
Biblical Theology  
Lesson 5 of Biblical Theology: The Story of Sacrifice in the Bible  

 
The Reason for Sacrifice 
We sinned and need salvation through the One and only Savior, Jesus Christ.   
He atoned for our sins, so that we could be forgiven of our sins. 
His substitutionary atonement on the cross has made our salvation possible and has saved us 
from the wrath of God.   
 
The Promise of Sacrifice 
Genesis 3:15; 21 
 
Sacrifice Seen in Scripture 
 

1. Genesis 4:3-16; The offering of Cain and Abel. 
What is an “offering”? 
(Offering/gift/tribute made to God) (Idea of worship and submission unto God, giving 
God what He is worthy of or deserves.  At is core this offering/sacrifice is offering unto 
God that which already belongs to Him.) 
Cain’s was of the fruit/grain of the ground and God had no regard (acceptance) for his 
offering.   
Abel’s was of an animal, firstborn of a particular animal and God had regard for his 
offering.  Abel offered to God his worship that Adam and Eve refused to offer in the 
garden when they rebelled against God and worshipped creation and themselves.   
 

2. Genesis 8:20-22; Noah offers some of every clean animal and some of every clean bird 
as a whole burnt offering. 
What is a “whole burnt offering”? 
(A whole burnt offering is a sacrifice that is wholly burnt [all clean parts]/that goes up to 
heaven.  It is completely consumed and rises up in the flame on the altar to God.  This a 
tribute that expresses an attitude of thanksgiving unto God). 
Notice God’s response in v. 21, to the “whole burnt offering”.   
-It pleased God. (God smelled the aroma and it pleased Him or satisfied Him.) 
- The LORD (Yahweh) blessed them and made a promise. Genesis 8:21-9:17 
Notice that this sacrifice pleased Yahweh and He (God) acted! 
 

3. Genesis 22; The sacrifice of Isaac 
Genesis 22:2; Abraham was commanded to take his promised son Isaac and offer him as 
a whole burnt offering  
Genesis 22:3-12; Abraham trusted God and said that “God will provide for himself the 
lamb for a burnt offering”.  Abraham obeyed and God intervened! 
Genesis 22:13; God provides a ram, a substitute sacrifice for Isaac.   
This is the first time in Scripture we see the idea of a substitute sacrifice.   
Note, God provided the sacrifice! 



 
4. Exodus 12 

The Passover Lamb 
Israel is to take a one-year-old lamb without blemish, sacrifice it, eat it, take its blood, 
and smear it on the doorpost of their homes.  When God sees the blood, He will pass 
over them, Exodus 12:13 and spare them.   
-This sacrifice would spare them from the wrath/judgment of God.   
-This sacrifice would set them apart as God’s people, Exodus 12:14-28. 
 

5.  The Book of Leviticus and the institution of the Sacrificial System/Offerings. 
1) Burnt Offering, Leviticus 1:3-17; 6:8-13 
2) Grain Offering, Leviticus 2:1-16; 6:14-23 
3) Peace Offering, Leviticus 3:1-17; 7:11-36 
4) Sin Offering, Leviticus 4:1-5:13; 6:24-30 
5) Guilt/Trespass Offering, Leviticus 5:14-6:7; 7:1-10 
 
-Old Testament sacrifices were an outward expression of faith/trust in God. 
-Old Testament sacrifices did not save from sin or forgive sins.  These sacrifices do not 
fully and finally atone for man’s sin or remove man’s sin nature. (Hebrews 10:1-18) 
-Old Testament sacrifices symbolize a forgiveness of sin and focus on Israel being God’s 
covenant people in fellowship with God.   
 
-Old Testament sacrifices reminded Israel of their sin and the consequences of sin. 
-Old Testament sacrifices point forward to the Ultimate, all-sufficient, once for all time 
atoning sacrifice of Jesus Christ on the cross.   
 
Note:  
There is an emphasis in these sacrifices of substitution.  (Leviticus 1:3-4). In this thought, 
the person bringing the offering would understand that the sacrifice would stand in his 
place and that what is happening to the sacrifice should happen to him.   
 
There would be daily sacrifices offered by the priest. 

 
There would be an annual Day of Atonement (Leviticus 16). 
-The High Priest would cleanse himself and prepare the sacrifices.   
-He would take two male goats and one would be offered as a sin offering, Leviticus 
16:9.  The other goat would be presented alive before the Lord, Leviticus 16:10. 
-The High Priest would enter in the Holy of Holies and sprinkle the blood of the sacrifice 
on and in front of the mercy seat making atonement for his sins and the sins of the 
people of Israel, Leviticus 16:11-20. 
-The High Priest would take the live goat (Scapegoat) and confess over it all the sins of 
the people and then would send it into the wilderness to carry their sins away.   
 
The Levitical sacrifices would continue for generation to generation up till the 



destruction of Solomon’s Temple.  Sacrifices would stop when the Temple was 
destroyed but would resume when the Temple was rebuilt following the Babylonian 
captivity.  Sacrifices would continue into the New Testament prior to the Temple being 
destroyed again in 70 A.D.   

 
6.  The Sacrifice of God’s Son Jesus Christ. 

Christ’s sacrifice on the cross is the all sufficient sacrifice, the ultimate sacrifice that 
fulfilled the Old Testament sacrifices and accomplished what none of them could! 
Through the substitutionary atonement of Jesus Christ and His blood, He atoned for the 
sins of the world (His people) and reconciled them to God, placing them in a right 
relationship with God the Father! 
1 Corinthians 5:7; Hebrews 8; 9:21-28; 10:1-12; 19-22 
1 John 1:2; 4:10 
 
Application 

 
 Mankind’s greatest problem is sin.   

Romans 6:23 
 Mankind should fear not only dying in their sins but also facing the wrath of God. 

Romans 5:9 
 Mankind needs a Savior. 

Luke 19:10 & John 3:16 
 Christ is the Savior of the world who came and died as our substitute.  

His substitutionary atonement on the cross paid a debt we could not pay and made it 
possible for our sins to be forgiven and for us to be reconciled to God.   

 Christ is the Savior of the world who came and took our penalty.  
Isaiah 53 & 2 Corinthians 5:21 

 Christ is the Savior of the world who came as our substitute to propitiate the righteous 
wrath of God. 
Christ is the propitiation for our sins! (1 John 2:2; 1 John 4:10; Romans 3:23-26) 
“Propitiate” means to satisfy.   
Think of the past sacrifices of Noah and in Leviticus, the aroma pleased God.  How much 
more has the sacrifice of His Son, Jesus Christ, pleased God! 
Because of Christ enduring our penalty on the cross, in our place, satisfying the just 
demands of God against sin, believers will not incur the wrath of God. 
 
There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus 
          Romans 8:1 ESV 

 Christ is the Savior of the world who came to atone for our sins. 
Atone in Hebrew means to cover.  Christ’s blood covers our sins! 

 Salvation is by grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone! 
 


