
Stephen: “Faithful unto Death” 
Acts 6-7 
 
Do not fear any of those things which you are about to suffer. Indeed, the devil is about to throw some of you into 
prison, that you may be tested, and you will have tribulation ten days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you 
the crown of life.                                                      Christ’s letter to the church in Smyrna, Revelation: 2:10 NKJV 
 
But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth."         

Christ’s instructions to the disciples prior to His ascension: Acts 1:8 NKJV 
 
“Witnesses” = “Martoos” = Martyrs 
 
1. Stephen was found to be solid in his faith.        6:1-7 
 
     a. His life was observable. It was not hidden. 
 
You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden.  
Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the 
house.  
Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.  

Matthew 5:14-16 NKJV 
 
     b. His life was distinguishable. It was an uncommon life. 
 
You therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus.  
And the things that you have heard from me among many witnesses, commit these to faithful men who will be 
able to teach others also.             2nd Timothy 2:1-2 NKJV 
 
2. Stephen was fervent in striving for his faith.        6:8-15 
 
     a. He was not distracted by the plotting of the enemy.      8-11 
 
To the Chief Musician. Set to 'The Silent Dove in Distant Lands.' A Michtam of David when the Philistines captured 
him in Gath.  
Be merciful to me, O God, for man would swallow me up; Fighting all day he oppresses me.  
My enemies would hound me all day, For there are many who fight against me, O Most High.  
Whenever I am afraid, I will trust in You.  
In God (I will praise His word), In God I have put my trust; I will not fear. What can flesh do to me?  
All day they twist my words; All their thoughts are against me for evil.  
They gather together, They hide, they mark my steps, When they lie in wait for my life.             Psalms 56:1-6 NKJV 
 
     b. He was not infected by the poison of the enemy.       12-15 
 
3. Stephen was familiar with the story of his faith.       7:1-54 
 
     a. At a critical moment, personally, rehearsing the truth must have been comforting. 
 
         (1) Stephen recalls the activity of God.         2 
         (2) Stephen recalls the rejection of others: Joseph (7), Moses (38-39), Christ (“Just One” 52)  
 



     b. At a critical moment, providentially, retelling the truth was convicting.    54 
 
         Last week: “There is a bigger picture. God’s vision is better than ours.” 
         We are not told of anyone getting saved as a result of Stephen’s witness unto death but we are told of a 
“young man named Saul” keeping the clothing of the ones who stoned Stephen. (58) 
 
4. Stephen was faithful to the Savior of his faith.       7:52 
 
     a. He confessed the righteousness of Christ.        52 
     b. He confessed the resurrection of Christ.        56 
 
5. Stephen was fearless in suffering for his faith.       7:55-60 
 
     a. Note Who he was blessed to see. 
 
But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels, for the suffering of death crowned with glory and 
honor, that He, by the grace of God, might taste death for everyone.                                                  Hebrews 2:9 NKJV 
 
     b. Note what he was blessed to say.  
 
         (1) For himself he prayed a prayer of submission. 
 
         (2) For his attackers he prayed a prayer of intercession. 
 
But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for those 
who spitefully use you and persecute you,                 Matthew 5:44 NKJV 
 
But I say to you who hear: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you,  
bless those who curse you, and pray for those who spitefully use you.                 Luke 6:27-28 NKJV 
 
6. Stephen followed the succession of Old Testament saints who were persecuted and killed and he was first in 
the series of New Testament saints who would be faithful unto death.     7:52 
 
Stephen was of that noble band the writer in Hebrews simply identifies as “others” that were not delivered from 
great trials but through them instead. 
 
Still others had trial of mockings and scourgings, yes, and of chains and imprisonment.  
They were stoned, they were sawn in two, were tempted, were slain with the sword. They wandered about in 
sheepskins and goatskins, being destitute, afflicted, tormented--  
of whom the world was not worthy. They wandered in deserts and mountains, in dens and caves of the earth.  

Hebrews 11:36-38 NKJV 
 


