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Dear Tusculum Family:

 It is an honor and privilege to be serving as Tusculum’s 28th president. I am humbled to be 
leading this wonderful institution at such a historic and transformational time. Since my selection 
by the Board of Trustees in August, I have been overwhelmed by the support from the Tusculum 
community. Thank you for the exceedingly warm welcome you have extended to Kindall, Drew, 
Carter and myself. Because of great people like each of you, Tusculum is a special place. The 
students have been particularly amazing; their ideas, passion and energy are truly inspirational.

	 Through	our	initial	experiences	meeting	faculty,	staff,	student,	alumni,	business	and	
community leaders, we already feel at home. Since our Tusculum family extends far beyond the 
hills	of	East	Tennessee,	I	am	especially	looking	forward	to	getting	to	know	you	on	our	“Alumni	and	
Friends of Tusculum” tour during my travels across the country in the coming year. From coast to 
coast, Kindall and I will be connecting with our 20,000 + alumni and friends. Watch for additional 
information,	and	please	consider	attending	an	event	in	your	region.

	 As	I	settle	into	my	role	as	President,	I	want	to	express	my	sincere	gratitude	to	Dr.	Nancy	
Moody	for	her	excellent	leadership	during	her	nine	year	tenure	as	Tusculum’s	President.	It	has	been	
a pleasure working with Dr. Moody during the transition as she helped bring me up to speed on the 
many opportunities and challenges Tusculum faces.

	 Many	of	you	may	have	heard	by	now	that	the	President’s	home	will	have	its	first	baby	in	
many years, some Tusculum historians say maybe ever. We are excited and anxious for the arrival of 
Blayklee Caroline in the new year. Drew and Carter will prove to be protective big brothers living on 
campus.	We	are	all	Tusculum	Proud!

 As we think about preparing for our 225th year celebration, we must envision what the next 
225 years will look like. The Board of Trustees along with our administrative team has already began 
developing a future-focused strategic growth plan. I hope that each of you will continue to support 
this special place we all call Tusculum.

	 I	look	forward	to	getting	to	know	you	in	the	weeks,	months	and	years	ahead.	I	am	so	excited	
to be part of this Tusculum family and thank you in advance for your support and 
prayers as I take on this awesome leadership responsibility.

	 As	always,	God	Bless	and	Go	Pioneers!

Sit Lux,

Dr. James Hurley
President

 Dr. James Hurley has been named the 28th president of Tusculum College and began his tenure on Oct. 1. 
Dr.	Hurley	was	selected	after	a	nationwide	search	that	was	initiated	following	the	retirement	announcement	of	Dr.	
Nancy	B.	Moody,	president	emerita.
	 “We	are	excited	to	announce	that	Dr.	Hurley	has	been	named	president	of	the	college	and	will	lead	us	
into	the	next	phase	of	Tusculum	history,”	said	Dr.	Greg	Nelson,	chair	of	the	Board	of	Trustees	and	chair	of	the	
Presidential	Search	Committee.	“We	are	extremely	confident	in	his	ability	and	excited	by	his	enthusiasm	to	become	
part of the Tusculum legacy.”
 Dr. Hurley comes to Tusculum from Lincoln Memorial University where he served as executive vice president, 
dean of the School of Business and professor of leadership and education. Under his guidance, LMU enrolled its 
largest class, added many new academic programs and the School of Business grew by more than 60 percent.
		 Dr.	Hurley	previously	served	as	president	of	his	alma	mater,	the	University	of	Pikeville.	During	his	tenure,	
UPIKE	achieved	its	largest	enrollment	in	history,	experienced	unprecedented	programmatic	growth	and	was	named	
the	20th	fastest-growing	college	in	the	U.S.	by	“The	Chronicle	of	Higher	Education.”	Dr.	Hurley’s	vision	and	
leadership resulted in three new colleges during his presidency including the Coleman College of Business, the 
Patton	College	of	Education	and	the	Kentucky	College	of	Optometry.	A	successful	fundraiser,	Dr.	Hurley	launched	
an ambitious capital campaign, raising and securing more than $62 million.

By Suzanne Richey,
manager of communications



	 “Kindall,	myself	and	our	children	will	live	
here, we will raise our family here, and we want 
to be active participants. We are going to be 
involved in the schools and the school systems, 
and we will be deeply embedded into the 
community itself,” said Dr. Hurley. 
	 “We	are	really	excited	to	be	here.	We	
chose to be here as much as they chose us. I see 
tremendous potential at Tusculum. I think we can 
be the top liberal arts, civic arts comprehensive 
institution in the country.”
 Throughout his 20-year career in 
education, Dr. Hurley has served as instructor, 
professor, dean, vice president and president. 
He has had extensive and varied experience 
at private, liberal arts, faith-based institutions 
and has shown an understanding of the 
challenges facing higher education, including the 
increasingly competitive environment in which 
these	institutions	must	simultaneously	attract,	
retain and graduate students, as well as stabilize 
their	fiscal	health,	grow	their	academic	portfolio,	
and raise additional external funds. 
	 “Dr.	Hurley’s	outstanding	track	record	
of executive leadership and administration 
has	led	to	significant	enrollment	growth,	
faculty	excellence,	new	programs	and	financial	
stability in the institutions he has served 
during	his	career,”	said	Dr.	Nelson.	“His	
strong demonstrated capability to connect 
with	students,	faculty,	staff	and	the	greater	
community was evident to our entire Tusculum 
community	during	his	campus	visit.	Not	
only does James bring a high energy level, 
knowledge, and passion for higher education in 
the Appalachian region, he also brings a strong 
network of regional and national leaders, which 
will	greatly	benefit	Tusculum	College.”	
 Dr. Hurley holds a doctoral degree 
from Morehead State University in education 
leadership	and	finance;	a	Rank	1	Certification	
from the University of Kentucky in educational 
supervision; a Master of Science in education 
degree from Indiana University, and a bachelor’s 
degree in business education and management 
from	Pikeville	College.	He	has	also	completed	
the	Institute	for	Presidential	Leadership	at	
Harvard	University	and	received	a	certificate	in	
higher education management from Vanderbilt 
University.

	 “I	am	honored	and	humbled	to	have	the	opportunity	to	lead	Tennessee’s	first	college	with	its	rich	history,	
heritage and commitment to higher education in Appalachia. I was drawn to Tusculum because of its intentional 
mission	of	educating	first-generation	college	students,	the	deliberate	focus	on	the	Civic	Arts	and	deeply	committed	
trustees,	faculty	and	staff.	Tusculum	is	a	special	place	with	a	prolific	history	and	a	bright	future,”	Dr.	Hurley	said.	“My	
family and I are eager to join the Greeneville community and will pour our hearts and souls into strengthening the 
Pioneer	Nation.”	
	 Dr.	Hurley	is	committed	to	the	community	and	region	through	service	on	nonprofit	boards	and	community	
participation, which will continue throughout the region. Dr. Hurley has extensive experience in globalization and 
diversity	efforts.	He	has	expanded	international	student	opportunities	and	international	campus	partnerships	on	
every campus he has served.
	 Dr.	Hurley	and	his	wife,	Kindall,	are	expecting	a	child	in	the	New	Year,	joining	sons,	Drew	and	Carter.



 More than 300 students, faculty, staff, alumni and friends 
joined members of the Board of Trustees on Thursday, Oct. 19, to 
dedicate the new Meen Center for Science and Mathematics on 
the Tusculum campus.
 Many in the Tusculum community have been watching 
excitedly as the Ronald H. and Verna June Meen Center for 
Science and Math reached completion. The building will meet 
strategic needs as Tusculum continues to grow in enrollment and 
programming offerings. 

By Suzanne Richey ’14, manager of communications



 The dedication included a tribute 
to the late Verna June Meen who asked 
that the building be named in honor of 
her late husband, Dr. Ronald H. Meen. 
The dedication prayer was issued by 
Rev. Angus R. Shaw III, a life trustee 
of Tusculum College. Other speakers 
included Dr. Kenneth A. Bowman, former 
chair of the Tusculum Board of Trustees, 
and Joe Woody of the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture.
 Monitors in the building ran 
a series of photos of Mrs. Meen, and 
a	display	on	the	ground	floor	of	the	
building documented the lives of Dr. 
Ronald and Verna June Meen, and their 
impact on Tusculum. The display was 
designed and constructed by members 
of a Tusculum museum studies class, 
under	the	supervision	of	Dr.	Peter	Noll,	
assistant professor of public history and 
museum	studies.	Portraits	of	the	Meens,	
created by David Clapp, had been hung 
the	day	before	in	the	main	floor	lobby	of	
the building. 
	 President	Emerita	Nancy	B.	
Moody	recognized	those	in	attendance	
and introduced Dr. James Hurley, 28th 
president of Tusculum, and his wife 
Kindall. Dr. Bowman thanked the many 
donors whose generous support made 
construction of the building possible. 
He also announced that the lobby on 
the	main	floor	would	be	named	in	honor	
of Dr. Moody, whose vision, hard work 
and leadership brought the project to a 
successful completion.
 The building was designed by 
local architect John Fisher and built 
by Rentenbach Constructors, now the 
Chrisman Company.
 Ground was broken on the 
facility in fall of 2013, and on Jan. 10, 
2017,	the	first	classes	were	held	in	the	
new center. The opening of the Meen 
Center for Science and Math has created 
a strong sense of excitement on campus, 
particularly for the students, faculty and 
staff,	who	were	the	first	to	experience	
this state-of-the-art facility. 



 The interior includes wings 
for biology, chemistry, mathematics, 
computer science and two wings for 
nursing programs. There are laboratory 
spaces and research areas for both 
faculty	and	students.	The	ground	floor	
features the environmental science wing, 
general classroom spaces and classrooms 
equipped for distance learning programs. 
A 140-seat lecture hall has direct access 
to the outside for evening and community 
programs.
 The facility has been made 
possible in part by the late Verna June 
Meen,	whose	$3.875	million	gift	towards	
funding the facility in memory of her 
husband, Dr. Ronald H. Meen, allowed the 
leadership of the college to move forward 
with plans for the facility. Additionally, 
Tusculum just completed a $26 million 
capital campaign and was assisted by 
a $20 million low-interest loan from the 
USDA. Much of the technology and 
equipment in the facility was purchased 
through two grants from the Appalachian 
Regional Commission, totaling $381,000.
 The Meen Center will impact 
students in math and sciences for 
generations. Verna June and Ron Meen’s 
legacy will live in perpetuity through the 
lives of the countless number of people 
who pass through these doors, graduate 
and serve communities throughout the 
United States and the world.

Meen	Center	Photos

Meen	Center	Photos
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1.   Bio Chemistry Lab
2. General Chemistry Lab
3.	Nursing	Simulation	Lab

4. Mathematics Student Work Room
5.	Nursing	Student	Work	Room

6. Organic Chemistry Lab

Be a part of the  
Meen Center for Science & Math.

Naming	opportunities	
available from $15,000.



New	academic	programs	

Education Wing   $500,000
Distance Learning Room  $150,000
Student Lounge   $25,000
Foyer/Entrance   $50,000
Classroom    $150,000
Computer Science Wing  $500,000
Mathematics Lab   $250,000
Computer Science Study Room $50,000
Student Work Room  $15,000
Porch	 	 	 	 	 $100,000
Offices	 	 	 	 $25,000
Mathematics Wing   $500,000
Mathematics Classroom  $150,000
Physics/Geology	Lab	 	 $125,000
Mathematics Conference Room $50,000
Student Lockers   $15,000
Nursing	Wing	 	 	 $500,000
Nursing	Simulation	Lab	 	 $250,000
Nursing	Commons	 	 	 $75,000
Student Work Room  $15,000
Study Room    $100,000
Group Study Room   $50,000
Biology Wing   $500,000
Biochemistry Lab   $250,000
Health Sciences Wing  $500,000
Nurse	Practitioners	Lab	 	 $250,000
Exam Rooms    $25,000
Balcony    $75,000
Chemistry Wing   $500,000
General Chemistry Lab  $250,000
Chemistry Classroom  $150,000
Auxiliary     $50,000

Many more naming 
opportunities available 

starting at $15,000. 

Tusculum welcomes the Hurley family with great excitement. We look forward to seeing 
President	Hurley’s	vision	come	to	life	–	especially	an	increased	

focus on alumni engagement and participation.  
By supporting the Tusculum Fund, you will enrich the academic and 
personal	dreams	of	our	students.	Make	your	gift	by	December	31,

 in order to be included in the 2017 tax year. 

www.tusculum.edu/pioneersgiveback



 Campus and local veterans were the special guests at a Veterans Day ceremony held on Friday, 
Nov. 10. The event, sponsored by the Office of Veterans Services, focused on recognizing those 
present, those unable to be present and those who support veterans both during and after their 
service.
 During the ceremony, Dale 
Laney, director of veteran services, 
noted that Tusculum was pleased to 
honor all members of the armed forces 
who serve or have served for the 
United States of America. 
 After sharing the origin and 
purpose behind the Veterans Day 
holiday, Laney introduced special 
guest speaker, Lt. Col. Jim Secrist, who 
has been awarded the Purple Heart 
twice for injuries received in combat. 
 Secrist is an estate planning 
attorney and vice president for 
development at The Holston Home 
for Children in Greeneville. He has 

held similar positions in the past 15 years in various 
places around the country.
 He is a retired U.S. Marine with 22 years of 
service as an infantry officer, a Marine Corps pilot 
and a Marine Corps attorney. He is a Vietnam War 
veteran, having served two combat tours as an 
infantry platoon commander and then as a Marine 
Corps pilot.
 During his inspirational comments, Lt. Col. 
Secrist recollected scenes of Korea in 1951, told of 
liberations of Nazi camps in Europe and described 
in detail the events that earned soldiers the Metal 
of Honor. “They are warriors. They are saviors. They 
are swords against the darkness.”
 He reminded the audience of the importance 
of honoring those who raised their hands when 
they did not have to do so. He told the audience of 
approximately 300 people, “If you want to thank 
a veteran, you must live a life worth fighting and 
dying for.”  
 Dr. James Hurley, president of Tusculum, 
took his turn in expanding upon the importance 
of Veteran’s Day and those who demonstrate 
unmatched sacrifice by proclaiming November 
10, 2017, as Jim Secrist Day at Tusculum College.  
He also introduced a new tradition in which three 
members of the Tusculum community received 
a “Challenge Coin” for their service and efforts 
towards the care and appreciation of veterans. 
This year’s recipients were Abby Poland, Conagher 
Smith, and the family of Roy Pawley ’60. 
 Poland and Smith, students at Tusculum, 
were recognized for their efforts working on 
numerous veterans-support campaigns on campus. 
The family of Roy Pawley, Korean War Army 
veteran, was recognized in appreciation for a recent 
donation of a set of armed services flags that were 
used during the ceremony and will be permanently 
displayed in the Thomas J. Garland Library, which 
houses the Office of Veterans Services.
 For more information on Tusculum’s Office of 
Veteran Services, contact Laney at 423.636.7300 
or email dlaney@tusculum.edu.

By Taylor Rose
Junior, journalism and professional writing major from Clarksville, Tennessee
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There’s still time to give to the Tusculum Fund.
Give before December 31st for a 2017 tax credit.

Office of Institutional Advancement
P.O. Box 5040, Greeneville, TN  37743 or by calling 423.636.7300 Ext. 5303

Please note on the enclosed envelope “End of Calendar Year.”

Tusculum    FUND
www.tusculum.edu/pioneersgiveback



	 With	an	expansion	in	programs	through	Graduate	and	Professional	Studies,	Tusculum	College	now	offers	
three new bachelor’s degrees and two new master’s degrees to provide even more options to current and future 
students. 
 The new bachelor’s degrees include the Bachelor of Arts in talent development, the Bachelor of Science 
in information technology and the Bachelor of Science in healthcare management. The new master’s degrees are 
the Master of Science in nursing and the Master of Arts in talent development. 
	 “Tusculum	is	continually	evolving	in	order	to	meet	the	needs	of	our	students	and	our	community,”	said	Dr.	
Paul	Pinckley,	vice	president	of	enrollment	management,	marketing	and	financial	aid.	“These	new	programs	will	
provide our graduates with a pathway to emerging careers and bright prospects for employment.”
	 Additionally,	many	of	these	programs	are	being	offered	in	a	variety	of	delivery	formats	for	the	busy	
working adult.

By	JaVon	“PJ”	Green
Sophomore,	journalism	and	professional	writing	major	from	Pooler,	Georgia

Talent Development

	 The	undergraduate	program	in	talent	development	is	offered	
fully	online	through	Tusculum’s	Graduate	and	Professional	Studies	
program and face-to-face for traditional students on the Greeneville 
campus. 
 The Master of Arts in talent development is a 12-month, 
online graduate program. 
	 “Graduates	of	the	talent	development	program	are	fully	
prepared to become trainers and educators in the workplace,” said 
Dr.	Pinckley.	“They	develop	skills	in	assessment,	and	curriculum	
design, as well as the principles and practices of human behavior in 
organizations.”
 The talent development program prepares students for 
careers such as corporate trainers, project managers, training 
managers, training consultants and talent managers. The Association 
for	Talent	Development	also	offers	national	certification	as	a	Certified	
Professional	in	Learning	and	Performance.	

Information Technology

 The undergraduate program in information technology is an 
online and face-to-face program that prepares students for careers 
such as computer systems manager, web developer, information 
technology support specialists and network systems administrator. 
In addition to these careers, Tusculum also instructs students in 
economics,	financing,	accounting	and	marketing	to	help	them	use	
their	skills	in	a	business	setting.	
 The Information Technology degree is available through both 
the	GPS	and	tradtional	programs.

Healthcare Management

 The undergraduate program in healthcare management is 
designed for individuals to begin or advance a career in healthcare. 
The program is ideal for established health care professionals 
who need a bachelor’s degree to pursue a managerial position. 
The program can be completed fully online or face-to-face on the 
Greeneville campus through the traditional program format. 
	 “Healthcare	continues	to	be	a	dynamic	and	growing	industry,	
and the business of healthcare has created new opportunities,” said 
Dr.	Pinckley.	“With	the	industry	facing	a	greater	need	for	quality	care	
and increased competition, healthcare managers and providers are 
being challenged to operate more like traditional businesses.”

MSN

 The Master of Science in nursing is a program for registered 
nurses	wishing	to	become	family	nurse	practitioners.	MSN	graduates	
are	eligible	for	certification	in	their	chosen	area.
	 The	MSN	program	has	experienced	faculty	that	provide	
mentorship and support to students. The emphasis of the program is 
on use of evidence-based knowledge and skills to lead the healthcare 
team, encourage health promotion, diagnose and treat acute and 
chronic illness and evaluate the plan of care. 
 Critical thinking and decision-making skills are also 
emphasized through state-of-the-art labs, standardized patient care 
and a variety of clinical experiences.  

For more information on Tusculum’s degree programs, 
contact	the	Office	of	Admission	at	

admission@tusculum.edu or call 423.636.7312.

As a special opportunity for Tusculum 
alumni, Clem Allison’s limited edition 

print is still available with a gift to 
Tusculum of $1,000. These signed 
and numbered prints are limited, 

don’t miss your chance! 
Contact 423.636.7300 Ext. 5303



 When Christine Ann Morgenweck ’76 visited campus at Homecoming in 2016, she shared some of her 
memories	as	a	student	at	Tusculum	and	also	of	her	grandparents,	two	well-known	figures,	Annie	Hogan	and	Dr.	
Thomas Byrd. 
 While her family history made Tusculum known to her, her reasons for selecting it as a college home were 
her	own.	“I	chose	Tusculum	College	because	I	wanted	to	get	away	from	New	York	City,	be	on	my	own.	I	wanted	a	

college that was smaller, and I wanted a smaller classroom size.”
	 Morgenweck	added,	“I	don’t	come	back	often	enough	to	Tusculum	but	when	I	
do, I always enjoy my time on campus and had a great time at my reunion.”
 According to Morgenweck, the Annie Hogan Byrd Fine Arts Center and 
Chapel, built in 1965, is named as a memorial to Dr. Thomas F. Byrd’s wife, the 
late Annie Hogan Byrd. Dr. Byrd was a longtime trustee and major donor to the 
project. Currently, the Byrd Center is home to Institutional Advancement, the 
TRIO programs, Arts Outreach and includes the Byrd Auditorium, the Behan 
Arena Theater and various classrooms. The history and initial design of this 
building is something of a hidden history.
 As Morgenweck tells the story handed down through her parents, Dr. 
Thomas	Byrd,	a	native	of	Yancey	County,	North	Carolina,	arrived	in	Greeneville,	
Tennessee in 1900 or 1901, although he had originally planned to go to college at 
Washington College. 
	 “Tom	Byrd	left	home	with	his	mother’s	blessing,	but	against	the	wishes	of	his	
father,	Mitchell	Byrd.	He	left	with	a	red	satchel,	homespun	suit	–	made	by	his	

mother	–	with	a	celluloid	collar.”	Thomas	Byrd	and	
his cousin walked west over the mountains and 
reached	Flag	Pond,	Tennessee,	where	a	woman	
they stayed with recommended Tusculum College. 
 Tom took the advice, earned his room 
and board at Mr. Lacey Lawerence’s house while 
attending	Tusculum,	and	graduated	in	1905	with	
a bachelor’s degree. According to a Byrd family 
story,	while	attending	Tusculum,	Dr.	Thomas	Byrd	
said,	“I	became	very	much	attached	to	his	[Mr.	
Lawerence] place and family and was considered 
always one of the family. While in college, I think 
I	held	every	office	in	the	student	body,	but	when	
graduation was over, I had the sad experience of 
leaving home the second time. In all, I think these 
were the happiest days I have ever experienced.” 
His	first	job	was	as	secretary	of	the	YMCA	in	
Hoxie,	Arkansas.	He	also	attended	the	University	
of Chicago, where he studied toward a master’s 
degree in social science. 
 He met Annie Lou Hogan in Dallas, Texas, 
while working for an evangelist. She was a trained 
opera singer who graduated from Trinity College 
(Texas) in 1910. They married in 1911 and moved 
to	Pennsylvania	and	then	New	York,	where	Byrd	
became a professional fund raiser. He retired in 
1956	at	the	age	of	75,	and	returned	to	Yancey	
County,	North	Carolina.
 In addition to serving as a trustee, Thomas 
Byrd served as a fund raiser for Tusculum College 
for many years. Mrs. Byrd, who died in 1941, was 
very interested in religion and art and she gave 
several concerts on campus. In May, 1966, at the 
dedication of the Annie Lou Hogan Byrd Fine Arts 
building, Tusculum awarded Dr. Byrd an honorary 
doctorate. 
	 Of	Byrd’s	three	children,	two	attended	
Tusculum.	Mary	Lou	Byrd	attended	in	1927	and	
1928,	and	graduated	from	New	York	University	in	
1931	and	NYU	School	of	Medicine	in	1935.		Her	
brother,	Thomas	F.	Byrd,	Jr.,	attended	from	1932-
33,	and	later	received	a	law	degree	from	NYU.	
His son, Thomas F Byrd, III, graduated summa 
cum	laude	from	Tusculum	in	1977,	the	year	after	
Christine.  
 Morganweck has recently joined the 
Alumni Executive Board and plans to return to 
campus	more	often.		“I	am	so	pleased	to	know	that	
the chapel is being restored in Annie Hogan Byrd.  
It would make my grandparents very happy.”



 Each fall, from 1959 through 1962, the young men at Tusculum played what was euphemistically called 
intramural football. In reality, because the game involved playing tackle without pads, it was more closely related to 
what the Cherokee people, who once lived in East Tennessee, called ballgame. The Cherokee considered ballgame 
to	be	the	little	brother	of	war.		
	 The	first	week	of	school	was	given	over	to	Rat	Week,	an	antediluvian	iteration	of	hazing	where	freshmen	
were obliged to obey upperclassmen unless the order violated morality or was physically dangerous, though these 
two exceptions were honored mostly in the breach.  
 A highlight of Rat Week was the freshmen-upperclassmen football game, an enterprise designed to 
establish dominance on campus for the rest of the school year. To ensure the proper outcome of the 1959 game, the 
upperclassmen practiced all week, but kept the freshmen in the dark about the coming scrum. The night before the 
game, the freshmen were kept up all night.
	 All	twenty-five	of	the	first	year	men	in	Rankin	Hall,	along	with	their	mattresses	and	pillows,	got	herded	into	a	
room	approximately	9’	X	12’.		Every	hour,	the	upperclassmen,	mostly	sophomores	getting	revenge	for	their	treatment	
the year before, rousted the freshmen into the bathroom for cold showers.    
 All in all, it made for a memorable night. Finally, in the morning, when the freshmen were freed from their 
confinement	and	got	back	to	their	rooms,	they	discovered	that	the	upperclassmen	had	helped	themselves	to	their	
caches	of	food	from	home.	It	was	right	about	that	time	the	upperclassmen	informed	the	first	years	that	they	would	
be playing the ballgame later that day.  
	 By	early	afternoon,	their	outrage	still	unslaked,	the	freshmen	took	the	field,	located	on	the	shelf	cut	into	the	
side	of	the	hill	where	the	tennis	courts	now	stand.	Just	about	everybody	on	campus	seemed	to	be	sitting	on	the	side	
of the hill waiting for the carnage to begin.  
 Mack Torrance managed to throw a touchdown strike to Jim Sheldon, and then Richard Sharp outran the 
upperclassmen secondary for another score, and the underclassmen led 14-0.  It would be heartening to say the 
freshmen won, but that was not to be.  Sharp tried to tackle Ed Oneto head-on; he came to sometime in the second 
half.  Somehow, Coach Larry McClements found out that his freshman basketball and baseball players were in the 
game	and	pulled	them	from	the	field.		
 It was quite a coincidence that his upperclassman ballplayers were hiding out of sight down the other side of 
the	hill	when	he	happened	by	the	field.		
 The freshmen lost the freshmen-upperclassmen football game 49-14. The following Saturday, the regular 
football season began.  There were four men’s dorms: Rankin; Craig; Morgan, where the Annie Hogan Byrd Fine Arts 
Building is now; and Ramsey, an old house out on the highway north of campus.  Each men’s dorm played the other 
men’s	dorm	three	times	for	a	nine	game	schedule,	and	the	games,	with	the	hitting,	taunts,	and	insults,	were	a	pure,	
unadulterated	delight.		The	school’s	teams	were	sprinkled	with	fine	athletes.		
	 New	Jersey	All-State	quarterback	George	Williams	played	for	Ramsey;	Bob	Masters,	who	had	transferred	

in from Arkansas State where he’d been a running back, starred for Rankin. Three out of the four years, from 1959 
through 1962, Craig Hall won the league championship, though truth be told they cheated—they actually practiced 
several days a week. 
 The Rankin Hall boys prepared themselves for games by taking in Audie Murphy westerns at the drive-in 
movie	theater	out	on	the	Asheville	Highway	on	Friday	nights	and	then	playing	hearts	until	dawn	before	attending	
Saturday classes that ended at noon. This went on for two idyllic years. Then tragedy struck. One Saturday 
afternoon	during	the	1960	season	Ramsey’s	Spike	Van	Buskirk,	wearing	baseball	spikes,	caught	his	foot	while	making	
a cut and blew out his knee.  As we all gathered around we could see that while his thigh extended straight out, his 
lower	leg,	as	if	having	a	mind	of	its	own,	protruded	off	to	the	side.		
 He needed surgery, but would be okay. The real tragedy was that the new coach, Leo Curtin, now aware that 
the teams were playing tackle, issued a decree that from then on all games were to be touch. Of course, the players 
were all outraged.  How could a supposedly wise adult shamefully and unnecessarily diminish the students’ freedom 
by denying them the right to injure each other and themselves?  
 So for the last two seasons the teams were forced to play touch football. To the naked eye, not much really 
changed.	The	players	still	crashed	into	each	other,	and	the	insults	continued	to	fly	back	and	forth,	and	each	year	
Craig Hall won the championship. However, the lunatic euphoria that had hung over the games, the extra kick, was 
gone. 
	 In	the	fall	of	1962,	events	went	too	far.	John	Neiman,	quarterback	for	Craig,	not	only	wrote	up	plays	and	
held regular practices, but he had a new and very potent weapon at his disposal, an underclassman named Tom 
Kemp.	Kemp	was	made	for	the	lighter	facets	of	touch	football.	He	was	lightning	fast,	and	elusive,	and	to	get	a	better	
feel	for	the	field	he	played	barefoot.		
 This fad caught on with many of the rest of the 
players, but barefoot or not, they did not have Kemp’s 
talent. By midseason, Romano and his roommate Ken 
Hellyer had had enough.  Just once they wanted to play 
tackle against Kemp, just one time, so they could put a 
hurting on him and slow him down. However, to do that 
they	would	have	to	play	on	Sunday	afternoon,	and	the	
administration insisted that since the Lord had rested 
on Sunday, then so must the students, and anyone who 
organized such a game was liable to be suspended.   
 So Hellyer and Romano did some serious cogitating, and the following week, each time they ran into a Craig 
Hallite, they would casually mention that Craig had challenged them to a tackle football game the following Sunday. 
Soon, whenever they ran into a stalwart man of Craig, who had obviously heard the rumor, he would challenge them 
to	meet	on	Sunday.	Although	Rankin	Hall	still	lost,	14-7,	they	did	slow	Kemp	down	and	left	the	field	satisfied.
	 Finally,	the	weather	would	grow	cold,	and	the	players’	attentions	would	turn	to	how	they	could	torment	
Carson-Newman	College	at	home	basketball	games.	But	then,	each	spring,	the	grass	on	the	football	field	would	
again turn green, as if, like the players, it impatiently awaited the next football season.

Ballgame 
    By Joe Romano ‘63



 
 Since 1984, more than 10,000 working adults have realized their dreams by earning a bachelor’s or master’s 
degree	at	Tusculum	through	the	Graduate	and	Professional	Studies	programs.	The	programs	are	specifically	
designed with working adults in mind, allowing them to continue to work while achieving their dream of higher 
education. 
	 Keith	Meese	’89	and	his	son	Matthew	’18	have	more	than	family	in	common.	They	share	the	Tusculum	
Experience,	specifically	through	the	lens	of	going	back	to	school	as	a	working	adult.
	 Keith	was	one	of	the	first	students	to	enroll	in	the	program,	then	called	the	TALL	program.	For	Keith,	going	
back	to	school	for	a	bachelor’s	degree	was	a	fulfillment	of	a	desire	that	had	started	when	he	earned	his	associate	
degree	in	mechanical	engineering	from	Penn	State	University	in	his	youth.
	 After	getting	his	associate	degree,	he	went	to	work	at	a	Newport	News	shipyard.	When	he	joined	
the	Tennessee	Valley	Authority	with	a	job	in	nuclear	procurement,	he	decided	then	it	was	time	to	finish	his	
undergraduate education.
	 “It	was	always	on	my	mind.	I	always	wanted	to	get	another	degree,”	said	Keith.	However,	at	the	time,	the	
TVA	Human	Resources	department	was	only	offering	tuition	reimbursement	for	employees	who	undertook	degree	
programs at the University of Tennessee just up the road.
	 “I	wanted	to	go	to	Tusculum.	At	the	time,	they	were	the	only	ones	who	were	really	catering	to	the	working	
adult.	I	went	to	the	human	resources	office	and	they	had	never	heard	of	Tusculum	College.”
	 Keith	took	on	the	challenge	and	after	asking	the	Tusculum	admissions	office	for	a	box	of	materials,	he	began	
the	process	of	educating	his	company	on	Tusculum	and	its	programs.	Not	long	after,	not	only	was	Keith	enrolled	in	
the	Pioneer	Experience,	but	so	were	several	co-workers,	and	Tusculum	was	officially	on	the	tuition	reimbursement	
program.
	 “It	was	like	nothing	else	at	that	time,”	he	said.	“The	faculty	were	experts	in	the	industry	and	brought	their	
training into the classes.  They brought an insight that was so valuable. The textbooks were icing on the cake.”
 During his time in the program, Keith built relationships that lasted a lifetime. While he did take classes with 
a few others from TVA, he credits fellow student Deborah Henry ’89 with helping the entire group get through the 
program.

By Suzanne Richey ’14, manager of communications

	 “She	was	going	to	college	and	working	full-time	and	raising	two	
kids.	She	was	the	most	motivated	and	she	kept	us	going,”	he	said.	“She	
never missed a beat.”  Henry is now corporate controller for the Dixie 
Stampede,	LLC	in	Pigeon	Forge.
	 “That’s	the	thing	about	a	degree.	No	one	can	ever	take	it	away.	It’s	
yours	and	it	helps	you	have	a	better	life,”	said	Keith.	“Education	helps	you	
on a daily basis for the rest of your life.”
	 Now	Keith’s	son	Matthew	is	enrolled	at	Tusculum	working	toward	
a bachelor’s degree in business management through the Graduate and 
Professional	Studies	programs.	Matthew	is	working,	but	his	company,	
Cardinal	Health,	is	supportive	of	his	efforts	to	earn	a	degree.	Married	with	
two	children,	Matthew	needed	a	program	that	would	allow	him	to	balance	
family,	work	and	school.	He	found	that	at	Tusculum.	“The	flexible	schedule	
at	Tusculum	has	allowed	me	to	be	able	to	do	it.”	He	added,	“Tusculum	is	
a successful program, you can see people changing their lives. It’s a life 
altering event.”
	 Having	Matthew	attend	Tusculum	brings	Keith	full	circle.	“To	say	I	
am proud of him is a huge understatement.”
	 Matthew,	who	will	graduate	in	2018,	has	had	tremendous	support	
from	family,	including	his	wife	and	parents.	“They	have	made	it	possible	
for me to work, go to class and have study time.”
	 He	added,	“In	the	program,	you	learn	more	than	what’s	taught	in	
the	classes.	You	learn	life	skills	like	patience	and	thoughtfulness.	It	helps	
you	to	become	a	better	decision	maker.	I	would	recommend	the	program	
to	others.	It’s	a	good	format	for	working	adults	trying	to	figure	out	a	way	
to get their education.”

Calling all Bonner Leader Alumni! 
Were you a Bonner Leader at Tusculum? If so, we would love to 

hear	from	you!	We	are	currently	gathering	all	alumni	
information	in	order	stay	better	connected	to	you.	

Please	email	cwashburn@tusculum.edu
 if you graduated Tusculum as a Bonner Leader.

Theatre-at-Tusculum 
presents Tennessee Williams’ 
“Cat on a Hot Tin Roof” 

Directed by Brian Ricker

February 23, 24, March 2, 3 at 7 p.m. 
February 25, March 4, 2 p.m.

Behan Arena Theatre 
Tickets $15, $12, $5 

Phone	-	423-798-1620
Email - jhollowell@tusculum.edu



 On Saturday, Dec. 9, John Coleman will be among 
the graduates receiving his diploma during commencement 
ceremonies. John’s path to graduation; however, has taken 
the	long	way	around,	finishing	40	years	after	it	began	in	
August of 1977.
 With his wife, Susan, and a multitude of friends 
and family on hand, John will receive his bachelor’s degree 
despite having walked away from his studies, just six 
courses shy of graduation in 1981. Earlier this year, dealing 
with his father’s illness, John returned to campus to seek a 
moment	of	reflection	and	found	himself	ambling	by	the	Old	
Oak tree and into an open McCormick Hall, despite the late 
hour.
	 “I	was	surprised	to	find	that	the	rope	to	the	old	bell	
was still there and then gave it a ring, well, several good 
rings,”	said	John	on	a	recent	visit	back	to	Tusculum.	“That’s	
when I noticed a light was on, just at the top of the second 
floor.”
	 John	stepped	into	the	office	to	apologize	for	the	
vigorous	bell	ringing	and	met	for	the	first	time	President	
Emerita	Nancy	B.	Moody.	The	two	found	quickly	that	they	
had a common friend in John’s sister Kathy, who graduated 
from Tusculum in 1976. As they continued to talk, John 
told the story of how he had come to Tusculum, but never 
finished.
	 “I	really	enjoyed	my	time	at	Tusculum.	I	love	the	
area,	the	outdoors,	but	the	truth	is	I	probably	partied	a	little	
too much.” There came a point where he had a real crisis of 
faith and took a hard look at how he was living his life and 
at the people that surrounded him. 
	 “I	had	moved	so	far	away	from	my	spiritual	life.	I	
packed	up	that	day	and	left.		I	knew	I	had	to	have	some	
time to reconcile the person I wanted to be and the person 
I was then. I intended to be gone for a semester, but the 
semester turned into a lifetime.” 
	 During	his	time	off,	John	fell	in	love	with	Susan,	and	
they married and began a family. That family now includes 
three grown children, Adam, Amie and Alyssa and three 
grandchildren (with another on the way in April).  He did 
later return to school, but this time to earn a theology 
degree from Life Bible College EAST. He was a youth pastor 
for several years, and now he is pastor at Oasis Church in 
Radford,	Virginia.	He	and	Susan	also	run	CrossPointe,	a	
conference center associated with the Foursquare church.
 Finishing his story, Dr. Moody asked him if he ever 
considered	returning	to	finish	his	degree	at	Tusculum,	and	
before he answered, encouraged him to think about what 

	 Nicole	Rader	has	been	named	director	of	alumni	
engagement for Tusculum College.
	 Many	of	our	alumni	had	the	opportunity	to	meet	Nicole	
during homecoming, but she welcomes anyone to stop by 
and	say	hello.	Her	office	is	in	the	Annie	Hogan	Byrd	Fine	Arts	
Building, Room 120.
	 A	2017	graduate	of	Tusculum,	Nicole	began	serving	
in this new capacity on Aug. 28. She comes to Tusculum 
having served as the resource development coordinator and 
webmaster for Holston United Methodist Home for Children, 
also	in	Greeneville.	While	at	Holston	Home,	Nicole	managed	
fund development, alumni relations, special events and 
community relations, as well as supported the organization’s 
website.
	 Additionally,	Nicole	serves	as	auxiliary	assistant	chief	
of	the	Greeneville	Police	Department.
	 In	her	new	role,	Nicole	will	be	responsible	for	leading	
efforts	to	engage	alumni	in	the	life	and	work	of	Tusculum	
through	giving,	volunteering	and	attending	alumni	events.	She	
will provide leadership for increasing alumni participation in 
giving, for organizing reunions and will provide support for the 
Alumni Executive Board.
	 “I	am	excited	to	be	part	of	the	success	that	is	
happening	at	Tusculum	College,”	said	Nicole.	“It’s	a	good	fit	for	
my skills and provides an opportunity to serve the community 
that I call home.”
 In addition to her bachelor’s degree from Tusculum, 
Nicole	holds	an	associate	degree	from	Walters	State	
Community College.

it would mean to do so now. She explained 
about	Prior	Learning	Portfolios	and	how	they	
might	help	him	after	all	these	years	to	earn	his	
degree from Tusculum.
 Tusculum is among more than 
500 colleges and universities that assess 
students’ prior learning for credit toward an 
undergraduate degree. The Council for the 
Advancement of Experiential Learning, an 
educational association founded in 1974 
to promote the acceptance of awarding 
college credit for experiential learning, has 
led the way in developing and implementing 
assessment techniques. Tusculum uses the 
guidelines developed by CAEL. Students may 
earn up to 32 semester credit hours through 
the portfolio. 
	 After	learning	about	this	program,	
John returned home, but reconnected with 
Dr.	Moody	to	find	out	more	about	how	it	
could work for him. As a result, with his 
prior	learning	considered,	John	finished	his	
undergraduate degree from Tusculum and will 
graduate in December.
	 “I	believe	in	these	things,”	said	John.	
“Good	choices	lead	to	open	doors,	but	to	see	
this happen is completely amazing. This is 
really a closure and what a way that it came 
about	–	the	history,	the	timing,	the	connection	
- just amazing.” 

Nicole Rader 
Named	to	Alumni	Position



 In April, the inaugural alumni travel 
program was launched as 10 Tusculum alumni 
and	friends	flew	to	Amsterdam	for	an	eight-
day cruise down the Rhine River on the Viking 
longship, Kvasir.
	 Among	the	alumni	in	attendance	were	
Lynn	J.	Battle	’62	and	his	wife,	Jane	’62,	Jane	
Lovvorn Morse ’77 and her husband True, and 
Angela White-Wilson ’77 and her husband 
Karl.
 Several in the group arrived early to 
spend a couple days touring Amsterdam and 
enjoying walking tours of the city built on 
canals. Highlights included a traditional Dutch 
meal, an evening canal cruise and a trip to see 
the tulip gardens at Kerkhoven.  
 Kinderdijk, a village in south Holland 
that is home to 19 windmills built in the 1700s, 
was	the	first	official	tour	stop.	The	next	day	the	
group visited Cologne, Germany, for a walking 
tour and a meeting with Jonas Winkelmann 
’16.  Winkelmann played tennis at Tusculum 
and returned home to pursue a master’s 
degree in executive leadership and coaching in 
Dusseldorf. 
	 Next,	the	group	visited	Koblenz,	a	
town	at	the	confluence	of	the	Rhine	and	
Moselle Rivers, touring nearby Marksburg 
Castle. Those who wished for a less strenuous 
walking tour opted for a cable car ride across 
the Rhine to Ehrenbreitstein Fortress. On 
Easter Sunday, the group visited Mannheim, 
Germany, the home of Karl Benz and the 
Daimler truck plant. The next stop was 
Heidelberg Castle and the city of Heidelberg, 
where all enjoyed the holiday festivals taking 
place. 
 On Monday evening, Tusculum alumni 
gathered on the upper deck of the ship as it 
flew	the	Tusculum	flag,	which	was	a	highlight	
of the trip. The trip concluded with a visit to 
Breisach, Germany and the Black Forest, where 
the scenery included snowy mountains. 
 If this sounds like fun, two more alumni 
travel trips are planned.
 Join Dr. James Hurley, his wife Kindall 
and family June 9 to 16, 2018 in Hawaii. The 

• Helicopter Tours
• Luau and Show
• Oahu Jeep Tour
• Monoa Valley Waterfall Hike
• East Oahu Panorama Driving Tour
• Private Full Day at Pearl Harbor
• Oahu Sail and Snorkel Adventure

Join Tusculum on our 
next alumni trip to Hawaii!

June 9-16, 2018 
Deadline to book is May 29, 2018 
(Deposit due at time of booking)

 
Please contact Kristin Small 

at ksmall@cruiseplanners.com 
or toll-free at 855.278.9377

trip	will	offer	a	variety	of	touring	plans	and	accommodations.		
A	highlight	will	be	a	trip	to	Pearl	Harbor,	where	the	plan	is	to	
meet up with the crew of the U.S.S. Greeneville. 
 In 2019, Tusculum will celebrate its 225th anniversary 
with	an	April	trip	to	Italy.		“In	the	Footsteps	of	Cicero”	will	
explore the life and career of this Italian statesman and 
philosopher for whose villa Tusculum College was named. For 
more	information,	contact	Nicole	Rader,	director	of	alumni	
engagement, at (423) 636-7303 or nrader@tusculum.edu.

From left, Dr. Nancy B. Moody, Jane Lovvorn Morse ’77, and Angela White-Wilson ’77 with Pioneer Pete Bear



 More than 300 alumni met with old friends and rekindled their love for Tusculum during Homecoming 2017, 
held on October 20-21.
 Groups of alumni could be seen walking around campus, reminiscing on their college life and exploring the 
new Ronald H. and Verna June Meen Center for Science and Math. Old and new joined together at the lunch with 
students	on	Friday,	in	which	alumni	could	meet	with	student	leaders	currently	attending	Tusculum.	
	 Alumni	of	all	different	ages	met	and	talked.	Old	friends	embraced	each	other,	and	young	graduates	learned	
the history of Tusculum from the older alumni. While some may have graduated long before others, their reason for 
returning was similar. Ryan Barker ’15 said that Tusculum was his home for four years, and homecoming is exactly 
that: coming home. When asked about their fondest memory, many gave the same answer; their fondest memory 
was meeting their spouse. 
 Friday night, a pep rally was held in the quad. Students and friends played cornhole, roasted marshmallows 
and	listened	to	the	band	play	songs.	The	bonfire	continued	to	burn	until	late	in	the	night,	and	everyone	around	
enjoyed the companionship it brought with it. 
	 At	the	Alumni	Association	meeting,	new	President,	Dr.	James	Hurley	gave	a	“State	of	the	College”	address	
and several awards and recognitions were handed out.
	 The	National	Living	Faculty	Award	is	presented	each	year	to	an	outstanding	member	of	the	faculty.	This	
award recognizes individuals who have made outstanding contributions to Tusculum’s academic programs. 
 This year’s award went to Dr. Lois Ewen, dean of nursing, health sciences and human services. Dr. Ewen 
joined	Tusculum	in	2012.	She	earned	her	Ph.D.	in	curriculum	and	instruction	with	majors	in	adult	education	and	
measurement and statistics from the University of South Florida and a Master of Science in nursing degree from 
Barry University. Her career in academics includes dean positions at Tallahassee and Columbia State Community 
Colleges	and	faculty	positions	at	Hillsborough,	St.	Petersburg	and	Miami-Dade	Colleges.		She	also	has	extensive	
experience in various nursing positions, including assistant director of nursing, director of education and nurse 
manager.

 Dr. Ewen teaches nursing classes where she engages 
and challenges students to develop their critical thinking and 
decision making skills.  Her research interests are primarily 
with enhancing critical thinking and indicators of success in 
nursing programs.
	 The	Pioneer	Award	was	established	by	the	Executive	
Committee	of	the	Alumni	Association	in	1962	and	is	
presented each year to an exceptional alumnus or alumna, 
in recognition of outstanding or meritorious achievement in 
his	or	her	chosen	field;	for	distinguished	service	to	church,	
community, country and humanity; and for continuing and 
loyal service to Tusculum College.
 This year’s recipient, Beverly Roberts, is a 1990 
graduate of Tusculum. When the University of Connecticut 
defeated Syracuse University, on Tuesday, April 5, during the 
NCAA	Women’s	Basketball	Championship	game,	a	Tusculum	
alumna was right in the middle of the action. 
 Roberts was selected to serve as one of the 
game	officials	at	this	year’s	Women’s	Final	Four,	held	in	
Indianapolis. Roberts was one of the three referees working 
the national title game at Bankers Life Fieldhouse, shown 
on	ESPN.	Serving	as	referee	in	big	games	is	not	new	for	the	
Kingsport native. 
	 She	officiated	the	2008	NCAA	Final	Four	in	
Tampa,	FL,	and	has	worked	in	10	consecutive	NCAA	
tournaments.	This	was	her	first	national	championship	game.	
Roberts	officiates	women’s	games	in	the	Big	Ten,	Big	12,	
Missouri Valley Conference, Southeastern Conference and 
Conference	USA.	Officiating	runs	in	the	family.	Beverly’s	
father,	Garry	Roberts,	is	a	basketball	official	in	the	South	
Atlantic Conference.
 The Frontier Award was established by the Executive 
Committee	of	the	Alumni	Association	in	1995	and	is	
presented each year to an exceptional alumnus or alumna in 
recognition of outstanding or meritorious advancement in his 
or her career. Consideration will be given to former students 
who	graduated	from	Tusculum	at	least	five	years	ago,	but	
no	more	than	fifteen	years.	Consideration	for	this	award	
includes continuing and loyal service to Tusculum.
	 This	year’s	recipient,	Dr.	Jessica	Epley	Burchette,	is	
a 2006 graduate of Tusculum. She went on to be a proud 
2010	graduate	from	the	inaugural	class	at	ETSU	Bill	Gatton	
College	of	Pharmacy.	Upon	graduation,	Dr.	Burchette	
obtained	further	post	graduate	training	with	a	Pharmacy	
Practice	residency	at	the	University	of	Tennessee	Medical	
Center	in	Knoxville,	TN	followed	by	an	internal	medicine	
residency with a secondary focus in academia at ETSU Bill 
Gatton	College	of	Pharmacy.	
	 Dr.	Burchette	joined	the	faculty	at	ETSU	Bill	Gatton	
College	of	Pharmacy	in	August	2012	as	an	Assistant	

By Sydney McCallister, 
Freshman, English and history major from Greeneville, Tennessee



Professor	of	Pharmacy	Practice.	She	maintains	practice	sites	at	Johnson	City	Medical	Center	and	Holston	Valley	
Medical Center working with interdisciplinary inpatient family medicine teams. In addition to her practice, Dr. 
Burchette	also	coordinates	and	teaches	several	courses	within	the	curriculum.	She	enjoys	teaching	students	about	
pulmonary disorders and basic critical care concepts in the classroom. 
	 In	the	fall	of	2013,	Dr.	Burchette	was	honored	to	become	a	faculty	advisor	for	Kappa	Psi	and	the	Student	
Society	of	Health-System	Pharmacists.	Recently,	she	also	became	a	board	certified	pharmacotherapy	specialist.	She	
holds	memberships	in	ASHP,	ACCP,	AACP,	Rho	Chi,	Phi	Lambda	Sigma,	Kappa	Psi,	TPA	and	TSHP.
	 The	National	Alumni	Recognition	Award	was	established	by	the	Executive	Committee	of	the	Alumni	
Association in 1996 and is presented each year to an outstanding member of the Tusculum College Community. The 
purpose	of	the	National	Alumni	Recognition	Award	is	to	bestow	recognition	on	those	individuals	who	have	made	
outstanding contributions to the college. 
 This year’s recipient was Roxanna Jaynes, 
catering director for Sodexo, the food service provider 
for Tusculum College.
 Jaynes has been a familiar face at Tusculum since 
her	arrival	on	campus	in	2001,	when	she	joined	the	staff	
of Sodexo as a card swiper and greeter in the cafeteria. 
Jaynes has become one of the most well-known and 
most-hugged people on campus as her job places her in 
contact with everyone involved with Tusculum, including 
students,	faculty,	staff,	alumni,	Board	members	and	
special guests to Tusculum. 
 Students she has tended to, long gone from 
campus and now alumni making their way in the world, 
stay in touch with Jaynes. She gets phone calls, texts 
and the occasional wedding announcement. Her 
relationships are strong, lasting, and she has shed many a tear on commencement days. Jaynes is the lady who takes 
care of everything and everyone at luncheons, celebrations, sports gatherings, meetings and just about anywhere on 
campus where food is served.
	 Shortly	after,	the	“State	of	the	College”	address	began	with	an	introduction	by	Kristopher	Adams,	the	
Student	Government	Association	president.	Tusculum	President	James	Hurley	spoke	on	the	State	of	the	College.	
“We’re	Pioneers,”	said	Hurley,	“Tusculum	has	been	the	pioneers	for	224	years.	Greeneville	College	was	that	pioneer	
and as we move forward, we have to think about what’s next.”

 Alumni gathered outside to watch the parade, lining 
up	from	the	Niswonger	Commons	to	the	football	field.	The	
Homecoming court drew loud cheers from the gathered 
crowd. Members of the homecoming court of 2017 could be 
seen	getting	pictures	with	alumni,	some	of	whom	had	won	
homecoming in their years at Tusculum. 
	 Inside	the	slowly-filling	stadium,	people	gathered	
their food and prepared for the game. Cheerleaders 
practiced and soon enough, the band played the national 
anthem and the game began. Homecoming itself was full of 
excitement as the homecoming court was introduced. 
 The King and Queen of Homecoming 2017 were 
Jesse Harrell, a senior sports management major from Bulls 
Gap and Katie Odoms, a senior creative writing major from 
Bristol. The prince was Carlos Duarte, a junior criminal 
justice major from Cordova and the princess was De’Erica 
Garrett,	a	junior	business	major	from	Greeneville.
 Homecoming 2018 has been set for October 11-13.



 Three new inductees were added to the Tusculum Sports Hall of Fame during 2017 Homecoming festivities. 
This year’s inductee class includes two-time All-American running back Eric Claridy ’95, three-time All-American 
basketball guard Jasmine Gunn ’11 and two-time All-American guard Kyle Moore ’10.

F  O  O  T  B  A  L  L  

A  T  H  L  E  T  I  C  S W O M E N ’ S   B A S K E T B A L L     

Eric Claridy 
 Claridy accounted for the greatest playing career by a Tusculum tailback and holds the program’s all-time 
rushing and scoring records for more than 20 years since his time on the collegiate gridiron concluded.
From 1992-1995, Claridy rushed for 3,737 yards and 44 touchdowns, both school records still stand today. 
He churned out 6.9 yards per carry during his Tusculum career as he and his teammates helped usher in the 
reinstatement	of	the	sport	after	a	41-year	absence.
 The Jasper, Florida native rushed for more than 1,000 yards in two of his four seasons, including a personal-
best 1,319 yards in 1994, which is the second highest rushing yardage tally in a Tusculum single-season. He garnered 
NAIA	Division	II	All-America	honors	while	leading	the	Pioneers	to	a	6-3	record,	which	included	victories	over	two	
nationally-ranked teams. He scored a school record 18 rushing touchdowns, including a Tusculum single-game best 
five	touchdowns	in	Tusculum’s	63-22	win	over	Maryville.

 Claridy, a four-time All-Mid-South 
Conference selection, owns three of the top 
four records for yards rushing in a season, 
running for 544 yards in 1992, 853 yards in 
1993, 1,319 yards in 1994 and 1,021 yards 
in 1995. He posted double-digit touchdown 
totals	in	his	final	three	campaigns,	including	18	
in 1994 and 11 rushing scores each in both the 
1993 and 1995 seasons. 
 He eclipsed 100 rushing yards in a 
school record 18 games during his Tusculum 
career, including two, 200-yard performances. 
His	229-yard	effort	against	Maryville	in	1994	
is the third-best rushing outing in school 
history, while his 201 yards in 1994 against 
Clinch Valley (now UVa-Wise) are eighth in the Tusculum record book.
 Claridy still holds seven career, season and single-game school records. His 278 career points scored are still 
the	most	ever	by	a	Pioneer,	which	included	his	110	points	in	1994,	the	most	by	a	non-kicker	and	second-best	overall	
in a Tusculum season.

Jasmine Gunn                
	 From	2007-2011,	Gunn	produced	one	of	the	finest	playing	careers	in	the	history	of	Tusculum	women’s	
basketball.	The	4’11”	point	guard	from	Nashville,	Tennessee	led	the	Pioneers	to	one	of	the	best	four-year	runs	in	the	
program’s storied history.
 She helped Tusculum to four consecutive 20-win campaigns, which included three South Atlantic Conference 
Championships,	two	SAC	Tournament	titles	and	four	trips	to	the	NCAA	Division	II	Tournament.
 During her career, she earned WBCA Division II All-America honors three times (2009, 2010, 2011) and was 
a	finalist	for	the	2010	NCAA	II	National	Player	of	the	Year	Award.	She	was	named	the	Daktronics	Southeast	Region	
Player	of	the	Year	and	SAC	Player	of	the	Year	in	2010	and	2011.	She	garnered	Daktronics	All-Southeast	Region	
accolades	three	times	(2009,	2010,	2011)	and	was	a	four-time	All-SAC	first	team	choice.
 She is the holder of eight Tusculum school records, as well as seven South Atlantic Conference marks. Her 
2,180 career points are the second-most in school history and fourth-best in the SAC record book. She averaged 
17.4 points per game (2nd in Tusculum history/7th in SAC history) in her 125 career games (Tusculum and SAC 
record).	She	also	holds	Tusculum	records	in	career	free	throws	made	(660)	and	attempted	(838),	single-season	free	
throws	made	(223	in	2009-10)	and	attempted	(284	in	2009-10),	single-game	field	goal	percentage	(1.000,	10-10	vs	
Virginia	Intermont),	single-game	free	throws	made	(23	vs	Francis	Marion,	3/13/2010	–	most	in	a	NCAA	Tournament	
game)	and	single-game	free	throws	attempted	(29	vs	Francis	Marion,	3/13/2010).
		 In	her	first	season,	she	averaged	13.7	points	per	game	and	led	the	team	with	6.1	assists	per	contest	as	the	
Pioneers	posted	a	26-5	record	including	a	nine-game	winning	streak	to	end	the	regular	season	to	capture	the	
program’s inaugural SAC championship with a sterling 13-1 conference record. Tusculum advanced to the SAC 
Tournament	championship	game	and	earned	the	Pioneers’	their	first	berth	to	the	NCAA	II	Tournament.	Gunn	was	
named	the	2008	South	Atlantic	Conference	Freshman	of	the	Year.
 During her sophomore campaign, the team accounted for its second straight 26-win season (26-6) as 
Tusculum	repeated	as	SAC	Champions	and	once	again	advanced	to	the	SAC	Tournament	final.	Gunn	averaged	
15.5	points	per	game	and	finished	the	season	ranked	10th	in	the	country	with	her	5.8	assists	per	game	average.	She	
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seasons	in	his	final	two	years	in	Greeneville.
	 He	made	306	three-point	field	goals	at	Tusculum,	which	are	the	second	most	in	school	and	conference	
history.	He	averaged	3.52	three-pointers	made	per	contest	for	his	87-game	career	with	the	Pioneers,	which	is	the	
23rd	best	career	average	by	a	NCAA	Division	II	player.
 The Gainesville, Florida native earned All-SAC second team honors in the 2007-2008 season averaging 16.6 
points	and	four	assists	per	game	as	the	Pioneers	went	13-15,	winning	five	of	their	last	six	regular	season	contests	to	
advance	to	the	SAC	Quarterfinals.
	 In	his	second	Tusculum	campaign,	he	averaged	21.1	points	per	game	to	earn	All-SAC	first	team	distinction	as	
the	Pioneers	posted	a	20-11	record	for	the	program’s	first	20-win	season	since	1992-1993.	Moore	paced	Tusculum	
to	an	eight-game	winning	streak	as	the	Pioneers	made	a	late	season	surge	to	capture	runner-up	honors	in	the	league	
with	a	10-6	SAC	record.	Tusculum	knocked	off	Wingate	and	Newberry	to	advance	to	the	SAC	Tournament	final.	
Moore garnered SAC All-Tournament honors as he averaged 20.3 points per game and went 25-of-27 at the free 
throw line (92.6%) during his three postseason outings.
		 Moore	enjoyed	his	best	season	in	a	Pioneer	uniform	in	2009-2010	as	he	accounted	for	693	points,	while	
leading	Tusculum	to	a	16-12	overall	record	and	a	10-6	league	worksheet	to	finish	second	in	the	conference	standings	
for a second straight season. His point tally was the second most in recorded school history and third in the league 
record	book.	His	24.8	points	per	game	average	was	third	in	NCAA	Division	II	and	fifth	nationally	for	all	NCAA	

divisions. His scoring average was the second highest in 
league	history	and	fifth	in	Tusculum	history.
		 He	was	named	to	two	All-Region	first	teams	in	
2009-2010	and	earned	All-SAC	first	team	recognition	for	a	
second straight year. He established a new school and SAC 
record	with	his	117	three-point	field	goals.	His	4.18	treys	per	
game average were second in the country, while shooting 
45.3 percent from beyond the arc (2nd in SAC/9th in 
NCAA	II).	For	his	efforts,	he	was	also	named	the	2009-2010	
South	Atlantic	Conference	Male	Athlete	of	the	Year	and	
Tusculum	College	Male	Athlete	of	the	Year.
In his three seasons at Tusculum, Moore averaged 20.8 
points per game, which is the third highest scoring average 
ever by a South Atlantic Conference player. Moore scored 
1,863 points as a collegiate player. 
 Moore was the model of consistency during his career, 
scoring 20 or more points an amazing 45 times, including 19 
times in his senior campaign. He also poured in 30 or more 
points on 15 occasions, including twice with 40 or more 
points, and his career-best 42 markers against Columbus 
State in 2008, the most points in a single-game during the 
NCAA	Division	II	era	and	sixth	most	in	school	history.
Moore still holds the school record with his 447 made free 
throws. While at Tusculum, Moore shot 85 percent from the 
foul line (447-of-526), which is the second highest career 
percentage in school history and third in SAC history. 
		 Moore	played	in	the	2010	NCAA	II	All-Star	Game,	
where	he	garnered	Co-Most	Valuable	Player	honors	while	
leading	the	West	All	Stars	to	victory	at	the	Naismith	
Basketball	Hall	of	Fame	in	Springfield,	Massachusetts.	
Following his career at Tusculum, Moore signed a contract to 
play professionally in Germany for the SOBA Dragons in the 
Pro	A	League.	

earned WBCA All-America honorable mention honors and was 
a consensus All-Region pick. 
 Her best season in the Black and Orange came in the 
2009-2010 campaign where she was a consensus 
All-American while averaging 21.6 points per game (3rd in 
Tusculum	history/9th	in	SAC	history).	The	Pioneers	finished	
fourth in the league with a 10-6 SAC worksheet, but bounced 
back with wins over Catawba and top-seeded and 
24th-ranked Lenoir-Rhyne to advance to the SAC Tournament 
final	for	a	third	straight	year.		
	 Tusculum	knocked	off	Newberry	to	claim	its	inaugural	
SAC Tournament crown and earned the league’s automatic bid 
to	the	NCAA	Tournament.	Tusculum	was	seeded	seventh	in	
the	Southeast	Regional	and	knocked	off	No.	2	seed	and	
19th-ranked	Clayton	State,	and	defeated	No.	20	Francis	
Marion	103-96	in	the	semifinal	round	behind	Gunn’s	
SAC-record 45-point performance. During Tusculum’s magical 
postseason run, Gunn averaged 26.7 points, 3.6 assists and 
3.4 rebounds per contest in the seven-game span.
 Following the 2010 season, Gunn was honored when 
her	jersey	was	selected	for	display	at	the	National	Women’s	
Basketball	Hall	of	Fame	Ring	of	Honor.	She	was	also	the	first	
Tusculum student-athlete to be named the South Atlantic 
Conference	Female	Athlete	of	the	Year.	
 Gunn led Tusculum to a sweep of both the SAC 
regular-season and tournament titles in 2011, averaging 
18.7	points	per	game	that	season	as	Tusculum	went	21-9	overall.	Tusculum	knocked	off	Anderson,	Newberry	and	
Wingate	in	the	SAC	final	to	capture	its	second	league	postseason	crown	in	as	many	years.	
 During her career, she recorded 56 games with 20 or more points, including 10 outings with 30 points or 
better.	She	finished	with	629	career	assists	(2nd	in	Tusculum	history/5th	in	SAC	history)	and	272	career	steals	(3rd	
in Tusculum history/5th in SAC history). She accounted for 10 games with 10 or more assists, four games with 10 or 
more rebounds, 11 career double-doubles and the only triple-double in school history when she tallied 22 points, 11 
assists and 10 rebounds against the District of Columbia on Jan. 12, 2010. 
	 Gunn	was	also	named	the	Tusculum	Female	Athlete	of	the	Year	for	both	the	2009-2010	and	2010-2011	
academic seasons. 

M E N ’ S   B A S K E T B A L L     
Kyle Moore
	 In	just	three	seasons	with	the	Pioneers,	guard	Kyle	Moore	accounted	for	the	greatest	scoring	career	during	
the	NCAA	Division	II	era	(1998-present)	of	the	Tusculum	men’s	basketball	program.	
 From 2007-2010, Moore poured in 1,813 points, which ranks fourth in the Tusculum record book and eighth 
most	in	South	Atlantic	Conference	history.	He	was	also	one	of	the	most	prolific	three-point	shooters	in	both	school	
and league history and one of the best free throw shooters to wear a Tusculum uniform. 
	 He	earned	NCAA	Division	II	All-America	honors	in	2009	as	a	junior	and	was	a	consensus	All-America	in	
2010 as a senior, including being named to the Daktronics DII All-America second team. He was tabbed the SAC  
Player	of	the	Year	in	back-to-back	seasons	in	2009	and	2010	as	he	led	the	conference	in	scoring	in	both	campaigns,	
averaging 21.1 and 24.8 points per game, respectively.
	 The	Pioneers	posted	a	49-38	overall	record	during	his	tenure	at	Tusculum,	including	back-to-back	winning	



 The Tusculum athletic program will welcome its 21st intercollegiate sport in 2018-19 with the addition of 
women’s beach volleyball announced Doug Jones, vice president of student success and athletics. 
 Tusculum women’s beach volleyball will begin competition in spring 2019 with an anticipated roster size of 14 
student-athletes.	The	Pioneers	will	compete	as	a	NCAA	independent	member	and	will	join	fellow	Tennessee	schools	
Carson-Newman	and	Lincoln	Memorial,	who	sponsor	the	sport.
	 “This	is	an	exciting	time	for	Tusculum	athletics,”	said	Jones.	“The	emergence	of	beach	volleyball	in	the	NCAA	
has opened up a wide array of opportunities for current and future student-athletes. The sport continues to grow at 
a very rapid rate and we are very proud to be a part of it.”
	 “Beach	volleyball	will	provide	additional	opportunities	for	our	students	to	participate	in	intercollegiate	
athletics,”	said	Dr.	James	Hurley,	president	of	Tusculum.	“The	addition	of	beach	volleyball	creates	a	vibrant	and	
varied	campus	setting	that	values	diversity	and	diverse	activities,	while	encouraging	involvement	and	interaction	
outside the classroom.”

B E A C H   V O L L E Y B A L L

 Ashton Hippenstiel (pictured right), 
Tusculum’s assistant women’s indoor volleyball coach 
for the past three years, has been named the head 
coach	of	the	Pioneers	newest	sport.	Current	indoor	
volleyball head coach Michael Robinson, will serve as 
an assistant coach for the beach program.
	 Hippenstiel,	a	native	of	Yucaipa,	California,	
possesses a wealth of coaching experience at both 
the	collegiate	and	club	level	and	is	a	former	NCAA	
Division	I	and	II	player	where	he	was	setter	at	Cal	
State	Northridge	and	King	University.	During	his	
final	season	at	King,	he	ranked	30th	in	the	country	
with his 6.99 assists per set average while leading 
the Tornado with his 610 total helpers. He led KU 
with 75 blocks and his 0.85 blocks per set average 
ranked ninth in Conference Carolinas. 
	 “I	am	honored	to	have	been	named	the	head	
coach of the Tusculum beach volleyball program,” 
said	Hippenstiel.	“I	would	imagine	that	any	time	you	
have the opportunity to build something from the 
ground-up	it	is	a	pretty	special	experience.	I	am	very	
thankful to have the support of our administration 
and eager to get started.”
 Hippenstiel has been coaching at the club 
level for seven years and is a member of the Match 
Point	AVCA	Mentee	Program.	He	graduated	from	
King in 2014 with his Bachelor of Arts degree and is 
completing his master’s degree in talent development 
from Tusculum.
 Beach volleyball is the fastest-growing 
NCAA	sport	with	69	colleges	and	universities	
sponsoring it currently.
	 Team	competitions	consist	of	five	pairs	of	
players competing in two out of three sets, with the 
first	team	to	win	three	of	the	five	matches	as	the	
winner. On average, a single match lasts 
35-50	minutes.	The	NCAA	does	not	plan	to	name	
individual or pair champions in beach volleyball, 
as a team champion is crowned following the 
championships segment at the conclusion of the 
season.
 Tusculum sponsors 10 men’s sports including 
baseball, basketball, cross country, football, golf, 
lacrosse, soccer, tennis and indoor and outdoor track 
&	field.		Eleven	women’s	intercollegiate	sports	are	
offered,	including:	basketball,	beach	volleyball,	cross	
country,	golf,	lacrosse,	soccer,	softball,	tennis,	indoor	
volleyball,	and	indoor	and	outdoor	track	&	field.	The	
sport	of	STUNT	is	also	being	offered	and	will	be	in	
its	first	season	of	competition	this	spring.

Beach Volleyball 
Becomes 21st Sport



 Dr. James Hurley, president of Tusculum 
College, has appointed Doug Jones as vice president 
of student success and athletics. Jones has served 
as Tusculum’s athletic director since February 2016. 
Jones will continue in the role as Tusculum’s head 
baseball coach, a position he has held since 1998.
	 “I	am	excited	to	announce	the	promotion	of	
Doug Jones to vice president for student success 
and	athletics,”	said	Dr.	Hurley.	“Mr.	Jones	has	more	
than 20 years of Tusculum experience and will work 
tirelessly to ensure student success for all of our 
students. Student success is a priority for Tusculum 
as we continue to grow and advance the mission of 
this great institution.”
 In his new role Jones will supervise student 
housing, student activities, campus life and the 
commuter student experience.
	 “I	would	like	to	thank	Dr.	Hurley	for	this	
opportunity to serve our great institution,” said 
Jones.	“The	vision	that	Dr.	Hurley	has	set	for	
Tusculum is exciting, and I am grateful to be able to 
serve alongside him.  I look forward to working with 
our	entire	student	population.	My	staff	and	I	will	
work hard to provide them a memorable experience 
that will last a lifetime. Our students are the most 
important part of our jobs, and we will make sure 
that their interests are at the forefront of all that we 
do.”
 As athletic director, Jones oversees the 
day-to-day operations of the Tusculum athletic 
department and the 21 sports that the college 
sponsors,	including	men’s	and	women’s	track	&	field	
and	STUNT,	which	were	added	during	his	term	as	
athletic director.
	 Jones	served	on	the	NCAA	Division	II	
Baseball	Championship	Committee	for	four	seasons,	
including three years as national chairman.
 Jones is entering his 21st season guiding the 
Tusculum baseball program and is the winningest 
coach in school history. Jones has guided Tusculum 
to 17 consecutive winning seasons, while posting 
680 victories in his 20 campaigns in Greeneville.

A  T  H  L  E  T  I  C  S

	 The	Tusculum	Athletic	Department	finished	25th	in	the	nation	in	their	fundraising	efforts	for	the	Make-A-Wish	
Foundation,	according	to	officials	from	the	NCAA.
	 During	the	2016-2017	academic	year,	the	Pioneers	raised	$5,000,	which	was	the	25th-highest	amount	raised	
by	a	NCAA	Division	II	institution.	Tusculum	was	the	top	South	Atlantic	Conference	member	on	the	list,	leading	the	
league in Make-A-Wish fundraising for a second time in the last three years.
	 As	a	league,	the	SAC	finished	10th	amongst	Division	II	conferences	raising	$22,792.95.
	 Tusculum’s	efforts	are	led	on	campus	by	the	Pioneer	Student-Athlete	Advisory	Committee	(PSAAC).	The	
$5,000-mark	eclipsed	PSAAC’s	goal	and	is	the	most	ever	raised	in	school	history.
	 Nick	Forsberg,	director	of	athletic	marketing	and	promotion,	led	the	group’s	efforts	last	year	while	serving	as	
the	department’s	graduate	assistant	and	credits	the	success	to	the	PSAAC	members	and	the	local	community.

Tusculum Athletics Ranked 25th 
in Make-A-Wish Fundraising

Jones Named Vice President 
for Student Success and Athletics



	 Tusculum	College	President	Emerita	Nancy	B.	Moody	has	been	named	the	2017	recipient	of	the	College’s	
Sports Benefactor Award. 
	 The	Tusculum	Sports	Benefactor	Award	was	established	by	the	executive	committee	of	the	Alumni	
Association in 1995, and is presented each year to an outstanding friend of the College in recognition of exceptional 
support of the athletic program. Consideration for the award is based on the person’s contributions to the athletic 
program and loyalty to Tusculum Athletics.
 Serving as Tusculum’s 27th president from 2009 to this past month, Dr. Moody led Tennessee’s most historic 
institution of higher learning into an era of growth and expansion with the addition of academic programs and 
opportunities for Tusculum students. 
 She was instrumental in bringing in a new era for Tusculum Athletics with the addition of seven new sports 
including	men’s	and	women’s	lacrosse,	men’s	and	women’s	outdoor	and	indoor	track	and	field	and	STUNT.
	 She	has	been	Tusculum’s	most	ardent	supporter	and	fan	of	Pioneer	student-athletes	in	their	successes	both	
on	and	off	the	field.
	 She	has	served	as	chair	of	the	South	Atlantic	Conference	President’s	Council	and	was	a	member	of	the	
NCAA	Division	II	President’s	Council.
	 Dr.	Moody	becomes	the	first	president	to	earn	the	College’s	sports	benefactor	award.

Moody Earns Sports Benefactor Award

	 “We	were	very	fortunate	to	have	good	leadership	in	
former	president	Ross	Parsons	‘17	and	others	in	the	group	
to take a more structured approach to our fundraising 
and meetings. It truly is a credit to the group for staying 
motivated and dedicated in making the world around us a 
better	place,”	said	Forsberg.	“I	have	full	confidence	in	this	
year’s	PSAAC	leadership	to	go	above	and	beyond	what	
Tusculum accomplished last year and I am excited to work 
with the group again.”
	 Tusculum’s	efforts	help	lead	the	NCAA	to	a	new	
Make-A-Wish fundraising record for a sixth consecutive year, 
raising $634,000 dollars, an increase of $26,000 from the 
previous	year.	In	total	the	NCAA	Division	II	has	raised	over	
$5.3 million dollars since 2003, impacting more than 660 
wishes across the country.
 For more information or to make a donation, contact 
Tusculum Athletics at 423-636-7323.

FIELD OF DREAMS CAPITAL PROJECT

NAMING OPPORTUNITIES

SHow your PIONEER PRIDE 
BY DONATING TODAY! 

For MORE INFORMATION
Contact Blake Cantrell at bcantrell@tusculum.edu

Director of Athletic Development Blake Cantrell (left) 
and Ross Parsons, PSAAC President 

at the Make-A-Wish check presentation.



 The Tusculum women’s soccer team achieved a program milestone this fall by recording the 300th victory in 
school history.
	 Win	No.	300	came	in	dramatic	fashion	on	Sept.	16,	2017	as	the	Pioneers	scored	two	goals	in	the	final	six	
minutes in Tusculum’s 2-1 victory at Lenoir-Rhyne University. Tusculum sophomore Sonja Ballmert converted the 
match-winner	with	2:33	left	in	the	match	as	the	Pioneers	won	in	Hickory	for	the	first	time	in	10	years.
	 In	the	28-year	history	of	women’s	soccer	at	Tennessee’s	most	historic	college,	the	Pioneers	have	posted	a	
306-209-39 record, resulting in 20 winning seasons.  
	 Since	his	arrival	on	the	Greeneville	campus,	long-time	head	coach	Mike	Joy	has	led	the	Pioneers	to	an	
amazing 261-128-35 record as Tusculum has not experienced a losing campaign in 20 years.
	 Tusculum	finished	this	season	with	a	10-7-1	record	and	advanced	to	the	South	Atlantic	Conference	semifinal.

W O M E N ’ S   S O C C E R     

 With Tusculum’s 2-0 win over Anderson on Sept. 23, 2017, Tusculum’s Allen Vital ’92 became only the 
second men’s soccer coach in South Atlantic Conference history to record 100 regular-season conference wins. 
Including	his	14	seasons	guiding	the	soccer	fortunes	at	Carson-Newman	University,	Vital	has	recorded	101	SAC	wins	
during his 21 successful campaigns on the collegiate sidelines.  
 The 1992 Tusculum graduate is the second winningest coach in conference history with his 234-126-36 
career record. Coach Vitals’ 58 wins in his seven seasons at his alma mater are the third-most in program history. 

M E N ’ S   S O C C E R     

Vital Records 100th SAC Victory

Dale Laney
Director of Veteran Services

423.636.7371 or dlaney@tusculum.edu

Women’s Soccer Records 
300th Win in Program History



’40s
Dr. Sara Lippard Hoyt ’45	of	Asheville,	NC,	was	pre-
sented a Distinguished Medical Alumna Award during 
the Alumni Reception and Awards Banquet at the 
Spring Medical Alumni Weekend for the University 
of	North	Carolina,	Chapel	Hill	School	of	Medicine.	A	
retired	pediatrician,	Dr.	Hoyt	was	a	member	of	the	first	
four-year graduating class of the medical school in 1954 
and one of only two women in the class. Following her 
career as a physician and raising three daughters, Dr. 
Hoyt continued working as an advocate for others in 
various ways, including serving on the Rome (GA) City 
Board of Education, the Board of Hospitality House that 
serves abused women and children and the Rome Arts 
Council among others. Dr. Hoyt and her husband, the 
Rev. William Hoyt moved to Asheville in 2001. 

’50s
The Rev. Don Wright ’53 and Dorothy Jaynes Wright 
’54 recently celebrated their 64th anniversary. The 
couple	were	married	on	June	1,	1953,	at	First	Presby-
terian Church of Greeneville by the Rev. Robert Clyde 
Johnson, the pastor and adjunct professor at Tusculum. 
Don	became	a	Presbyterian	minister	and	served	church-
es for 60 years and Dorothy supported his ministry. The 
couple has four children, nine grandchildren and two 
great grandchildren. They are living in Canton, MI.

Jean Ritter Holsten ’57	of	Hickory,	NC,	recently	shared	
some sad news with her Alma Mater along with some 
encouraging	words.	She	wrote,	“My	loving	husband	of	
56 years died in his sleep on February 9, 2016, following 
a long fruitful life besides enduring 50 years of diabe-
tes, 20 years of kidney disease, and two years of heart 
disease.	We	always	kept	an	optimistic	outlook	on	life!	
God has truly blessed us all and Tusculum endowed me 
with	God’s	JOY!”

’60s
Andy Still ’61	of	Bluff	City,	TN,	has	been	named	a	2017	
inductee into the J.I. Burton High School Hall of Fame. 
Still	was	a	star	basketball	player	at	the	Norton,	VA,	
school, graduating in 1957. Andy credits Joe Stallard, 

a 1956 graduate of Tusculum and a 2016 inductee 
into the J.I. Burton Hall of Fame, with inspiring him to 
become a basketball player. Andy continued playing 
basketball at Tusculum, where he majored in math 
and	physics.	After	graduating,	Andy	spent	three	years	
teaching physics and chemistry at J.J. Kelly High School 
and served as head basketball coach at Clinch Valley 
College during 1963 and 1964. Andy then went to 
work for Raytheon, where he worked for 28 years until 
retirement.

James (Jim) Southerland ‘64 was named to the Univer-
sity of Tennessee Department of Civil and Environmen-
tal	Engineering	Hall	of	Fame.	Jim	was	chosen	as	the	first	
recipient of the 
Distinguished 
Alumni of the 
Year	Award.	In	
April of 2017 
the Department 
of Civil and 
Environmental 
Engineering 
completed a 
new building 
(the	Pickle	
Engineering 
Building)	on	“the	Hill”	and	decided	to	include	a	“Hall	of	
Fame” to recognize all the recipients of the alumni award 
since 2004. Jim and the other recipients were again 
invited back for a banquet and ceremony. Jim accepted 
the	invitation	and	his	son	Jeff	accompanied	him	to	the	
presentation. Each of the honored alumni now has a 
personal plaque hanging on the wall in the Hall of Fame.
 
Capt. Dewey Holley ’65	(USN	–	Retired)	of	Green-
eville,	TN,	and	his	wife,	Wilma,	celebrated	their	50th	
anniversary on August 26.
 
Fred Johnson ’65 has been fully retired for the last four 
years	after	serving	as	president	of	a	real	estate	and	de-
velopment company in the Washington, D.C., area. He 
and his wife, Donna, are living in the Blue Ridge Moun-
tains	of	North	Carolina,	a	few	miles	south	of	Asheville.	
They are enjoying traveling, playing golf and mountain 
life. Fred would love to hear from his old friends from 
Tusculum at fredanddonna1@gmail.com.

James Richmond ’66	of	Swan	Point,	MD,	retired	in	2013	
after	47	years	in	the	Charles	County	Maryland	School	
System. He was a teacher and principal, and served 17 
years as superintendent of schools.
 
Lee Whitaker ’69	of	Haddon	Heights,	NJ,	is	performing	
in London, England. Whitaker, who is a Christian music/
country	artist,	had	two	songs	that	topped	the	National	
Airplay	Gospel	Charts	in	2015,	“Lord	of	Every	Thing”	
and	“Lord	I	Need	a	Miracle.”

’70s
Following her graduation from Tusculum, Andrea Dan-
iels ’70 of	Greeneville,	TN,	earned	a	master’s	degree	in	
early childhood education from East Tennessee State 
University. She taught physical education and power 
walking at Walters State Community College for 20 
years,	as	well	as	teaching	at	the	Greene	County	YMCA.

The Rev. Marwood B. “Woody” Meredith ’71 has been 
elected	President	of	the	Board	of	Directors	of	the	Ath-
ens	Christian	Preparatory	Academy	located	in	Athens,	
TX.

William Schulte ’72	of	Hillsborough,	NJ,	has	taught	43	
years	as	the	physical	education	teacher	at	South	Plain-
field	High	School,	his	high	school	alma	mater.	William	
played baseball and basketball teams while at Tusculum. 
In college he was initially a business major and then 
changed his area of study to history, but he ultimately 
earned a degree in physical education. He landed his 
first	teaching	job	in	1973	at	SPHS	and	has	also	coached	
basketball and football.

Paul Sikora ’73	of	Middletown,	NJ,	has	taken	a	new	po-
sition	as	regional	account	manager	at	PrimeSource	GPO	
in	New	York	City,	NY.

’80s
Mary Beth New ’86 is participating in her eighth mis-
sion trip to Los Tambos, Belize, with two of her grand-
sons.

Dr. Scott Niswonger ’87 H’06 of	Greeneville,	TN,	was	
presented	the	prestigious	Wright	Brothers	MasterPilot	
Award from the Federal Aviation Administration in a cer-
emony.	Named	for	the	broth-
ers credited with creating 
the	world’s	first	successful	
airplane, the award recog-
nizes individuals who have 
exhibited professionalism, 
skill and aviation expertise 
for at least 50 years, while 
piloting	aircraft	as	“Master	
Pilots.”	Dr.	Niswonger	took	
his	first	flight	lessons	at	the	
age of 12, soloed on his 16th 
birthday, received his private pilot license on his 17th 
birthday, and followed his passion in earning a degree in 
aviation	at	Purdue	University.

Charles Dietrich ’88 has been named assistant vice 
president	of	Bank	of	America	in	Jersey	City,	NJ.

Class Notes



’90s
Dr. J. T. Vogt ’90	recently	accepted	a	position	as	Proj-
ect Leader for the U.S. Forest Service Insects, Diseases 
and	Invasive	Plants	in	Southern	Forests	research	unit.	
He will be relocating to the Athens area with his wife 
Karen, son James, and daughter Samantha ’17 (who 
graduated from Tusculum with honors earlier this year 
and has been accepted into physical therapy school at 
Belmont). Classmates can reach J.T. at bug_doctor@
hotmail.com

Christina Naylor ’91 of Myrtle Beach, SC, has been 
promoted to the position of senior vice president of op-
erations at Carolina Trust. Christina joined the company 
in 2011 and has worked as director of sales and service 
and as vice president of branch operations. As senior 
vice president of operations, she will be in charge of 
member services, collections and card services and will 
oversee the branches. 

Kimberly Faith Shelton ’92 just marked her 20th year 
anniversary as a math teacher at South Greene High 
School in the Greene County School System. She has 
taught for 22 and a half years.

Dallas Gardner ’93 of Martinez, GA, has opened his 
own	business,	a	franchise	of	Pillar	To	Post,	a	home	in-
spection company. Dallas has previously spent 16 years 
in the nuclear construction business and also worked 
for Minco, Inc. in Greeneville, the Americas Collect-
ible	Network	shopping	channel,	Nuclear	Fuel	Services,	
Honeywell Metropolis and United States Enrichment 
Corporation. 

Pablo Rodriguez ’94 of Fort Dodge, IA, has been 
named the men’s soccer head coach at Iowa Central 
Community College. He has spent the past six seasons 
serving as an assistant coach for the team.

Webster Booze ’95	of	Greeneville,	TN,	was	recently	
named	Executive	Vice	President	for	SumiRiko	Ten-
nessee	Inc.	in	Midway,	TN.	SumiRiko	Tennessee	Inc.	is	
an automotive manufacturer servicing Toyota, Honda, 
Subaru,	Ford	and	Nissan,	and	employs	1,400	people	in	
two	Tennessee	locations	–	Midway	and	Tazewell.	

Pam Bird Johnson ’95 was one of the 
competitors in the annual Tri-Cities 
Dancing with the Stars event in June, 
a fundraising event for Steppenstone 
Youth	Treatment	Services.	Pam	works	
in her family business, Roberts Furni-
ture in Greeneville and is married to 
Allen Johnson ’81.

Dr. Sharon Cannon ’96	of	Chattanooga,	TN,	has	
published	a	book,	“Women	of	the	Bible:	the	good,	the	
bad & ugly … then and now.” The book is available on 
Amazon.com.	Sharon	is	the	owner	of	Cannon	Public	
Relations.

Denise Carr ’96 began working in June as Senior 
WIOA Career Specialist at East Tennessee State 
University. She previously served in a similar position at 
Walters State Community College.

Kelley Simpson ’97	of	Morristown,	TN,	celebrated	her	
entrepreneurial success with an open house in early 
March at her store, Kelley Marie’s Chic Boutique. Kelley 
served as director of enrollment and marketing at her 
Alma Mater until taking an early retirement in 2008. 

Tammi Ford ’98 was one of the government, busi-
ness and law enforcement leaders inducted into The 
(Maryville,	TN)	Daily	Times	Wall	of	Fame	on	April	24.	
Tammi	has	served	as	vice	president	of	the	Blount	Part-
nership since 2011. She began her career as the Blount 
County Chamber of Commerce’s communications 
director in 1990 and was executive vice president of 
communications from 1998 to 2011. 

Janice Jones ’98	of	Bristol,	TN,	has	been	appointed	to	
the Tennessee Financial Literacy Commission. She is the 
President	and	CEO	
of United Southeast 
Federal Credit Union. 
Janice has 47 years of 
experience in credit 
unions. Active in the 
community, She is a 
member of the Bristol 
Morning Rotary Club, 
serves as chairman 
of the board of the 
Bristol	TN/VA	Cham-
ber of Commerce and 

most recently served as a board member with Volunteer 
Corporate Credit Union.

Stacey Linkous ’98 of Rural Retreat, VA, is now the 
executive director of the Brock Hughes Medical Center. 
Prior	to	this	position	she	was	an	outreach	coordinator	of	
Talent Search at Wytheville Community College for 15 
years.

Robbi Stivers ’98	of	Knoxville,	TN,	has	accepted	the	
position	of	vice	president	for	business	and	finance	at	
California State University, Chico. Robbi has been 
serving	as	executive	director	of	the	Office	of	Capital	
Projects	since	2011	at	the	University	of	Tennessee	at	
Knoxville,	and	earlier	served	as	director	of	the	Office	
of	Capital	Projects	Division	of	Real	Property	and	Space	
Administration. 

Dwayne Collins ’99	of	Morristown,	TN,	has	been	ap-
pointed to a new leadership position within the Tennes-
see	Office	of	Homeland	Security.	Dwayne	will	be	as-
sisting with special departmental projects implementing 
high priority statewide initiatives. He had been serving 
as a supervisory agent for the Bureau of Operations. 
Dwayne is also an adjunct instructor for the Criminal 
Justice Department at Walters State Community Col-
lege.
 
David Stoika ’99 recently retired as a well-respected 
wrestling coach with more than 300 wins. David retired 
as	McMinn	County	(TN)	High	School’s	wrestling	coach	
after	this	past	wrestling	season,	ending	a	coaching	
career of 37 years. At his last match, all the wrestlers 
and coaches gave him a plaque and a standing ovation 
for his hard work and success, which included 302 wins 
despite not having a feeder program directing young 
talent to McMinn High. 

’00s
Timothy Elrod ’00	of	Clinton,	TN,	is	participating	in	
Local 8 LawCall, a live-thirty minute call-in program on 
the	CBS-television	affiliate	in	Knoxville	that	addresses	a	
different	legal	topic	each	week.	Timothy	is	a	partner	at	
Ogle,	Elrod	&	Baril,	PLLC.

Dr. Jonathan Feathers ’01	of	Johnson	City,	TN,	has	
published	his	second	book,	“So	Tell	Me:	A	Primer	for	
Vocational Ministry Applicants.” It is available through 
www.wipfandstock.com and on Amazon.com in paper-
back, hardcover and as an e-book. Dr. Feathers can be 
reached at www.jwfeathers.com.

David and Sarah (McGar) Prichard ’01 ’02 are current-
ly	living	in	Crossville,	TN,	where	David	teaches	physical	
education and is the head baseball coach at Cumber-
land County High School. Sarah is working in an ortho-
dontist’s	office	in	Crossville,	and	the	couple	have	three	
sons.

Dr. Paula Davis ’04	of	Morristown,	TN,	started	the	
2017-18	school	year	in	a	new	position	–	principal	of	
Hillcrest Elementary School in the Hamblen County 
School	System.	She	has	served	as	a	fifth	grade	teacher,	
district-level professional academic coach, assistant 
principal	and	adjunct	college	professor.	She	taught	fifth	
grade at Whitesburg Elementary School for 17 years. 
She is an active member of Fernwood Baptist Church 
as	the	youth	choir	leader	and	an	officer	in	the	Women’s	
Missionary Union. 

Kristi Strange Christopher ’05 is now working as a 
trainee for Edward Jones investments.

Denise Fliesser Fortin ’06	is	a	central	midfielder	on	the	
FC London team, a member of League 1 Ontario, a pro-
am, standards-based senior soccer league. Denise, who 
is a full-time teacher, college assistant coach and mar-
ried mother of three young children, is a leader of the 
team, and ranks third in minutes played for the league’s 
defending champion. She is a physical education teach-
er at Monseigner-Bruyere High School and she and her 
husband have two daughters and a son.

Rustin Jones ’06 of	Greeneville,	TN,	began	the	2017-18	
school year in a new position, as a teacher at Green-
eville Middle School. Rustin has been teaching at West 
Greene High School for the last 10 years, where he 
started both the girls’ and boys’ soccer teams. Under 
his leadership, both teams became competitive and the 
boys’ team reached the district championship game and 
qualified	for	the	regional	tournament	last	year.	

Amanda Weaver Smith ’06 of	Rogersville,	TN,	has	
been named the new principal of Surgoinsville Ele-
mentary School. Amanda has served as the assistant 
principal at Surgoinsville Middle School for the past two 
years and has 15 years of experience in education in the 
Hawkins County School System. She participated in 
the Governor’s Academy for School Leadership in the 
2016 cohort, served as the teacher leader for Surgoins-
ville Elementary in 2014-2015 and was the Surgoinsville 
Elementary	School	Teacher	of	the	Year	and	the	Hawkins	
County	K-4	Teacher	of	the	Year	in	2012-2013.



Dianna Chappell ’07	of	Jefferson	City,	TN,	has	retired	
from her career in teaching. She taught for 16 years at 
New	Market	Elementary	School,	teaching	fourth,	second	
and	first	graders	and	helping	with	the	Jefferson	County	
Scholar’s Bowl. Before pursuing her desire to teach, 
she concentrated on raising her three children before 
going to college. Dianna teaches Sunday school at Mill 
Springs Baptist Church, and she and her husband plan 
to give back to the community through service. She and 
her husband have already had the opportunity to go on 
two mission trips to Venezuela, where they worked with 
local school children. 

Eliza Land Fink ’07 was the featured lecturer on Thurs-
day, Oct. 19, 2017 as part of the Humanities Lecture 
Series, sponsored by the Tusculum English Department.

John Cage ’08	of	Spring	Hill,	TN,	has	been	appointed	
financial	aid	director	at	Columbia	State	Community	
College. In his new position, John will be responsible for 
the customer service environment, ensuring compliance 
with federal and state regulations and providing overall 
leadership	and	innovation	in	implementing	financial	aid	
policies, procedures and programs. 

John Craft ’08 has been named to the new position of 
assistant	fire	chief	in	the	Greeneville	Fire	Department.	
John	has	been	with	the	fire	department	for	29	years	
and has served in the ranks of lieutenant, captain and 
battalion	chief.	He	is	certified	as	an	advanced	emergen-
cy medical technician, hazardous materials technician 
and an instructor. 

Aubrey Fortson ’08	of	Milledgeville,	GA,	is	a	first-year	
assistant football coach at Morgan County (GA) High 
School and is the in-school suspension coordinator for 
the high school. Aubrey is coaching the defensive line 

for Morgan County and is also in charge of community 
outreach for the football team. This past summer, he or-
ganized three trips/tours for the team’s players, geared 
toward helping the players see the inside workings of 
important parts of the Morgan County and Madison 
(GA) communities. 

Nick Neura ’08 has	been	named	offensive	line	coach	
for the football team at Gadsden City (AL) High 
School.	He	was	previously	serving	as	offensive	line	
coach for the Hueytown High School. He also served as 
a graduate assistant at the University of Alabama-Bir-
mingham from 2010-12.

Chris Poore ’08 has been named the new head coach 
for	the	boys’	basketball	team	at	Dobyns-Bennett	High	
School	in	Kingsport,	TN.	Chris	had	served	as	head	
coach	at	Jefferson	County	(TN)	High	School	for	the	
past six seasons. His playing career included being 
named South Atlantic Conference First Team All-Con-
ference	and	Scholar	Athlete	of	the	Year	while	at	Tuscu-
lum,	as	well	as	touring	with	the	Harlem	Globetrotters	for	
two seasons as a member of the Washington Generals.

Robin Street ’08 will be serving as assistant principal 
of	Grandview	School	in	the	Washington	County	(TN)	
School System beginning this fall. Robin began her 
11-year teaching career at Gray School and subsequent-
ly moved to Jonesborough Middle School where she 
taught math, social studies and science.

Brandon Broyles ’09 has taken an assistant coaching 
position	at	Tennessee	High	School	in	Bristol,	TN.	He	had	
served	the	last	five	years	as	the	boys’	basketball	coach	
at	North	Greene	High	School,	leading	the	Huskies	to	
their	first	district	championship	in	27	years.	The	North	
Greene	position	was	his	first	as	head	coach.	

Jeremy Jones ’09 is the new Coordinator at the Uni-
versity of Central Florida for the Multicultural Academic 
Support	Services	Office.	Jeremy	had	served	his	Alma	
Mater for several years as part of the Student Support 
Services	staff	before	seizing	this	new	opportunity	in	
Florida.

Jarrell NeSmith ’09 has accepted 
a position at the Immediate Care 
in	Gaffney,	SC,	for	half	urgent	
care	and	sports	medicine	after	his	
current fellowship in sports med-
icine ends in June 2018. Jarrell 
writes,	“I	feel	blessed	beyond	be-
lief!	Thank	you	to	everyone	who	
has	prayed	for	me	and	supported	me	along	the	way!”

’10s
Rachel Macola Price ’10 will be serving as the new prin-
cipal of Grandview School in the Washington County 
(TN)	School	System	beginning	this	fall.	She	previously	
served two years as assistant principal of Jonesborough 
Middle School. 

Glenn Vicary ’10 is now working at US WorldMeds in 
Louisville,	KY.

Sean Cotten ’11, who is also Tusculum’s all-time home 
run	leader,	was	a	member	of	NASCAR	driver	Kurt	Bus-
ch’s winning pit crew at the 2017 Daytona 500.

Nikki Taylor ’11 and Logan Goodin ’11 have married 
and	had	their	first	child,	a	son,	Jackson	Dean	Goodin.		
He was 8 lbs. and 4 oz. at birth. The couple is currently 
living	in	Maryville,	TN,	where	Nikki	is	staying	home	with	
Jackson, and Logan is an honors algebra teacher at 
Maryville	Junior	High	and	is	coach	of	the	school’s	first	
baseball program.

Kenneth Hill ’12	of	White	Pine,	TN,	has	accepted	a	
full-time teaching position in the English department at 
Walters State Community College.

Brittany Connolly Purchase ’12 has earned a Master of 
Fine Arts degree in creative writing from the University 
of Tampa.

Jesse Campbell ’13	of	Johnson	City,	TN,	graduated	
with honors earlier this month from the Appalachian 
School of Law.

Sandi Salmons ’13 is coordinator of groups, tours and 
assistant to visitor services at Frank Lloyd Wright’s 
House	in	Frankfort,	KY.

Joe Simpson ’13 has been named chief information 
officer	at	Securities	Service	Network,	Inc.,	an	indepen-
dent broker-dealer and registered investment advising 
company. Simpson formerly served as vice president of 
technology for the company and will continue to head 
all	of	its	technology	efforts.

Sara Howard ’14 has graduated with a master’s degree 
in public health epidemiology from East Tennessee State 
University and has begun her career as an epidemiolo-
gist at Oak Ridge Associated Universities.

Chris Dillon ’15	has	been	named	Promotions	&	Com-
munity Relations Assistant for the Hickory Crawdads, 
a	minor	league	baseball	affiliate	of	the	Texas	Rangers,	
located	in	Hickory,	NC.

Zachary Freeman ’15 has been promoted to marketing 
analyst at Dispenser Beverages, Inc. in Orlando, FL. 
He has been with the company since September 2016, 
previously serving as social media and digital marketing 
coordinator.

David Nunez ’15 of	Greeneville,	TN,	is	now	at	the	helm	
of the soccer program at West Greene High School. 
Nunez	had	served	as	assistant	for	both	the	girl’s	and	
boys’	soccer	teams	for	the	past	two	seasons.	Nunez	is	in	
his third year of teaching at West Greene.

Joni Blake Parker ’15 is serving 
as the new general manager of 
the	Greene	County	Partnership.	
Parker’s	duties	include	fundraising,	
which she became familiar with 
serving as the director of alumni 
relations at Tusculum.

U.S. Air Force Airman 1st Class Richard A. Williams Jr. 
’15 graduated from basic military training at Joint Base 
San Antonio Lackland, San Antonio, TX. Richard earned 
distinction as an honor graduate. 



Brandon Bartlett ’16 was selected by the Saskatch-
ewan Roughriders in the Canadian Football League 
supplemental	draft	earlier	this	month.	A	linebacker	for	
the	Pioneer	football	team,	he	recorded	229	tackles	in	
his three seasons at Tusculum which are 13th-most in 
program history.

Brad Hawkins ’16	recorded	his	first	victory	as	a	profes-
sional	golfer	at	2017	Charlotte	Classic.		The	54-hole	
GProTour	event	was	held	earlier	this	year	at	the	par-
72,	6,757-yard	Palisades	Country	Club.	This	was	his	
second	GProTour	event,	having	tied	for	eighth	place	at	
the Starmount Forest event. Brad, a native of Knoxville, 
TN,	starred	on	the	Tusculum	golf	team	from	2014-2016	
where he accounted for one of the best playing careers 
in school history. His career scoring average of 71.37 es-
tablished a new school and South Atlantic Conference 
(SAC) record. 

Max Gaubert ’16 of Athens, GA, just completed his 
first	year	teaching	self-contained	special	education	
at Monroe Area High School and was selected as the 
teacher	of	the	semester	during	his	first	year.

McKenna Lewis ’16 is now Lead Graphics Artist at 
Glossy	Finish	by	LifeTouch	in	Pigeon	Forge,	TN.

Creighton Wilke ’16	has	signed	with	the	Lincoln	(NE)	
Saltdogs.	The	infielder	participated	in	spring	training	
with the professional team in the American Association 
of Independent Baseball. At Tusculum, he was a power 
hitter.	In	his	senior	season	for	the	Pioneers,	the	first	
baseman hit .333 with eight home runs and 11 doubles. 
He knocked in 43 runs in 53 games.

Jennie Frost ’17	has	been	selected	to	write	for	“The	
MFA	Years.”	Jennie	is	enrolled	in	the	Master	of	Fine	Arts	
program in creative writing at Ole Miss.

Devan Watts ’17 was named as an All-Star selection 
for the 2017 season in the Florida State League. Devan 
was	playing	in	his	first	year	with	the	Florida	Fire	Frogs,	a	
minor	league	affiliate	of	the	Atlanta	Braves,	at	the	time.	
He has since been promoted to the Mississippi Braves, 
Atlanta’s	Double-A	affiliate.	He	had	been	selected	by	
the Braves in the 17th round of the 2016 Major League 
Baseball	First-Year	Player	Draft	and	made	his	profession-
al debut last summer with Danville, the Braves’ Rook-
ie-League	Affiliate	in	the	Appalachian	League	squad	
before being moved up to the organization’s Single-A 
affiliate	in	Rome	(GA).	

TRUSTEES
Tusculum Trustee Dr. David Baker received the coveted 
Captains of Industry award in May. The Institute of In-
dustrial and Systems Engineers honored Dr. Baker with 
the Captain of Industry Award, 
one of its most prestigious awards 
at the IISE Annual Conference 
and Expo in May. Captains of 
Industry Awards honor leaders in 
business, industry and govern-
ment such as presidents, CEOs, 
senior vice presidents and direc-
tors of organizations with substan-
tial sales, assets, employment or 
other resources. Dr. Baker retired in 2016 from DirecTV 
after	more	than	eight	years	as	senior	vice	president	of	
field	services	for	AT&T.	

WEDDINGS
Jennifer Lawson ’12, was married to Josh Wynn on 
October 28, 2017, at Heartland Meadows in Knoxville, 
TN.		The	couple	is	residing	in	Knoxville.	

Cierra Ockstadt ’14 ’16 married Cody C. Greene ’08 
on	November	12,	2016	in	Limestone,	TN.	The	couple	is	
residing	in	Greeneville,	TN.

BIRTHS
John W. Goode ’04 and Mrs. Ericka Harville Goode 
’10 are celebrating the birth of son, John Crosby, on 
March 20. He weighed 9 lbs. and 11 oz.

Kendra Collins Norton ’08 and her husband, Bryan, 
celebrated the birth of a daughter, Brynleigh Gayle, on 
March 18.

Tara Hammond Moss ’08 ’10,	husband	Matt,	brother	
Even, and sister Callie welcome the addition of Luke 
Robert.  Luke was born April 1, weighing 8 lbs. and 4 oz.
 
Tiffany S. Greer ’15, husband Ben, and brother TJ wel-
comed Amelia Marie on March 29.  She weighed in at 9 
lbs. and 11 oz.
 
Steven Hollingshead ’15 and Anna Rice welcomed new 
baby girl Addison Anne Marie on April 27. She weighed 
8lbs. and 13oz.

Jessica Epley Burchette ’06 and her husband, Darrin, 
celebrated the birth of a daughter Sadie Marie Bur-
chette	on	December	21,	2016.	She	weighed	6	lbs.	and	3	
oz. 

Nick Darnell ’06 and wife Emily welcomed a baby girl, 
Madeline Claire Darnell on June 1. She weighed 7 lbs. 11 
oz. and was 21.25 inches long.
 
Megan Hart Chapman ’09 and her husband, Clint, wel-
comed baby Amelia Carol Chapman on April 19, 2017. 
She weighed 6 lb. 15 oz. and was 19.5 inches long.

MEMORIALS 
Valdo Vincent John Moncada ‘41, Lt.Col., USAF, Ret., 
died peacefully on Thursday June 8, 2017. Valdo was 
born	in	Newburgh	NY	on	Sept.	4,	1919	to	the	late	Rev.	
Pietro	and	Emma	Plavan	Moncada.	He	attended	New-
burgh Free Academy, then Tusculum College in Green-
eville,	TN	where	he	majored	in	French	and	Mathematics.	
In	1942,	after	attending	MIT’s	Meteorology	program,	
he was commissioned a 2nd Lt. in the Army Air Corps 
and	led	weather	units	on	several	offensives	in	Africa,	
and Europe, including Anzio Beach. He also served 
in the Japan Occupation, Korean War and the Cold 
War. He married Mary Howell of Asheville, on June 15, 
1945.	He	retired	from	the	USAF	in	1962	after	25	years	
of service. For the next 30 years, he and Mary owned 

Bon	Voyage	Travel	Agency	in	Newburgh,	NY.	He	was	
involved in many civic activities including Lions Club 
(Life	Member),	Hudson	River	Masonic	Lodge,	UNICO	
and Meadow Hill Reformed Church. He and Mary retired 
for the third time to Asheville in 1994. Again he became 
involved in the Lions Club. He was a Master Mason. He 
was	an	active	supporter	of	Grace	Covenant	Presbyteri-
an Church. 

Mary Frances George Brumley ’43 of	Greeneville,	TN,	
passed away March 24, 2017. As a young adult, Mrs. 
Brumley was employed as an assistant manager of Sears 
and in the jewelry department of Brown’s Furniture 
Store. In 1943, she married Hershel Orval Hamblin, who 
served as a radio operator on a B-24 bomber and was 
killed during his service in World War II. She then mar-
ried Billy Frank Brumley in 1949 and was a homemaker 
through their 49 years of marriage. She continued to 
live	on	the	family	farm	after	his	death	before	moving	to	
an assisted living facility in Knoxville in 2012. An avid 
reader, she supported the Greeneville-Greene Coun-
ty	Public	Library	throughout	her	life.	She	developed	
a keen interest in family genealogy in the 1970s and 
spent countless hours corresponding and researching 
her family history. She was a member of Timber Ridge 
Presbyterian	Church	for	62	years.

Virginia Shelton Miller ’43	of	Surgoinsville,	TN,	passed	
away	on	August	5,	2017,	after	a	brief	illness.	Mrs.	Miller	
was a teacher for more than 30 years, beginning her 
career as a home economics teacher in her native Rog-
ersville followed by several years teaching English in the 
Surgoinsville	middle	and	high	schools.	After	retiring,	she	
loved traveling with family and visited numerous plac-
es around the country and Europe. She treasured her 
grandchildren’s long summer visits to the family farm as 
well	as	regular	visits	to	Florida	and	later	New	York	to	see	
them.	She	was	a	long-time	member	of	New	Providence	
Presbyterian	Church.

Mary Pauline Crews Scott ’46 passed away June 8, 
2017.	Mrs.	Scott	was	a	lifelong	member	of	Christ	Unit-
ed Methodist Church. She was a very devoted mother 
and always considered the needs of her children above 
her own. Her grandchildren and great-grandchildren 
brought an extra sparkle to her eyes, and she loved 
spending time with each of them. She was a longstand-
ing member of the Greeneville-Greene County Humane 
Society. Her survivors include Tusculum alumni: son 
and daughter—in-law Dr. Haden Scott ’75 and Debra 



(Cox) Scott ’74 and son Paul E. Scott ’83. Her son-in-
law John Fisher has been the architect to design several 
buildings on the Tusculum campus, including the recent-
ly completed Ronald H. and Verna June Meen Center 
for Science and Math. She was preceded in death by 
her husband, Dr. George E. Scott ’50.

Henry R. Schoebel ‘47, 95,	of	Peabody,	MA	formerly	
of Glastonbury, CT, loving husband to the late Jeanne 
(Kiley) Schoebel, entered the Lord’s embrace Monday, 
August	28,	2017.	Henry	was	born	in	Elmhurst,	NY,	June	
12, 1922, son of 
the late Henry and 
Agnes (Diebold) 
Schoebel. He gradu-
ated from Tusculum 
College in 1947, 
after	postponing	his	
studies for two years 
to serve in the U.S. 
Army	as	an	aircraft	
plotter	in	the	South	
Pacific	during	World	
War II. He rose to 
the rank of Sergeant. Henry earned his Master of Arts 
in	Education	at	Columbia	Teachers	College,	NY.	Hen-
ry’s long and distinguished educational career began 
in	1948	as	a	social	studies	teacher	at	Melverne	(NY)	
High School advancing to the position of Assistant to 
the	Principal	in	1954.	In	1958	Henry	became	the	Princi-
pal of Glastonbury (CT) High School. In 1963, he was 
named Director of Secondary Education and in 1966 he 
advanced to Assistant Superintendent of Glastonbury 
Schools. Henry then became Acting Superintendent 
of Schools in 1980 and his career culminated in his 
appointment to Superintendent of Schools in 1981. He 
held that position until his retirement in 1985. Henry 
was	a	long	time	communicant	and	usher	at	St.	Paul	
Catholic	Church,	Glastonbury.	Post-retirement	he	gave	
of his many talents in voluntary service to Catholic 
Charities of the Archdiocese of Hartford and the St. 
Vincent	DePaul	Society.

Priscilla Watts Foulk ’50 of Rolling Hills, CA, passed 
away February 22, 2017. While at Tusculum, Mrs. Foulk’s 
talent and national ranking in tennis enabled her to play 
on the men’s tennis team because at the time there was 
no	women’s	team.	After	graduating	from	Tusculum,	she	
joined the U.S. Air Force and served in Europe, Asia, 
Hawaii and Florida, rising to the rank of major. Earning 

a	master’s	degree	in	education,	Mrs.	Foulk	settled	in	
southern California in 1960 and worked as a special 
education	teacher	in	the	Palos	Verdes	Unified	School	
District for 29 years before retiring in 1989. She served 
on	the	Board	of	Directors	of	the	Watts-Campbell	Com-
pany	of	Newark,	NJ.

Mary Louise Jordan Maxwell ’50	of	Kingsport,	TN,	
passed away March 18, 2017. Mrs. Maxwell was a retired 
teacher in the Sullivan County School System, having 
taught	many	people	from	different	walks	of	life	for	more	
than 30 years. She was a member of the Sullivan Coun-
ty Retired Teachers Association and the Long Island 
Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution. 
Mrs. Maxwell was also an avid gardener and a very 
talented china painter.

J.W. Douthat ’53 of Mohawk,	TN,	passed	away	June	18,	
2017. Mr. Douthat was a lifelong farmer and co-owner of 
the former Tri-State Tractor. During the administration 
of	Tennessee	Gov.	Ned	McWherter,	he	served	on	the	
State Tobacco Advisory Board. Mr. Douthat also served 
on the Greene County Soil Conservation Board from 
1981-2000. He was named Outstanding Conservation 
Farmer in 1969 and was presented the J.W. Massengill 
Award for Distinguished Service in Agriculture in 1993. 
Mr. Douthat served as chairman of the Old Knoxville 
Highway Water District for 40 years. He was a current 
member of the Greene County Industrial Development 
Board	and	had	served	on	the	Greene	County	Partner-
ship Economic Development Board. Mr. Douthat was a 
director emeritus of Greene County Bank and served on 
the Greene County Bank Agriculture Advisory Board. 
He was a founding member of the Laughlin Health Care 
Board	of	Trustees,	and	attained	emeritus	status.	Mr.	
Douthat served as a Greene County magistrate (com-
missioner) for 12 years. He was a member of Concord 
Baptist Church and the Warrensburg Masonic Lodge. 

Harris Cecil Porter ’54 of	Lenoir	City,	TN,	passed	away	
April	6,	2017,	following	a	long	illness.	Mr.	Porter	enjoyed	
a	successful	career	at	East	Tennessee	Natural	Gas	Com-
pany, where he was manager of Gas Control for almost 
40	years.	Mr.	Porter	was	a	member	of	St.	Mark	United	
Methodist Church in Knoxville. His hobbies included 
reading,	fishing,	sports	and	growing	azaleas.	His	survi-
vors include his wife of 62 years and Tusculum alumna 
Betty Chandley Porter ’58.

Jane Rankin Waddell ’55 of Leesburg, VA, passed 
away on May 12, 2017. Mrs. Waddell had several ties 
to Tusculum. She was the daughter of Dr. Raymond 
Rankin, who was president of Tusculum in the 1950s 
and 1960s. Katherine Hall is named for her mother and 
Rankin Hall was named for grandfather, longtime Tus-
culum professor Dr. Samuel Rankin. Mrs. Waddell had 
served as a magistrate in Fairfax and Loudoun counties 
in Virginia, as a stewardess for American Airlines, as a 
teacher at St. Edward’s Scholl and as manager of the 
Loudoun Racquet and Swim Club. She is the widow of 
former Virginia state Sen. Charlie Waddell and her son, 
Mark	Herring,	is	the	current	Virginia	attorney	general.	
Mrs.	Waddell	was	a	member	of	Leesburg	Presbyterian	
Church.

Gerald Stanley “Jerry” Williams ’57 of Radford, VA, 
passed away March 25, 2017. Mr. Williams was a retired 
police	officer	with	30	years	of	service	with	the	Radford	
City	Police	Department.	He	was	a	member	of	Fairlawn	
United Methodist Church.

Addison Stitt ’61	of	Howell	Township,	NJ,	passed	away	
February	21,	2017.	Mr.	Stitt	served	in	the	Army	Reserves.	
He was a Technical Sales Director and in sales for most 
of	his	career	with	Pamarco,	Passaic	Engraving	and	
retired	from	PanGraphics.	Mr.	Stitt	was	a	past	member	
of	First	Presbyterian	Church	of	Cranford.	He	was	known	
for	his	sense	of	humor,	his	love	of	cars,	Nascar	driver	
Jimmie Johnson and Frank Sinatra.
 
Hal ‘Buddy’ Pruitt ‘62	of	Midway,	TN,	passed	away	
June	7,	2017,	after	a	five-year	struggle	with	Alzheimer’s	
and	Parkinson’s	Disease.	Mr.	Pruitt	was	a	veteran	of	the	
U.S. Air Force. He served as an educator in the Greene 
County school system for 32 years. He taught and 
coached at St. James High School and South Greene 
High School, and was principal at Mosheim Elementary 
School.	Mr.	Pruitt	retired	as	principal	at	West	Greene	
High	School	after	serving	in	that	capacity	for	22	years.	
For several years, he worked as an auctioneer for 
Greene	County	Land	&	Auction	Company.	Mr.	Pruitt	
was an active member of Sinking Springs Lutheran 
Church, where he taught Sunday school, was a member 
of the choir and served on the church council. 

Alexander Harold Hunter ’63	of	Port	Orchard,	WA,	
passed	away	on	March	13,	2017.	Mr.	Hunter	was	a	Navy	
veteran, serving for 20 years in submarine service and 
earned	the	rank	of	chief	petty	officer.	He	was	retired	

from	Northrop	
Grumman.		After	
retirement he vol-
unteered at Sunny-
slope Elementary 
School	of	Port	
Orchard, as a tutor 
in the computer 
lab.  His survivors 
include sister and Tusculum alumna Mary Meier ’65.

James D. Williams ’65 of Dallas, GA, passed away on 
March 7, 2017. Mr. Williams had retired as assistant prin-
cipal of Atlantic High School in Florida. He and his wife, 
Judy Vaughan Williams ’65, had been living in Dallas 
for about two-and-a-half years, where she continues to 
live.

Jerry Lee Roberts ’67 of	Greeneville,	TN,	passed	away	
March 6, 2017.  Mr. Roberts was retired from General 
Telephone	Electronic	Data	Services	of	Tampa,	FL.	After	
retirement, Mr. Roberts returned to his hometown of 
Greeneville. He was a member of Hartman’s Chapel 
United Methodist Church, where he had held numerous 
offices	including	Sunday	school	class	teacher,	trustee	
and church treasurer. His survivors include his wife of 
almost 49 years, Linda Banks Roberts ’67 and sister-in-
law Barbara Banks Davenport ’64.

Michael Wallace ’68	of	Pittsford,	NY,	passed	away	on	
April 5, 2016. A veteran, Mr. Wallace served his country 
as a sergeant in the U.S. Air Force, where he was sta-
tioned in Dover, DE. Following his honorable discharge 
from	the	military,	he	relocated	to	Rochester,	NY,	and	
began his more than 30-year career with the Xerox 
Corporation.	After	his	retirement	from	Xerox,	Mr.	Wal-
lace	was	offered	the	opportunity	to	become	a	college	
professor, passing on business acumen to the young 
professionals enrolled in his business classes at Medaille 
College. He was an active lay leader and member of the 
United	Church	of	Pittsford	family.	Mr.	Wallace	volun-
teered	his	time	on	the	boards	of	several	local	non-profit	
organizations,	including	the	YMCA	and	Heritage	Chris-
tian Services. 

Claude Fulton Simpson Jr. ’70 of Roanoke, VA, passed 
away July 5, 2017.  His survivors include sister and Tus-
culum alumna, Ellen Simpson Deane ’78.



Donald LeRoy Mott, 83, passed away peacefully on 
July 17, 2016, with his beloved wife, Vivian, and several 
of their children and grandchildren by his side. Don was 
born	in	Kenmare,	North	Dakota,	the	first	son	of	Wallace	
E.	and	Alice	B.	Mott;	he	lived	his	early	life	in	Great	Falls,	
Montana. In 1951, he enlisted in the United States Air 
Force and in 1960 was commissioned as a navigator. His 
Air	Force	career	was	served	as	a	maintenance	officer	
and	disaster	preparedness	officer,	serving	two	tours	in	
Vietnam before retiring from the Air Force in 1971 as a 
Captain.	After	his	military	service	Don	completed	an	
instructional technology Degree at Tusculum, while 
working	as	a	planner	and	estimator	with	Martin	Marietta	
Nuclear	Facility	in	Oak	Ridge,	TN.	He	retired	from	the	
Air	Force	in	1971,	and	from	civil	service	soon	after.		He	
was	an	active	member	in	the	Greenville	Noon	Rotary	
Club. Don was also a 32nd degree mason and member 
of the Masonic Lodge A.F. & A.M. in Fort Walton Beach, 
FL.	He	was	a	member	of	St.	Paul’s	Episcopal	Church.

Sidney Courtney ’72 of Dover, DE, passed away March 
11, 2017. Mr. Courtney was a social worker for the State 
of Delaware Department of Health and Social Services. 
He	was	a	history	buff	who	enjoyed	posting	historical	
documents on Facebook. Beyond his fascination with 
history was his love of sports, including football and 
baseball;	he	even	umpired	little	league.	Mr.	Courtney	
also enjoyed photography, cruises with family and a 
good laugh. He had a wonderful sense of humor. He is 
survived by his wife of 46 years and Tusculum alumna 
Claudia (Strohmaier) Courtney ’73.

Mark R. Volker ’72, of Millsboro, Delaware, passed July 
20th 2017 at the age of 66. Mark, formerly of Har-
leysville	and	Norristown,	PA,	died	after	a	courageous	
battle	with	lung	cancer	at	Delaware	Hospice	Center	
surrounded by family. Mark graduated from Tusculum 
with a degree in sociology. Mark owned and operated 
West	End	Beer	Baron	in	West	Norriton	Pennsylvania,	for	
many years. He later managed 2 Sbarros restaurants and 
Nathans	Famous	in	King	of	Prussia	Pennsylvania.	He	
worked	for	Thermo-Fisher	Scientific	and	VWR	Interna-
tional as a stock room manager, on-site, at Glaxo Smith 
Kline up until his retirement in 2015. 

Susan Bitner-Kyger ’73	of	Greeneville,	TN,	passed	
away	May	18,	2017.		Mrs.	Bitner-Kyger	was	retired	after	
32 years of service as a social worker at Greene Valley 
Developmental Center. She was a veteran of the U.S. 
Air	Force,	serving	from	1968-71,	and	was	one	of	the	first	

female	air	traffic	controllers.	Mrs.	Bitner-Kyger	was	a	
member	of	Notre	Dame	Catholic	Church.	Her	survivors	
include two Tusculum alumni: her son, Ryan Bitner ’07 
and brother James Bitner ’69.

Arthur Jocher ’73 of Blythe, GA, passed away on 
December 12, 2016. Mr. Jocher was a licensed physical 
therapist and at one time was the director of physical 
therapy at Lakewood Hospital. He had a private prac-
tice on Long Beach Island with his former wife, Barbara 
Block. While practicing physical therapy in Sarasota, FL, 
before	moving	to	Georgia,	he	also	had	a	flight	school	
training helicopter pilots.  A veteran, Mr. Jocher served 
in Vietnam as a helicopter pilot with the rank of chief 
warrant	officer	and	was	awarded	the	Air	Medal	for	Meri-
torious Achievement from 1968-1970.

Dr. Ed Campbell ’75	of	Sparta,	NC,	passed	away	on	
Saturday, June 10, 2017. Dr. Campbell was president 
of his senior class at Tusculum. Dr. Campbell was a 
graduate of Bowman Gray School of Medicine at Wake 
Forest	University.	He	was	a	Navy	scholarship	student	
while	in	medical	school.	After	graduation,	he	served	in	
the	Navy’s	Medical	Corps	from	1981-	1988.	Dr.	Camp-
bell’s life was dedicated to medicine, his family and the 
Lord Jesus. From September 1988 through March 2017, 
Dr.	Campbell	served	people	in	Mooresville,	NC,	and	
surrounding	areas	as	a	family	physician	at	Lake	Norman	
Family Medicine. Memorials may be made to Tusculum‘s 
Science	Department,	P.O.	Box	5040,	Greeneville,	TN	
37743.

Cleo Laws Broyles ’79	of	Chuckey,	TN,	passed	away	
March 21, 2017. Mrs. Broyles was a retired teacher 
after	30	years	of	service	with	the	Washington	County	
Department	of	Education.	She	was	a	member	of	Phil-
adelphia	Cumberland	Presbyterian	Church,	where	she	
was	also	involved	with	the	Cumberland	Presbyterian	
Women.

Bobby Boles ’82	of	Greeneville	and	Bean	Station,	TN,	
passed March 30, 2017.  Mr. Boles sang with the Conti-
nental	Singers,	traveling	to	all	the	states,	Poland	and	the	
Czech Republic. In his later career, he worked as a stu-
dio musician and an art director. His survivors include 
his mother and Tusculum alumna Marma Lee Boles ’58.

Betty Smith Bigham ’89	of	Athens,	TN,	passed	away	
on February 20, 2017. Mrs. Bigham gave back to the 
community as a librarian, teacher and active leader of 

the Junior Beta Club at Mountain View Elementary 
School and McMinn Central High School for more than 
30	years.	She	was	an	active	member	of	St.	Paul	United	
Methodist Church in Etowah for more than 40 years. 

Armand Martin Hammer ’89	of	Mount	Juliet,	TN,	
passed away June 19, 2017. Mr. Hammer began his mil-
itary career as a private in the U.S. Marines and retired 
as a Major General in the U.S. Army.  For over 35 years, 
Major General Hammer served the country with integri-
ty, honor, pride and respect for his fellow man. He was 
a noted athlete, a superior marksman and a disciplined 
soldier, always searching for perfection and always 
responsive to the needs of his troops. His military career 
consisted of 10 years in the U.S. Marines, 22 years U.S. 
Army, and three years assigned to the Military Depart-
ment of Tennessee, for a total of 35 years. The Major 
General began his career as a private in the Marines, 
rose to the enlisted rank of gunnery sergeant, received a 
combat commission as a second lieutenant in Vietnam. 
He was awarded several decorations and commenda-
tions for service in Vietnam, while performing in every 
position	from	private	to	senior	non-commissioned	offi-
cer	(NCO)	to	commanding	general.	His	awards	include	
the	Navy	Cross,	Bronze	Star,	three	Purple	Hearts,	three	
Meritorious Service Medals, Air Medal, Army Commen-
dation,	Navy	Commendation,	Navy	Achievement	Med-
al, Army Achievement Medal, Combat Action Ribbon, 
Presidential	Unit	Citation,		Navy	Unit	Commendation,	
USMC	Good	Conduct	Medal,	National	Defense	Service	
Medal, Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal, Vietnam 
Service Medal, Republic of Vietnam Medal, Vietnam 
Cross Gallantry, Army Overseas Medal, Army Service 
Ribbon, and several medals and commendations award-
ed from the reserve components. 

Kelly Kirkland Townsend ‘89, age 55, of Knoxville, 
formerly of Lenoir City, passed away on April 25th at 
her	home,	after	a	courageous	2-year	battle	with	can-
cer. Kelly was a member of Central United Methodist 
Church in Lenoir City. She was a Realtor with Keller 
Williams. She is preceded in death by her mother, Joy 
Kirkland;	and	brother,	Jeff	Kirkland.	Kelly	is	survived	by	
husband, Russ Townsend; son, Jacob Townsend; father, 
Bill Kirkland; father-in-law and mother-in-law, Doug and 
Sandra Townsend; and incredibly special friends, Susan 
Brown, Eydie Cole, Kitzy Kubicki, Heather Rodgers, and 
Kevin	Diffley.		

James B. Cox ‘91, 74, of Bristol, Virginia, devoted 
father and husband, passed away on December 30, 
2016 at his residence in Bristol, Virginia. He was born in 
Bristol,	TN	on	May	8,	1942,	a	son	of	the	late	Matthew	
Butler and Chiquita Jackson Lewis Cox. In addition 
to his parents, he was preceded in death by siblings, 
Matthew	Butler	Cox,	Jr.	and	Jane	Cox	Chasteen;	and	
a	sister-in-law,	Kitty	Cox.	James	was	a	veteran,	having	
served in the United States Air Force. He was employed 
with Electrolux/Aerus for 33 years. He was a 36 year 
member of the Masonic Order and served as Worshipful 
Master	of	Shelby	Lodge	#126	in	1985.	He	was	also	Past	
Worthy	Patron	of	The	Eastern	Star,	Bristol	Chapter	#28.	
He	attended	Highlands	Fellowship	in	Bristol,	VA

James B. “Joe” Gaston ’91 of	Etowah,	TN,	passed	away	
on April 24, 2017. Mr. Gaston was a long-time em-
ployee of the McMinn County School System, serving 
as a classroom teacher, the system’s federal projects 
coordinator and as assistant director of schools. He also 
served on the McMinn County Commission for 12 years, 
from 1982-86 and 1994-2002.

Tever Louise Parton ’15 of	Sevierville,	TN,	passed	away	
on March 26, 2017.

TRUSTEES
Tom Ferguson, who served as a member of the Tus-
culum College Board of Trustees from 1997 through 
2014,	passed	away	July	15,	2017,	after	a	brief	illness.	
Mr. Ferguson was former president and chief execu-
tive	officer	of	the	Greene	County	Partnership.	He	was	
instrumental in the formation of the Greene County 
Partnership	after	moving	to	Greeneville	from	Miami,	FL,	
in	1992.	Hired	to	oversee	economic	development	efforts	
for the community at a time of skyrocketing unemploy-
ment, he quickly formed 
a team of community 
leaders that created the 
unique concept of com-
bining	local	non-profit	
organizations under one 
umbrella organization. 
Under the guidance of 
the team and Mr. Fer-
guson, the Chamber of 
Commerce, the Econom-
ic Development Board, 
the Tourism Department 



and Keep Greene Beautiful were combined to form the 
Partnership.	Mr.	Ferguson	led	the	Partnership	for	more	
than eight years before departing in 2001 to form his 
own	business,	Ferguson	Development	Network.	He	
later served for 22 months as interim president for the 
Regional Alliance for Economic Development, Tri-Cit-
ies	TN/VA,	an	organization	responsible	for	marketing	
a 10-county region including Greene County, before 
returning	to	the	Partnership	in	2010	where	he	remained	
as	the	president/CEO	until	2016.	He	was	affiliated	
with numerous local and state economic development 
organizations, having served on many of their boards 
through the years. Mr. Ferguson was a member of 
Greeneville	Cumberland	Presbyterian	Church.	Memorial	
gifts	may	be	made	to	Tusculum	College,	P.O.	Box	5040,	
Greeneville,	TN	37743.

Joseph John Vogt ‘53, retired founder and president of 
Vogt and Associates, a human resources management 
consulting	firm,	died	on	October	19,	2017.	He	was	a	
long time member of First United Methodist Church 
and most recently, Concord United Methodist Church. 
He	was	born	on	July	27,	1930	in	Kearny,	New	Jersey	to	
the late Viola Mae Vogt and John Frederick Vogt. Mr. 
Vogt graduated from Tusculum, Magna Cum Laude. 
He	received	a	commission	in	the	United	States	Navy	
upon	graduation	from	the	Officers	Candidate	School	
in	Newport,	Rhode	Island.	After	serving	at	sea	during	
the Korean War, he was honorably discharged as a 
Lieutenant,	USNR.	He	worked	in	the	field	of	Human	
Resources Management for Union Carbide Corporation 
for thirty years, including ten years in Oak Ridge at the 
K-25	Plant	and	the	National	Laboratory,	as	well	as	the	
University of Tennessee Medical Center for three years 
before	founding	his	own	consulting	firm.	He	served	four	
years	as	President	of	the	National	Alumni	Association	
of Tusculum, and has been a member of the Board of 
Trustees for over thirty years, most currently as a Life 
Trustee.	He	was	presented	with	the	Pioneer	Award	
by the Tusculum College Alumni Association, and the 
Sports Benefactor Award for outstanding service to 
the student-athlete program. Memorials may be made 
to the Athletic Scholarship Fund at Tusculum College, 
Greeneville, Tennessee 37743 or the Building Fund of 
Concord United Methodist Church, 11020 Roane Drive, 
Knoxville, Tennessee 37934. 

FRIENDS OF THE COLLEGE
Emily Ogburn Doak passed away June 11, 2017. Mrs. 
Doak was the wife of Samuel L. Doak ’49 H’14, a life 
trustee of Tusculum and a direct descendent of college 
founders, the Rev. Samuel Doak and the Rev. Samuel 
Witherspoon	Doak.	After	
moving to Greeneville, the 
Doaks lived across from 
campus and frequently 
attended	college	events	
such as plays, receptions, 
exhibits and athletic 
events. Mrs. Doak was a 
long-time volunteer for 
the Museums of Tusculum 
and served for a number 
of years as membership 
chairman for the An-
drew Johnson Heritage Association, which supports 
programs of the museums. Mrs. Doak was a veteran, 
having served as a lieutenant in the U.S. Marine Corps 
during the Korean War. She was a member of the Junior 
League	of	Norfolk-Virginia	Beach	and	the	Tuesday	Book	
Club.	She	was	the	recipient	of	the	DIANA	award	for	
her volunteer work in the community. Mrs. Doak worked 
with the American Cancer Society’s Road to Recovery 
and	the	Look	Good,	Feel	Better	programs	as	well	as	
Bosom Buddies. She and her husband were honored in 
2016 by the Greeneville Exchange Club with the Book 
of Golden Deeds Award that celebrates dedicated 
volunteers who give of their time and talents to make 
their	community	a	better	place	to	live.	Mrs.	Doak	was	an	
associate member of Calvary Moravian Church in Win-
ston-Salem	and	attended	the	Greeneville	Cumberland	
Presbyterian	Church	and	First	Presbyterian	Church	of	
Greeneville.	Memorial	gifts	may	be	made	to	the	Samuel	
Doak	Endowed	Scholarship	Fund	at	Tusculum,	P.O.	Box	
5040,	Greeneville,	TN	37743-5040.
 

FACULTY
Harold Keith Turpin, 83, died Aug. 27, 2017, at Sun-
set	Hospice	Cottage,	Worthington,	Minn.,	from	com-
plications of congestive heart failure. Keith earned a 
Bachelor of Music degree and a Master of Music degree 
from the American Conservatory of Music, Chicago, Ill. 
While serving two years in the U.S. Army and working 
at the 97th General Hospital in Frankfurt, Germany, he 
also was a bass soloist with a German-American choir at 
the	Plattenstrasse	Chapel.	
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