
The Superiority of God’s Wisdom 
1 Corinthians 1:18-2:5 
 

1. God’s wisdom is permanent. (vv.18-23) 
a. Man’s limited wisdom will end. 

 
2. God’s wisdom is powerful. (vv.24-25) 

a. Man’s wisdom cannot touch God’s wisdom.   
 

3. God’s wisdom is puzzling. (vv.26-28) 
a. Man thinks greatness consists of: 

o Your intellect 
o Your strength 
o Your position/privilege 

 
Listen, my beloved brothers, has not God chosen those who are poor in 
the world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom, which he has 
promised to those who love him?    James 2:5 ESV 
 

b. God shows us greatness consists of what He has determined and chosen: 
 

o God chose what the world says is foolish (Gospel) 
 

o God chose what the world says is weakness  
 

o God chose what the world says is humiliating  
 

4. God’s wisdom is purposeful. (vv.29-31) 
 

a. In God’s wisdom, God receives the glory. 
b. In God’s wisdom, man can receive eternal blessings.   

 
o Salvation 

 
o Wisdom 

God is the giver of godly wisdom.   
6 For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has shone in our 
hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of 
Jesus Christ.      2 Corinthians 4:6 ESV 
 

o Righteousness 
For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we 
might become the righteousness of God.  2 Corinthians 5:21 ESV 
 



8 Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth 
of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all 
things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9 and be 
found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the 
law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from 
God that depends on faith—    Philippians 3:9 ESV 
 

o Sanctification 

And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord,[e] are 
being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to 
another.[f] For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit. 
       2 Corinthians 3:18 ESV 

 
10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good 
works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them. 

        Ephesians 2:10 ESV 
 

o Redemption 
 
In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our 
trespasses, according to the riches of his grace,  Ephesians 1:7 ESV 

 
knowing that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from 
your forefathers, not with perishable things such as silver or 
gold, 19 but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without 

blemish or spot.       1 Peter 1:18-19 ESV 
 
4 But far be it from me to boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
by which[b] the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world. 

Galatians 6:14 ESV 
 

5. God’s wisdom is peculiar in presentation but powerful in its purpose. (vv.1-5) 
 

a. God has chosen to use us to proclaim His good news.   
b. God will use you if you will resolve to proclaim Christ crucified.  
c. God grants faith when individuals turn from their wisdom and seeks God.   
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