
Relationships and Attitudes Matter 
Ephesians 6:1-9 
 
Main Idea:  Relationships and our attitudes matter!  We must have and show the right 
attitude toward others.   
 

1. Children need to have the proper attitude toward their parents.  (vv.1-3) 
Our attitudes are important!  In fact our attitude will usually direct or determine our 
actions.   
The Apostle Paul is commanding children to act a certain way based on proper attitudes.  
  

a. Obey your parents 
Three motives for obeying your parents: 

o Because you respect the Lord 
“in the Lord” 

o Because it is right 
o Because it is the 5th commandment 
 
“Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long in the land 
that the LORD your God is giving you.    Exodus 20:12 
 
Obedience is what the Lord expects! 
 

b. Honor your parents 
Honor means to show respect or high regard for.  It is to recognize authority over 
us.   

o Because it is the first command with a promise 
 

o Because it is where you learn submission 
If you cannot obey your parents, if you are unwilling to obey your 
parents, odds are you will struggle with authority all your life.   

 
2. Parents need to have the proper attitude and actions toward their children.  (v.4) 

 
a. Exercise sensitivity and care in how you interact with your children.   

Parents words make an impact on their children’s lives.   
 

b. Bring your children up to maturity. 
o Discipleship through discipline 

Instruction can be formative and corrective.   
 

o Discipleship through teaching them how to follow Christ 
One of the greatest things we can pass on is how to faithfully follow 
Christ. 



 
3. Employees need to have the proper attitude and respect for their employer. (vv.5-8)  

 
a. Acknowledge your bosses authority and respect it. 

Fear is showing respect.  Knowing that their authority comes from Christ.  Christ 
has placed them over you. 
 

b. Work hard all the time with a good attitude! 
Not only when they are looking but when they’re not looking! 
 

c. Remember, God notices everything!     
Christians answer to a higher Master!  We serve Christ!   

 
4. Employers need to have the proper attitude and respect for their employees.  (v. 9) 

 
a. Respect them don’t threaten them. 

 
b. Remember you answer to God.  

Once God has spoken; twice have I heard this: 
that power belongs to God, 
12     and that to you, O Lord, belongs steadfast love. 
For you will render to a man according to his work.   Psalm 62:11-12 

 
c. Remember you and your employees are equal before God.   


