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I hope this newsletter finds you and your family doing well!
Greetings! It is officially time to break out the stretchy pants for holiday eating and along with all
of the Christmas decorations; the most wonderful time of the year is here! We enjoyed
Thanksgiving here in Wilmington with some of the Restoration family and kicked off the holiday
season at Wrightsville Beach with the Holiday Flotilla on Saturday the 25th! During the
Thanksgiving holiday season and into Christmas, we are praying for you to have many moments to
share with others about your thankfulness for what Christ has done in your life!
In Christ,

Chris Wilson
Lead Pastor/Planter - Restoration Church
Advent Celebration - Joy to the World
On Sunday, November 26th, we began our
Advent Christmas series - “Joy to the World.”
Over the next four weeks, we are going to look
at the promise of God that Christ would be a
blessing for all nations and all peoples.
Also, we are going to be taking up our first
Christmas missions offering. In keeping with
the theme of “Joy to the World,” we are going
to support two foreign missionary families.
There will be more details on the website about the work these families are doing in Eastern
Europe and South East Asia. Our goal is $1,000 for the offering to be split evenly between both
missionary works. If you would like to give to the Christmas offering, please check out the church’s
website and if you have any questions please let me know!

TELL THE STORY. LIVE THE STORY.

A Note of Thanks from Our Family to Yours!
There is rarely a day that goes by that I do not pause, think, and praise God for the opportunity to
lead Restoration Church. For the families that have moved with us to be a part of Restoration, it is a
honor to serve, care, and pray for them as their pastor. It has been a great joy to be here in the city
of Wilmington for just over a year working on starting a new gospel work that would bring honor
and praise to Jesus. Reflecting on all of these things brings me to a point of thankfulness to God
for each of you who have been with us on this journey as prayer and financial partners for the sake
of the gospel!
Planting a church is without a doubt the most rewarding task I have ever undertaken. Throughout
the process, from January 2015 until now, there have been moments of great celebration: a team
of 18 adults and 7 kids moving with us to start Restoration, a low cost space (College Acres Baptist)
to meet in on Sunday evenings, having 20+ visitors join us for a service, being involved with
Leaders Collective, and the support of churches both near and far.
Planting a church is also, without a doubt, the hardest task I have ever undertaken. In the almost
three years since I started working on the church plant full time, there have been moments of
doubt, fear, and questioning: a job situation leading us to lose a family off the team, having our first
potential space fall through last minute, not having anyone join the church yet as new members or
new believers, feeling the isolation that comes with leading in general and can be felt acutely in
ministry, and fighting to maintain my identity in Christ and not the title of pastor or the numerical
growth of the church.
Every experience, taken together as a whole, brings me to a place of deep gratitude and
thankfulness to God for the journey we are on. I am unequivocally a better husband, father, friend,
and pastor because of God using each moment to refine and grow me as a follower of Christ.
These moments and this growth would not be possible without each of you believing and trusting
me to be a good steward of your financial gifts for the fame and glory of Jesus. So, thank you for
the honor of being entrusted in such a meaningful manner by each of your families.
As this year begins to draw to an end I look forward with great expectation to what God has in
store for us in 2018, both as a family and a church. I also look forward to how God will continue to
use each of you both where you live now and in the life of Restoration from afar for the ongoing
spread of the worship of Jesus as Savior and Lord.
Thank you for all you have done and continue to do to love and support Kristen, Ramsey Jane, and
myself. We are grateful for and love you all!

If you are interested in joining our ministry team as a financial partner, please visit www.reliant.org/chris.wilson

