
The Sweetness of God’s Word 

Psalm 119 

Is an alphabetic acrostic (verses begin with consecutive letters of the Hebrew alphabet) Psalm.  

Consists of 22 stanzas of eight verses each.   

The Psalmist uses 8 different words for God’s law or God’s Word. 

 

• The word “Law” appears 25 times. 
ת  ַ֥  Instruction or direction from the LORD, YAHWEH.  This speaks of His divine) (law) תֹור 
revelation to us.) 
Exodus 20; Ten Commandments or Deuteronomy  
Psalm 119:1 
 

• The word “Laws/Rules” appears 23 times. 
י ַ֥ ט  פָּ  Refers to God’s just rules.  It denotes the idea of God’s laws always) (laws/rules) ִמשְׁ
be just.  God, Yahweh is the supreme just God who always renders a just and right 
verdict.  
Genesis 18 
Psalm 119:156 
 

• The word “Word” appears 24 times.   
ר    בָּ  (Refers to any word or speech that has come from the mouth of God) (Word) דְׁ
Psalm 119:9 
 

• The word “Testimonies/Statue(s)” appears 23 times. 
י ֶ֑ ֺות   This denotes God’s testimony of Himself.  It is used frequently to) (Testimonies) ֵעדְׁ
speak of the stone tablets that God gave unto Moses on Exodus 31:18.) 
Some will say that this particular word for testimony since it applies to the stone tablets 
and the Ark of the Covenant it speaks of God’s testimony here in the sense of a 
covenant or a covenantal relationship.  
Psalm 119:129 
 

• The word “Commands” appears 22 times. 
וֺ  יִמצְׁ ַ֥ ת   (commands/commandments) (It is a synonym of “laws”.  It refers to any command 

that the LORD has given) 
Psalm 119:151 
 

• The word “Decrees” appears 21 times. 
י  Something that is prescribed, an authoritative rule.  It comes) (decrees/statues) ֻחק  
from the root word to inscribe or to engrave.  It refers to a King inscribing his rule upon 
something.)  
Psalm 119:135 
i 



• The word “Precepts” appears 21 times.   
י ֶ֣  (.Instructions/Precepts given by God requiring an appropriate response) (Precepts) ִפקּוד 
Psalm 119:100  
Psalm 119:159 
 

• The word “Promise” appears 19 times.  
ת  רָּ  (.Denotes anything that God has promised in His Word or spoken) (Promise) ִאמְׁ
Psalm 119:140 
 

1.  The Nature of God’s Word. 

o Inspired 

God’s Word is from Him! 

All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 

correction, and for training in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be 

complete, equipped for every good work.   2 Timothy 3:16-17 

 

20 knowing this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture comes from someone's 
own interpretation. 21 For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but 
men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit. 
          2 Peter 1:20-

21 

 

“The Holy Bible was written by men divinely inspired and is God's revelation of 

Himself to man. It is a perfect treasure of divine instruction. It has God for its 

author, salvation for its end, and truth, without any mixture of error, for its 

matter. Therefore, all Scripture is totally true and trustworthy. It reveals the 

principles by which God judges us, and therefore is, and will remain to the end of 

the world, the true center of Christian union, and the supreme standard by which 

all human conduct, creeds, and religious opinions should be tried. All Scripture is 

a testimony to Christ, who is Himself the focus of divine revelation. “  

   Baptist Faith and Message, 2000, Article 1, The Scriptures 

 

o Inerrant 

The word “inerrant” can be translated “truth, without any mixture of error”. 

John 17:17, Psalm 19:7-11 

 

o Infallible 

God’s Word is free of error and will not lead you astray.   

God does not fail and His Word will not fail. 

“For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven 

    and do not return there but water the earth, 



making it bring forth and sprout, 

    giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 
11 so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 

    it shall not return to me empty, 

but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 

    and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it.    Isaiah 55:11   

o Authoritative 

His Word carries His authority! 

 

o Eternal  

God’s Word will last forever. 

Forever, O Lord, your word 

    is firmly fixed in the heavens.      Psalm 119:89 

for 

“All flesh is like grass 
    and all its glory like the flower of grass. 
The grass withers, 
    and the flower falls, 
25 but the word of the Lord remains forever.”  1 Peter 1:24-25 

  
2. The work of God’s Word. 

o God’s Word point us to Jesus, our Savior. 
27 And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them in all 
the Scriptures the things concerning himself.    Luke 24:25-27 
 
17 So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.  
 Romans 10:17 
My soul clings to the dust; 
    give me life according to your word!     Psalm 119:25 
It is through the Word of God that one comes to be aware of his sinfulness and 
His need of a savior.   
 

o God’s Word sanctifies us.   

How can a young man keep his way pure? 

    By guarding it according to your word.     Psalm 119:9 

I have stored up your word in my heart, 

    that I might not sin against you.      Psalm 119:11 

 
17 Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth.     John 17:17 

o God’s Word guards our hearts. 



How can a young man keep his way pure? 

    By guarding it according to your word.     Psalm 119:9 

 

o God’s Word directs our steps.   

How can a young man keep his way pure? 

    By guarding it according to your word.     Psalm 119:9 

Your testimonies are my delight; 

    they are my counselors.       Psalm 119:24 

Just as a guidance counselor guides you in school, or a financial advisor guides 

you in your investments, so the Word of God guides us.   

 

o God’s Word gives us understanding. 

Give me understanding, that I may keep your law 

    and observe it with my whole heart.     Psalm 119:34 

I have more understanding than all my teachers, 

    for your testimonies are my meditation. 
100 I understand more than the aged, 

    for I keep your precepts.         Psalm 119:99-100 

Let my cry come before you, O Lord; 

    give me understanding according to your word!   Psalm 119:169 

 

o God’s Word gives us strength.       

My soul melts away for sorrow; 

    strengthen me according to your word!    Psalm 119:28 

 

3.  The preciousness of God’s Word. 

o God’s Word is our delight. 

I will delight in your statutes; 

    I will not forget your word.       Psalm 119:16 

Your testimonies are my delight; 

    they are my counselors.       Psalm 119:24 

for I find my delight in your commandments, 

    which I love.        Psalm 119:47 

Let your mercy come to me, that I may live; 

    for your law is my delight.       Psalm 119:77 

Oh how I love your law! 

    It is my meditation all the day.      Psalm 119:97 

Trouble and anguish have found me out, 

    but your commandments are my delight.     Psalm 119:143 

Princes persecute me without cause, 

    but my heart stands in awe of your words.    Psalm 119:161 



I long for your salvation, O Lord, 

    and your law is my delight.      Psalm 119:174 

What do you delight in tonight?  What do you treasure?   

 

o God’s Word teaches us of salvation. 

My soul longs for your salvation; 

    I hope in your word.         Psalm 119:81 

Plead my cause and redeem me; 

    give me life according to your promise!     Psalm 119:154 

Great is your mercy, O Lord; 

    give me life according to your rules.     Psalm 119:156 

 

o God’s Word is our hope. 

And take not the word of truth utterly out of my mouth, 

    for my hope is in your rules.      Psalm 119:43 

Remember your word to your servant, 

    in which you have made me hope.      Psalm 119:49 

Those who fear you shall see me and rejoice, 

    because I have hoped in your word.     Psalm 119:74 

My soul longs for your salvation; 

    I hope in your word.         Psalm 119:81 

You are my hiding place and my shield; 

    I hope in your word.       Psalm 119:114 

I rise before dawn and cry for help; 

    I hope in your words.       Psalm 119:147 

 

o God’s Word is our guard. 

I hold back my feet from every evil way, 

    in order to keep your word. 
102 I do not turn aside from your rules, 

    for you have taught me.      Psalm 119:101-102 

Your word is a lamp to my feet 

    and a light to my path.       Psalm 119:105 

Example:  Running with a headlamp 

The wicked have laid a snare for me, 

    but I do not stray from your precepts.     Psalm 119:110 

 

o God’s Word is our deliverer. 

You are my hiding place and my shield; 

    I hope in your word.       Psalm 119:114 

Look on my affliction and deliver me, 



    for I do not forget your law.      Psalm 119:153 

Let my plea come before you; 

    deliver me according to your word.     Psalm 119:170 

 

o God’s Word is our treasure. 

The law of your mouth is better to me 

    than thousands of gold and silver pieces.    Psalm 119:72 

How sweet are your words to my taste, 

    sweeter than honey to my mouth!     Psalm 119:103 

I open my mouth and pant, 

    because I long for your commandments.    Psalm 119:131 

 

o God’s Word is Right. 

Righteous are you, O Lord, 

    and right are your rules.      Psalm 119:137 

Your testimonies are righteous forever; 

    give me understanding that I may live.    Psalm 119:144 

But you are near, O Lord, 

    and all your commandments are true.    Psalm 119:151 

The sum of your word is truth, 

    and every one of your righteous rules endures forever.  Psalm 119:160 

 

4. The appropriate response to God’s Word. 

o Love God’s Word.   

Therefore I love your commandments 

    above gold, above fine gold.     Psalm 119:127 

Great peace have those who love your law; 

    nothing can make them stumble.     Psalm 119:165 

 

o Keep God’s Word. 

I will keep your statutes; 

    do not utterly forsake me!       Psalm 119:8 

Deal bountifully with your servant, 

o     that I may live and keep your word.     Psalm 119:17 

I will lift up my hands toward your commandments, which I love, 

    and I will meditate on your statutes.     Psalm 119:48 

The Lord is my portion; 

    I promise to keep your words.      Psalm 119:57 

Before I was afflicted I went astray, 

    but now I keep your word.       Psalm 119:67 



Your testimonies are wonderful; 

    therefore my soul keeps them      Psalm 119:129 

 

o Speak of God’s Word. 

I will also speak of your testimonies before kings 

    and shall not be put to shame     Psalm 119:46 

 

o Rejoice in God’s Word.   

I will praise you with an upright heart, 

    when I learn your righteous rules.       Psalm 119:7 

Your statutes have been my songs 

  in the house of my sojourning.      Psalm 119:54 

My tongue will sing of your word, 

    for all your commandments are right.     Psalm 119:172 

Your statutes have been my songs 

    in the house of my sojourning.      Psalm 119:54 

I rejoice at your word 

    like one who finds great spoil.      Psalm 119:162 

My tongue will sing of your word, 

    for all your commandments are right.     Psalm 119:172 

 
 

 
*All referenced Scripture is in:  The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2001). Wheaton: Standard 
Bible Society. 
 


