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SOUPER BOWL OF CARING 
 

Sunday, February 2, 2020 
 

Souper Bowl of Caring works to mobilize those looking 
to fight hunger and poverty in their own communities around 
the time of the Super Bowl football game. 

 
Started by a youth group in 1990, Souper Bowl of Caring has since grown all over the 
world, collecting more than $130 million donated back into their own community. 
 
Share in God’s love for our neighbors in need and give generously on Super Bowl Sunday.  100% 
of every dollar or food item collected will go directly to your Souper Bowl of Caring Charity of 
Choice. 

February 9-16, 2020 



DIRECTOR OF MISSIONS 
Dr. Eric D. Cook 

 
 

The Elephant in the Room 
 
 

As one year passes into the pages of history another new year opens before us full of great 
possibilities. Our failures and disappointments of last year are behind us while the  
possibilities of our future call us forward. It’s refreshing when a new year begins because 

there seems to be a chance to do things better, or maybe even for the first time. Yet, with this expectation there 
still seems to be an “elephant in the room.” This idiom of the “elephant in the room,” means that there is an  
obvious problem or difficult situation that people don’t want to talk about. So, what is this elephant in the 
room so to speak? Well, if we look back over the last year, we need to ask ourselves how many people were 
baptized in our churches? This statistic of baptism is a very useful tool in helping a church determine if they 
are Gospel-centered in their mission strategy. Your churches’ baptism numbers are listed in this annual under 
“Congregation Summary.” Having a mission/evangelism strategy is paramount for a church in fulfilling the 
Great Commission. We must be intentional if we are going to be missional and evangelistic. The “elephant in 
the room” is often ignored because to address it means we must take a hard look at ourselves and our  
evangelism efforts, or lack thereof.  
 
How do you begin the discussion about the “elephant in the room?” First, to make mention of it in the proper 
circles can start a discussion that should lead to more people becoming a part of the missional process. There is 
another idiom that says, “things live and die on leadership,” which means our Gospel efforts and their success 
depends on those in leadership. Beyond the leadership of the Pastor are those leaders who have been tasked 
with consistently and faithfully leading the church to carry the Gospel to the world. These leaders must always 
keep the vision of carrying the Gospel to the world ever before the Church.  
 
Secondly, there needs to be a well thought out evangelism strategy that has been carefully prayed over.  
Another insightful idiom is, “if you fail to plan, you plan to fail.”  This evangelism strategy needs to be  
reevaluated each year as to its success or failure and adjusted as needed.  
 
Thirdly, baptisms should be celebrated with great fanfare. As the angels in heaven rejoice when someone is 
saved, we too should rejoice with those who have trusted Christ and follow Him in believer’s baptism.  
Baptism should be a high water mark for the church. These celebrations of baptism should take place once a 
month or more in our churches.  
 
Finally, we must walk in God’s glory and power in order to see the “elephant in the room” dispelled. If our 
intentions are to bring God glory in everything we do, then the obvious result should be people hearing the 
Good News and embracing Christ. May 2020 be one of the most intentional and celebrated years we have seen 
and the baptistry waters stirred with new believers and the display of God’s glory in all the earth.  
 
 
Serving the King Together, 
Dr. Eric Cook 
Director of Missions 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Bivocational Small Church Ministries Coordinator 
Rev. Roy Helms 

 
“God’s Love”  

 Psalm 136:1-26; John 3:16 
 
February is the month we traditionally think of as “the love month”  in the romantic sense of the word love, but  today, we 
will be considering a different kind of love – God’s love. 
  
Remember the story about the guy who falls over the cliff, grabs a branch and cries out, "Help, is there anyone up 
there?"  God calls down, "It's Me, God. What do you want ?" To which the man replies, "Help me out of here!" God  
responds: "Let Go and Trust Me."   And then the man responds, "Is there anyone else up there?" 
 
We all know what John 3:16 says about God’s love – it was a selfless love, a saving love, and a sacrificial love – a love 
that only God can give.  This verse shows us just how much God loves us and how much He was willing to do to show 
us how much He loved us. 
 
As you have time, read Psalm 136.  In this Psalm, the psalmist reminds us again and again, 26 times in fact, of the  
enduring kind of love God has for us.   
 • The King James reads, . . . for his mercy endureth forever.  
 • The New American Standard Bible reads, . . . For His lovingkindness is everlasting. 
 • The English Standard Version reads, . . . for his steadfast love endures forever. 
I think you get the picture, God’s love is steadfast and lasts forever – and since He repeated Himself 26 times through 
the psalm, it means this is very important, and we need to get the message and not be doubtful when it comes to God’s 
love. 
 
This reality of God’s love for His children is foundational to our developing a biblical worldview. What is the biblical story?  
Let me quote from a daily devotional, New Morning Mercies: A Daily Gospel Devotional by Paul David Tripp: “It is the 
story of a God of love invading the world in the person of His Son of love to establish His kingdom of love by a radical 
sacrifice of love, to forgive us in love and draw us into His family of love, and to send us out as ambassadors of the very 
same love. The entire hope of fallen humanity rests on this one thing — that there is a Savior who is eternally steadfast 
in redeeming, forgiving, reconciling, transforming, and delivering love.  Without this, the Bible is a book of interesting  
stories and helpful principles, but is devoid of any power to fix what sin has broken.” 
  
One of the prerequisites to abiding in God’s love is obedience.  We must learn to simply do as God says, as He did to 
the guy in our illustration, "Let Go and Trust Me." We must let go of our desires, doubts, and fears and in childlike faith 
trust the unfailing love God has for us.  In His mercy, love and grace, God always has the well-being of His child at heart 
and will never call or lead us anywhere or ask us to do anything that is not in His will and best interest for us. 
 
A man and a friend were watching two small boys at play one afternoon.  He said to his friend, “Watch the difference in 
these two boys.”  He picked up the first and stood him up on top of a step ladder, then stepping back a little, he crossed 
his arms and told the little guy to jump. Without hesitation he jumped toward the man and was caught in his arms. Then 
he set the other little guy on the step ladder and tried the same process.  But this time the result was different.  The other 
little guy trembled and refused to jump.  He held out his hands to the little guy and coaxed him to trust him and jump, but 
nothing could get him to move. Finally the man lifted the boy down and away he ran. "What makes such a difference in 
the two?" the friend asked. The man’s reply was,  "The first is my own boy and he knows me; but the other is a  
neighbor's child whom I have never seen before."  That was the difference.  The man was equally able to prevent both 
from falling, but the difference was in the boys themselves. The first had assurance in his father's ability, and acted upon 
it, while the second, although he might have believed in the man’s ability to save him from harm, would not put his belief 
into action. 
 
So it is with us. We often hesitate to trust ourselves to that loving One whose plans for us are far higher than any we 
have ever made for ourselves. We must remember God’s steadfast love for us. He wants to show us His love. With out-
stretched arms, He calls us to, "Let Go and Trust Me."   When you have time, reread my favorite verses, Proverbs 3:5-6.  
It sums up God’s desire in our lives. He wants to guide our paths through His steadfast love for us. 
 
 
Working Together in His Service, 
 
Roy   Pr. 3:5-6 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 5 Rev. John Miller  Pleasant Hill 
10 Rev. George Gouge  Retired 
10 Mrs. John (Christy) Jenkins Corinth 
11 Mrs. Randy (Kathy) Davis Bethel 
12 Dr. Shad Hicks  Mt. Pleasant 
15 Mrs. Jeremy (Misty) Hood Ebenezer 
17 Mrs. Lee (Michelle) Pigg Hopewell 
17 Mrs. Chris (Becky) Justice) Lee Park 
18 Mrs. Eric (Anna) Cook DOM’s Wife 
21 Mrs. David (Audrey) Richardson 
     Faith 
22 Mrs. Alan (Annette) Rushing  
     Foundation 
27 Rev. Dustin Knight  Friendly 
27 Mrs. Marty (Kenda) Griffin New Hope 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 6 Dr. & Mrs. Michael Whitson FBC Indian Trail 
13 Dr. & Mrs. Osco Gardin, Jr.  
         Elizabeth Missionary 
22 Rev. & Mrs. George Gouge             Retired 
23 Rev. & Mrs. Richard Poindexter Supply 

Please pray for the congregations of these churches as  
they seek God’s help in finding new leaders:  

Centerview, FBC Weddington, Hamilton Cross Roads, 
 Howie,  King Memorial, Macedonia,  

Mountain Springs, Roanoke 
 
   
 
 
            

Include in your prayers the “Churches of the Week”  
and their leaders listed below: 

 
Feb.  2-8  Multiply Community Rev. Quintell Hill 
Feb  9-15 New Covenant  Rev. Joe Kirkpatrick 
Feb. 16-22 New Hope  Rev. Marty Griffin 
Feb. 23-29 New Life   

OPPORTUNITIES & POSITIONS 
 
 

Benton’s Cross Roads:  We are seeking a part-time Music 
Director and Pianist.  Both positions are salaried.  Please 
submit resume or letters of interest to Dr. Chris Baucom / 
Search Committee at 109 E Lawyers Rd, Unionville, NC 
28110.  
 
First Baptist Marshville is seeking a Part-Time Children’s 
Director to work with our  Sunday Morning Children’s 
Church and our Wednesday Evening Children’s Pro-
gram.   Applicants should have a love for Christ and have both 
passion and experience working with Children.  For more in-
formation contact the church office by phone 704-624-2710 or 
by emailing the pastor at pastor@fbcmarshville.org.     
 
Mount Harmony in Matthews is looking for  a part time 
Administrative Assistant to Work approx. 20 - 25 hours a 
week, Monday through Friday.  Duties include telephone, cor-
respondence, bulletins, computer work, and other duties. 
Please send resume to the Personnel Team 
at bpigg@mtharmony.net.  
 
Shiloh is looking for  a part-time accompanist.  Please  
follow this link for job description, http://union-baptist-
association.websrvcs.com/opportunities-positions. Anyone 
that is interested or has questions, contact George Campbell 
at gcampbell@shilohbaptistmonroe.com, or 704-774-2909.   
 
Trinity Baptist Church is searching for a Part-time Youth 
Director.  Anyone interested please send your  resume 
to pastordac@gmail.com or you may mail it to Trinity Baptist 
Church, 120 Maple Hill Road, Monroe, NC 28110. 
 
Golden Acres Baptist Church  in Stallings is searching for  
a Children’s Minister.  For  job descr iption,  
follow this link:  http://union-baptist-
association.websrvcs.com/opportunities-positions . To apply, 
send resume to Ann Swigart, ann@gabctx.com . 

************************ 
 

Newell Baptist Church in Char lotte has an opening for  a 
part time administrative assistant position-20-25 hours a 
week. Duties include secretarial, financial reporting, process 
bulletins, etc. Please email Denise Harrelson, Personnel Com-
mittee. Her email address is deniseteachesart@yahoo.com  

Heart to Heart 
Christian Women’s Job Corps of Union County 

will sponsor a 
 

“Time of HOPE” 

 

This will be an exciting time of fellowship and dinner 
for women age 18 and older. 

 

Union Baptist Association  
1744 Williams Road, Monroe NC  28110 

 

Thursday, February 6, 2020  
6:30-8:30 pm  

 

NO Charge -  Attendance by registration only!   
  Call 704-283-8383 to register by February 3.        

 

Guest Speaker:  Dr. Eric Cook 
Director of Missions, Union Baptist Association 

 
Music, Door Prizes                                                           

Childcare for ages 10 and under with RSVP 



Ebenezer: will host an area AWANA 
Training on Saturday, Feb. 8, from 
8:30 am - 12:30 pm with our AWANA 
Missionary, David Roach.  Please con-
tact our AWANA Co-Commander, 
Stephanie Price,  
sprice229@gmail.com, for more  
info or to register.  Our Women's  

Ministry will host a Lasagna Fundraiser Dinner on Sat., 
Feb. 22, at 6 pm for our upcoming Spring Women's  
Retreat.  The meal includes lasagna, salad, dessert, and 
drink.  Our WEM team will serve those who choose to dine
-in and carry-out is also available.  Adult tickets are 
$10.  Kids (10 and under) are $5 (lasagna or pizza  
option).  Please contact the church office at 704-289-2632 
or s.easter@myebenezerbaptist.org for more information or 
a ticket.  Tickets need to be purchased by Feb. 16. 
 
Faith:  “AWAKENING” Youth Conference, Romans 
13:11, March 20 & 21, 7 pm. Guests speakers:  Pastor  
Brad Helms Fri. and Pastor Josh Gray, Sat.  For more info. 
visit our Facebook page, https://www.facebook.com/
faithbaptisthb/?epa=SEARCH_BOX  
 
Freedom Biker:  Bible Conference, Journey through the 
Bible in One Day, Sat., Feb. 29, 8 am-4 pm at the UBA 
MRC.  Cost including lunch is $10.  Speakers include:  
Devin Baucom 8-9, Tim Walker 9-10, Joel Stevens 10-11, 
lunch 11-12, Dr. Lee Pigg 12-1, Steve Stewart 1-2 and Dr. 
Randall Odom 2-3. Please RSVP to phillipfbc@gmail.com 
or call Phillip Morris, 704-906-1420 by Feb. 20. 
 
Solid Rock:  “Marriage Supper of the Lamb”, Sat. Feb. 
8, 9 am.  Revelation 19:7 & 9.  Speakers:  Teresa 
Holbrooks & Judy Kirchinger. $10 per person. RSVP w/
number attending to Sylvia Nance, 704-242-2086, call or 
text. No nursery available.  Lunch to follow. 

********** 
 

 
 
 

 
FEBRUARY is the time to  FOCUS ON WMU   

and HECK-JONES Offering 
 
Focus on WMU is a time to emphasizes the work of 
missions in your church and community and get  
people excited about being involved in missions.  It 
gives people a chance to see the ministries of WMU 
and the overall impact of missions involvement within 
the church.  (If February is not a good time for your 
church, it can be done anytime during the year).  
Celebrate church Mission Leaders, children’s mission 
groups and youth mission activities as well as the 
adults who have participated in sharing the love of  
Jesus and praying for our IMB and NAMB  
missionaries.   Let’s rejoice in the opportunities God 
has given us to show His compassion and love to  
others! 
 
Supporting the work of WMU NC through prayer 
and financial gifts is important as together we  
minister to many people across our state and 
world.  Missions and ministry through Women’s 
Build with Habitat for Humanity, Military Missions, 
Prison Ministry, CWJC, conferences for women and 
other events are supported by the Heck-Jones  
Offering. This offer ing is the ONLY financial  
support for the work in North Carolina. (If you have 
not received materials for this emphasis, please call 
866-210-8602). 
 
Thank you for giving generously to continue and 
expand the efforts of WMU NC. 
 
DATES TO REMEMBER: 
February 10-21st  Hygiene Kit collection-wash cloth,    
                         soap, shampoo-travel size, toothbrush,  
                                       small toothpaste, deodorant-small size   
                         and a comb 
March 1-8th         Week of Prayer for Nor th  
                               American Missions and the Annie  
                               Armstrong Easter Offering 
March 24th            Annual UBA Women on  
                               Missions Celebration – 7pm           
                    UBA-MRC 
 
 
Thanks for being on mission with God in your 
community, our county, state, nation and world! 
 
ALL FOR HIM 
Brenda Carter 
UBA WMU Director 

 

Baptist Children's 
 Home Workday 

 

UBA is planning a work-
day to help Mills Baptist  
Children’s home in Thom-
asville, NC on Saturday, 

April 25, 2020.  We need about 30 volunteers to 
do housework, yardwork, and a few specialty jobs 
like pressure washing and carpentry.  We need 3 
people with pressure washers to commit for this 
trip.   We will also be collecting paper  products. 
More information will be forthcoming.  If you are 
interested in participating, please call the UBA of-
fice, 704-283-8383 and get on our list so we can 
keep you informed as this  
project develops. 
 
 

Dr. Henry Funderburk,  
UBA Missions Trip Coordinator 



FEBRUARY 
 

 2 Souper Bowl of Caring Sunday 
2-9 NC Offering for Older Adults and  
 Week of Prayer 
9-16 Focus on WMU/Heck-Jones Offering &  
 Week of Prayer 
10 UBA Youth Council Mtg. 6:30 pm UBA 
10-21 Collection of Hygiene Kits at the UBA 
14 Valentine’s Day 
24 UBA Council Mtg. 7 pm UBAMRC 

 
MARCH 

 
1-8 Annie Armstrong Easter Offering &  
 Week of Prayer for North American Missions 
  8 Daylight Saving Time Begins 
16  UBA Council Mtg. 7 pm UBA MRC 
24  WMU Annual Missions Celebration, 
 UBA MRC, 7 pm 
27-28 NC Missions Conference, Calvary Baptist, 
 Winston Salem, NC 

 
STATE CONFERENCES 

Contact the Baptist State Convention of 
North Carolina at 1-800-395-5102. 

 
Region 6 Mission Rally 

 

Monday, February 17, 2020 
 

FBC Concord 
200 Branchview Drive SE 

Concord NC  28025 
 

This rally will highlight the variety of opportunities 
NC Baptists have to be involved in missions across 
our state, in our nation, and around the world.  
Featured will be worship, testimony, mission video, 
and a prayer time for missions. These rallies are for 
men, women and youth- everyone interested in  
missions is encouraged to attend. A main focus of 
these rallies will be state, national, international  
partnerships and projects (including Disaster Relief) 
and the NC Missions Offering. 
 

A meal is provided for the NC Mission Rallies at no 
charge, but reservations are necessary to ensure an  
accurate meal count. The cut-off date for reserving a 
meal for each Rally is one week prior to the event. To 
register, follow this link:  https://
baptistsonmission.org/bom/region-rallies/region-6-nc-
missions-rally-2020---concord/4397.   You can also 
register by phone by calling Melanie Crawford at  
919-459-5596. 
 

The meal will begin at 5:45 pm, followed by the  
program from 6:50pm-8:30pm.  If you are unable to 

attend the meal, you are welcome to attend the  
program itself.   

(State Conferences Cont.) 
 

Disciple Making Conference 
 

February 25, 2020 
 

Green Street Baptist 
High Point, NC 

 
Most of the challenges in making disciples can be 
summed up in the phrase “competing priorities.” What 
if there was one priority that rose to the top? Come 
learn how putting the gospel above everything can 
propel your church forward in impacting lostness 
through disciple-making. With over 40 breakouts to 
choose from, you will find practical tips and best  
practices for sharing and living out the gospel. 
 
To register, https://ncbaptist.brushfire.com/events/460042  
$12 registration cost until February 25, 2020. 

********** 
Safety & Security in Your Ministry 

February 27, 2020 
Caraway Conference Center 

Creating safe and secure environments for our minis-
tries is a crucial responsibility that is of the highest 
importance. This conference is open to anyone who 
wants to know more about preventing sexual abuse, 
recognizing the grooming process, creating and en-
forcing policies, and much more. All ministry and  
organizational leaders, staff and members will benefit 
from the information presented. 

 

This training will be offered at multiple locations 
across the state throughout the year. Cost is $10 per 
person and includes either lunch or dinner. Each  
location will offer two training times: 10 am to 1:30 
pm and 4-7:30 pm to allow as many people possible to 
attend based on their schedules. Join us at the training 
nearest to you! 

 

For questions please contact Janet Packard 
at jpackard@ncbaptist.org or 800-395-5102 ext. 5646. 

********** 
AWAKEN 

 
A North Carolina Prayer Gathering 

 
March 13-14 

 
Pleasant Garden Baptist, Pleasant Garden, NC 

The Awaken Prayer Gathering provides a rich envi-
ronment for God to speak to His people as they gather 
to seek Him for revival and spiritual awakening.  

 
For more info, visit this link: 

https://ncbaptist.wufoo.com/forms/2020-awaken-preevent-
dialoguedinner-registration/  

********** 



        
CHURCH December Year-to-Date  CHURCH December Year-to-Date 
Antioch 666.70 3,666.69  New Hope 0.00 10,071.62 
*At The Cross Fellowship 129.08 623.56  New Life 0.00 0.00 
Austin Grove 166.67 3,312.54  *New Life Brazilian 0.00 0.00 
**Benton Heights 0.00 500.00  New Salem 0.00 1,200.00 
Benton's Cross Roads 366.67 3,666.66  Oak Grove 0.00 6,229.59 
Bethel 0.00 2,625.11  Oakland 400.00 4,800.00 
Calvary 0.00 9,747.63  Olive Branch 0.00 1,200.00 
Centerview 345.51 3,571.56  Philadelphia 1,042.02 10,876.88 
Central 0.00 0.00  Pleasant Hill 208.34 2,500.08 
Christ 0.00 0.00  Providence 0.00 0.00 
Corinth 100.00 1,300.00  *Provision 0.00 0.00 
Covenant 0.00 0.00  Roanoke 0.00 676.00 
Ebenezer 895.42 5,794.16  Sandy Ridge 600.38 5,860.97 
El Buen Pastor 162.00 648.00  Sardis 701.87 6,646.22 
Elizabeth Missionary 100.00 1,200.00  Secrest Grove 0.00 0.00 
Emmanuel 322.63 1,854.21  Shiloh 593.50 7,930.50 
Euto 535.24 13,804.71  Silver Star Cowboy  0.00 1,437.00 
*Fairfield Community 0.00 0.00  Solid Rock 50.00 550.00 
Faith 0.00 0.00  Sunset Park 0.00 2,380.00 
Faulks 0.00 1,200.00  Trinity 0.00 3,000.00 
Fellowship 0.00 600.00  Union 1,000.00 1,000.00 
Forest Hills 0.00 400.00  Union Grove 0.00 1,500.00 
Foundation  0.00 0.00  Waxhaw 0.00 1,100.00 
Freedom Biker  0.00 2,810.61  Weddington First 2,494.04 12,675.91 
Friendly 0.00 800.00  West  Monroe 513.00 6,806.00 
GracePointe 0.00 2,000.00  Westend 0.00 1,000.00 
Hamilton Cross Roads 0.00 750.00  Wingate 195.00 2,890.00 
Hermon 715.00 8,580.00  Total  $19,246.25   $249,420.17  
Hopewell 0.00 6,000.00     
Howie 0.00 0.00  **Joined Mill Creek Baptist on 9/15/19  

Iglesia Camino 0.00 1,800.00     
Indian Trail First 1,250.00 15,000.00  *Denotes Mission/Watchcare Status  
Invitation 1,476.00 4,295.00     
King Memorial 0.00 0.00  Account Balances December 31, 2019  

Korean Global Mission 100.00 900.00  Petty Cash 100.00  

Lakeview 0.00 6,000.00  BB & T Checking Account $5,838.80   
Lanes Creek 0.00 300.00  5th 3rd Checking Account $25,484.72  

Lee Park 0.00 7,000.00  TOTAL $31,423.52  

Love 300.00 1,200.00     
Macedonia 0.00 2,664.17     
Marshville-First 0.00 2,000.00     
Mary Elizabeth 0.00 644.88     
Midway 0.00 2,025.00     
Mill Creek 0.00 500.00     
Monroe-First 25.00 525.00     
Mount Harmony 0.00 4,583.37     
Mountain Springs 867.00 10,400.00     
Mt. Moriah 236.34 3,114.90     
Mt. Olive 0.00 2,000.00     
Mt. Pleasant 2,209.60 9,044.90       
Mt. Zion 0.00 4,500.00     
*Multiply Community  479.24 3,136.74     
New Covenant of Ind.Trail 0.00 0.00  A complete financial statement is available upon request. 

UNION BAPTIST ASSOCIATION 
PO BOX 596 

1744 Williams Road 
Monroe NC  28110 
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Eric D. Cook   Director of Missions 
Henry M. Funderburk  Mission Coordinator 
Roy E. Helms   Bivocational Small  
                                    Church Ministries  
                Coordinator 
Bessie S. Benson   Administrative Assistant 
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Union Baptist Association 
PO Box 596 
Monroe, NC  28111-0596 
 
ELECTRONIC SERVICE REQUESTED 

2020 Annie Armstrong Easter Offering & Week 
of Prayer for North American Missions 

March 1-8, 2020 

Turn clocks forward one hour on  
Saturday, March 7, 2020 


