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Primary Sources 

1. “Telegram to Governor Tom C. Rye from John E. McMillan, Mayor of Knoxville”: https://

cdm15138.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15138coll18/id/1977/rec/1 

2. “Boys and Girls! You can help your Uncle Sam win the War” poster: https://

cdm15138.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15138coll18/id/1951/rec/6 

3. “Help him win by Saving and Serving” poster: https://cdm15138.contentdm.oclc.org/

digital/collection/p15138coll18/id/1953/rec/5 

4. “Follow the Pied Piper” poster: https://cdm15138.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/

collection/p15138coll18/id/1956/rec/9 

Materials 

• Primary Sources 

• Graphic organizer 

Title:  Children Supporting the War Effort 

 

Creator: Staff at Tennessee State Library & Archives 

Standard:  

US.26: Analyze the political, economic, and 

social ramifications of World War I on the home 

front, including: role played by women and 

minorities, voluntary rationing, Committee on 

Public Information, opposition by conscientious 

objectors, Schenck v. United States decision 

Activity Instructions: 

• Display or distribute copies of the primary sources for students to analyze (small groups 

can share the documents, copies of the documents can be posted around the room, etc.) 

• Using the primary sources, students should complete the graphic organizer focusing on the 

who, what, where, why, and how related to children supporting the war effort on the 

home front during World War I.  

• As an extension, have the students discuss with the class their answers to the final 

question: How do you think supporting the war effort effected children on the home front? 
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Who is being asked to support the 

war effort? 

 

What are they being asked to do 

to support the war effort? 

 

Where are they being asked to 

support the war effort? 

 

Why do you think this group of 

people was asked to support the 

war effort? 

 

How do you think this support 

impacted the war effort? How do 

you think it may have impacted/

affected the group of people 

providing the support? 

 

Using the primary sources provided, answer the following questions: 
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“Boys and Girls! You can help your Uncle Sam win the War” poster:  

Located in the World War I and World War II Poster Collection 
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“Help him win by Saving and Serving” poster:  

Located in the World War I and World War II Poster Collection 
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“Follow the Pied Piper” poster:  

Located in the World War I and World War II Poster Collection 
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