
I hope this newsletter finds you and your family doing well! 
 Greetings! I hope you are finding ways to stay cool as we deal with the unbelievable heat of 
summer! While it has been hot outside, we have been refreshed in our spirit over the past month as 
the Lord has continued to be gracious and good to us both as a family and as a church. In this 
newsletter, you will hear a recap of our first neighborhood outreach event in Long Leaf Hills. Also, I 
am excited to share with you a story of growth within our Launch Team. We are hopeful and 
expectant for all the Lord would do through Restoration as summer rolls on in our city! Join with us 
in praying that God would send people our way who need to hear and respond to the life giving 
news of what Christ has done. 

In Christ, 

Chris Wilson 
Lead Pastor/Planter - Restoration Church 

Church Growth - From the Inside 

There are two ways that a church experiences healthy growth: 
one is for non-believers to become believers and join the family 
of God and the second is through the ongoing growth and 
maturity of those who are already believers. We have been 
privileged to see the second type of growth in our team over the 
past year. After one of our summer Small Groups I received a text 
message, included here, from a member of the church. Needless 
to say, it was a small moment of affirmation that as we work and 
pray to see growth in the church through new believers, the Lord 
is still actively at work in the life of Restoration Church! Join with 
us in praying for the continued healthy growth of Restoration 
through both new believers and maturing disciples. 
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Neighborhood Outreach - Long 
Leaf Hills 

One of the ways we are working to 
“Tell the Story” and “Live the Story” of 
the gospel in our city is through 
engaging the neighborhoods where 
we meet for Small Groups. This past 
month we had the opportunity to do 
our first outreach in the Long Leaf Hills 
neighborhood. 

On Tuesday night July 11th, we met 
and spread out across four streets in 
the neighborhood to knock on doors 
and hand out invitations to an ice cream social the following Tuesday July 18th. We handed out 50 
of 60 invitations and we were able to engage quite a few people in conversation. As we each 
finished talking with those we met, we asked if we could pray for them in any specific way. Many 
people responded and gladly let us pray for them, their families, and various other needs. 

On Tuesday July 18th, we gathered with ice cream and toppings on hand to enjoy a sundae and 
talk with anyone who could make it over to join us. We ended up having four visitors and three 
were from the same street of the house where we meet weekly! We were able to enjoy lengthy 
conversation with everyone that stopped by to enjoy a bowl of ice cream. 

As I packed up to head home that night, I was blown away by our team’s willingness to engage and 
listen well to the stories of those who visited with us. We are praying that God would continue to 
give us effective reach into the Long Leaf Hills neighborhood so that we could earn the right to 
share the good news of Jesus with those around us. Would you join with us in this prayer? 

Lastly, as a way of encouragement I wanted to let you know that I’m praying for you. I’m praying 
that the Lord would make you bold in walking across the driveway or street to meet your neighbor. 
I’m praying that you would listen to their stories; love and serve them in God honoring and Christ 
exalting ways. The gospel is the greatest need any of us have and your neighbors are your mission 
field. Pray, invest, listen, serve, and share the gospel with those you see daily on your street. I 
cannot wait to rejoice with you in what God would do through your risk for the sake of the gospel! 

If you are interested in joining our ministry team as a financial partner, please visit www.reliant.org/chris.wilson
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