
John the Baptist: Faithful unto Death 
Matthew 11:1-11 
 
1. John’s Birth was Unusual. 
     Luke 1:5-25; 57-80 
 
     a. His parents “were both well advanced in years.” 
 
     b. His mother had been barren - unable to conceive. 
 
     c. His name was selected by God.  Luke 1:19 
 
     d. His purpose was announced in advance of his birth.             Luke 1:15-17 
Then the word of the LORD came to me, saying:  
"Before I formed you in the womb I knew you; Before you were born I sanctified you; I ordained you a prophet to 
the nations."                    Jeremiah 1:4-5 NKJV 
 
2. John’s Lifestyle was Unimpressive. 
In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea,  
and saying, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!"  
For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah, saying: "The voice of one crying in the wilderness: 'Prepare 
the way of the Lord; Make His paths straight.'"  
And John himself was clothed in camel's hair, with a leather belt around his waist; and his food was locusts and 
wild honey.                    Matthew 3:1-4 NKJV 
 
     a. His dwelling 
So the child grew and became strong in spirit, and was in the deserts till the day of his manifestation to Israel.  

Luke 1:80 NKJV 
 
     b. His dress 
So they answered him, "A hairy man [He wore a garment of hair, ESV] wearing a leather belt around his waist." 
And he said, "It is Elijah the Tishbite."                     2nd Kings 1:8 NKJV 
 
(Concerning false prophets) And it shall be in that day that every prophet will be ashamed of his vision when he 
prophesies; they will not wear a robe of coarse hair to deceive.              Zechariah 13:4 NKJV 
 
     c. His diet 
These you may eat: the locust after its kind, the destroying locust after its kind, the cricket after its kind, and the 
grasshopper after its kind.                  Leviticus 11:22 NKJV 
 
Massive swarms of locusts are sweeping across South Asia, the Middle East and the Horn of Africa. The current 
outbreak is the worst in recent decades. One million hectares of land is under threat in eight countries in the Horn 
of Africa. This is a crisis and a serious threat to crops, economies and livelihoods. New bands and swarms are 
currently forming so the crisis will continue for several more weeks. 
In some of the countries affected by the locust swarms, where millions of people already struggle with access to 
food, citizens are asking why the locusts can't be turned into food or animal feed. 
There are various reasons why eating swarming locusts used to make sense. 
When they're swarming, they can be collected in large numbers, and relatively quickly and easily. This can even be 
done using hands, bags and buckets. 
From a nutritional point of view, grasshoppers and locusts are excellent sources of protein and other essential 
nutrients. 

http://www.fao.org/emergencies/crisis/desertlocust/en/
https://locust-hub-hqfao.hub.arcgis.com/
http://www.fao.org/ag/locusts/en/info/info/index.html
https://medicalxpress.com/tags/locust+swarms/
https://citizentv.co.ke/news/you-cannot-finish-the-locusts-by-eating-them-expert-312146/
http://www.jstor.org/stable/281220
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/when-life-gives-you-locusts-yemenis-turn-plague-dinner-during-ramadan
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1002/mnfr.201200735


But one major factor that must be considered today is the use of chemicals. The current locust outbreak is so 
severe that authorities have turned to using insecticides. 

Joost Van Itterbeeck, Medical Xpress, April 24, 2020 
 
3. John’s Commitment was Uncompromising. 
     John 3:22-21; Mark 6:14-29 
 
     a. In his priority, John was uncompromising.    John 3:22-31 
 
     b. In his preaching, John was uncompromising.   Mark 6:14-29 
 
4. John’s Witness was Undying. 
And He [Jesus] went away again beyond the Jordan to the place where John was baptizing at first, and there He 
stayed.  
Then many came to Him and said, "John performed no sign, but all the things that John spoke about this Man were 
true."  
And many believed in Him there.                                                                                                               John 10:40-42 NKJV 
 

By faith Abel offered to God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, through which he obtained witness that he was 
righteous, God testifying of his gifts; and through it he being dead still speaks.                               Hebrews 11:4 NKJV 
 

when I call to remembrance the genuine faith that is in you, which dwelt first in your grandmother Lois and your 
mother Eunice, and I am persuaded is in you also.                                                                               2nd Timothy 1:5 NKJV 
 

     a. John’s integrity was attested to by the people.   John 10:41 

 

     b. John’s ministry had fruit after he had died.    John 10:42 

         And many believed in Him there 

 

         John the Baptist was faithful unto death. 

         John the Baptist was fruitful after death. 

 


