
Verbs: 

 

A verb is a word that expresses action or a state of mind. The verbs that 

express a state of being take a little practice to spot, but, actually, they 

are the most common. 

 

Question 1: 

 

Fill in the gaps with the correct form of the verbs 

 

1. Her husband ______ (shout and yell) at everyone since he came home. He is upset 

that they ______ (start) dinner without him. 

 

2. Last night father __________ (sleep). He ______________ (go) to the sitting room to 

watch TV. Suddenly he ________ (smell) something burning. He immediately 

___________ (open) the door and _____________ (find) a lot of smoke in the corridor. So 

he ___________ (wake) everybody up and dialed 999. All of us ___________ (run) out of 

the house.  

 

3. Your friends ______ (wait) for you for over an hour. Where ______ you ______ 

(be) all this time ? You ______ (be) out for almost four hours. 

 

4. He walked along the road, wondering what ______ (happen) and where all the 

people ______ (go). The streets ______ (be) deserted, and the stalls ______ (be 

leave) as they ______ (be), with fruit and vegetables arranged in neat rows. 

 

5. Mary and Jane are twin sisters. When they (be born)------------------------ their 

mother (die)------------------------ . They (be separated)--------------------------. Mary 

(go) ------------------------- to live in France and Jane to England. They (be) 

----------------------16 years old now and they (not see) ---------------------- each 

other since they (be) ------------------------3 years old.  Nowadays they (be) 

-------------------in touch, they (write) ------------------------letters twice a month. 

They (speak) ----------------------different languages but Mary (learn) 

--------------------------- English, Jane (learn) --------------------------French for 3 

years now to be able to communicate. 

 

 



 

Question 2: 

 

Look at the pair of sentences in 1-10 and choose a verb from the box which can be used 

with both sentences. In some cases, the meaning of the verb may change slightly. 

 

 

 

 

 

1) You must ________________the voltage or the system will blow up. 

    He decided to ______________ his appearance by having plastic surgery. 

 

2) You can’t ____________ the terms of the contract once it has been signed. 

    He wants to _________________ his appearance. 

 

3) We need to ______________ these cars so disabled people can drive them. 

    The country found it hard to ______________ to the new government. 

 

4) We have had to __________ our sales force to cope with the extra demand. 

   Water will ____________ when it is frozen. 

 

5) We need to __________ our pounds for dollars. 

    You can usually __________ goods which are faulty if you show the receipt. 

 

6) The price of oil will ____________ next year. 

   Most bosses refuse to ___________ salaries when they are asked. 

 

7) More and more people are moving to cities to __________ the population there. 

   The wasp sting caused his leg to __________ up. 

 

Fade, transform, promote, cure, exchange, swell, adapt, increase, alter, expand 



8) The boss offered to _________ him from salesman to manager. 

    Our main aim is to ______________ tourism in the country. 

 

9) If you wash it too much, the colour will __________. 

   We watched the _____________ islands away into the distance. 

 

10) The doctors were unable to _________ her illness. 

________ the meat in salt water for between three and five days. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANSWERS: 

 

Question 1: 

1.  is shouting, started 

2.  Slept, went, smelled, opened, found, woke, ran 

3.  Waited, have, been, were 

4.  Were born, died, were seperated, went, are, have not seen, were, are, write, spoke, 

learned, learned. 

 

Question 2:  

1)  Transform 

2)  Alter 

3)  Adapt 

4)  Expand 

5)  Exchange 

6)  Increase 

7)  Swell 

8)  Promote (in the second sentence, promote means to make sure people know about 

something by advertising it). 

9)  Fade 

10) Cure (in the second sentence, cure means to preserve meat or fish by putting it in 

salt). 

  


