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ALAMEDA COUNTY FIRE DEPARTMENT  

 

Company Officer Reference Guide 

 

Station #19 

 

 

 

I. District Overview 

 

A. Areas of Responsibility 

¶ Cover Lawrence Berkeley Laboratory  (Commercial, Industrial, Research 

and office buildings) 

¶ Respond into the City of Berkeley on greater alarms 

¶ Respond to the eastern half of UC Berkeley and residential areas (auto aid) 

¶ Respond to UC student housing facilities 

¶ Respond to Grizzly Peak and Tilden Park (wild-land areas)  

Berkeley and Oakland MRA’s 

  

II. Response Information 

 

A. Target Hazards – Tactical Information. Be familiar with fire suppression systems 

and the evacuation / rescue challenges in each facility. (All LBL buildings have 

automatic sprinkler systems and some have standpipes) 

LBL 

¶ Building 6, Advance Light Source High Voltage areas 

¶ Building 70, Toxic Gas Labs 

¶ Building 77, Engineering and Fabrication with multiple chemicals 

¶ Building 85, Hazardous Materials Handling Facility  

Radioactive waste on first floor 

Mixed waste on second floor 

¶ Building 88, High Level Radiation area 

Check with main control room to confirm shutdown 

 

UC Berkeley 

 

¶ Memorial Stadium (located between Stadium Rim Way/ Piedmont Ave.) 

Location of Cal football games and other large events 

¶ Greek Theatre (Gayley Rd.) outside concert hall  

Concerts, commencement ceremonies and other events 

 

¶ Hospitals: 
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Alta Bates Hospital  (Ashby Ave.) 

 

B. High Volume Addresses 

 

¶ 2700 Hearst Ave. 

Foothill Student Housing (Hillside) 

Large UC dormitory-high student occupancy 

¶ 2700 Ridge Rd.  

Foothill Student Housing  (La Loma) 

Large UC dormitory- high student occupancy 

¶ 2299 Piedmont (The I House) 

Large UC dormitory and Cafe  

¶ 2600 Ridge Rd. 

COOP Student housing (nickname “Animal House”) 

Large multi residential building 

¶ Stadium Rim Way (Bowles Hall) 

Large UC Dormitory  

¶ UC Berkeley Buildings (Campus) 

Buildings are equipped with building keys and site maps located in Knox 

boxes (use BFD Knox key). Most of the UC buildings have automatic 

sprinkler systems and standpipes. 

 

 

C. Adaptive response information 

¶ General Information 

 

¶ Fire/EMS: 

3459 and Patrol 3482 respond tandem during wild land season. 

¶ Hazmat: 

3459 and Hazmat 3491 respond tandem. 

Note: Berkeley Fire has no daily minimum staffing requirement for their 

Hazmat team. 

¶ Fire Alarm/Auto Aid: 

Berkeley Fire provides a truck response on all alarm soundings. 

¶ Vegetation Fires: 

Station 19 has a wild-land/urban interface with several fire trails within the 

response area named for geographical location. 

  

D. Mutual Response Area's (MRAs) 

 

¶ Oakland- Grizzly Peak Blvd. And Centennial Dr. 

(a) Possible agencies responding: OFD, BFD, ACFD, 

EBRPD 

Berkeley- Respond anywhere in Berkeley if they have a multiple alarm or 

if they are low on apparatus due to calls. 

Tilden Park- Park operated by EBRPD: Response will come from EBRPD, 
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ACFD, BFD, OFD, Moraga Orinda Fire and CDF 

Panoramic Hill- Limited access: Very narrow streets with sharp bends, one 

way in, one way out. MRA staging area is at Stadium Rim Way and 

Panoramic Way. ACFD 3482 may respond into this area using the Lower 

Jordan Trail (dirt trail) off Centennial Dr., (sign post #7). 

Additional responding agencies include BFD, OFD, EBRPD 

 

E. Freeway Response Information 

¶ No freeway responses 

 

F. Main Street arteries 

 

LBL 

 

¶ Cyclotron Rd. 

¶ Lawrence Rd. 

¶ McMillan Rd. 

¶ Centennial Dr. 

 

Berkeley City 

 

¶ Bancroft Way (one way traffic east to west) 

¶ Centennial dr. 

¶ College Ave. 

¶ Durant Ave. (one way west to east) 

¶ Euclid Ave  

¶ Gayley Rd. 

¶ Grizzly Peak Blvd. 

¶ Hearst Ave. 

¶ Piedmont Ave. 

¶ Shattuck Ave. 

¶ Telegraph Ave. (one way south to north) 

¶ University Ave. 

 

 

G. Auto Aid Information 

 

¶ City of Berkeley 

Station 19 has an automatic aid district within the Berkeley City limit for 

all types of emergency responses. 

Response District- Single Engine or Engine/Truck: 

North to Cedar 

South to Bancroft 

East into Tilden Park (Inspiration point/Orinda) 

West to Telegraph/Euclid  
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Note: Fire alarms within station 19’s district receive a BFD truck on all 

responses. 

 

Fire alarm assignments may include responses up to the following: 

North to Marin 

South to Ashby 

East to Tilden Park 

West to Shattuck 

 

Radio Procedures 

 

BFD operates on 5 VHF channels. 

 Primary channel is BFD-1 

 -Channel #1 Dispatch/Operating Channel 

 -Channel #2 Secondary Dispatch/Operating Channel 

 -Channel #3 Plectron channel only 

 -Channel #4 Tactical Operations 

 -Channel #5 Tactical Operations  

Channels #1 and #2 are repeated channels 

Channels #3, #4 and #5 are non-repeated channels 

 

All incidents (EMS, Hazmat, Alarm Soundings, single engine responses) 

operate on BFD #1. 

 

All First Alarm assignments and greater operate on a tactical channel, 

normally BFD #4. 

 

Surrounding Berkeley Fire Stations: 

 

Station 2-Berkeley Way @ Shattuck  Ave. 

Station 3-Russell St. @ College Ave. 

Station 7-Shasta Rd. @ Queens Rd. 

 

Other information: 

  

UC Fire trails use a Best key marked “OMS” green band. 

UC Berkeley Campus has several bollards that need to be removed for 

F.D. access (UCPD often has remove the bollards prior to our arrival). 

Blue top:  Electronic Key (Blue stripe) 

Yellow top: OMS key (Green color) 

Green top: OMS key (Green color) 

 

Note: The BFD Knox key is utilized on all UC buildings.  

 

¶ Know OAGs 37.000-37.002, response to Mutual Aid in and out of county 

¶ Know Hazmat response OAG 34.002 
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¶ ______ is one of three South Zone county mutual aid engines 

¶ Mutual Aid response to Oakland, ask for a patch on 800 MHz from ALCO 

If unable to obtain, utilize VHF white channel one 

 

III. Apparatus and equipment information 

 

General Information: 

A. Specific Information 

¶ Engine 3459 (#180) 

2000 Spartan/Hi-Tech 1250 GPM Pumper 

High side rescue compartments, hydraulic ladder rack, Holmatro rescue 

tool, air bags, transmission brake retarder, Magellan GPS. 

 

¶ Patrol 3482 (#___) 

Details  

 

¶ Hazmat 3491(#381) 

1996 Ultimaster panel van (Bread Truck) 

Primary Hazmat unit in station 19’s response area 

Entry/Decon equipment, Monitoring/Testing, Plug and Patch, IR 

 

¶ Reserve #19 (#181) 

1989 Pierce, Ford 8000 1250 GPM Pumper 

Stokes basket with 600’ of rope for low angle rescue, Thelma Electronic 

Brake Retarder, SCBA’s located on drivers side high-side compartments.  

 

IV. Special Resources in District 

 

A. LBL 

a) Fire Alarm Electrician on call 24 Hrs. 

b) Building Maintenance crews work 24 Hrs. 

c) Heavy Lifting Cranes and Riggers on site 

d) EH&S crews available for response 24 Hrs. 

e) Radiation Specialist available for response 24 Hrs. 

f) Anthrax testing facility available for response 24 Hrs. 

g) Three 200,000 gallon above ground water storage tanks 

-Building 68 McMillan Rd. 

-Building 82 Chamberlain Rd. 

-Above Building 85 on Calvin Rd. 

  Tanks are equipped with 4 ½” steamer connections 

h) LBL has independent water hydraulic system with average pressures of 

     140 psi. 

i) 1000 Gallon diesel fuel truck available 24 Hrs. from LBL maintenance 

       Dept. (keys located in Captains office). 
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B. City of Berkeley 

 

Berkeley Ace Hardware 

C. University Ave and Walnut  

 

 

V. Station Information   

 

Station 19 is located at 48 Lawrence Rd.  

Station 19 utilizes the upstairs of the two-story building. 

Apparatus bay is located in an adjoining building at 45 Lawrence Rd. 

Apparatus Room consists of 5 bays, single depth, housing 3459, 3482, 3491, and R-19. 

Apparatus fueling is done at Building 76 on McMillan Rd. 

Station 19 has an auxiliary generator located near Bldg. 36 that is tested and maintained 

by LBL maintenance. 

Refer to non-emergency checklist 

 


