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Activity Instructions: 

• To complete this activity, students will need to have already learned about some of the 

social, political, and economic changes of the 1920s. 

• Display or distribute copies of the primary sources for students to analyze (small groups 

can share the documents, copies of the documents can be posted around the room, etc.) 

• Using the primary sources, students should complete the graphic organizer analyzing the 

changes in women’s fashion during the 1920s to the flapper style.  

Primary Sources 

1. “American costume, 1914-1934” sketches, page 47: https://

cdm15138.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15138coll18/id/758/rec/1 

2. “American costume, 1914-1934” sketches, page 48: https://

cdm15138.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15138coll18/id/760/rec/1 

3. “American costume, 1914-1934” sketches, page 49: https://

cdm15138.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15138coll18/id/759/rec/1 

4. “Photograph of an American girl, Pauline Kay”: https://cdm15138.contentdm.oclc.org/

digital/collection/p15138coll29/id/1831/rec/2 

5. Advertisement for Armstrong’s Clothing Store, The Nashville Tennessean, August 29, 

1926, page 18: instructions to access on the next page 

Materials: 

• Primary sources 

• Graphic Organizer 

Title:  Innovation in 1920s Women’s Fashion 

 

Creator: Educator in Nashville 

Standards: 

US.34: Describe changes in the social and eco-

nomic status of women during this era, includ-

ing:  flappers, birth control, clerical and office 

jobs, and the rise of women’s colleges.  

https://sos.tn.gov/tsla/education/
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Instructions for accessing the Nashville Tennessean online (Tennessee residents only): 

1. Visit the Tennessee Electronic Library at tntel.info 

2. Click on the red box labeled “Genealogy” 

3. Scroll down and select “The Tennessean (1812-2009)”  

4. Click on the blue “Use This Resource” button 

5. Select “Advanced Search,” located just under the title ProQuest Historical Newspapers: 

The Nashville Tennessean 

6. In the drop-down menu next to “Publication date,” select the option “On this date…” 

7. Input the month, day, and year specified in the primary source list above and click the 

green “Search” button 

8. Select the link listing the date and page number specified in the primary source list [Ex. 

August 29, 1926 (Page 18 of 54)] 

https://sos.tn.gov/tsla/education/
https://tntel.info/
https://tntel.info/resource-search?text=&field_resource_category_1=34&tag=All&vendor=All
https://tntel.info/resource/tennessean-1812-2009
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According to the primary sources, what styles and articles of clothing were fashionable for 

women in the 1920s?  

How were these new trends similar to the 

decades prior?  

How were these new trends different from the 

decades prior?  

In 3-5 sentences, explain why you think these changes in style may have occurred. (Think 

about the social, political, and economic changes taking place throughout the early decades 

of the 20th century.) 

Innovations in 1920s Women’s Fashion 

https://sos.tn.gov/tsla/education/


 

 

“A
m

er
ic

an
 c

o
st

u
m

e,
 1

9
1

4
-1

9
3

4
”p

ag
e 

1
:  

Lo
ca

te
d

 in
 C

h
ar

lo
tt

e 
C

o
le

m
an

 B
u

rt
 F

am
ily

 P
ap

er
s 

at
 t

h
e 

Te
n

n
es

se
e 

St
at

e 
Li

b
ra

ry
 &

 A
rc

h
iv

es
. 



 

 

“A
m

er
ic

an
 c

o
st

u
m

e,
 1

9
1

4
-1

9
3

4
”p

ag
e 

3
:  

Lo
ca

te
d

 in
 C

h
ar

lo
tt

e 
C

o
le

m
an

 B
u

rt
 F

am
ily

 P
ap

er
s 

at
 t

h
e 

Te
n

n
es

se
e 

St
at

e 
Li

b
ra

ry
 &

 A
rc

h
iv

es
. 



 

 

“A
m

er
ic

an
 c

o
st

u
m

e,
 1

9
1

4
-1

9
3

4
”p

ag
e 

2
:  

Lo
ca

te
d

 in
 t

h
e 

C
h

ar
lo

tt
e 

C
o

le
m

an
 B

u
rt

 F
am

ily
 P

ap
er

s 
at

 t
h

e 
Te

n
n

es
se

e 
St

at
e 

Li
b

ra
ry

 &
 A

rc
h

iv
e

s.
 



 

Tennessee State Library and Archives, Education Outreach Program                                                     https://sos.tn.gov/tsla/education/ 

“Photograph of an American girl, Pauline Kay”:  

Located in the Over Here, Over There Collection 

https://sos.tn.gov/tsla/education/
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Advertisement for Armstrong’s Clothing Store: 

Located in The Nashville Tennessean, August 29, 1926, page 18 

https://sos.tn.gov/tsla/education/

