
Biblical Theology  
Lesson 1: Biblical Theology Explained 

 
“When we talk about biblical theology, we mean theology that not only tries to systematically understand 
what the Bible teaches, but to do so in the context of the Bible’s own progressively revealed and progressively 
developing storyline…Thus biblical theology is concerned not just with the moral of the story, but the telling of 
the story, and how the very nature of its telling, its unfolding, shapes our understanding of its point.”   
  Michael Lawrence 
 
What does the Bible say? 
What should I believe about ____________? 
How does the Bible say what it says?1 
 
The Three Horizons of God’s Self-Revelation in Scripture2 
God has chosen to reveal Himself to us in His Word and ultimately in His Son Jesus Christ.   
 
The Textual Horizon 
Considering a certain text in its immediate context.   
Example from last week: Jeremiah 29:11 (Greater context is 29:1-14) 
 
The Epochal Horizon 
Epoch is a particular period of history. (Think in terms of Biblical times) 

o Covenants 
Is more than a promise or a contract.  A covenant is a relationship established by one or more parties 
where one is in authority and the other party is under authority.   
When God makes a covenant, He sets takes the initial action and sets the terms. 
 
Covenant of works 
One party/person works for blessings in return.  If the worker does not fulfill his/her works then 
punishment/cursing is ahead.  If the worker fulfills their duties, then blessings are ahead.   
  
Covenant of Grace 
A covenant where a Great King would grant a gracious blessing or inheritance upon a lesser subject.  In 
a covenant of grace, God blesses us, and we do not work or earn this covenant/blessing.  In this type of 
covenant God takes on the responsibility and the punishment if the covenant is not kept.  Note:  The 
covenants that God makes He keeps! 
 
Covenants in the Bible 

• Creation 

• Redemption 

• Noahic Covenant 

• Abrahamic Covenant 

• Mosaic Covenant 

• Davidic Covenant 

• New Covenant 
 

 
1 This Question is suggested in Michael Lawrence’s book, Biblical Theology in the Life of the Church, 2010, 116. 
2 These horizons are taken from Michael Lawrence’s book, Biblical Theology in the Life of the Church, 2010, 55-68. 



Table of Major Biblical Covenants3 

Name Type Blessing Curse Sign Text 

Creation Works Eternal 
sinless life 

Spiritual & 
Physical 
death 

The Tree of 
Life (?) 

Genesis  
2:15-17 

Redemption Works  
(Intra-

Trinitarian) 

Redemption 
of the seed 

of the 
woman 

Judgment of 
the seed of 
the serpent 

Enmity 
between the 

seeds 

Genesis 3:15 

Noahic Grace Judgment 
Postponed 

None Rainbow Genesis 
9:8-17 

Abrahamic Grace 
 

A place and 
people under 

God’s rule, 
blessing the 

nations 

None Circumcision Genesis  
15 & 17 

Mosaic Works Possession of 
the Land  

Exile Sabbath Exodus 20-25 
31:12-18  

Davidic Grace An eternal 
kingdom 

None 
*Note:  

2 Samuel 
7:14 speaks 

of disciplining 
David’s son if 
he does not 

obey the 
Mosaic.    

A Son 2 Samuel 7 

New  Grace Forgiveness 
and eternal 
life in the 

kingdom of 
God 

None Baptism 
*Romans 6 

Jeremiah 
31:27-34 
*Ezekiel 

 36:24-28 
Matthew 
26:27-30 

*Scripture or comments in the table in italics has been added by me.   
Dividing the Epochs through covenants.  These “epochs” in the Bible can be divided by the Covenants.   
God’s revelation of Himself to man is being developed by God in His predetermined way.   
 
A question you could ask yourself to help you in interpreting Scripture is: 
In what covenantal period is this portion of the text?   
“In what covenantal period—in what epoch of God’s redemptive activity—is this particular text found?”  
           Michael Lawrence 
The Canonical Horizon 
How does this relate to Christ?  How is this fulfilled in Jesus Christ? 
How does this relate to redemption in Christ’s blood? 

 
3 The covenants and table has been taken from Michael Lawrence’s book, Biblical Theology in the Life of the Church, 2010, 59-61.   


