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Activity Instructions: 

• Display or distribute copies of the primary sources for students to analyze (small groups 

can share the documents, copies of the documents can be posted around the room, etc.) 

• Using the primary sources, students should complete the graphic organizer citing reasons 

why people in 1945 may have supported or opposed the dropping of the atomic bomb on 

Japan to end World War II. 

Primary Sources 

1. “Son of Eve” political cartoon: https://teva.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/

p15138coll18/id/303 

2. “Letter to Guy Smith, editor of The Knoxville Journal, from Major General Leslie R. 

Groves”: https://teva.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15138coll18/id/302 

3. “Photograph of the atom bomb burst at Bikini Atoll- DA-PEM-3-55-8”: https://

teva.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15138coll18/id/2426 

4. “Atomic Super-Bomb, Made at Oak Ridge, Strikes Japan” article: https://

teva.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15138coll18/id/432 

5. “No Japan” political cartoon: https://teva.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/

p15138coll18/id/428 

6. “Tremendous Power Unleashed” article: https://teva.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/

collection/p15138coll18/id/429 

Materials 

• Graphic organizer  

• Primary sources 

Title:  The Atomic Bomb: For and Against  

 

Creator: Educator in Tennessee 

Standards  

US.56: Describe the Manhattan Project and 

explain the rationale for using the atomic bomb 

to end the war.  
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What are some reasons people 

might have supported using the 

atomic bomb to end World War II? 

(Cite three examples) 

What are some reasons people 

might have opposed using the 

atomic bomb to end World War II? 

(Cite three examples) 
  

The Atomic Bomb: For and Against 

https://sos.tn.gov/tsla/education/
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“Son of Eve” political cartoon:  

Located in the Knoxville News-Sentinel, August 8, 1945, page 6 

https://sos.tn.gov/tsla/education/
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“Letter to Guy Smith, editor of The Knoxville Journal, from Major General Leslie R. Groves”: 

Located in the Knoxville Journal, August 12, 1945  

https://sos.tn.gov/tsla/education/
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“Photograph of the atom bomb burst at Bikini Atoll- DA-PEM-3-55-8”:  

Located in the William Ewing Beard Papers, 1477-1950 

Note on back of photograph:  

IT FLIES THROUGH THE AIR WITH THE GREATEST OF HEAT — The atom bomb burst, in its test of the 

fleet. Looking for all the world like a giant cauliflower head suspended to an ever-stretching neck, 

Bikini’s billowing cloud of smoke and flame was caught in its various stages of formation by a Navy 

patrol bomber flying just beyond the range of the deadly explosion. These pictures were taken within 

several minutes of the detonation and represent the first series of aerial views to be flown to the 

United States for publication.  

https://sos.tn.gov/tsla/education/
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“No Japan” political cartoon:  

Located in The Commercial Appeal, August 7, 1945, page 6 

https://sos.tn.gov/tsla/education/
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“Tremendous Power Unleashed” article: 

Located in The Commercial Appeal, August 7, 1945, page 6 

https://sos.tn.gov/tsla/education/

