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Activity Instructions: 

• Print and distribute the primary source. A true transcription and adapted transcription 

have been provided, either may be used for this activity. 

• Distribute the graphic organizer. 

• After students have read the excerpt, they can answer the questions on the graphic 

organizer.  

Primary Sources 

1. “Address of the Editor” from The Emancipator, Volume 1, April 30, 1820: https://

teva.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15138coll18/id/3574/rec/2 

• Two versions of this primary source have been provided at the end of this 

document: a true, exact transcription of the excerpt from the article, and an 

adapted transcription that standardizes spelling and grammar, as well as 

simplifying the language used. Use either version at your discretion.  

Materials: 

• Primary source 

• Graphic organizer 

 

 

 

Title:  Abolitionist Elihu Embree 

 

Creator: Educator in Johnson City 

Standards: 

8.43: Analyze the significance of leading 

abolitionists, including William Lloyd Garrison, 

Frederick Douglass, Elihu Embree, and Harriet 

Tubman, and the methods they used to spread 

the movement. 

https://sos.tn.gov/tsla/education/
https://teva.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15138coll18/id/3574/rec/2
https://teva.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15138coll18/id/3574/rec/2


 

Tennessee State Library and Archives, Education Outreach Program                                                     https://sos.tn.gov/tsla/education/ 

Who?  

Who is the editor of 

this paper?  

 

What?  

What is the editor’s 

main goal in publishing 

this paper?  

 

When?  

When was this paper 

first published?  

 

Where?  

Where was the paper 

published?  

 

Why?  

Why are the paper and 

its editor important?  

 

Answer the questions below with complete sentences.  

https://sos.tn.gov/tsla/education/
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“The Emancipator” 

 Located in Tennessee State Library and Archives.  

https://sos.tn.gov/tsla/education/
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“The Emancipator” 

Located in Tennessee State Library and Archives.  

https://sos.tn.gov/tsla/education/
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THE EMANCIPATOR 

JONESBOROUGH, APRIL 30, 1820 

The Emancipator will be published monthly in Jonesborough, Ten. by ELIHU EMBREE, 

on a fine superroyal sheet of paper. . . 

 

This paper is especially designed by the editor to advocate the abolition of slavery, 

and to be a repository of tracts on that interesting and important subject. It will 

contain all the necessary information that the editor can obtain of the progress of 

the abolition of the slavery of the descendants of Africa; together with a concise 

history of their introduction into slavery, collected from the best authorities. . .  

 

Altho the editor is far from being a man of leisure as any in his acquaintance and not 

the owner of the office where this paper will be printed, and therefore shall have to 

hire the printing of it; and altho he has spent several thousand dollars already in 

some small degree abolishing, and in endeavoring to facilitate the general abolition 

of Slavery– yet he feels not satisfied without still continuing to throw in his mite, 

hoping that if the weight of it should not at present be felt, that when the scale 

comes nearly to a preponderancy, it will more sensibly be perceived, and in some 

small degree hasten an even balance of equal rights to the now neglected sons of 

Africa-  

 

And as it will be at considerable trouble and expence that this work will be 

published, agreeably to the editor’s intentions, it is hoped that none who have any 

love for African liberty, will think hard of paying $1 annually to the support of the 

only paper of its kind in the United States. . .  

Transcription of excerpts of “The Emancipator”:                                                                         

Located in Tennessee State Library and Archives.  

https://sos.tn.gov/tsla/education/
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THE EMANCIPATOR 

JONESBOROUGH, APRIL 30, 1820 

The Emancipator will be published monthly in Jonesborough, Tennessee by Elihu 

Embree, on a fine, super royal-sized paper. . . 

 

This paper is especially designed by the editor to advocate for the abolition of 

slavery, and to be a collection of tracts on that interesting and important subject. It 

will contain all the necessary information that the editor can obtain of the progress 

of the abolition of the slavery of the descendants of Africa; together with a concise 

history of their introduction into slavery, collected from the best authorities on the 

subject. . .  

 

Although the editor is far from being a rich man and is not the owner of the office 

where this paper will be printed, he therefore will have to pay for the printing of the 

paper; and although he has spent several thousand dollars already in some small 

degree abolishing, and in endeavoring to facilitate the general abolition of slavery– 

he does not feel satisfied unless he continues to do what he can, hoping that if the 

weight of it should not at present be felt, that when the scale comes nearly to a 

greater importance, it will more sensibly be perceived, and in some small degree 

hasten an even balance of equal rights to the now neglected sons of Africa-  

 

And as it will be at considerable trouble and expense that this work will be 

published, agreeably to the editor’s intentions, it is hoped that no one who has any 

love for African liberty will think it difficult to pay $1 annually to the support of the 

only paper of its kind in the United States. . .  

Adapted transcription of excerpts of “The Emancipator”:                                                 

Located in Tennessee State Library and Archives.  

https://sos.tn.gov/tsla/education/

