
Christ has done for us—putting on all that Father-God 
has supplied for us In Him. And most importantly, as Paul 
concludes, let us “pray at all times in the Spirit, with every 
prayer and petition, being alert with all perseverance and 
requests for all the saints.” [Stacy]

George Kuykendall’s Graduation
We were all saddened by the recent “graduation” of our 

dear brother and friend George 
into the Lord’s presence. 
George had served faithfully 
on the board of TSF for 
almost 20 years. He was a 
true “shepherd warrior” who 
fought for those who could 
not fight for themselves. He 
was a fiercely loyal friend, a 

brother of tenacious responsibility, a man of unquestionable 
character, and a saint of simple faith. George made such an 

Greetings to you all in the glorious name of Jesus! I hope 
this letter finds you all doing well, giving thanks in all 

things, as we set our hope on our Savior and King Jesus.
As I am finishing up our study of Ephesians this year, I 

have been thinking about Paul’s final instructions:
“Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his 
might. Put on the whole armor of God, that you may 
be able to stand against the schemes of the devil. For 
we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against 
the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic 
powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual 
forces of evil in the heavenly places” (Ephesians 6:9–12).

I think most of us are keenly aware that we are in a 
spiritual struggle. It is not a struggle against “flesh and blood” 
but against the “spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places.” 
Paul uses that phrase “in the heavenly places” throughout 
Ephesians (1:3, 1:20, 2:6, 3:10, and 6:12). I don’t know if 
you have ever thought of this, but “the heavenly places” are 
the source of both our blessing and our struggle!!!

Paul begins this letter by telling us that “In Christ” we 
have been blessed in the heavenly places (1:3) and also raised 
up from the dead and seated with Christ in the heavenly 
places. We are in a spiritual struggle with the forces of evil in 
the heavenly places because we have been raised up In Christ, 
with Christ to the heavenly places!!! I have never thought 
about that connection before. 

How do we engage this battle then? It is important to 
note that we are simply instructed to do all that is necessary 
to stand firm (see Ephesians 6:11, 13). Christ Himself has 
already won a decisive victory over this “spiritual forces of 
evil,” stripping and shaming them by means of the Cross (see 
Colossians 2:15). The Devil’s goal is to steal the power that 
we have in Christ, kill the hope that we have in Him, and 
destroy our joy that comes from knowing we are Father-
God’s beloved children, chosen out of His immeasurable 
love for us. 

So, in these evil days, let’s let our thoughts, emotions and 
desires be shaped by the assurance that comes from what 
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If you read this newsletter, would you help us and 
give us a call to let us know. We want to keep in touch 
with each and every one of you, but it is also fairly costly 
to send out a printed newsletter. We want to make sure 
that this newsletter is going out to all of you who want 
to receive and read it. We have several means of keeping 
in touch on-line: a pdf of this newsletter, email news & 
prayers, and our FaceBook page (www.facebook.com/
TruthSeekersFellowship). It is easier to keep in touch 
through those media. However, if you are not plugged 
in on-line, please let us know that you want to keep 
receiving this print Newsletter. If you are connecting 
with us online, we would like to hear from you as well so 
that we will have the knowledge to make wise decisions 
(901-685-3385). Thanks to each and everyone of you 
who stay connected with us! 



impact in our city and in the personal lives of so many. I will 
miss George greatly until we are all together in the Lord’s 
presence. I am so thankful for the time that I had with this 
faithful brother who was our biggest “fan.” [ST]

TSF Monthly Lunch 
At the end of last year, we did a test run for a regular 
fellowship lunch as a means of giving people a “taste” of 
what we are pursuing at TSF. We are planning to have these 
lunches on the first Thursday of the month throughout 
the rest of the year (our next will be on May 5th). We are 
getting together at the Jason’s Deli at Highland (3473 Poplar 
Ave) from 11:30 till 12:30. We eat together, present a short 
message, and fellowship together. Come join us and bring 
a friend as well. 

Summer Study: Church History Part II
This summer, we will be partnering with First Evan again 
to do a Summer Bible Study. This study will be a follow up 
to last year’s Church History series and I will be teaching 
on how we got all of the different denominations. We will 
be looking at the doctrines and ideas that have divided 
us (Calvinsim vs. Arminianism, Covenant Theology vs. 
Dispensational, Traditional vs. Contemporary) and consider 
how all of this fits into the Lord’s larger plans. This will be 
a 6-week study beginning Sunday Night, July 24 at 6PM 
in the Fellowship Hall at First Evan. Hope you can join us.

The Secret Place of Prayer

There is a secret place of spiritual growth. Jesus reveals 
this in Matthew 6:6 when he says, 

“But whenever you pray, go into your room, close the 
door, and pray to your Father in secret. And your Father, 
who sees in secret, will reward you.”

In this exhortation Jesus is reminding His disciples that 
the key to spiritual growth comes from close personal 
communion with God in a secret place. For those who 
draw near to God in a secret place of prayer, Jesus promises 
that they will be rewarded. 

I believe James describes this reward in James 4:8, “Draw 
near to God and He will draw near to you…” We live in 
an age of chaos, busyness, and noise. Everything about 
our culture is opposed to solitude and quiet and restful 
environments. This makes the discipline of personal prayer 
in a secret place all the more important. We never want our 
chaos, the busyness of life, the noisiness of the world to 

drown out the most important relationship in our lives. 
There is no substitute for time spent alone with God. 

We see this clearly in Christ’s own earthly ministry. He 
devoted Himself to time alone with His Heavenly Father. 
He would escape the crowds, He would rise early, He would 
stay up throughout the night, for one purpose: to commune 
and connect with his Heavenly Father in prayer. Now if the 
sinless Son of God found it necessary to frequently escape 
to a secret place and pray in private, how much more should 
struggling sinners like you and I make it a priority?

God the Father has given us redemption so that we might 
be able to have access to Him as sons and daughters. Christ 
the Son died so that we may “boldly approach the throne 
of grace” through prayer. The Holy Spirit works within us 
to give expression to our deepest needs and desires when 
we cannot give them voice. Are you taking advantage of this 
grace that has been extended to you? Are you enjoying the 
riches of The Father’s presence in prayer? Are you crying 
out to seek His face, to know Him more? My hope is that 
through frequently dedicating yourself to prayer in a secret 
place, you may grow in the knowledge and grace of our 
Lord. There is no task more rewarding and there is no 
place more powerful than the secret place of prayer. [Seth]

Please Pray for Us as We Pray for You
As we close this short update out, could I ask you to pray 
for us in the days ahead? As I shared in our last newsletter, 
this year we have a lot of decisions to make about the future 
of the ministry and we are trusting in the Lord’s provision. 
Would you please join us in praying for the following:

• For wisdom to be pleasing to the Lord in all things, 
• For the financial resources we need this year to 

keep the ministry moving forward, 
• For new opportunities for ministry—new 

students, new areas of outreach.
I constantly give thanks for you all—our students and 

supporters—who have been, and continue to be such a 
vital part of TSF. I pray that,

“…according to the riches of [The Father’s] glory He 
may grant you to be strengthened with power through 
His Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell 
in your hearts through faith—that you, being rooted 
and grounded in love, may have strength to comprehend 
with all the saints what is the breadth and length and 
height and depth, and to know the love of Christ 
that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with 
all the fullness of God” (Ephesians 3:16-19).   [ST]


