
The Hope of Christ’s Return 
1 John 2:28-3:3 
 

1. Children of God abide in God and in Christ.  (1 John 2:28) 
 

a. Abiding in God and in Christ gives us confidence in Christ’s return.  
 
Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it 
abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. 5 I am the vine; you 
are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much 
fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If anyone does not abide in me he is 
thrown away like a branch and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown 
into the fire, and burned. 7 If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask 
whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.    John 15:4-7 ESV 
 

b. Abiding in God and in Christ keeps us from shame at Christ’s return.   
 
For whoever is ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful 
generation, of him will the Son of Man also be ashamed when he comes in the 
glory of his Father with the holy angels.”    Mark 8:38 ESV 
 

2. Children of God practice righteousness because Christ is righteous. (1 John 2:29) 
 

a. Christ’s righteousness is certain and evident. 
 

b. Christ’s righteousness is given to the believer. 
 

c. Those who possess and practice this righteousness are born of God. 
 

• Characterizes the believer 
 

• Confirmation to the believer 
 

3. Children of God have been lavished with God’s love. (1 John 3:1) 
 

but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.  
        Romans 5:8 ESV 
 
“For God so loved the world,[i] that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him 
should not perish but have eternal life.     John 3:16 ESV 
 

a. Stop, be in awe of God’s wonderful love for you. 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=JOhn+3&version=ESV#fen-ESV-26126i


• God’s love is unlike any other love.  
 

• God’s love originates with Him. 
 

• God’s love is a gift that can never be earned. 
 

• God’s love is a gift that He will never revoke.   
 

• God’s love transforms the sinner into children of God.  
 

b. Stop, understand the world doesn’t recognize you because you have a different 
Father.  
 

4. Children of God should be confident in the now and eager about the future. (1 John 
3:2) 

a. We can be sure we are secure in Christ. 
 

b. We can be sure we shall be like Christ when He returns.  
 
 But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus 
Christ, 21 who will transform our lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the 
power that enables him even to subject all things to himself. 

Philippians 3:20-21 ESV 
 

29 For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image 
of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 

        Romans 8:29 ESV 
 
And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord,[e] are being 
transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another.[f] For this 
comes from the Lord who is the Spirit.   2 Corinthians 3:18 ESV 
 

5. Children of God have eternal hope and should live for Christ now. (1 John 3:3) 
 

a. This hope belongs to each believer.  
 

b. This hope motives each believer to Christlike behavior.   
 
but as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct,  

1 Peter 1:15 ESV 
 

Having purified your souls by your obedience to the truth for a sincere brotherly 
love, love one another earnestly from a pure heart,   1 Peter 1:22 ESV 
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