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Introduction

Paul’s Takes the Gospel to Th essalonica.1 

Acts 17:1-15 Aft er they (Paul, Silas, Timothy and Luke) traveled 
through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to Th essalonica, where 
there was a Jewish synagogue. 17:2 Paul went to the Jews in the syna-
gogue, as he customarily did, and on three Sabbath days he addressed 
them from the scriptures, 17:3 explaining and demonstrating that the 
Christ had to suff er and to rise from the dead, saying, “Th is Jesus I am 
proclaiming to you is the Christ.” 17:4 Some of them were persuaded 
and joined Paul and Silas, along with a large group of God-fearing Greeks 
and quite a few prominent women. 17:5 But the Jews became jealous, 
and gathering together some worthless men from the rabble in the mar-
ketplace, they formed a mob and set the city in an uproar. Th ey att acked 
Jason’s house, trying to fi nd Paul and Silas to bring them out to the assem-
bly. 17:6 When they did not fi nd them, they dragged Jason and some of 
the brothers before the city offi  cials, screaming, “Th ese people who have 
stirred up trouble throughout the world have come here too, 17:7 and 
Jason has welcomed them as guests! Th ey are all acting against Caesar’s 
decrees, saying there is another king named Jesus!” 17:8 Th ey caused con-
fusion among the crowd and the city offi  cials who heard these things. 17:9 
Aft er the city offi  cials had received bail from Jason and the others, they 
released them.

17:10  Th e brothers sent Paul and Silas off  to Berea at once, during the 
night. When they arrived, they went to the Jewish synagogue. 17:11 Th ese 
Jews were more open-minded than those in Th essalonica, for they eagerly 
received the message, examining the scriptures carefully every day to see 
if these things were so. 17:12 Th erefore many of them believed, along 
with quite a few prominent Greek women and men. 17:13 But when the 
Jews from Th essalonica heard that Paul had also proclaimed the word of 
God in Berea, they came there too, inciting and disturbing the crowds. 
17:14 Th en the brothers sent Paul away to the coast at once, but Silas and 
Timothy remained in Berea. 17:15 Th ose who accompanied Paul escorted 
him as far as Athens, and aft er receiving an order for Silas and Timothy to 
come to him as soon as possible, they left .
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Where is Th essalonica?2 
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Th e Chronology of Paul’s Life3 

All dates are approximate

5 Saul is born in Tarsus in Cilicia
10 Saul’s family moves to Jerusalem, while Saul is quite young.
15-20 Saul begins his studies in Jerusalem with Rabbi Gamaliel
30 Jesus crucifi xion, resurrection and ascension
31-33 Saul persecutes the church
33 Saul is converted on the Road to Damascus
34-37 Saul in Damascus and Arabia
37 Saul’s fi rst visit as a Christian to Jerusalem
37-46 Saul preaches in his home region (silent years)
46 Barnabas fi nds Paul in Tarsus and brings him to Antioch
46-48 The First Missionary Journey 

with Barnabas (Acts 13-14)
48-49 Galatians 
49 Return to Antioch. Th e Antioch “incident” (Gal 2:11-14) 

Claudius expels Jews from Rome
Th e Jerusalem Council (Acts 15)

50-52 The Second Missionary Journey
with Silas in Asia Minor, Macedonia and Greece. 
Luke and Timothy join the eff ort (Acts 15:40-18:23) 
Paul is in Corinth where he writes 1&2 Th essalonians

51 Th e Gallio Incident (Acts 18:12-18)
52 Paul returns to Antioch aft er a brief visit to Jerusalem (Acts 18:22)
fall 53 ? the lost fi rst lett er to the Corinthians
53-56 The Third Missionary Journey. 

Paul stays for an extended period in Ephesus.
? 1&2 Corinthians

57-58 Romans
57 Arrested in Spring in Jerusalem
57-59 Jailed in Caesarea; writes Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, Philemon
59 Transferred to Rome by appeal to Caesar
60-62 Arrives in Rome and on house arrest
62 Released from house arrest and travels east, maybe west...
64-65 Re-arrest under Nero (aft er the fi re of 64)
65-68 Imprisoned in Mamertine Prison; 1&2 Timothy, Titus
? 68 Paul is executed in Rome
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1Th essalonians 

Greetings - Prescript1 

1:1 From Paul and Silvanus and Timothy, to the church of the Th essalonians 

in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Grace and peace to you!

Introduction: 2 

Paul gives thanks as He remembers.

1:2 We thank God always for all of you as we mention you constantly in our 

prayers, 1:3 because we recall in the presence of our God and Father your 

work of faith and labor of love and endurance of hope in our Lord Jesus 

Christ. 

How often does Paul remember this community in his prayers? Why ?1   
does he do this?

What three specifi c reasons does Paul give for giving thanks for this ?2   
community of believers?

What common pattern of ideas do you see here??3   

Narration: Retelling the Story (1:4-3:10)3 

It is certain that God has chosen the Th essalonians because 3.1 

the Gospel has come to them with power.

1:4 We know, brothers and sisters loved by God, that he has chosen you, 1:5 

in that our gospel did not come to you merely in words, but in power and 

in the Holy Spirit and with deep conviction (surely you recall the charac-

ter we displayed when we came among you to help you).

How does Paul describe the community fi rst in these verses? ?4   
Why is this signifi cant in this context?
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How is Paul certain that this community of believers has been ?5   
chosen by God? In what three ways was the reception of the Gospel 
confi rmed among this community?

Th e Th essalonians became imitators of the Apostles and of 3.2 

the Lord so that the Message has echoed forth from them.

1:6 And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, when you received the 

Message with joy that comes from the Holy Spirit, despite great affl  iction. 

1:7 As a result you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia 

and in Achaia. 1:8 For from you the Message of the Lord has echoed forth 

not just in Macedonia and Achaia, but in every place reports of your faith 

in God have spread, so that we do not need to say anything. 1:9 For people 

everywhere report how you welcomed us and how you turned to God 

from idols to serve the living and true God 1:10 and to wait for his Son 

from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, Jesus our deliverer from the 

coming wrath.

Whom did the Thessalonians imitate? What is interesting about the ?6   
order of those mentioned?

How did the Thessalonians receive the Message? ?7   

What was the result of their imitating and receiving according to verse ?8   
7?

What did the Thessalonians “do” with the Message they had received? ?9   
(fi rst part of verse 8)

How is the Thessalonians reception of the Gospel described in verses ?10   
9 and 10? What three actions are mentioned?

How is Jesus described in verse 10? What is the signifi cance of these ?11   
truths?
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Paul and the others declared the Gospel purely in order to 3.3 

please God.

2:1  For you yourselves know, brothers and sisters, about our coming to you—

it has not proven to be purposeless. 2:2 But although we suff ered earlier 

and were mistreated in Philippi, as you know, we had the courage in our 

God to declare to you the gospel of God in spite of much opposition. 2:3 

For the appeal we make does not come from error or impurity or with 

deceit, 2:4 but just as we have been approved by God to be entrusted with 

the Gospel, so we declare it, not to please people but God, who examines 

our hearts.

How is the Apostles’ own experience an example to the ?12   
Thessalonians?

What motivates Paul and the others in their work??13   

Th e Apostles were examples of virtuous, childlike, motherly 3.4 

conduct.

2:5  For we never appeared with fl att ering speech, as you know, nor with a 

pretext for greed—God is our witness– 2:6 nor to seek glory from people, 

either from you or from others, 2:7 although we could have imposed our 

weight as apostles of Christ; instead we became litt le children among you. 

Like a nursing mother caring for her own children, 2:8 with such aff ection 

for you we were happy to share with you not only the gospel of God but 

also our own lives, because you had become dear to us. 2:9 For you recall, 

brothers and sisters, our toil and drudgery: By working night and day so 

as not to impose a burden on any of you, we preached to you the gospel of 

God. 2:10 You are witnesses, and so is God, as to how holy and righteous 

and blameless our conduct was toward you who believe.

In 2:5 and 6 what are some of the wrong motives associated with ?14   
proclaiming the Gospel?
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What two metaphors does Paul use to illuminate the Apostles ?15   
relationship with the Thessalonians in verse 7?

How far did the aff ection of the Apostles go for the sake of the ?16   
Thessalonians according to verse 8?

What example did the Apostles give to the community as they ?17   
preached the Gospel?

How is the conduct of the Apostles described in verse 10? ?18   

Paul and the others were examples of Fatherly 3.5 

encouragement.

2:11  As you know, we treated each one of you as a father treats his own chil-

dren, 2:12 exhorting and encouraging you and insisting that you live in a 

way worthy of God who calls you to his own kingdom and his glory. 2:13 

And so we too constantly thank God that when you received God’s mes-

sage that you heard from us, you accepted it not as a human message, but 

as it truly is, God’s message, which is at work among you who believe. 

What metaphor does Paul use in this paragraph to illuminate the ?19   
Apostles’ relationship to the Thessalonians? What specifi c things did 
they do according to verse 12?

How does Paul describe the Gospel in verse 13??20   

Th e church imitated those who came before them by 3.6 

persevering under the persecution of ungodly people.

2:14  For you became imitators, brothers and sisters, of God’s churches in 

Christ Jesus that are in Judea, because you too suff ered the same things 

from your own countrymen as they in fact did from the Jews, 2:15 who 

killed both the Lord Jesus and the prophets and persecuted us severely. 
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Th ey are displeasing to God and are opposed to all people, 2:16 because 

they hinder us from speaking to the Gentiles so that they may be saved. 

Th us they constantly fi ll up their measure of sins, but wrath has come 

upon them completely.

In what specifi c way did the Thessalonians imitate the churches in ?21   
Judea - what was the “common affl  iction”?

How does Paul describe the “Jews” in verses 15 and 16??22   

Th e Th essalonians are Paul’s hope, joy and crown.3.7 

2:17 But when we were separated from you, brothers and sisters, for a short 

time (in presence, not in aff ection) we became all the more fervent in our 

great desire to see you in person. 2:18 For we wanted to come to you (I, 

Paul, in fact tried again and again) but Satan thwarted us. 2:19 For who is 

our hope or joy or crown to boast of before our Lord Jesus at his coming? 

Is it not of course you? 2:20 For you are our glory and joy!

Why had Paul and the others not been able to come back to see this  ?23   
community?

How does Paul describe the Thessalonians in verses 19 and 20??24   

Paul was greatly concerned about the welfare of the church.3.8 

3:1 So when we could bear it no longer, we decided to stay on in Athens alone. 

3:2 We sent Timothy, our brother and fellow worker for God in the gospel 

of Christ, to strengthen you and encourage you about your faith, 3:3 so 

that no one would be shaken by these affl  ictions. For you yourselves know 

that we are destined for this. 3:4 For in fact when we were with you, we 

were telling you in advance that we would suff er affl  iction, and so it has 

happened, as you well know. 3:5 So when I could bear it no longer, I sent 
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to fi nd out about your faith, for fear that the tempter somehow tempted 

you and our toil had proven useless.

According to this paragraph, why was Paul and the others concerned ?25   
about the Thessalonians?

To what was Paul and the Thessalonians “destined” for according to ?26   
3:3?

Th e Church has stood fi rm in spite of affl  iction.3.9 

3:6  But now Timothy has come to us from you and given us the good news 

of your faith and love and that you always think of us with aff ection and 

long to see us just as we also long to see you! 3:7 So in all our distress and 

affl  iction, we were reassured about you, brothers and sisters, through your 

faith. 3:8 For now we are alive again, if you stand fi rm in the Lord. 3:9 For 

how can we thank God enough for you, for all the joy we feel because of 

you before our God? 3:10 We pray earnestly night and day to see you in 

person and make up what may be lacking in your faith.

What report came back about the Thessalonians faith and ?27   
steadfastness?

What does Paul mean by his response in 3:8? What does this indicate ?28   
about Paul’s relationship to these people?

Transition: Transformative Prayer4 

Paul prays for the spiritual welfare of the church.

3:11  Now may God our Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to 

you. 3:12 And may the Lord cause you to increase and abound in love for 

one another and for all, just as we do for you, 3:13 so that your hearts are 

strengthened in holiness to be blameless before our God and Father at the 

coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.
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What specifi c things does Paul pray for this community??29   

Th e Exhortation: Call to Holy and Hopeful Living5 

God desires for His people to live holy lives.5.1 

4:1  Finally then, brothers and sisters, we ask you and urge you in the Lord 

Jesus, that as you received instruction from us about how you must live 

and please God (as you are in fact living) that you do so more and more. 

4:2 For you know what commands we gave you through the Lord Jesus. 

4:3 For this is God’s will: that you become holy, that you keep away from 

sexual immorality, 4:4 that each of you know how to possess his own body 

in holiness and honor, 4:5 not in lustful passion like the Gentiles who do 

not know God. 4:6 In this matt er no one should violate the rights of his 

brother or take advantage of him, because the Lord is the avenger in all 

these cases, as we also told you earlier and warned you solemnly. 4:7 For 

God did not call us to impurity but in holiness. 4:8 Consequently the one 

who rejects this is not rejecting human authority but God, who gives his 

Holy Spirit to you.

What does Paul urge the Thessalonians to do in 4:1??30   

What specifi c things does Paul mention in 4:3-5??31   

What does God call His people to according to 4:7??32   

What authority does this teaching have behind it??33   

Th e church is exhorted to live in love.5.2 

4:9  Now on the topic of brotherly love you have no need for anyone to write 
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you, for you yourselves are taught by God to love one another. 4:10 And 

indeed you are practicing it toward all the brothers and sisters in all of 

Macedonia. But we urge you, brothers and sisters, to do so more and 

more, 4:11 to aspire to lead a quiet life, to att end to your own business, 

and to work with your hands, as we commanded you. 4:12 In this way you 

will live a decent life before outsiders and not be in need.

What has the community been taught by God? Why is this signifi cant??34   

What does Paul exhort the community toward in 4:11-12??35   

Hope realizes that the Lord will return with those who have 5.3 

already “fallen asleep” in Him.

4:13  Now we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about 

those who are asleep, so that you will not grieve like the rest who have no 

hope. 4:14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, so also we be-

lieve that God will bring with him those who have fallen asleep as Chris-

tians. 

What topic does Paul shift to in this paragraph??36   

Who are those who have “fallen asleep”??37   

What does our faith imply according to 4:14??38   

Th ose who are “dead in Christ” will rise fi rst, then those who 5.4 

are alive and left.

4:15  For we tell you this by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who 

are left  until the coming of the Lord, will surely not go ahead of those who 

have fallen asleep. 4:16 For the Lord himself will come down from heaven 

with a shout of command, with the voice of the archangel, and with the 
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trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise fi rst. 4:17 Th en we who 

are alive, who are left , will be suddenly caught up together with them in 

the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will always be with the 

Lord. 4:18 Th erefore encourage one another with these words.

In 4:15-16 who will rise fi rst??39   

In 4:17 what will happen to those who are still alive at the coming of ?40   
the Lord?

How should this teaching aff ect the Thessalonians??41   

Th e Day of the Lord will come unexpectedly.5.5 

5:1  Now on the topic of times and seasons, brothers and sisters, you have no 

need for anything to be writt en to you. 5:2 For you know quite well that 

the day of the Lord will come in the same way as a thief in the night. 5:3 

Now when they are saying, “Th ere is peace and security,” then sudden de-

struction comes on them, like labor pains on a pregnant woman, and they 

will surely not escape. 

Why would the Thessalonians have no need for anyone to instruct ?42   
them about the times and seasons?

What metaphor does Paul use to describe the return of the Lord??43   

Who is the “they” in this passage??44   

What will happen to these people at the Lord’s return??45   
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Th e Church should remain sober and awake in expectation of 5.6 

the Lord’s return.

5:4  But you, brothers and sisters, are not in the darkness for the day to over-

take you like a thief would. 5:5 For you all are sons of the light and sons 

of the day. We are not of the night nor of the darkness. 5:6 So then we 

must not sleep as the rest, but must stay alert and sober. 5:7 For those who 

sleep, sleep at night and those who get drunk are drunk at night. 5:8 But 

since we are of the day, we must stay sober by putt ing on the breastplate 

of faith and love and as a helmet our hope for salvation. 5:9 For God did 

not destine us for wrath but for gaining salvation through our Lord Jesus 

Christ. 5:10 He died for us so that whether we are alert or asleep we will 

come to life together with him. 5:11 Th erefore encourage one another and 

build up each other, just as you are in fact doing.

Will believers be taken by surprise at the Lord’s return??46   

How does Paul describe the Thessalonians in 5:5? What is the ?47   
signifi cance of this?

How does Paul extend the metaphor of day vs. night in verses 6-7??48   

What should the Thessalonians “put on” in order to stay sober??49   

What did God “destine” the Thessalonians to according to 5:9? What ?50   
does this mean?

What is the basis of hope and encouragement according to 5:10??51   

God’s desire for the church is expanded and explained.5.7 

5:12  Now we ask you, brothers and sisters, to acknowledge those who labor 

among you and preside over you in the Lord and admonish you, 5:13 and 
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to esteem them most highly in love because of their work. Be at peace 

among yourselves. 5:14 And we urge you, brothers and sisters, admonish 

the undisciplined, comfort the discouraged, help the weak, be patient to-

ward all. 5:15 See that no one pays back evil for evil to anyone, but always 

pursue what is good for one another and for all.

What does Paul admonish the church to do in 5:12-13??52   

What four types of people does Paul address in 5:14? ?53   
How should they each be treated?

What should be the constant pursuit of the community??54   

Closing Summary: Putting fi rst things fi rst6 

5:16  Always rejoice, 5:17 constantly pray, 5:18 in everything give thanks. For 

this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. 5:19 Do not extinguish the Spirit. 

5:20 Do not treat prophecies with contempt. 5:21 But examine all things; 

hold fast to what is good. 5:22 Stay away from every form of evil.

In 5:16-17 what is God’s will/desire for His people??55   

In 5:19-22 what exhortations are given? Why would these things be ?56   
signifi cant in the life of the community?

Benediction7 

5:23  Now may the God of peace himself make you completely holy and may 

your spirit and soul and body be kept entirely blameless at the coming of 

our Lord Jesus Christ. 5:24 He who calls you is trustworthy, and he will in 

fact do this. 
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Closing Requests8 

5:25  Brothers and sisters, pray for us too. 5:26 Greet all the brothers and sisters 

with a holy kiss. 5:27 I call on you solemnly in the Lord to have this lett er 

read to all the brothers and sisters. 5:28 Th e grace of our Lord Jesus Christ 

be with you.

How does Paul bless the Thessalonians in 5:23? What does Paul ask to ?57   
be kept “blameless” at the coming of the Lord Jesus?

How can the Thessalonians be sure that they will be blameless at the ?58   
Lord’s return according to 5:24?



18 Persevering in Hope and Holiness

2 Th essalonians 

Prescript: Greetings and Th anksgiving1 

1:1 From Paul and Silvanus and Timothy, to the church of the Th essalonians 

in God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 1:2 Grace and peace to you 

from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ!

Introduction: 2 

Th e Character of the characters involved.

Paul gives thanks for the church’s perseverance.2.1 

1:3 We ought to thank God always for you, brothers and sisters, and rightly 

so, because your faith fl ourishes more and more and the love of each one 

of you all for one another is ever greater. 1:4 As a result we ourselves boast 

about you in the churches of God for your perseverance and faith in all 

the persecutions and affl  ictions you are enduring.1:5 Th is is evidence of 

God’s righteous judgment, to make you worthy of the kingdom of God, 

for which in fact you are suff ering. 

What reasons doe Paul have for continuing to give thanks for the ?59   
Thessalonians?

What reasons does Paul have for boasting about this community??60   

What greater purpose does the suff ering of the Thessalonians serve ?61   
according to 1:5?

Th e Lord will affl  ict the affl  ictors.2.2 

1:6  For it is right for God to repay with affl  iction those who affl  ict you, 1:7 

and to you who are being affl  icted to give rest together with us when 
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the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with his mighty angels. 1:8 With 

fl aming fi re he will mete out punishment on those who do not know God 

and do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. 1:9 Th ey will undergo the 

penalty of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and 

from the glory of his strength, 1:10 when he comes to be glorifi ed among 

his saints and admired on that day among all who have believed—and you 

did in fact believe our testimony. 

What will God do to those who affl  ict the Thessalonians??62   

What will God give to the Thessalonians when the Lord Jesus is fi nally ?63   
revealed from Heaven?

What will Jesus do when He returns? ?64   
How is this image of Jesus confl ict with “worldly” perceptions of Jesus?

What will happen to those who do not “obey the Gospel”??65   

In 1:10 what are some of the purposes of Jesus’ return??66   

Summary: Persuasion through Prayer. 3 

1:11  And in this regard we pray for you always, that our God will make you 

worthy of his calling and fulfi ll by his power your every desire for good-

ness and every work of faith, 1:12 that the name of our Lord Jesus may be 

glorifi ed in you, and you in him, according to the grace of our God and the 

Lord Jesus Christ.

What specifi c things does Paul pray for the Thessalonians in this ?67   
context and what purpose will this accomplish?



20 Persevering in Hope and Holiness

…that our God will 
  1) make you worthy of his calling and 
  2) fulfi ll by his power 
   >your every desire for goodness and 
   >          every work of faith,
 1:12 that [purpose] the name of our Lord Jesus
    may be glorifi ed in you, 
    and                    you in him, 
     according to the grace of our God 
      and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Refuting False Teaching: Th e Events of the End4 

Th e Arrival of the Lord will be preceded by the Rebellion and 4.1 

the appearance of the Man of Lawlessness.

2:1 Now regarding the arrival of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gath-

ered to be with him, we ask you, brothers and sisters, 2:2 not to be easily 

shaken from your composure or disturbed by any kind of spirit or message 

or lett er allegedly from us, to the eff ect that the Day of the Lord is already 

here. 2:3 Let no one deceive you in any way. For that day will not arrive 

until the rebellion comes and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son 

of destruction. 2:4 He opposes and exalts himself above every so-called 

god or object of worship, and as a result he takes his seat in God’s temple, 

displaying himself as God.

What does Paul tell the community not be be disturbed about? ?68   
Why would they be disturbed by the news that the Day of the Lord 
was already here?

According to 2:3, what two events will precede the Day of the Lord??69   

How is the Man of Lawlessness described in 2:4??70   
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Th e Power of Lawlessness is already at work, but it is being 4.2 

restrained.

2:5  Surely you recall that I used to tell you these things while I was still with 

you. 2:6 And so you know what holds him back, so that he will be revealed 

in his own time. 2:7 For the hidden power of lawlessness is already at 

work. However, the one who holds him back will do so until he is taken 

out of the way, 2:8 and then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the 

Lord will destroy by the breath of his mouth and wipe out by the manifes-

tation of his arrival.

Why should the Thessalonians have been familiar with these ?71   
teachings?

What is the Lawless one not fully revealed now? What will allow the ?72   
revealing of the Lawless one?

What will be the destiny of the Lawless one??73   

Th e Lawless One will do the work of Satan.4.3 

2:9  Th e arrival of the lawless one will be by Satan’s working with all kinds of 

miracles and signs and false wonders, 2:10 and with every kind of evil 

deception directed against those who are perishing, because they found 

no place in their hearts for the truth so as to be saved. 2:11 Consequently 

God sends on them a deluding infl uence so that they will believe what is 

false. 2:12 And so all of them who have not believed the truth but have 

delighted in evil will be condemned.

What will “empower” the arrival of the Lawless one??74   

According to 2:10 what will the message of the Lawless one be??75   
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How does Paul describe the response of “those who are perishing” to ?76   
the truth in 2:10?

How does God deal with those who reject the truth according to 2:11??77   

How does Paul fi nally describe this group in 2:12? What do those who ?78   
reject the truth “delight” in? What will be their destiny?

Praying in Th anks and Desire.5 

Paul gives thanks that the Th essalonians have been chosen 5.1 

for salvation.

2:13 But we ought to thank God always for you, brothers and sisters loved 

by the Lord, because God chose you from the beginning for salvation 

through sanctifi cation by the Spirit and faith in the truth. 2:14 He called 

you to this salvation through our gospel, so that you may possess the glory 

of our Lord Jesus Christ. 2:15 Th erefore, brothers and sisters, stand fi rm 

and hold on to the traditions that we taught you, whether by speech or by 

lett er.

For what has God chosen the Thessalonians? How is this ?79   
accomplished?

How were the Thessalonians “called” to this salvation??80   

What will be the fi nally result of this salvation (see the end of 2:14)??81   

How should the Thessalonians respond to all this teaching??82   

Paul prays for the encouragement of the church. 5.2 

2:16  Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us 
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and by grace gave us eternal comfort and good hope, 2:17 encourage your 

hearts and strengthen you in every good thing you do or say.

How does Paul bless the Thessalonians here??83   

Paul requests prayer for his work.5.3 

3:1 Finally, pray for us, brothers and sisters, that the Lord’s message may 

spread quickly and be honored as in fact it was among you, 3:2 and that 

we may be delivered from perverse and evil people. For not all have faith. 

3:3 But the Lord is faithful, and he will strengthen you and protect you 

from the evil one. 3:4 And we are confi dent about you in the Lord that 

you are both doing—and will do—what we are commanding. 3:5 Now 

may the Lord direct your hearts toward the love of God and the endur-

ance of Christ.

What specifi c things does Paul ask for prayer about in 3:1-2??84   

What is the basis of Paul’s confi dence in 3:3-5??85   

What does Paul pray that their hearts be directed toward in 3:5? Why ?86   
would these two things be signifi cant in this context?

Final Instructions: Dealing with the Undisciplined6 

Th e Basic Principle: Th e Undisciplined are to be shunned.6.1 

3:6 But we command you, brothers and sisters, in the name of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, to keep away from any brother who lives an undisciplined life and 

not according to the tradition they received from us. 3:7 For you know 

yourselves how you must imitate us, because we did not behave without 

discipline among you, 3:8 and we did not eat anyone’s food without pay-

ing. Instead, in toil and drudgery we worked night and day in order not to 
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burden any of you. 3:9 It was not because we do not have that right, but 

to give ourselves as an example for you to imitate. 3:10 For even when we 

were with you, we used to give you this command: “If anyone is not willing 

to work, neither should he eat.”3:11 For we hear that some among you are 

living an undisciplined life, not doing their own work but meddling in the 

work of others. 3:12 Now such people we command and urge in the Lord 

Jesus Christ to work quietly and so provide their own food to eat. 

How should the Thessalonians deal with an “undisciplined” brother??87   

What example did the Apostles give to the community in this regard??88   

What has Paul heard about some in the community??89   

What fi nal instruction does Paul give on dealing with these ?90   
“undisciplined” people? How should they be treated?

Paul gives fi nal instructions on shaming without 6.2 

excommunication.

3:13  But you, brothers and sisters, do not grow weary in doing what is right. 

3:14 But if anyone does not obey our message through this lett er, take 

note of him and do not associate closely with him, so that he may be 

ashamed. 3:15 Yet do not regard him as an enemy, but admonish him as a 

brother.

Benediction and Closing7 

3:16 Now may the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all times and in ev-

ery way. Th e Lord be with you all. 3:17 I, Paul, write this greeting with my 

own hand, which is how I write in every lett er. 3:18 Th e grace of our Lord 

Jesus Christ be with you all.
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