
Beholding Grace 
Acts 11:19-26 
When he came and had seen the grace of God, he was glad, and encouraged them all that with purpose of heart 
they should continue with the Lord.                                                                                                                 Acts 11:22 NKJV 
 
1. Barnabas saw the effective reach of persevering grace.      11:19 
 
     a. He saw how grace had worked through persecution.      11:19a 
 
         Acts 8:1-3 
 
         (1) God incorporates suffering into the accomplishment of His great purpose. 
 
               Consider the happenings in Joseph’s life. 
 Genesis 37:28  At seventeen Joseph was sold into slavery 
 Genesis 41:46  At thirty Joseph was made second in command 
 Genesis 50:14-21 After his father’s death, Joseph showed grace to his brothers 
    After his captivity, Joseph lived for 80 years. 
 
         (2) God uses suffering to discipline and develop His people. 
 Genesis 42:36  Jacob could not see how anything good could happen. 
    *When in the process, it is hard to see how good can happen. Faith must prevail. 
 Genesis 47:10  Jacob blesses Pharaoh 
 
 Exodus 1:6-7  Descendants of Jacob multiplied greatly. Promise to Abraham was being fulfilled. 
 
…blessing I will bless you, and multiplying I will multiply your descendants as the stars of the heaven and as the 
sand which is on the seashore; and your descendants shall possess the gate of their enemies.    Genesis 22:17 NKJV 
 
     b. He saw how grace had worked through preaching.       11:19b 
 
Therefore those who were scattered went everywhere preaching the word.                                        Acts 8:4 NKJV 
 
Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning at this Scripture, preached Jesus to him.        Acts 8:35 NKJV 
 
Immediately he preached the Christ in the synagogues, that He is the Son of God.                          Acts 9:20 NKJV 
 
Then Peter opened his mouth and said: "In truth I perceive that God shows no partiality.  
But in every nation whoever fears Him and works righteousness is accepted by Him.  
The word which God sent to the children of Israel, preaching peace through Jesus Christ--He is Lord of all--  

Acts 10:34-36 NKJV 
 
For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the 
power of God.            1st Corinthians 1:18 NKJV 
 
2. Barnabas saw the evidence of saving grace.        11:26 
 
     a. The people’s unwavering continuation with doctrinal training. 
 
Little children, it is the last hour; and as you have heard that the Antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists 
have come, by which we know that it is the last hour.  



They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would have continued with us; but 
they went out that they might be made manifest, that none of them were of us.          1st John 2:18-19 NKJV 
 
Then those who gladly received his word were baptized; and that day about three thousand souls were added to 
them.  
And they continued steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers  

Acts 2:41-42 NKJV 
 
     b. The people’s unashamed identification with Christ. 
 
“Christian” was likely given by their critics out of disdain for Christ and their allegiance to Him. It became a name 
of honor. 
 
3. Barnabas saw the expression of maturing grace.                 Acts 13:1-3 
 
     a. The congregation was sensitive to the leading of the Holy Spirit. 
 
     b. The congregation was submissive to the ruling of the Holy Spirit. 
 
     c. The congregation was supportive of foreign missions.           Acts 14:25-28 
 
 
 
Have you seen any evidences of grace lately?  
 
 Have you seen saving grace: A life changed by the power of the gospel of Jesus Christ? 
 
 Have you seen maturing grace: A life that is growing deeper in the Christian faith? 
 
 Have you seen persevering grace: A life that is enduring trials well whether physical or spiritual? 
 
 


