
I hope this newsletter finds you and your family doing well! 
 Greetings! We are officially into summer which means enjoying the beach, longer days, and the 
opportunity to create new memories as a family! Our city has transitioned to become the 
welcoming home to the many vacationers that will visit over the next 2-3 months. If you are in town 
this summer and have a chance to join us for a Sunday night worship service, please do! I tell folks 
who visit, it’s like getting a package in the mail when friends and family join us - it doesn’t happen 
all the time but when it does, we all feel encouraged and refreshed! I pray you and your family 
enjoy summer and continue to grow in grace! 

In Christ, 

Chris Wilson 
Lead Pastor/Planter - Restoration Church 

Redeemed - A Study In Ruth 

We finished studying Colossians at the end of May 
and are now preaching and studying through the 
book of Ruth. At Restoration, we often say our 
goal is to “Tell the Story” and “Live the Story” in 
our city. When we say “Tell the Story,” we mean 
we want to be able to engage others in 
conversation and then from either a cultural 
starting point or a book of the Bible, be able to 
walk someone through hearing the gospel story. 
Reading the book of Ruth helps to accomplish that goal by helping us understand how to read and 
interpret the Bible as one continuous story. Our prayer is that God would use this series to 
strengthen the faith of believers and also that He would use it as a means to draw non-believers to 
Himself as they experience new life through salvation. We covet your prayers for these two 
requests over the summer! 
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Leaders Collective: An End to an 
Amazing Year 

At the first of June, I finished up my ten 
month journey through Leaders 
Collective - Church Planters Cohort. The 
opportunity to participate in the cohort 
with this group of fellow church planters 
was such a gift of God’s grace to myself, 
my family, and Restoration Church. It 
required sacrifice on all sides as I had to 
be out of town at least 3 days a month, 
occasionally longer. The Restoration 
Church family was understanding in my 
absence, especially when it meant 
being gone over a Sunday. My wife and daughter were amazingly gracious to let me be away and 
invest in myself. Lastly, the guys who were a part of the cohort were extremely gracious in giving 
their time, insight, and feedback to help me grow as a husband, father, and church planter. 

The biggest win for me coming out of Leaders Collective is knowing who I am, being content with 
who I am, and trusting that I am the person God called to plant Restoration Church in Wilmington. 
It is amazing how the enemy can work subtle lies into your mind and heart concerning your identity 
as a pastor. The constant pull to be someone other than yourself can sometimes be paralyzing. 
Through Leaders Collective and Elliot Grudem’s leadership, I was brought to a point of trusting that 
I have been gifted what it takes to lead Restoration and it’s a testament to God’s grace that He 
would use someone like me to lead a church. 

Below are the names of the men (L-R in the picture above) who were in the cohort with me, their 
church name, and location. Would you commit to praying for these men and the churches they 
lead on a regular basis? 

Devinion Valentine - Omni Fellowship - Cedar Hill, TX 
Paul Gordon - Terra Nova Church Berkshires - Berkshires, MA 
Billy Rose - South Dallas Community Church - Dallas, TX 
Corey Sanders - The Movement Church - Homestead, FL 

Winston Miller and Braden Greer are in a season of transition. Would you pray for them that they 
would be faithful and obedient as they discern what’s next for their ministry and family. 

We continue to be grateful for your prayers and generosity. There is a renewed sense of 
expectation leading into a busy season for our city and as we grow as a church plant, your prayers 
provide much encouragement to not just our family but to our team as well. Thank you for 
partnering with us in the Gospel! 

If you are interested in joining our ministry team as a financial partner, please visit www.reliant.org/chris.wilson
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