
Biblical Theology  
Lesson 2: Biblical Theology Explained Part 2 

 
“Biblical theology moves along the axis of redemptive history…biblical theology traces out the 
development of sacrifice and covenant, not because those are particularly relevant 
contemporary terms, but because these are the terms and agenda that the story itself gives us.”  
          Michael Lawrence 

 
Promise—Fulfillment1 
Our God is a promise making and keeping God.   
Remember God has made promises to His people. 
-Promise of judgment if Adam and Eve disobeyed (Genesis 2:17) 
-Promise of redemption /salvation. (Genesis 3:15) 
-Promise made to Noah not to flood the whole earth. (Genesis 9:8-17) 
-Promise made to Abraham to give him an heir, make him a great nation. (Genesis 15 & 17) 
-Promise made to Moses and Israel of the possession of the promised land. (Exodus 20-25; 
31:12-18) 
-Promise to David of a descendant to be on his throne forever. (2 Samuel 7) 
-Promise of salvation to those who repent and trust Christ. (John 3:16) 
-Promise to be with His people. (Matthew 28:20) 
 
God always keeps promises.  He is always faithful! 
“Here, in the character of God, is the glue that holds the diverse parts of the canon together; 
and trust in that glue allowed the biblical writers to write—and us to read—the Bible expecting 
that promises once made already, are, or will someday be, promises kept.”   
           Michael Lawrence 
 
How has God kept or fulfilled His promises? 

• Divine Plan 
Before the foundations of the world. 
 
who saved us and called us to[a] a holy calling, not because of our works but because 
of his own purpose and grace, which he gave us in Christ Jesus before the ages began, 
          2 Timothy 1:9 ESV 
 

• Divine Patterns (Various Patterns)2 
“God works out his plans, yes, but since his ways do not change he works out his plans 
according to certain patterns.”      Michael Lawrence 

 
Illustration of God’s divine/various patterns: 
-Promise 

 
1 Referenced from Michael Lawrence’s book, Biblical Theology In The Life Of The Church, 2010, 71-74. 
2 Referenced from Michael Lawrence’s book, Biblical Theology In The Life Of The Church, 2010, 71-72. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Timothy+1&version=ESV#fen-ESV-29802a


Genesis 2:17, If you sin, you will die.  Sin brings death 
Genesis 3:15, God made a promise to save.  
 
-Look at the following pattern throughout Scripture: 
Genesis 3:21, (God made a covering for Adam and Eve from animals) 
Genesis 22, (Abraham offering Isaac and God providing a substitute sacrifice) 
Exodus 11-12, (God passing over the Israelites on Passover night by their obedience to his 
instructions regarding a lamb without blemish and its blood being smeared on their doorpost.) 
Leviticus (Sacrificial system put in place with Day of Atonement; Leviticus 16:23) 
 
-Look at the fulfillment in Scripture: 
Hebrews tell us of a better more sufficient, once for all Sacrifice, Christ Jesus. (Hebrews 9:11-28; 
10:10-14) 
Animal sacrifices are no longer needed because they found their fulfillment in Jesus Christ.  God 
had promised in Genesis 3:15; 3:21; Genesis 22 that a substitute would be provided, and God 
kept and fulfilled that promise in His Son Jesus Christ.   
 
-Look at the progression of the pattern: 
Promise/Prophecy—Fulfillment—Fulfillment—Final Fulfillment 
 
Example of fulfillment from Scripture given in pp. 73-74 
-Genesis 12:1-3 Abram is to leave his land and God will make Him into a great nation with a 
land. 
-Genesis 12-18 promise of a son and then Isaac was born in Genesis 21.   
-Jacob, Joseph, and more descendants. 
-A new epoch with Moses and the children of Israel leaving Egypt and receiving the covenant at 
Mount Sinai.   
-Greater fulfillment in Joshua taking the people of Israel into the promised land that God had 
promised Abraham and his descendants.   
-Greater fulfillment in David and Solomon as the kingdom expands and the land reign expands 
upon the land.  (Euphrates to the Med; Lebanon to Sinai) 
-Greater fulfillment, in that David and Solomon wasn’t the king that God was speaking of in 2 
Samuel 7 but rather Christ was the king, Christ was the descendant from Abraham that would 
bless the nations! (Galatians and Romans 4) 
-Those who believe in Christ are a part of a greater nation. (1 Peter 2:9-11) (Hebrews 11) 
Atonement of Christ. 
-God is still at work! (John 14:1-4) (Hebrews 4 a better place/rest) (Revelation 21-22) 
 

Typology 
“Typology is simply symbolism with a prospective reference to fulfillment in a later epoch of 
biblical history.  It involves a fundamentally organic relation between events, persons, and 
instructions (type) in one epoch and their counterparts (antitype) in later epochs.”  
           David L. Baker 
 



“God providentially orders events and individual lives so that they serve to prefigure what is yet 
to come.”          Michael Lawrence 
 
Type: 
“An actual historical person or event that God has providentially ordered in order to use that 
person or event to point beyond himself or herself.”    Michael Lawrence 
 
A “type” is a shadow of a reality that is to come.  It can be a person or event that foreshadows a 
future reality.   
For since the law has but a shadow of the good things to come instead of the true form of these 
realities, it can never, by the same sacrifices that are continually offered every year, make 
perfect those who draw near.       Hebrews 10:1 ESV 

 
Antitype: 
“New Testament realities of which certain Old Testament persons, objects, or practices are 
types of figures.”3         John MacArthur 
  
Example from Scripture: 
Romans 5:12-21 
Adam is a “type” 
Christ is the “antitype” 
Adam in this passage points forward to Christ who obeyed God and brought about redemption.  
Redemptive fulfillment is found in Christ! 
 
A type can be identified by the following: 
-A real and historical Biblical figure. 
-They foreshadow the redemption found in Jesus Christ. 
-The type always points toward the fulfillment being found in Jesus Christ.   
 
Remember, the fulfillment of the promise will always be greater than the promise or the type.   
Movement between a foreshadowing to the reality.   
Examples:  
2 Samuel 7:13; Solomon/Christ 
1 Samuel 17 
Other examples: 
Brazen Serpent in Numbers 21 and the Cross in John 3:14-15 
Jonah 1:17 in the belly of the whale for 3 days/3 nights, Christ in the grave for 3 days 
 

For just as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the great fish, so will the Son of 
Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.   Matthew 12:40 

 
Passover Lamb on Exodus 12 to Christ the True Lamb of God. 

 
3 This definition is from the book Biblical Doctrine, by John MacArthur and Richard Mayhue, 2017, 924.  



In the book of Hebrews, the temple, the priesthood, the sacrificial system point to One who is 
better, greater, all-sufficient, Christ.   
Old Covenant is fulfilled in the New Covenant; Jeremiah 31:31-34 
 
Faithful Application of Typology4 
-If we are not careful, we can try to give a moralistic lesson to a “type” or to a passage of 
Scripture.  We give no consideration to context or Biblical Theology.  1 Samuel 17 
-If we are not careful, we can try to allegorize the character or details of a passage.   
(Example: David’s 5 stones: God’s Word, prayer, studying God’s Word, courage, _______.) 
-If not, careful we can read the Old Testament and think this has no relevance for me. 
 
-Allow Scripture, especially the immediate context to determine the meaning of a text and the 
application of a “type”. 
 
“Typology actually safeguards us from moralism and allegory, as well as assuring us that the 
Old Testament was not written just for “them”.  This is because it starts with the Old Testament 
and seeks to understand the significance of the type in its original context, and in terms that 
would have been significant to the original readers.  Then it moves not to us, but to the type’s 
fulfillment in Christ and his redemptive work as the antitype.  Only then does typology make the 
move to contemporary application.”5      Michael Lawrence 
 

 
4 Referenced from Michael Lawrence’s book, Biblical Theology In The Life Of The Church, 2010, 78-82. 
5 Quote from Michael Lawrence’s book, Biblical Theology In The Life Of The Church, 2010, 79-80. 


