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THE CHURCH THAT WORKS
Acts 19

Introduction: As we follow Paul on these missionary

journeys and his different encounters with culture as a
missionary, we can learn some important life lessons today
as we strive to be God’s ambassadors to the lost around us.
2 Corinthians 13:5 Paul said it this way: “Examine

yourselves, to see whether you are in the faith. Test
yourselves. Or do you not realize this about yourselves,
that Jesus Christ is in you? —unless indeed you fail to meet
the test!” (ESV)
2 Corinthians 5:17

Background from chapter 18:
Acts 18:25-26 He had been instructed in the way of the

Lord. And being fervent in spirit, he spoke and taught
accurately the things concerning Jesus, though he knew
only the baptism of John. 26 He began to speak boldly in the
synagogue, but when Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they
took him aside and explained to him the way of God more
accurately. (ESV)

1. WE SEE WHAT AN INCONSISTENT
PROFESSION LOOKS LIKE.
Acts 19:1-10 And it happened that while Apollos was at

Corinth, Paul passed through the inland country and came to
Ephesus. There he found some disciples. 2 And he said to
them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?”
And they said, “No, we have not even heard that there is a
Holy Spirit.” 3 And he said, “Into what then were you
baptized?” They said, “Into John's baptism.” 4 And Paul
said, “John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling
the people to believe in the one who was to come after him,
that is, Jesus.” 5 On hearing this, they were baptized in the
name of the Lord Jesus. 6 And when Paul had laid his hands
on them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they began
speaking in tongues and prophesying. 7 There were about

twelve men in all. 8 And he entered the synagogue and for
three months spoke boldly, reasoning and persuading them
about the kingdom of God. 9 But when some became
stubborn and continued in unbelief, speaking evil of the Way
before the congregation, he withdrew from them and took
the disciples with him, reasoning daily in the hall of
Tyrannus. 10 This continued for two years, so that all the
residents of Asia heard the word of the Lord, both Jews and
Greeks. (ESV)
Romans 8:9 You, however, are not in the flesh but in the

Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who
does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him.
(ESV)

named Sceva were doing this.15 But the evil spirit answered
them, “Jesus I know, and Paul I recognize, but who are
you?” 16 And the man in whom was the evil spirit leaped on
them, mastered all of them and over-powered them, so that
they fled out of that house naked and wounded. 17 And this
became known to all the
residents of Ephesus, both Jews and Greeks. And fear fell
upon them all, and the name of the Lord Jesus was
extolled. 18 Also many of those who were now believers
came, confessing and divulging their practices. 19 And a
number of those who had practiced magic arts brought their
books together and burned them in the sight of all. And they
counted the value of them and found it came to fifty
thousand pieces of silver.20 So the word of the
Lord continued to increase and prevail mightily. (ESV)

Romans 8:16 The Spirit Himself testifies and confirms

together with our spirit [assuring us] that we [believers] are
children of God. (AMP)
Ephesians 1:13-14 In him you also, when you heard the

word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in
him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, 14 who is the
guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of
it, to the praise of his glory. (ESV)
Acts 19:6
Acts 2:4-11
Ephesians 5:18

2. WE SEE WHAT INADEQUATE POWER
OPERATES LIKE.
Acts 19:11-20 And God was doing extraordinary miracles

by the hands of Paul, 12 so that even handkerchiefs or aprons
that had touched his skin were carried away to the sick, and
their diseases left them and the evil spirits came out of
them. 13 Then some of the itinerant Jewish exorcists
undertook to invoke the name of the Lord Jesus over those
who had evil spirits, saying, “I adjure you by the Jesus
whom Paul proclaims.” 14 Seven sons of a Jewish high priest

Acts 19:26 And you see and hear that not only in Ephesus

but in almost all of Asia this Paul has persuaded and turned
away a great many people, saying that gods made with
hands are not gods. (ESV)
John 15:5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever

abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for
apart from me you can do nothing.” (ESV)

3. WE SEE WHAT INDIGNANT PEOPLE ACT
LIKE.
1 Timothy 6:10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of

evils. It is through this craving that some have wandered
away from the faith and pierced themselves with many
pangs. (ESV)

As a church, we minister by persuasion and by the power of
the Holy Spirit, not by propaganda. We share God’s truth,
not man’s religious lies. Our motive is love, not anger; and
we do all for the glory of God, not for the praise of men or to
pad our pockets.

