
Biblical Theology  
Introduction 

 
What is Biblical Theology? 
 
“Biblical Theology sees the Bible as one story that finds its focus and fulfillment in Jesus.  This 
way of reading the Bible is true to its nature and to God’s purpose.”  Word Partners 
 
“Biblical theology is about reding the Bible, not as if it’s sixty-six separate books, but a single 
book with a single plot—God’s glory displayed through Jesus Christ.  Biblical theology is 
therefore about discovering the unity of the Bible in the midst of its diversity.  It’s about 
understanding what we might call the Bible’s metanarrative.”    Michael Lawrence 
 
“Biblical Theology is the attempt to tell the whole story of the whole Bible as Christian Scripture.  
It’s a story, therefore, that has an authoritative and normative claim on our lives, because it’s 
the story of God’s glory in salvation through judgment.”    Michael Lawrence 
 
Biblical theology is principally concerned with the overall theological message of the whole 
Bible. It seeks to understand the parts in relation to the whole1   B.S. Rosner 
 
Two Examples  

The Storyline of the Bible: 
-God dwelling with man (Genesis 1-2) 
So God created man in his own image, 
    in the image of God he created him; 
    male and female he created them. 
28 And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the 

earth and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the 
heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth.”  Genesis 1:27-28 ESV 
 
-Man rebelling against God (Genesis 3) 
 

-God redeeming sinful man through His Son Jesus Christ (Genesis 3-New Testament) 
 

-God dwelling with man (Revelation 21-22) 
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had 
passed away, and the sea was no more. 2 And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming 
down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3 And I 
heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place[a] of God is with 
man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people,[b] and God himself will be with 
them as their God.         Revelation 21:1-3 ESV 

 
1 B. S. Rosner, “Biblical Theology,” in New Dictionary of Biblical Theology, ed. T. Desmond 
Alexander and Brian S. Rosner, electronic ed. (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2000), 3. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+21&version=ESV#fen-ESV-31041a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+21&version=ESV#fen-ESV-31041b
https://ref.ly/logosres/ndbt?ref=Page.p+3&off=919&ctx=e+Christian+church.+~Biblical+theology+is


The Unfolding Story of God’s Redemptive Plan in History: 
The Story of Creation (Genesis 1-2) 
The Story of the Fall (Genesis 3) 
The Story of Redemption (Genesis 3-New Testament) 
The Story of Restoration  
 
Thus, the Bible is about humankind falling into sin, and God’s determination to put 
things right. It is about salvation, God’s rescue plan for human beings under judgment. 
It is about the worship of the one true God and the rejection of gods that fail.2   
          B.S. Rosner 

 
Importance of Biblical Theology for the Church 
 

1. Biblical Theology keeps the believer from seeing and treating the Bible as a self-help, 
answers to my problem book.  The Bible is God’s divine Word to us.  The Bible is the 
inspired, inerrant, infallible, authoritative, and sufficient for all things Word of God.  The 
Bible is 66 Books in one Book that tells us about God, man, sin, judgment, and salvation 
in His Son Jesus Christ.   

2. Biblical Theology helps the believer see and understand the entire Biblical metanarrative 
of the Bible.   

3. Biblical Theology helps the believer learn and apply Scripture within Scriptures given 
context.   

4. Biblical Theology helps the church to continue to grow in sound Biblical knowledge and 
in sound Biblical application.   

5. Biblical Theology helps and protects teachers, preachers, and disciple makers.   
6. Biblical Theology helps you and me understand the metanarrative of the Bible, but also 

it places your story and my story “in the context of God’s story.”   Michael Lawrence 
 

 
2 B. S. Rosner, “Biblical Theology,” in New Dictionary of Biblical Theology, ed. T. Desmond 
Alexander and Brian S. Rosner, electronic ed. (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2000), 9. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/ndbt?ref=Page.p+9&off=2139&ctx=e+can+be+organized.+~Thus+the+Bible+is+ab

