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BK’S	KORNER	
A few weeks ago I asked the ques on, “Who is the 
God that you pray to?”  The reason for the ques on 
was to get you to begin thinking about who God is in 
regard to prayer. You have heard me say that our 
faith is only as big as our God. Our prayer life is only 
as strong as the God to whom we are praying. 
 
Do you know the main way that God is portrayed to 
us in the New Testament?  Jesus presents God to us 
in one way almost exclusively.  The other New Testa-
ment writers present God to us in the same way 
most o en.  Would you like to take a guess?  The 
New Testament and Jesus present God to us as our 
Father.  Now, God as our Father has many implica-

ons but I want us to think about it in how it can 
affect our prayer life.  
 
First, how many of you do not want to bless your 
children? In fact we have spent our lives giving our 
children so many things.  We do/have gone out of 
our way and made sacrifices in order to bless our 
children.  I am remembering the verse in Ma hew 
7:9-11 where Jesus says, “Or what man is there 
among you who, if his son asks for bread, will give 
him a stone? Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a 
serpent? If you then, being evil, know how to give 
good gi s to your children, how much more will your 
Father who is in heaven give good things to those 
who ask Him?”  
 
Think about it.  If we want to bless our children just 
think of how much God wants to bless His? Why 
would we think that the God who gave His Son 
would hold back from us?  Romans 8:32 says, “He 
who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him 
up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely 
give us all things”  I mean, think about it. If God was 
willing to send Jesus to die for us then what would 
make us think that He would withhold something 
from us? That would make no sense at all. 
 
Remember when Jesus was teaching the disciples to 
pray, He taught them to say, “Our Father in heav-
en…”  We are praying to our Heavenly Father who 
has never withheld from us and desireS to bless 
us.  Remember that the next me you are pray-
ing!  Pray to your Father. 
 
Now Pray!  
Glorifying, Going, Gathering 
BK ><> 
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YOUTH MINISTER 
Vanity and Futility 

“Vanity of vanities, says the Preacher; vanity of 
vanities! All is vanity” (Ecc. 1:2). When asked what 
the most difficult book of the Bible is, many people 
will point to the book of Revelation. Undoubtedly, 
John’s Revelation is challenging. There is much 
that can be said about it, and some things that we 
certainly do not fully comprehend. However, I 
would contend the Ecclesiastes is perhaps just as 
puzzling in some ways.  
When we begin to read through the entire Bible we 
see the hope of God’s redemption as the thread that 
binds it all together. When we come to the New 
Testament, Christ and His Apostles make it clear 
that the work and toil that is done for Him is of ev-
erlasting value. It can be quite puzzling or even un-
settling when we come to Ecclesiates and the 
Preacher begins to explain that every pursuit in life 
is vain, pointless, unsatisfying, and nothing more 
than striving after the wind.  
This is, in my estimation, why Ecclesiates is often 
overlooked and forgotten by many. Yet, with some 
patience and consideration, there is a wealth of wis-
dom to be had from Ecclesiastes. In fact, it goes 
hand in hand with the book of Proverbs. The 
Preacher of Ecclesiates, who is most likely King 
Solomon, gives many proverbs throughout the book 
and even signals back to Proverbs on several occa-
sions. So then, what is Ecclesiates good for? 
Ecclesiastes highlights the vanity and futility of 
seeking ultimate fulfillment upon the earth. A 
man’s work, knowledge, and legacy cannot and will 
not satisfy because death will certainly take it all. 
The Preacher makes us come face to face with the 
reality of mortality and the grave. The conclusion 
that he comes to at the end is that man’s duty is to 
“fear God and keep His commandments” (Ecc. 
12:13). We must look beyond the sun to the Son for 
true and everlasting fulfillment while being sobered 
by the reality of our present state and the reality of 
the grave. The conclusion, Seek first the Kingdom 
of God (Matt. 12:31). 

 

 
MISSIONS COMMITTEE 
 
The Missions Committee is plan-
ning an Easter Egg Hunt for the 
community. We are collecting plas-
tic eggs that are filled with candy. 
We will need a lot. Please help if 
you can!  



MUSIC DIRECTOR 
WE’LL WORK TIL JESUS COMES . . . 
I have had conversations over the past 10 years or so 
with friends or family members, who are Christians, 
and we were asking the question “What are we sup-
posed to be doing?”  We all went to church, sang the 
songs, listened to the preacher, attended Bible study, 
even talked about the Lord and His goodness with 
each other.  We knew it wasn’t enough. 
 
We’ve always quoted that verse, that great commis-
sion, “Go ye into all the world and preach the gospel 
to every creature.” Mark 16:15.  So we already knew 
the answer to our question. 
 
I think it just seemed such a huge task to us.  Of 
course, we learned that the world for us usually 
means our neighborhoods. Not many will actually 
travel the world to spread the gospel. 
 
We have heard preachers say that we need to go out-
side our walls and tell others about Jesus.  But, my 
experience has been that nothing changed.   
 
My thoughts recently have been that we have a Pas-
tor who is preaching that we are to go out.  But, not 
just preaching it but making plans to share with us 
and show us a way.  First, we have to make sure we 
are disciples ourselves.  Also, we are being shown 
that it’s important for us to get to know each other 
better and truly become one body at FBCBC.   
 
I am excited for First Baptist Bridge City and the fact 
that God is using us already in many ways to reach 
out into the community.  They know we are a giving 
church and that this is the hands and feet of Jesus. 
 
But, we still have a lot of work to do.  We need to 
make sure that they know Jesus and His love.  That 
they know He came to earth, lived and died, and rose 
again and that there is a way for them to receive for-
giveness of their sins and be saved. 
 
We need to listen up: 
“For greater things have yet to come 
And greater things are still to be done 
In this city.” 
 
It’s all for His glory, 
Debbie 

 

 
ADULT 1A & ADULT 9 

FELLOWSHIP 
 

Sunday, February 19 
 

5:00 p.m. 
in the  

Family Life Center 
 

“Glorifying — Going — Gathering” 

 
FIRST SATURDAY 

 AT FIRST BAPTIST 
 

Saturday, February 4 
10:00 a.m. until noon 

 
The Ladies Prayer Group is back in business for 
First Saturday February 4. We will be giving away 
items for a chili dinner. Please help us by donating a 
few of the following items (please buy these sizes 
so they will fit in our bags): 
   Chili (no beans) 15 — 16 oz. 
   Bag of original Fritos (9 — 10.5 oz.) 
   Can of pinto beans (15 — 16 oz.) 
   Box of crackers (16 oz.) 
   Rice (bag 1 lb)  
   Small pkgs. Of Kool-aid (makes 2 qts.) 
 
We again depend on the help of Sunday school de-
partments to help provide for our Bridge City com-
munity.  

 
 

SOUPER BOWL SUNDAY 
 

We are collecting cans of soup for 
the Bridge City/Orangefield Minis-
terial Alliance. Please make your 

donation on or before February 12. 

 
HOMEBOUND VISITORS ARE NEEDED. 
If you have a compassion for the elderly and home-
bound, we would like for you to join us. The minis-
try is meeting Sunday, February 5th at 4:00 in Adult 
6. Visitors are only responsible for 1—2 people, 
taking literature to them,. Visiting with them once a 
month, and calling and checking on them. And of 
course recognizing their birthday. Come to the 
meeting and see if you fit in; you may be surprised, 
but you will certainly be blessed. 

 



 

LOOK AT THE RECORDS 
January 22, 2023 
Projected Budget Need YTD:                   43,393.28 
Weekly Receipts:                                          7,177.00 
Actual Budget  Receipt to Date:                38,189.70 
Actual Budget Spending to Date:               19,830.49 
 
ATTENDANCE:                                             
Sunday School                                                      126 
 
WORSHIP SERVICE: 
Worship                                                               183 
Nursery                                                                    8 
TOTAL WORSHIP ATTENDANCE                 191 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

First Baptist Church 
200 W. ROUNDBUNCH RD.  
BRIDGE CITY,  TX    77611 

(409)735-3581 
Website: www.fbcbc.org 

 
Keith Royal     Pastor              
Cody Hamilton      Youth Minister 
Debbie Anderson   Worship Director 
               

    CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 
7:30 — 5:30 

MONDAY — THURSDAY 
 

 
DEACON OF THE WEEK      

January 29 — February 4, 2023 
      Troy Woodall      Deacon 
    Russell Allen      Visiting Partner 
 

 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR SERVICE 

 
Sunday, January 29, 2023 
 9:15   Bible Study 
10:30   Morning Worship Service 
         
Monday, January 30, 2023 
10:00    Ladies Prayer Meeting 
            
Tuesday, January 31, 2023 
6:30   Men’s Prayer Meeting 
 
Wednesday, February 1, 2023 
 6:30   Adult Bible Study 
      Youth & Preteen Bible Study 
      Children’s Choir 
 
Saturday, February 4, 2023 
 4:00   Blood Drive 
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Naomi Toplin from the Texas 
Baptist Historical Collection 
will be visiting here at  First 
Baptist Friday, January 27.  She 
will be coming from Waco to 
see our History Room.  She was 

first here in 2012 when we began planning a way to display the 
history of our church.  She offered suggestions and encouraged 
us to get started right away, and we did!  Many people helped 
by working on displays and organizing the material that had 
been collected.  Others made donations so we could buy tables 
and cloths to cover the tables, frames, scrapbooks, etc. She will 
be here around 10 AM if you would like to stop by and meet 
her.  We are excited to welcome her back!! 

 

        PRAYER REQUEST 
      OR UPDATES 
 
If you would like special 
prayer scan the QR code 
and enter the information. 
If you have an addition or 
deletion to the prayer list 
it can also be made by 
scanning the QR Code 


