
Whose Righteousness Are You Trusting In? 
Luke 18:9-14 
 

1. Don’t trust in your self-righteousness.  (vv.9-12) 
 

a. Self-righteousness leads to hell. 
b. Self-righteousness leads to a performance-based salvation.   

 
yet we know that a person is not justified[b] by works of the law but through faith 
in Jesus Christ, so we also have believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by 
faith in Christ and not by works of the law, because by works of the law no one 
will be justified.      Galatians 2:16 ESV 
 

c. Self-righteousness leads to a critical spirit. 
 
For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of himself 
more highly than he ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each 
according to the measure of faith that God has assigned.  Romans 12:3 ESV 
 

d. Self-righteousness leads to a cynical spirit. 
e. Self-righteousness leads to hollow worship. 
f. Self-righteousness values conformity over love and obedience.   
g. Self-righteousness attempts to justify our attitudes and actions.   

 
2. Renounce your unrighteousness.  (vv.13-14) 

 
“None is righteous, no, not one; 
11 

    no one understands; 
    no one seeks for God. 
12 All have turned aside; together they have become worthless; 
    no one does good, 
    not even one.”       Romans 3:11-12 ESV 
 
or all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God   Romans 3:23 ESV 
 
 For Christ also suffered[b] once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might 
bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit,  
         1 Peter 3:18 ESV 

 
9 Or do you not know that the unrighteous[b] will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not 
be deceived: neither the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor men who 
practice homosexuality,[c] 10 nor thieves, nor the greedy, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor 
swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. 11 And such were some of you. But you were 
washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and 
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by the Spirit of our God.      1 Corinthians 6:9 ESV 
 

a. Humble yourself 
b. Repent of your sin and place your faith in Christ. 

 
3. Plead for Christ’s righteousness.  

 
Have mercy on me,[a] O God, 
    according to your steadfast love; 
according to your abundant mercy 
    blot out my transgressions. 
2 Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, 
    and cleanse me from my sin!      Psalm 51:1 ESV 
 

a. Those who plead for mercy receive mercy. 
 
21 But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, 
although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it— 22 the righteousness of 
God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no 
distinction: 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and are 
justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ 
Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by 
faith. This was to show God's righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he 
had passed over former sins. 26 It was to show his righteousness at the present 
time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. 
        Romans 3:24 ESV 
 
3 For we are the circumcision, who worship by the Spirit of God[b] and glory in 
Christ Jesus and put no confidence in the flesh—   Philippians 3:3 ESV 
 
 
8 Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing 
Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count 
them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not 
having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which 
comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on 
faith—      Philippians 3:8-9 ESV 
 

17 For if, because of one man's trespass, death reigned through that one man, 
much more will those who receive the abundance of grace and the free gift of 
righteousness reign in life through the one man Jesus Christ. 
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18 Therefore, as one trespass[f] led to condemnation for all men, so one act of 
righteousness[g] leads to justification and life for all men. 19 For as by the one 
man's disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one man's obedience 
the many will be made righteous. 20 Now the law came in to increase the 
trespass, but where sin increased, grace abounded all the more, 21 so that, as sin 
reigned in death, grace also might reign through righteousness leading to eternal 
life through Jesus Christ our Lord.    Romans 5:17-21 ESV 

b. Those who refuse to plead for mercy will receive judgment. 
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