis 3:15.  Satan, sin and death have been defeated! 
 
“Death is swallowed up in victory.” 
55 “O death, where is your victory? 
    O death, where is your sting?” 

56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 57 But thanks be to God, who gives us 
the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.     1 Corinthians 15:54-57 ESV 

 And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made 
alive together with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, 14 by canceling the record of debt 
that stood against us with its legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the cross. 15 He 
disarmed the rulers and authorities[b] and put them to open shame, by triumphing over them in 
him.          Colossians 2:13-15 ESV 

Additional Promises Seen 
-God promises to save those who call on His name. 
Romans 10:9-13; Acts 16:31 

-God promises to keep those whom He saves. 
John 10:27-30 
 
-God has promised to be with His people and to never leave them. 
Matthew 28:18-20 & John 14:1-3; 18 
 
Promises Made That God Will Keep! 
-God promises that those who put their hope in Him shall not be put to shame! 
Philippians 1:20 & Romans 10:11 
 
-God promises to finish what He has begun in each believer. 
Philippians 1:6 
 
-Christ has promised to return for His people. 
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 
 
-God has promised that those who believe upon Him will be with Him, where He is. 
John 14:1-3; 18 
 
-God has promised that we shall reign with Him one day. 
2 Timothy 2:11-13; Revelation 20:6 
 



Application 
 

 God’s divine plan and purposes will not be deterred or defeated.  He will accomplish all 
He has promised to do.   
Trust God! 
 

 God is always faithful. He will keep every promise He has made.  
Every promise Old and New Testament alike will be fulfilled in Christ. 
Jesus’ atoning sacrifice on the cross and resurrection from the dead have defeated sin, 
death, hell, and Satan.   
 
For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, whom we proclaimed among you, Silvanus and Timothy 
and I, was not Yes and No, but in him it is always Yes. 20 For all the promises of God find 
their Yes in him. That is why it is through him that we utter our Amen to God for his 
glory.         2 Corinthians 1:19-20 ESV 
 
God’s sending of the Holy Spirit applies the promise of salvation to us through the Holy 
Spirit. 

 
And it is God who establishes us with you in Christ, and has anointed us, 22 and who has 
also put his seal on us and given us his Spirit in our hearts as a guarantee. 

          2 Corinthians 1:21-22 ESV 
 

 God’s promises and His faithfulness should have an impact on how we live!  Though we 
sin, God’s faithfulness to us and His relentless pursuit of us draws us back to repent of 
our sin and walk after Him in holiness.   

 
 God is a faithful God who has called us, saved us, and commanded us to work!   

Ephesians 2:8-10 & Philippians 2:12-13 
 

 God is the greatest promise maker and promise keeper! 
 

 God’s promises and faithfulness should remind us that our confidence is not in a 
decision that we made but in a God who called us to Himself, convicted us of our sins, 
and granted us salvation in His Son Jesus Christ.   
 
HE WILL HOLD ME FAST 


