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PASTOR’S PARAGRAPH . . .
Dear Church Family,

Youth News . . .

We had wonderful time of fellowship this past Sunday. The opportunity to enjoy a Thanksgiving meal
together was an enriching time for all present. We
are blessed to have a group of silent servants that
make it possible for the whole church to enjoy these
opportunities together. The ministry in which these
servants participate helps fill us spiritually and not
just physically. Our heartfelt thanks to each of you.

One of the laments of mankind is that we refuse to
take responsibility for our actions. We want to blame
others for our problems: Our parents did not raise us
well; our friends let us down; our pastor was not a
good enough preacher; our children are rebellious;
our employer is not sensitive enough; our spouse is
not understanding; there is not enough time in the
day. The excuses are plentiful! Yet forgiveness and
restoration cannot happen until we accept full responsibility for our actions. An obvious indication
that we have not genuinely repented is that we make
excuses for our sinful behavior. Nowhere in Scripture does God excuse one person's sin because of
someone else's actions. If we make a habit of blaming others for our failures, we will not reach a point
of honest repentance. God will hold us accountable
for our own actions, not others. Strive always to
acknowledge and take responsibility for your own
sins. It will free you to receive God's forgiveness
and to press on to spiritual maturity.

We continue our sermon series, “Here Comes the
King”, by moving into the Book of Luke. Last week
we utilized Mark’s introduction of Jesus to highlight
the aspect of Jesus being a transforming King. We
were also introduced to John the Baptist making the
proclamation of the coming King. John is an essential element in the story of Jesus’ intervention into
human history. John is the promised prophet who
would blaze the trail for the King to walk upon. In
Luke we witness John’s miraculous birth story
which precedes Jesus’ birth. John was born with a
purpose and a calling upon his life.
John’s father, Zechariah, is a Temple priest married
to Elizabeth who is from the lineage of Aaron. They
are noted to “both be righteous before God” but they
had not been blessed with a child. In the culture of
the day, this was an indictment upon a couple and a
cause for great shame. However, God was about to
intervene on their behalf even though they “were
advanced in years.” They are promised a son who
“will be great before the Lord.” Their son, John, will
be endued with the Holy Spirit and manifest a prophetic power like Elijah. He will be dedicated to and
spend his life declaring the glory of Jesus, displaying
Jesus the Christ, the King, as the way of salvation
for the people. John cleared the path so others could
come to the Christ. Are you a path clearer or an obstacle? Are you blazing a trail for others to know the
King?
Let us carry the “good news” of Jesus outside the
walls and make a way for others to come to Him and
join us at FBCBC, where the “impossible” is a living
reality every day.
Your Pastor,
Douglas Shows
Isaiah 52:7

Be Intentional,
Aaron

CHILDREN’S DIRECTOR . . .
We are having such a great time learning about having an “Attitude of Gratitude” this month! Sunday,
we talked about giving thanks in bad times, and that
it is just as important to remember to give thanks in
the good times, too. We read from Luke 17, and
learned about the 10 lepers and how one of the ten
remembered to give thanks. Next week, we will be
learning about having a thankful heart. We will be
learning about David and being in the habit of giving
thanks!
We are having a wonderful time during children’s
church and on Wednesday nights practicing and preparing for the upcoming Christmas program. We are
excited about getting to share our songs with you!
The kids are inviting friends and family to practice!
We have several dress rehearsals coming up with the
adult choir, and we need the kids to attend. The first
rehearsal is Sunday, November 27th at 5:30 p.m. It
will not take long, and there are no classes scheduled
for that night. The second rehearsal is Saturday, December 3rd (the day before the program) at 9:30 a.m.
Again, it will not be a long rehearsal, but it will be
beneficial for the children to be at both practices.

Choir Notes

What a wonderful choir we had yesterday! I want to
extend a BIG thank-you to all that sang. There were
very few empty seats. My desire is for the FBCBC
Sunday Choir to be a means of participation in music
ministry for everyone—no special gifts are needed—
just a desire to be a part. The choir is open to all ages
and whole families are encouraged to participate together. The Sunday Choir’s next scheduled sing date
is December 18th. Mark your calendar and plan to be
a part.
Suzonne Vann

Sympathy

Bro. Doug and Amy Shows and the First
Family wish to extend their sincere love and
sympathy to Betty Lormand and Family in
the home-going of her husband, Curney Lormand.

Please make sure the children are practicing with
their Christmas cds, and preparing for the program!
That the next generation may know,
Chris

Sunday School News

Sunday School is a great place to be. You can see
your friends, learn how to live your life, get answers to important questions, make new friends,
and, last but not least, sometimes get great refreshments! See what you are missing if you are
not here?
See you Sunday,
Troy

HOLIDAY SCHEDULE
November 23

No PM Services

November 24, 25

Church Office Closed

November 27

No PM Services

December 11

No PM Services

December 18

No PM Services

December 23 — January 3
Church Office Closed
December 24
Christmas Eve Service 6 pm
December 25

10:00 am Worship Only
(No Sunday School or
Evening services, enjoy time
with your family!)

January 1

9:15 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship
No pm Services

NURSERY WORKERS

November 20, 2016

Sunday School

Brittany Ernst

Worship Service

Thelma Wheelis

OPPORTUNITIES FOR SERVICE
Sunday, November 20, 2016
9:15 Sunday School
10:30 Celebration Worship Service
Children’s Church
for 4 yr. old — 2nd grade
5:30 Sunday Evening Classes
Children’s Activities
Youth Activities

Volunteers always needed. Please call
Brittany Ernst at 409.313.1215.

Tuesday, November 22, 2016
10:00 Ladies Prayer Meeting
7:00 Men’s Prayer Time
Wednesday, November 23, 2016
No pm activities
Thursday, November 24, 2016
HAPPY THANKSGIVING!

LOOK AT THE RECORDS

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED
NOVEMBER 24 & 25, 2016

November 13, 2016
Average Weekly Needs
Sunday Receipts
Weekly Expenses
Y-T-D Avg. Weekly Receipts

$10,163.14
$ 8,681.00
$ 2,263.06
$ 9,842.00

ATTENDANCE:
Sunday School
WORSHIP SERVICE:
Celebration Service of Worship
Nursery
TOTAL AM WORSHIP ATTENDANCE

137
157
5
162

First Baptist Church
200 W. ROUNDBUNCH RD.
BRIDGE CITY, TX 77611
(409)735-3581
Website: www.fbcbc.org

Doug Shows
Pastor
Aaron Little
Minister to Students
John Woods
Minister to Senior Adults
Christine Bailey Director of Children’s Ministry
Suzonne Vann
Interim Worship Director
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
8:00 — 4:30
MONDAY — FRIDAY

CONGRATULATIONS Greg & Jennifer
Quist on the birth of your baby girl, Elizabeth Norah
Quist. Elizabeth was born November 11 and
weighted 7 lbs. 10 ozs. She was 20.5 inches in
length.
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