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We proclaim Christ  
by warning and teaching all people with all wisdom  

so that we may present every person mature in Christ. 
 

Toward this goal I also labor,  

struggling according to his power  
that powerfully works in me.  

 
| Colossians 1:28-29 | 

 

 
 

 

 

 



1. Introduction: Setting the Stage 

1.1 The Prologue 
1:1 The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show his 
servants what must happen very soon. He made it clear by sending 
his angel to his servant John, 1:2 who then testified to everything 
that he saw concerning the word of God and the testimony about 
Jesus Christ. 1:3 Blessed is the one who reads the words of this 
prophecy aloud, and blessed are those who hear and obey the 
things written in it, because the time is near.  

>|  Revelation = “a revealing, an unveiling” 

 

 

>|  “what must happen very soon,” “the time is near” 

 

 

>|  The Blessing 

 

 

1.2 The Author  

1	  | Speculation: John Mark, unknown John… 

2	  | John the Seer, John the Servant, etc. 

3	  | *The Apostle John 

1.3 Time and Place of Writing 

1	  | Option 1: The Reign of Nero before the destruction of 
Jerusalem in AD 70 

2	  | *Option 2: The Reign of Domitian ca. AD 95 from exile on 
Patmos 
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1.4 The Social and Cultural Context of Revelation 
Revelation is addressed to seven historical churches (assemblies) in 
western Asia Minor under the Roman Empire of the 1st Century AD. This 
suggests that in spite of the unique “visionary” content, it must be read as a 
historical document addressing actual historical realities. 

 

1.4.1 The Relationship to Rome and the Empire 
REIGN NAME  TITLES AND  

31BC-AD14 Augustus The first true Roman emperor described as the 
chief benefactor and savior of Rome.  

AD 14-37 Tiberius The Caesar during Jesus life. 

AD 37-41 Gaius 
(Caligula) 

Generally considered to be insane. Wanted his 
statue to be placed in the Temple. 

AD 41-54 Claudius Murdered his wife Agrippina so that his 
adopted son Nero could succeed him. 

AD 54-68 Nero  Blamed the burning of Rome on Christians; 
persecuted Christians 

AD 68-69 Galba  Assassinated after seven months 

AD 69 Otho Committed suicide after 90 days 

AD 69 Vitellius  

AD 69-79 Vespasian 

AD 79-81 Titus 

These two, father and son, led the Roman 
forces to victory in the Jewish Revolt of AD70.  

AD 81-96 Domitian  *During this time, failure to worship the emperor 
became a punishable offense. 

1	  | The Conflict with the Empire 
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Historically, we know that the seven churches addressed in Revelation 2-3 
were situated in cities already submissive to the Roman Empire. These 
churches would not have considered themselves subjugated by the Empire 
as the Jewish Christians in the Holy Land would have. These provinces, 
however, were clearly part of an empire. 

2	  | The Conflict with the Imperial Cult 

Politically, the seven cities of the letters in Revelation would have 
competed for honor and recognition from the Emperor. The Emperor was 
considered to be the benefactor and savior of the civilized world and thus 
he began to be worshipped as a god in the flesh. This gave rise to the 
Imperial Cult which by the time of Domitian would have placed great 
pressure on Christians who struggled to keep their allegiance to Christ in a 
society which was held together by its allegiance to the Emperor.  

The Priene Inscription from 9BC: 
“SINCE PROVIDENCE, WHICH HAS ORDERED THE WHOLE OF OUR LIFE, 
SHOWING CONCERN AND ZEAL, HAS SET IT IN MOST PERFECT ORDER BY 

GIVING [HIM] TO US, FILLING HIM WITH VIRTUE FOR DOING THE WORK 

OF A BENEFACTOR AMONG MEN, SENDING HIM AS A SAVIOR BOTH FOR 

US AND FOR THOSE WHO COME AFTER US, THAT HE MIGHT END WAR 

AND ARRANGE ALL THINGS AND SINCE HE, BY HIS APPEARANCE, 
EXCELLING EVEN OUR OWN ANTICIPATION OF THE GOOD NEWS 

(EUANGELION) SURPASSING ALL PREVIOUS BENEFACTORS AND NOT 

EVEN LEAVING TO POSTERITY ANY HOPE OF SURPASSING WHAT HE HAS 

DONE, AND SINCE THE BIRTHDAY OF THE GOD, WAS THE BEGINNING 

FOR THE WORLD AND FOR THE GOOD NEWS TO MEN THAT CAME BY 

WAY OF HIM…” 
(I am indebted to Joseph Fantin of Dallas Theological Seminary for this text) 

By the time of Domitian, Christianity was clearly set apart as an enemy 
of the empire. Thus, anyone who would not pledge allegiance to the 
Emperor and the Empire would be punished. It was during the time of 
Domitian that the first wide spread persecutions of Christians began to 
break out.  

“It may well be the case that Christians in Asia Minor, 
unaccustomed to having a bunker mentality, may have been 
extremely traumatized by any persecution at all, for they had not 
been conditioned to expect such a response to their beliefs and 
behavior, especially if most of them were Gentile Christians in 
these congregations. 
    (Witherington, Revelation, 22) 

1.5 The Christology of Revelation 
As the revelation of Jesus Christ, the content of Revelation is focused upon 
Jesus and His return (revelation) at the end of this present evil age. Thus, 
Christology is at the heart of Revelation. 

 



TSF	  |	  2007	  |	  The	  Revelation	  of	  Jesus	  Christ	   7	  

 

 

“It is possible that John…conceives of Heaven as the Christian’s 
assembly hall where the divine decrees would be read out and 
justice would finally be done by Christ, who is truly ‘our Lord and 
our God,’ in contradistinction to the Emperor Domitian. If so, his 
high Christology … is hardly just a religious statement; it is a 
political one as well. This explains why Christians are warned to 
expect stern reprisals for their allegiance to a very different Lord 
than Caesar. Their exclusive faith would be seen as dangerous and 
unpatriotic, for Christians would not participate in the emperor 
cult.”  (Witherington, Revelation, 24) 

1	  | Jesus is revealed as the sovereign God, the Alpha and 
Omega, the First and the Last. (1:8, 21:6, 22:13) 

“…[this title] conveys the idea that the person in question 
‘precedes and originates all things, as their Creator, and he will 
bring all things to their eschatological fulfillment. The titles cannot 
mean anything else when they are used of Christ…[this is} a way of 
stating unambiguously that Jesus belongs to the fullness of the 
eternal being of God, this surpasses anything in the [rest of the] 
New Testament”  (Witherington, Revelation, 29) 

2	  | Jesus is revealed as the God of the Hebrew Scriptures  
(cf. the above passages with Isa. 44:6 and 48:12 where 
these titles are used as self designations for God) 

Isaiah 44:6* Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel and his 
Redeemer, the LORD of armies: "I am the first and I am the last; 
there is no God other than Me!” 

Isaiah 48:12-13 (ESV) "Listen to me, O Jacob, and Israel, whom I 
called! I am he; I am the first, and I am the last. 13 My hand laid 
the foundation of the earth, and my right hand spread out the 
heavens; when I call to them, they stand forth together. 

3	  | Jesus is revealed as the all-powerful Lamb! (5) 

4	  | Jesus is revealed as the redemptive Judge. (1:7, 5:1ff, 19:17ff) 

5	  | Jesus is revealed as the Savior of his people. (7:17) 

6	  | Jesus is revealed as truly worthy of worship. (5:13, 22:3) 

7	  | Jesus is revealed as the Jewish Messiah, the Ruler of 
Creation. (3:7, 5:5, 17:14) 
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1.6 Unique Aspects of Revelation 

1.6.1 Revelation and the Hebrew Scriptures (Old Testament) 
There are approximately 270-400 references, quotes or allusions to the 
Hebrew Scriptures, more than any other New Testament book. Out of 404 
verses in Revelation, only 126 contain no allusion to the Hebrew 
Scriptures. 

Revelation is a fitting conclusion to the Bible which was opened by 
Genesis. Revelation is also closely associated with the “end time” material 
of Daniel. 

1.6.2 What is the Genre (type of literature) of Revelation? 

1	  | Prophetic 

This is literature that developed most extensively in the Hebrew Scriptures. 
Prophets, set apart and called by God, speak the words of God as Covenant 
mediators and enforcers. Although the prophet is often given glimpses of 
future events to confirm his message, the main point of the prophetic 
material is to encourage the faithful and call the faithless to faithfulness.  

2	  | Apocalyptic 

This is a type of literature that is still hotly debated in terms of its form and 
content. It was produced mainly in the times from 200 BC to AD 100. 
Generally speaking the apocalyptic literature tells the story of a person, 
usually an important person from the past, who is given a vision or 
message from the “other world” by an angel or other-worldly-being that 
helps make sense out of the “real world.” It is often filled with bizarre 
images, hyperbolic metaphors that seek to unveil mysteries and truths from 
God’s perspective. At the heart of this literature is the problem of evil and 
the question of what God is going to do about it.  

Mounce suggests the following helpful distinctions of apocalyptic 
literature: 

• It is focused toward the future (eschatological) when the final 

reckoning will suddenly break in upon the present. 

• It is dualistic in that it presents two worlds struggling for control, one 

righteous and one evil. It also presents two ages: the present one 

corrupted with evil and the one to come where righteousness will be 

perfected. 

• It has a pessimistic attitude about mankind’s ability to do anything to 

change the present age in a positive way.  

• It usually has a deterministic framework where everything moves 

forward toward in a timely, divinely preordained, predetermined end. 
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• It is carried along by often bizarre symbolism which is rooted in the 

Hebrew Scriptures, but which may also be drawn from ancient (pagan) 

mythology in order to reveal the universal nature of the One True Story 

that is the root and source of all other stories. (The Book of Revelation, 

19ff) 

Although Revelation shares many of these qualities, Mounce is helpful in 
pointing out the way Revelation is different from apocalyptic literature: 

• The book calls itself a prophecy (see next heading). 

• John is a real prophet in the present who speaks directly to his 

audience.  

• Although Revelation is pessimistic about the present age, it hopes 

toward the return of Christ. It takes up more of the spirit of John 

16:33, “In the world you have trouble and suffering, but take courage 

— I have conquered the world.” 

• Apocalyptic literature usually views this present age as meaningless 

because of its evil. Revelation, however, sees this present age as the 

beginning stage of God’s saving work.  

• Revelation has a practical moral and spiritual urgency as it calls the 

actual churches of history to repentance and faithfulness.  

• Revelation leaves interpretation up to the reader as something that can 

be done. It does not hide its message in incomprehensible mysteries, 

but reveals future truth in ways that anyone with eyes to see and ears to 

hear can understand and apply. (Mounce, The Book of Revelation, 23-

25) 

3	  | *Apocalyptic-Prophetic 

The fact that Revelation refers to itself as prophecy 5 times (1:3; 22:7, 10, 
18, 19) means that we should view it primarily as such. The fact that the 
book is addressed to seven historical churches and to the church as a 
whole, as a form of “covenant enforcement,” also points to its prophetic 
nature. However, the images and other worldly symbols and visions clearly 
give the book an apocalyptic feel. It may be that Revelation is a unique, 
hybrid literature both prophetic and apocalyptic, which is to say that it is a 
prophecy given to us in apocalyptic form.  

1.6.3 How Shall We Interpret Revelation? 

1	  | The Preterist or Contemporary Historical method 

This view reads the Revelation as an historical document addressing the 
issues that arose in the 1st Century AD. It sees the prophetic elements of the 
book fulfilled in the fall of Jerusalem (AD 70) or the fall of Rome (AD 476).  
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2	  | The Historicist Method 

This method reads the book as a forecast of the history of the west leading 
up to the interpreters present time. The book had little relevance for its 
first audience.  

3	  | The Idealist Method 

This view holds that Revelation does not point to any specific historical 
events at all but simply reveals the timeless principles by which God 
governs creation. In this scheme, the book reveals the ageless battle 
between good and evil, light and darkness.  

4	  | The Futurist Method 

This view sees Revelation as a revealing of the final victory of God in Christ 
over the forces of evil in a decisive way at the end of the present age. This 
method has been popularly championed by the dispensationalists in 
present times.  

5	  | The Literary Method 

This study takes an integrated approach to the book, realizing that none of 
the methods listed above is sufficient to deal with the varied nature of the 
diverse literature contained by Revelation alone. Basically, we will view the 
book as being relevant to its first century audience in that it reveals both 
what God is doing and what God will do to finally bring an end to the 
present age. Thus God’s universal principles of salvation are revealed, but 
they are moving all things toward a future, predetermined conclusion in 
Christ.  

1.7 Purpose 

1	  | John is compelled to share his message, given to him by 
Christ, in order to encourage the churches of Asia minor. 

2	  | Jesus wants his people to know that no matter how bad 
things get on earth, He is in control and will return to make 
all things right.  

3	  | Jesus wants to encourage his people to persevere in their 
faithfulness even in the most difficult of times. 

4	  | Jesus wants his people to know that this life is not the end; 
there is a more glorious eternal life awaiting us. 
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1.8 Outline 

1.8.1 The Big Picture: 

1	  | Things Which Have Been (1) 

2	  | Things Which Are (2-3) 

3	  | Things Which Shall Be (4-22) 
 

1.8.2 The Content and Structure 

1	  | The Prologue 
1:1-8 

2	  | The Vision of the Glorified Christ  
1:9-20 

3	  | The Letters to the Seven Churches 
2:1-3:22 

4	  | The Vision of the Heavenly Assembly  
4:1-5:14 

5	  | The Opening of the Seven Seals 
6:1-8:1; 8:3-5 

6	  | The Blowing of the Seven Trumpets 
8:2; 8:6-11:9 

7	  | The Larger Story of the Spiritual War  
12:1-14:20; 15:2-4 

8	  | The Pouring of the Seven Bowls 
15:1; 15:5-16:21 

9	  | The Shaming and Destruction of Babylon 
17:1-19:10 

10	  | The Return of the King 
19:11-21:8 

11	  | The Glorification of the New Jerusalem 
21:9-22:5 

12	  | Epilogue 
22:6-21 
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2. The Vision of the Glorious One 

2.1 Could I get your attention please? 
1:4 From John, to the seven churches that are in Asia:  

Grace and peace to you from He who is, and who was, and who is coming, 

and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, 1:5 and from Jesus 

Christ—the faithful witness, the firstborn from among the dead, the ruler 

over the kings of the earth. To the one who loves us and has set us free 

from our sins at the cost of his own blood 1:6 and has appointed us as a 

kingdom, as priests serving his God and Father—to him be the glory and 

the power for ever and ever! Amen. 

1	  | Grace and… 

“Domitian, according to Suetonius, would regularly preface his 
cruel sentences and punishments on the unfortunate with the 
phrase, ‘It has pleased the Lord our God in his grace…,’ a signal 
that something horrible was about to come to pass. John is 
suggesting that his audience lives by a very different sort and 
source of mercy and grace.”  (Witherington, 75) 

2	  | In the background: He who is… 

Exodus 3:13-15 Moses said to God, "If I go to the 
Israelites and tell them, 'The God of your fathers has sent me to 
you,' and they ask me, 'What is his name?' what should I say to 
them?" 14 God said to Moses, "I AM that I AM." And he said, "You 
must say this to the Israelites, 'I AM has sent me to you.' " 15 God 
also said to Moses, "You must say this to the Israelites, 'The LORD 
the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and 
the God of Jacob has sent me to you. This is my name forever, and 
this is my memorial from generation to generation.' 

3	  | The Seven Spirits: Other references 

3:1 – associated with the seven stars, which are angels  
4:5 – equated with seven burning torches  
5:6 – identified as seven spirits sent into the Earth 
>In early Jewish non-biblical texts, there is a reference to seven 
archangels (named: Uriel, Raphael, Raguel, Michael, Saraqael, 
Gabriel, and Remiel) before the throne of God (Tobit 12:15; 1 
Enoch 20:1-8) 
>The Vision of Zechariah 4: 
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Zechariah 4:2, 10  He said to me, "What do you see?" 
And I said, "I see, and behold, a lampstand all of gold with its bowl 
on the top of it, and its seven lamps on it with seven spouts 
belonging to each of the lamps which are on the top of it;…10 But 
these seven will be glad when they see the plumb line in the 
hand of Zerubbabel--these are the eyes of the LORD which 
range to and fro throughout the earth." 

Based on Revelation 5:6 – “And I saw between the throne (with the 
four living creatures) and the elders a Lamb standing, as if slain, 
having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of 
God, sent out into all the earth” – these are Seven specific angelic 
servants of the Lamb Christ that are sent out into the earth to be 
his “eyes” watching over things.  

4	  | Jesus Christ: Faithful Firstborn Ruler 

In the background: 
Psalms 89:20-40  
20 I have found David, my servant;  
 with my holy oil I have anointed him,  
21 so that my hand shall be established with him;  
 my arm also shall strengthen him.  
22 The enemy shall not outwit him;  
 the wicked shall not humble him.  
23 I will crush his foes before him  
 and strike down those who hate him.  
24 My faithfulness and my steadfast love shall be with him,  
 and in my name shall his horn be exalted.  
25 I will set his hand on the sea  
 and his right hand on the rivers.  
26 He shall cry to me, 'You are my Father, my God,  
 and the Rock of my salvation.'  
27 And I will make him the firstborn,  
 the highest of the kings of the earth.  
28 My steadfast love I will keep for him forever,  
 and my covenant will stand firm for him.  
29 I will establish his offspring forever  
 and his throne as the days of the heavens…. 

>|  The word “witness” that is used of Christ here is the word that 
has come into English as martyr. It simply means witness, but as 
the unfolding of Revelation will reveal, to be a witness for Christ 
in a time of imperial persecution means to be someone who is 
faithful even to death.  
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5	  | Loved, set free, appointed 

This is the only place in the NT where the exact phrase “freed us from our 
sins” occurs. This is spoken in conjunction with Christ appointing us as a 
kingdom of priests. As the beloved of Christ, we are set free – all of us who 
belong to Him – so that we may all function as “kingly priests” in the here 
and now.  

ALLUSION: Exodus 19:5-6  
5 Now therefore, if you will indeed obey my voice and keep my 
covenant, you shall be my treasured possession among all peoples, 
for all the earth is mine; 6 and you shall be to me a kingdom of priests 
and a holy nation. These are the words that you shall speak to the 
people of Israel. 

Cf. 1 Peter 2:4-5 As you come to him, a living stone rejected by 
men but in the sight of God chosen and precious, 5 you yourselves 
like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy 
priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus 
Christ. 

“In A.D. 90, shortly before this work was written, the Roman 
Empire received a new name – Imperium Aeternum, the eternal 
empire – and the Emperor was meant to be the eternal king, as the 
court poet Statius suggested to Domitian. But John’s theology is 
that Jesus alone is King of Kings, and his followers are not slaves 
but rather kings and priests.”  (Witherington, 76-77) 

6	  | The Doxology:  
to Him be glory and power forever and ever! 

“[here] the Greek takes its greatest term for time, the eon, 
pluralizes this, then multiplies it by its own plural…” 
   (Lenski, 48) 

2.2 The Vision of the Son-of-God-in-Power 

2.2.1 The Hymn and the Testimony 
1:7 Look! He is coming with the clouds,  

 and every eye will see him, 

  even those who pierced him,  

 and all the tribes on the earth will mourn because of him. 

This will certainly come to pass! Amen. 

1:8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God—the one who is, 

and who was, and who is coming—the All-Powerful!  
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1	  | In the Background: 

Daniel 7:13-14 I saw in the night visions, and behold, 
with the clouds of heaven there came one like a son of man, and he 
came to the Ancient of Days and was presented before him. 14 And 
to him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom, that all 
peoples, nations, and languages should serve him; his dominion is 
an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his 
kingdom one that shall not be destroyed. 

Zechariah 12:9-12 And on that day I will seek to destroy 
all the nations that come against Jerusalem. 10 "And I will pour out 
on the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem a spirit of 
grace and pleas for mercy, so that, when they look on me, on him 
whom they have pierced, they shall mourn for him, as one mourns 
for an only child, and weep bitterly over him, as one weeps over a 
firstborn.  

2	  | Christ as The One and Only 

Here, God Himself speaks and identifies Himself as the Alpha and Omega, 
the One who is, who was, and is coming. In parallel texts, these titles that 
are used of God – YHWH in the OT - are applied to Jesus. Thus it is very 
clear that Jesus is being identified with God. As we saw earlier, this alludes 
to Isaiah 44:6 where God, who is “first and last” – at the beginning 
(creation) of all things as Creator and at the consummation (new creation) 
of all things as Lord – is the only true God. This one true God is revealed 
only in Jesus Christ.  

2.2.2 The Commission 
1:9 I, John, your brother and the one who shares with you in the 

persecution (tribulation), kingdom, and endurance that are in Jesus, was 

on the island called Patmos because of the word of God and the testimony 

about Jesus. 1:10 I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s Day when I heard behind 

me a loud voice like a trumpet, 1:11 saying:  

“Write in a book what you see and send it to the seven churches—to Ephesus, 

Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, and Laodicea.” 

1	  | Persecution (tribulation), kingdom, and endurance in Jesus 

 

2	  | WAS on the island called Patmos (c. AD 96) 

3	  | In the Spirit on the Lord’s day 

> “in the spirit” (used also in 4:2, 17:3 and 21:10) seems to indicate 
that John experiences an “ecstatic” vision. Cf. Peter at Joppa in Acts 
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10:10; 11:5 and Paul in Acts 22:17 and 2 Corinthians 12:2-4) 
This is probably parallel to the Spirit falling on prophets like in 
Ezekiel 3:12ff. and not like the NT discussions of being “filled” 
with the Spirit. Both Isaiah an Ezekiel are given a vision of God in 
their ministries.  

> The Lords Day is most likely a reference to Sunday as the first day 
of the week set aside for worship. During this time, the emperors 
would set aside specific days as the “emperor’s day” for worship in 
the imperial cult, etc.  

4	  | Write in a book (biblion) what you see… 

 

2.2.3 The Vision 
1:12 I turned to see whose voice was speaking to me, and when I did so, I 

saw seven golden lampstands, 1:13 and in the midst of the lampstands was 

one like a son of man. He was dressed in a robe extending down to his feet 

and he wore a wide golden belt around his chest. 1:14 His head and hair 

were as white as wool, even as white as snow, and his eyes were like a fiery 

flame. 1:15 His feet were like polished bronze refined in a furnace, and his 

voice was like the roar of many waters. 1:16 He held seven stars in his right 

hand, and a sharp double-edged sword extended out of his mouth. His face 

shone like the sun shining at full strength.  

 1:17 When I saw him I fell down at his feet as though I were dead, but 

he placed his right hand on me and said: “Do not be afraid! I am the first 

and the last, 1:18 and the one who lives! I was dead, but look, now I am 

alive—forever and ever—and I hold the keys of death and of Hades!  

 1:19 Therefore write what you saw, what is, and what will be after 

these things. 1:20 The mystery of the seven stars that you saw in my right 

hand and the seven golden lampstands is this: The seven stars are the 

angels of the seven churches and the seven lampstands are the seven 

churches.” 

 

1	  | Seven Golden Lampstands: Temple Setting 

This vision stands in distinction to the Jewish Menorah of one lamp 
with seven stems patterned after the instructions given to Moses in 
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Exodus 25:31-37. Here these are seven individual lampstands that 
represent seven churches, or assemblies.  

>The figure of “light giving” in reference to the churches probably 
indicates that these assemblies provide “illumination” in a sin-
darkened world as they reflect the glory of the Creator in their unity 
and love.  

2	  | One like the Son of Man: Daniel 7:13f 

In the background: 
Daniel 7:9 "I kept looking Until thrones were set 
up, And the Ancient of Days took His seat; His vesture was like 
white snow And the hair of His head like pure wool. His throne 
was ablaze with flames, Its wheels were a burning fire. 

“Jesus is being identified with this human and yet more-than-
human figure, who is seen in Daniel as a representative of God’s 
people to God, and of God to God’s people. While in Daniel the son 
of man is distinguished from the Ancient of Days, here the son of man 
is described as if he were the Ancient of Days.” (Witherington, 81) 

3	  | Jesus is clothed as a Priest 

4	  | Jesus is glorious, powerful and faithful as the Son of Man 

5	  | Jesus is the Lord of even Death and the Grave 

>|  Below is a chart of parallels from pagan literature 

Greek:  
Hecate the key keeper 
to the gates of Hades 

“Beginning and end are 
you and you alone rule 
all. For all things are 
from you, and in you do 
all things, Eternal One, 
come to their end.” 

Greek: 
Heracles (Hercules) 
was able on a couple of 
occasions to bring up 
people from the place 
of the dead. 

Egyptian: 
Anubis is said to hold 
the keys to Hades 

(Adapted from Witherington, Revelation, 83) 

6	  | Jesus is presented here as Prophet, Priest and King 
In 1:1 He is the recipient and revealer of God’s word, 
In 1:5 He is the Ruler of the kings of the Earth, 
In 1:13 He is dressed as a priest. 
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3. The Letters to the Churches, Part 1 

3.1 Interpreting the Letters to the Seven Churches 

3.1.1 These are ONLY letters to the Seven Historical Churches 
written only for their time. 

Problems with this View: 

1	  | The number seven is symbolic and representative of 
“perfection” – thus these churches are not picked 
randomly, but on purpose. 

2	  | There are other churches in Asia minor, why these seven? 

3.1.2 Figurative/Analogical/Allegorical:  
These churches figuratively (allegorically) represent the 
Seven Ages of Church History. 

The History of the Church in Seven Eras 

Ephesus 
”beloved, desired” 

AD 30-60 The Apostolic Church 

Smyrna 
”myrrh, bitter” 

AD 64-312 The Persecuted Church  

Pergamum 
”married” 

AD 313-600 The Papal Church  

Thyatira 
”continual sacrifice” 

AD 600-1500 The Imperial Church 

Sardis 
”escaping ones” 

AD 1517-1750 The Reformation Church 

Philadelphia 
”brotherly love” 

AD 1750-1950 The Missionary Church 

Laodicea 
”people ruling” 

AD 1950 > The Apostate Church . 

Problems with this View: 

1	  | Nothing in context leads to a predictive interpretation of 
these messages. (What if our days are not the end?) 

2	  | No common agreement on partitioning church history on the 
basis of these messages. 
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3.1.3 These are letters to Seven Historical Churches representing 
the “character” of all the church(es). 

In each era of church history, its seems that several of these types of 
churches are present. Thus, these seven specific congregations are chosen 
because they represent seven types of ever-present realities. As we read 
these letters then, the encouragements, the warnings, the call to 
repentance, and the promise of victory will all “ring true” not just for the 
seven churches of the first century but in any church that displays these 
characteristics in any period of history.  

3.2 The Form of the Letters 

3.3 Setting the Context 
At the time of Revelation, no other province in the Roman empire had 
more than one cult. However, as the following chart demonstrates, Asia 
minor was on the “cutting edge,” as Friesen says, of emperor worship: 

City Imperial Cult Imperial Altar Imperial Priest 

Ephesus √ √ √ 

Smyrna √ √ √ 

Pergamum √ √ √ 

Thyatira  √ √ 

Sardis √ √ √ 

Philadelphia √  √ 

Laodicea  √  

*This chart is taken from Ben Witherington, Revelation, 24. 
 
 
 

 Ephesus 
2:1-7 

Smyrna 
2:8-11 

Pergamum 
2:12-17 

Thyatira 
2:18-29 

Sardis 
3:1-6 

Philadelphia 
3:7-13 

Laodicea 
3:14-22 

1. Introductory formula 1a 8a 12a 18a 1a 7a 14a 

2. Identification 
 of Christ 

1b 8b 12b 18b 1b 7b 14b 

3. Praise 2-3 9 13 19 (4) 8 * 

4. Rebuke 4 * 14-15 20-23 1c * 15-17 

5. Call to repent 5–6 *(10) 16 24–25 2–3 (11) 18–19 

6. “He who has  
an ear” 

7a 11 17 29 6 13 22 

7. Promise 7b 10-11 17 26-28 5 9-10, 12 20-21 
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Pergamum built a temple in 29 BC and Smyrna in 25 BC probably 
making Asia the first area to institute the imperial cult. The Imperial cult 
was the way the residents of the cities of the empire created community in 
the larger context of the Roman imperium. The cult became a way to exhibit 
faith in the power and provision of the empire. Thus the imperial cult became 
a type of religious and social “glue” that bound the cities and the provinces 
of the empire together under the pax romana (Roman Peace). The churches 
of Asia minor would have constantly faced pressure from this cultural 
force. 

3.4 To the Church in Ephesus 
2:1 “To the angel of the church in Ephesus, write the following:  

“This is the solemn pronouncement of the one who has a firm 
grasp on the seven stars in his right hand —the one who walks 
among the seven golden lampstands:  
 2:2 ‘I know your works as well as your labor and steadfast 
endurance, and that you cannot tolerate evil. You have even put to 
the test those who refer to themselves as apostles (but are not), and 
have discovered that they are false. 2:3 I am also aware that you 
have persisted steadfastly, endured much for the sake of my name, 
and have not grown weary. 
 2:4 But I have this against you: You have departed from your 
first love!  
 2:5 Therefore, remember from what high state you have fallen 
and repent! Do the deeds you did at the first; if not, I will come to 
you and remove your lampstand from its place—that is, if you do 
not repent.  
 2:6 But you do have this going for you: You hate what the 
Nicolaitans practice —practices I also hate.  
 2:7 The one who has an ear had better hear what the Spirit says 
to the churches. To the one who conquers, I will permit him to eat 
from the tree of life that is in the paradise of God.’  

3.4.1 Context: 

1	  | A commercial and religious center of the Empire with a 
population of 250,000 

2	  | Named by Domitian to be the “guardian of the imperial 
cult.”  

3	  | Held the Temple of Artemis, one of the Seven Wonders of 
the Ancient world.  

4	  | Only a few years before Revelation written, it hosted the 
Olympic Games in honor of Domitian. 
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3.4.2 Issues to Consider: 

1	  | Who or what is the “angel” of the church? 

 

 

2	  | Who are the Nicolaitans?  

“… their teaching, like that of Balaam, viewed with approval the 
eating of food sacrificed to idols and the practice of immorality — 
misconduct which (in verse 20), in connection with the church in 
Thyatira, is also associated with Jezebel. Thus this permissive 
teaching appears to have found its way into three of the seven 
churches of Asia, and there is a probability that the three 
designations, ‘Nicolaitans’, ‘Balaam’, and ‘Jezebel’, refer to the same 
cult, whose libertarianism was in conflict with the decrees of the 
Council of Jerusalem (Acts 15:29),” (Hughes, Revelation, p. 37). 

 

3.5 To the Church in Smyrna 
2:8 “To the angel of the church in Smyrna write the following:  

“This is the solemn pronouncement of the one who is the first and 
the last, the one who was dead, but came to life:  
 2:9 ‘I know the distress you are suffering and your poverty (but 
you are rich). I also know the slander against you by those who call 
themselves Jews and really are not, but are a synagogue of Satan. 
2:10 Do not be afraid of the things you are about to suffer. The 
devil is about to have some of you thrown into prison so you may 
be tested, and you will experience suffering for ten days. Remain 
faithful even to the point of death, and I will give you the crown 
that is life itself.  
 2:11 The one who has an ear had better hear what the Spirit 
says to the churches. The one who conquers will in no way be 
harmed by the second death.’ 

3.5.1 Context: 

1	  | Like Ephesus, Smyrna was a very prosperous city, second 
only to Ephesus as an “imperial city.” 

2	  | It had a very large Jewish population which would have 
been an added pressure for Christians living in the city. 
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3	  | The Guild system, in operation here and in the other cities, 
would have also caused problems for Christians because of 
its pagan requirements. 

3.5.2 Issues to Consider: 

1	  | The Synagogue of Satan 

 

2	  | The Crown (stephanos) that is life 

 

3	  | The Second Death 

In Rabbinic teaching, ‘second death’ is a term for the death of the wicked in 
the next world (Targum Jerusalem on Deuteronomy 33:6 and also the 
Targumim on Jeremiah 51:39, 57, Isaiah 52:14, 65:6). In Revelation, this 
Second Death is identified with the Lake of Fire – the place of eternal 
abandonment and punishment of those unworthy of eternal life.  

3.6 To the Church of Pergamum 
2:12 “To the angel of the church in Pergamum write the following:  

“This is the solemn pronouncement of the one who has the sharp 
double-edged sword:  
 2:13 ‘I know where you reside, where Satan’s throne is. Yet you 
continue to cling to my name and you have not denied your faith 
in me, even in the days of Antipas, my faithful witness, who was 
killed in your city where Satan lives.  
 2:14 But I have a few things against you: You have some people 
there who follow the teaching of Balaam, who instructed Balak to 
put a stumbling block before the people of Israel so they would eat 
food sacrificed to idols and commit sexual immorality. 2:15 In the 
same way, there are also some among you who follow the teaching 
of the Nicolaitans.  
 2:16 Therefore, repent! If not, I will come against you quickly 
and make war against those people with the sword of my mouth.  
 2:17 The one who has an ear had better hear what the Spirit 
says to the churches. To the one who conquers, I will give him 
some of the hidden manna, and I will give him a white stone, and 
on that stone will be written a new name that no one can 
understand except the one who receives it.’ 

3.6.1 Context: 

1	  | Pergamum is the capital of the region. 
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2	  | It had an acropolis with temples dedicated to various gods. 
At the top of the acropolis sat a huge altar to Zeus, “the 
savior.” This altar also had images of snakes surrounding it.  

3	  | It also had the famous temple of the god Asklepios, the god 
of healing and also “savior,” symbolized by a serpent 
wrapped around a pole.  

3.6.2 Issues to Consider: 

1	  | Satan’s Throne 

 

2	  | The Teaching of Balaam and Nicolaitans 
(Cf. Numbers 25:1ff. and 31:16) 

 

3	  | The Hidden Manna 

 

4	  | The White Stone 
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4. The Letters to the Churches, Part 2 

4.1 To the Church of Thyatira 
2:18 “To the angel of the church in Thyatira write the following:  

“This is the solemn pronouncement of the Son of God, the one who 
has eyes like a fiery flame and whose feet are like polished bronze:  
 2:19 ‘I know your deeds: your love, faith, service, and steadfast 
endurance. In fact, your more recent deeds are greater than your 
earlier ones.  
 2:20 But I have this against you: You tolerate that woman 
Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess, and by her teaching 
deceives my servants to commit sexual immorality and to eat food 
sacrificed to idols. 2:21 I have given her time to repent, but she is 
not willing to repent of her sexual immorality.  
 2:22 Look! I am throwing her onto a bed of violent illness, and 
those who commit adultery with her into terrible suffering, unless 
they repent of her deeds. 2:23 Furthermore, I will strike her 
followers (children) with a deadly disease, and then all the 
churches will know that I am the one who searches minds (lit. 
kidneys) and hearts. I will repay each one of you what your deeds 
deserve.  
 2:24 But to the rest of you in Thyatira, all who do not hold to 
this teaching (who have not learned the so-called “deep secrets of 
Satan”), to you I say: I do not put any additional burden on you. 
2:25 However, hold on to what you have until I come.  
 2:26 And to the one who conquers and who continues in my 
deeds until the end, I will give him authority over the nations:  
2:27 He will rule them with an iron rod  
 and like clay jars he will break them to pieces,  
2:28 just as I have received the right to rule from my Father,  
 and I will give him the morning star.  
2:29 The one who has an ear had better hear what the Spirit says to 
the churches.’ 

4.1.1 Context: 

1	  | This is the least impressive and important of the seven 
cities, but it was filled with trade guilds which would have 
placed heavy pressure on Christians. 

2	  | The divine guardian of the city was Tyrimnos (linked with 
the Greek sun-god Apollo) who was also the patron of the 
guilds, worshipped in the city festivities. The worship of 
Apollo-Tyrimnos was merged with the worship of the 
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Emperor and both were honored as “sons of Zeus” the 
father of the gods. 

3	  | Lydia in Acts 16:14 was from Thyatira; she was a “seller of 
purple goods.” 

 

4.1.2 Issues to Consider: 

1	  | Son of God > Allusion to Psalm 2 in vv 26-27 

Psalms 2:1-12 (NASB) 
1 Why are the nations in an uproar  
 And the peoples devising a vain thing?  
2 The kings of the earth take their stand  
 And the rulers take counsel together  
 Against the LORD and against His Anointed, saying,  
3 "Let us tear their fetters apart  
 And cast away their cords from us!"  
4 He who sits in the heavens laughs,  
 The Lord scoffs at them.  
5 Then He will speak to them in His anger  
 And terrify them in His fury, saying,  
6 "But as for Me, I have installed My King Upon Zion,  
 My holy mountain."  
7 "I will surely tell of the decree of the LORD:  
 He said to Me, 'You are My Son,  
 Today I have begotten You.  
8 'Ask of Me, and I will surely give the nations as Your inheritance, 
  And the very ends of the earth as Your possession.  
9 'You shall break them with a rod of iron,  
 You shall shatter them like earthenware.'"  
10 Now therefore, O kings, show discernment;  
 Take warning, O judges of the earth.  
11 Worship the LORD with reverence  
 And rejoice with trembling.  
12 Do homage to the Son,  
 that He not become angry, and you perish in the way,  
 For His wrath may soon be kindled.  
How blessed are all who take refuge in Him! 

2	  | The fiery eyes 

The fiery eyes of Christ represent His ability to penetrate right to the heart 
with divine insight. Fire is also one of the symbols of God’s holiness. The 
presence of holiness in the context of Jesus’ divine sight draws to mind the 
sobering words of Hebrews: 
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Hebrews 4:12-13 For the word of God is living and 
active and sharper than any double-edged sword, piercing even to 
the point of dividing soul from spirit, and joints from marrow; it is 
able to judge the desires and thoughts of the heart. 13 And no 
creature is hidden from God, but everything is naked and exposed to 
the eyes of him to whom we must render an account. 

Just as the vision of God in Isaiah 6, so here the fire of God’s holiness 
should bring an unsettling awareness of His glory, purity and greatness. 
This then pushes us to the realization of our absolute dependence on Him 
for purifying. 

3	  | The Prophetess Jezebel 
(Cf. 1 Kings 16:29ff; 2 Kings 9:30ff.) 

This New Testament “Jezebel” is a false teacher who entices the assembly 
to compromise its virtue in order to be friends with the World.  

 

4	  | “… a bed of violent illness…” :: Redemptive Affliction 

“John certainly believes that, on occasion, there is a connection not 
merely between sickness and sin but between sickness and 
judgment, the former being a result of the latter… Christ inflicted 
great suffering in hopes of repentance not because he wanted even 
Jezebel to undergo final judgment…” 
   (Witherington, Revelation, 104) 

 

5	  | The “deep things of Satan” 

 

 

6	  | Ruling together with Christ 
(cf. 1 Corinthians 6:3; Revelation 5:10) 

 

7	  | The Morning Star? 
 
>? Venus: The Roman symbol of victory 
 
>? Christ Himself as in 22:16 
 
>? An allusion to Numbers 24:17 

Numbers 24:17 "I see him, but not now;  
 I behold him, but not near;  
A star shall come forth from Jacob,  
A scepter shall rise from Israel,  
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And shall crush through the forehead of Moab,  
And tear down all the sons of Sheth. 

4.2 To the Church of Sardis 
3:1 “To the angel of the church in Sardis write the following:  

“This is the solemn pronouncement of the one who holds the seven 
spirits of God and the seven stars:  
 ‘I know your deeds, that you have a reputation that you are 
alive, but in reality you are dead. 3:2 Wake up then, and strengthen 
what remains that was about to die, because I have not found your 
deeds complete in the sight of my God. 3:3 Therefore, remember 
what you received and heard, and obey it, and repent. If you do not 
wake up, I will come like a thief, and you will never know at what 
hour I will come against you.  
 3:4 But you have a few individuals in Sardis who have not 
soiled their clothes, and they will walk with me dressed in white, 
because they are worthy. 3:5 The one who conquers will be dressed 
like them in white clothing, and I will never erase his name from 
the book of life, but will declare his name before my Father and 
before his angels.  
3:6 The one who has an ear had better hear what the Spirit says to 
the churches.’ 

4.2.1 Context: 

1	  | “The town was living basically on past historical prestige, 
having been the location where the famous King Croesus 
had lived.” (Witherington, 105) 

2	  | Herodotus reveals that although Sardis had never been 
conquered through normal warfare, twice is had been 
captured because the defenders of the city failed to be 
vigilant on their watch!!! (Herodotus 147.91) 

3	  | City was destroyed by earthquake in AD 17 and was still 
indebted to Rome for the rebuilding. 

4	  | The city produced fine clothing products and dyed 
garments. 

4.2.2 Issues to Consider: 

1	  | The Seven Spirits of God 

 

2	  | The Sleeping Church 
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Caird calls the Sardis assembly, “a perfect model of inoffensive 
Christianity.” (Revelation, 48). 

 

 

3	  | Coming “like a thief in the night.” 
(cf. Luke 12:39-40; 1 Thessalonians 5:2-8; 2 Peter 3:10) 

 

 

4	  | The white, unsoiled garments 

 

5	  | Erasing the Name from The Book of Life 

In the OT, the Book of Life refers to the book of “earthly life” (cf. Exodus 
32:32; Psalm 69:28; Isaiah 4:3). Here, however, this is probably a reference 
to the Book of Eternal Life.  

 

4.3 To the Church of Philadelphia 
3:7 “To the angel of the church in Philadelphia write the following:  

“This is the solemn pronouncement of the Holy One, the True 
One, who holds the key of David, who opens doors no one can 
shut, and shuts doors no one can open:  
 3:8 ‘I know your deeds. (Look! I have put in front of you an 
open door that no one can shut.) I know that you have little 
strength, but you have obeyed my word and have not denied my 
name. 3:9 Listen! I am going to make those people from the 
synagogue of Satan—who say they are Jews yet are not, but are 
lying—Look, I will make them come and bow down at your feet 
and acknowledge that I have loved you.  
 3:10 Because you have kept my admonition to endure 
steadfastly, I will also keep you from the hour of testing that is 
about to come on the whole world to test those who live on the earth. 
3:11 I am coming soon. Hold on to what you have so that no one 
can take away your crown.  
 3:12 The one who conquers I will make a pillar in the temple of 
my God, and he will never depart from it. I will write on him the 
name of my God and the name of the city of my God (the New 
Jerusalem that comes down out of heaven from my God), and my 
new name as well.  
3:13 The one who has an ear had better hear what the Spirit says to 
the churches.’ 
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4.3.1 Context: 

1	  | The city was destroyed by the earthquake of A.D. 17 as 
well; it was particularly bad for this city. 

2	  | This city had so many temples it was referred to as “Little 
Athens.” 

3	  | In its prime, this city was a “missionary city” of the Empire, 
extending Greco-Roman culture to the annexed provinces 
of Lydia and Phrygia 

4	  | Being in the center of a vineyard district, Dionysus/Bacchus 
was the city’s favored god.  

4.3.2 Issues to Consider: 

1	  | The Keys of David 

In the Background: Isaiah 22:22, an oracle against Shebna 
Hezekiah’s failed steward who is replaced by Eliakim: 
”I will place the key to the house of David on his shoulder. When 
he opens the door, no one can close it; when he closes the door, no 
one can open it.” 

2	  | The Open Door  

? Opportunity for ministry, particularly missionary work (cf. 1 
Corinthians 16:9; 2 Corinthians 2:12; Colossians 4:3) 

? A doorway into the Eternal City 

 

3	  | The Synagogue of Satan 

 

4	  | Being kept from the hour of testing… 
deliverance from or deliverance through 

 

 

5	  | The hour of testing coming on the whole world… 

This must be the “full-fillment” of what the earlier prophets had revealed 
in terms of the end of days, the end of the age that would be marked by the 
reign of the Lawless One, the Man of Sin, the AntiChrist. 

Daniel 12:1-2 (NASB)  "Now at that time Michael, the great 
prince who stands guard over the sons of your people, will arise. 
And there will be a time of distress such as never occurred since there 
was a nation until that time; and at that time your people, everyone 
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who is found written in the book, will be rescued. 2 "Many of those 
who sleep in the dust of the ground will awake, these to everlasting 
life, but the others to disgrace and everlasting contempt. 

Mark 13:19 (NASB)  "For those days will be a time of 
tribulation such as has not occurred since the beginning of the 
creation which God created until now, and never will. 

2 Thessalonians 2:1-4 (NASB) Now we request you, brethren, with 
regard to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering 
together to Him, 2 that you not be quickly shaken from your 
composure or be disturbed either by a spirit or a message or a letter 
as if from us, to the effect that the day of the Lord has come. 3 Let 
no one in any way deceive you, for it will not come unless the 
apostasy comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the 
son of destruction, 4 who opposes and exalts himself above every 
so-called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the 
temple of God, displaying himself as being God. 

>|  This “hour” is “full-filled” 3 ½ Years of the Reign of 
Antichrist in Revelation 13:5-10 
Revelation 13:5 (NASB) There was given to him a mouth 
speaking arrogant words and blasphemies, and authority to act for 
forty-two months was given to him. 

6	  | “…to test those who live upon the Earth…” 

In the rest of this book, “those who live upon the Earth” are particularly 
those who are enemies of Christ and His people (cf. 6:10; 8:13; 11:10; 13:8, 
14; 17:8). 

 

7	  | Being a pillar 

 

8	  | The Names of Blessing 

 

4.4 To the Church at Laodicea 
3:14 “To the angel of the church in Laodicea write the following:  

“This is the solemn pronouncement of the Amen, the faithful and 
true witness, the originator of God’s creation:  
 3:15 ‘I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. I 
wish you were either cold or hot! 3:16 So because you are 
lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I am going to vomit you out of 
my mouth! 3:17 Because you say, “I am rich and have acquired 
great wealth, and need nothing,” but do not realize that you are 
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wretched, pitiful, poor, blind, and naked, 3:18 take my advice and 
buy gold from me refined by fire so you can become rich! Buy from 
me white clothing so you can be clothed and your shameful 
nakedness will not be exposed, and buy eye salve to put on your 
eyes so you can see!  
 3:19 All those I love, I rebuke and discipline. So be earnest and 
repent!  
 3:20 Listen! I am standing at the door and knocking! If anyone 
hears my voice and opens the door I will come into his home and 
share a meal with him, and he with me. 3:21 I will grant the one 
who conquers permission to sit with me on my throne, just as I too 
conquered and sat down with my Father on his throne.  
3:22 The one who has an ear had better hear what the Spirit says to 
the churches.’” 

4.4.1 Context: 

1	  | Strabo (12.8.20) says that this town was well known for its 
banks; it was also known as the wealthiest city in Phrygia. 

“The most striking indication of the city’s wealth is that following 
the devastating earthquake of AD 60 the city was rebuilt without 
financial aid from Rome. Tacitus wrote, “Laodicea arose from the 
ruins by the strength of her own resources, and with no help from 
us” (Ann. xiv.27).”  (Mounce, Revelation, 123) 

2	  | The city was also well known for its medical school that 
was connected to the temple of Men Carou. Laodicea was 
known for two medicinal ointments: one from spice nard 
for the ears, the other an eye-salve made from Phrygian 
powder and oil.  

3	  | The major problem at Laodicea was water supply; it had to 
be ported in from nearby Denizli. 

4	  | Paul had written this church a letter, but it has been since 
lost (cf. Colossians 4:16). 
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4.4.2 Issues to Consider: 

1	  | The “Amen, the faithful and true witness” 

Isaiah 65:16 "Because he who is blessed in the earth Will be blessed 
by the God of truth (amen in Hebrew); And he who swears in the 
earth Will swear by the God of truth (amen in Hebrew); Because 
the former troubles are forgotten, And because they are hidden 
from My sight! 

2	  | “the Originator of God’s creation…” 

This description may be alluding to Paul’s letter to the Colossians which 
was to be sent to the Laodicean assemblies as well (Colossians 4:16). In 
Colossians 1 and 2 the preexistence and preeminence of Christ is 
expounded in some of the most glorious writing of the New Testament: 

Colossians 1:15-18 
He is the image of the invisible God, | 
 the firstborn over all creation,  
16  for all things in heaven and on earth were created by him  
 - all things, whether visible or invisible,  
 whether thrones or dominions,  
 whether principalities or powers -  
 all things were created through him and for him.  
17 He himself is before all things  
 and all things are held together in him.  
18 He is the head of the body, the church,  
 as well as the beginning,  
 the firstborn from among the dead,  
 so that he himself may become first in all things. 

3	  | What is “lukewarm”? 

“The weakness of the city, however, was its lack of good water 
supply (Strabo 13.4.14). Six miles away Hieropolis had its hot 
medicinal springs, and there was also pure water in Colossae. Just 
across from Laodicea the hot springs went over limestone cliffs and 
became lukewarm and brackish. Anyone drinking it would spit it 
out.”   (Witherington, Revelation, 107) 

“the adjectives ‘hot,’ ‘cold,’ and ‘lukewarm’ are not taken to be 
describing the spiritual fervor (or lack of it) of people. The contrast 
is between the hot medicinal waters of Hierapolis and the cold, 
pure waters from Colossae. Thus the church in Laodicea ‘was 
providing neither refreshment for the spiritually weary, nor healing 
for the spiritually sick. It was totally ineffective, thus distasteful to 
the Lord.’”  (Mounce, Revelation, 125) 
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>|  The idea here is probably that this assembly had become 
completely self-sufficient and therefore sickeningly and totally 
useless to Christ. 

 

 

4	  | Striking at the source of Pride: 
Money, Medicine and Clothing  

 

 

5	  | The Reality of Divine Discipline 
(Cf. Proverbs 3:11-12; Hebrews 12:5-6)  

 

 

6	  | Repent! 

 

 

7	  | “…I stand at the door and knock…” 

 

 

8	  | Sharing a meal :: Table Fellowship 
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5. The Vision of the Heavenly Temple 

“John is now swept up in the Spirit to the very door of Heaven. 
There he beholds a vision of a sovereign God in full command of 
the course of human affairs as they move swiftly to their 
denouement. On the plane of history the church appears unable to 
resist the might of hostile worldly powers, but the course of history 
is not determined by political power but by God enthroned and 
active. At his appointed time the scroll of destiny is to be handed to 
the Lamb, who himself will open the seals, bring history to a close, 
and usher in the eternal state. The great throne room vision of 
chapters 4 and 5 serves to remind believers living in the shadow of 
impending persecution that an omnipotent and omniscient God is 
still in control.”  (Mounce, Revelation, 131) 

5.1 “. . . As it is in Heaven” 
4:1 AFTER THESE THINGS I LOOKED, and there was a door standing open in 

heaven! And the first voice I had heard speaking to me like a trumpet said: 

“Come up here so that I can show you what must happen after these 

things.” 4:2 Immediately I was in the Spirit, and a throne was standing in 

heaven with someone seated on it! 4:3 And the one seated on it was like 

jasper and carnelian in appearance, and a rainbow looking like it was made 

of emerald encircled the throne.  

1	  | The Door Standing Open 

 

2	  | Heaven, not Heavens 

“Texts such as Revelation 4.6, 12.7, and 13.1 suggest (to some) 
that this cannot be heaven since the symbols of evil are present. 
This, however, is to forget that in apocalyptic literature there is an 
open heaven from which evil things are certainly within God’s 
purview and control. The point of mentioning evil in God’s throne 
room is in order to insist on his sovereignty over it… God and His 
Son reign, and the major message of the throne room vision is that 
God is in his heaven and ruling, no matter what the earthly 
appearances of things may suggests.” 
   (Witherington, Revelation, 115) 

>>The sea like glass in 4:6 is being compared by the commentators to 
Revelation 21:1, where the sea is a symbol for evil. 



36	   TSF	  |	  2007	  |	  The	  Revelation	  of	  Jesus	  Christ	  	  

 

3	  | The Heavenly Court in Context 

“…John’s portrayal of the throne room scene owes something to 
both the [Ancient Near East] throne room scenes but more 
pertinently to Roman scenes of the enthroned Emperor surrounded 
by his council and holding an open scroll in his hand. The hymns 
that emanate from the throne room in heaven can be seen in the 
light of hymnic acclamations and acts of bowing down before the 
Emperor not only in the Roman court but also the imperial cult in 
Asia, where a statue of the Emperor might have obeisance done 
before it. The scenes in Revelation 4-5 then become John’s 
rhetorical means of offering an alternative vision of who is really in 
charge of the world…”  (Witherington, Revelation, 113) 

4	  | “In the Spirit” 

 

5	  | “What MUST happen” > The Issue of Determinism 

There are many who study and present the Book of Revelation with 
a focus on determining “when” the events described will take place. 
The central concern of the book, however, is not in giving us a 
“divine timetable” of events but in showing us the certainty of what 
will happen. From John’s perspective, the death, resurrection and 
ascension of Christ are the pivotal and most significant events of 
human history. Revelation simply narrates for us the “summing up 
of all things in Christ” (cf. Ephesians 1:10) as the foreordained 
conclusions that flow from Jesus’ self-sacrificial and atoning work 
already finished in history.  

6	  | After these things… a time yet future. 

 

7	  | The Throne and One sitting on it 

“The One seated upon the throne of heaven does not appear in 
human form but is portrayed as the brilliance of light reflected 
from precious stones.”  (Mounce, Revelation, 134) 

Psalms 104:1-2 
Praise the LORD, O my soul! 
O LORD my God, you are magnificent. 
You are robed in splendor and majesty.  
2 He covers himself with light as if it were a garment. 
He stretches out the skies like a tent curtain,… 

Ezekiel 1:26-28 
Above the platform over their heads was something like a sapphire 
shaped like a throne. High above on the throne was a form that 
appeared to be a man. 27 I saw an amber glow like a fire enclosed 
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all around from his waist up. From his waist down I saw something 
that looked like fire. There was a brilliant light around it, 28 like 
the appearance of a rainbow in the clouds after the rain. This was 
the appearance of the surrounding brilliant light; it looked like the 
glory of the LORD. When I saw it, I threw myself face down, and I 
heard a voice speaking. 

1 Timothy 6:16 He alone possesses immortality and 
lives in unapproachable light, whom no human has ever seen or is 
able to see. To him be honor and eternal power! Amen. 

 

4:4 In a circle around the throne were twenty-four other thrones, and 

seated on those thrones were twenty-four elders. They were dressed in 

white clothing and had golden crowns on their heads.  

8	  | Who are these Elders? 
 
1) God’s Heavenly (Angelic) Council (Cf. 1 Kings 22:19ff. 
or 2 Chronicles 18:18ff) 
 
2) The Saints Enthroned in Heaven, 
 
3) The 12 Apostles and the 12 Patriarchs (Cf. Revelation 
21:12ff) 
 
4) The Whole People of God – Jew and Gentile, united 
 
5) A figurative expression, representing 24 hours of the day 
as continual worship.  

It seems to me that a key to the identification of these elders is 
found it the song that they sing in 4:11 which praises God first for 
his creative work. In Job we read, 

>>Job 38:4-7 "Where were you when I laid the 
foundation of the earth? Tell me, if you possess understanding! 5 
Who set its measurements if you know or who stretched a 
measuring line across it? 6 On what were its bases set, or who laid 
its cornerstone 7 when the morning stars sang in chorus, and all the 
sons of God shouted for joy?” 

The song of these Elders in 5:9 seems to distinguish them from 
those who have been redeemed by the blood of the Lamb. If these 
are angelic elders, part of God’s priestly ruling court, then they 
might be the pattern that the 24 courses of priestly and Levitical 
orders in the OT (cf. 1 Chronicles 2:4; 25:9-13). This would be 
appropriate since the earthly Temple was made according to the 
pattern of things in Heaven.  
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>|  These elders worship God (5:14, 11:16, 19:4), speak and 
interpret John’s visions (5:5, 7:13ff.), and once present the 
prayers of the Saints (5:8). 

4:5 From the throne came out flashes of lightning and roaring and crashes 

of thunder. Seven flaming torches, which are the seven spirits of God, were 

burning in front of the throne 4:6a and in front of the throne was 

something like a sea of glass, like crystal.  

9	  | Recalling Sinai 

10	  | The Seven Torches and Spirits 

“The burning lamps before the throne are said to be the seven 
spirits, again the angelic representatives of the churches keeping 
the churches’ fires burning, in part by returning and being in the 
presence of God.”  (Witherington, Revelation, 117) 

11	  | The Crystal Sea 

>>Again the Psalm 104 may be in the background here: 

Psalms 104:3 
He lays the beams of his chambers on the waters;  
he makes the clouds his chariot;  
he rides on the wings of the wind; 

>>Some have seen this as a reference to the Creation and the 
dividing of the waters of Creation: 

Genesis 1:6-7 And God said, "Let there be an 
expanse in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters 
from the waters." 7 And God made the expanse and separated the 
waters that were under the expanse from the waters that were 
above the expanse. And it was so. 

>>Also, the vision from Ezekiel is paralleled here: 

Ezekiel 1:22-25 Over the heads of the living creatures 
there was the likeness of an expanse, shining like awe-inspiring 
crystal, spread out above their heads. 23 And under the expanse their 
wings were stretched out straight, one toward another. And each 
creature had two wings covering its body. 24 And when they went, 
I heard the sound of their wings like the sound of many waters, like 
the sound of the Almighty, a sound of tumult like the sound of an 
army. When they stood still, they let down their wings. 25 And 
there came a voice from above the expanse over their heads. When 
they stood still, they let down their wings. 
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>|  It is interesting to note that in Hebrew the word for water – 
mayim – is related to the word for heavens – shamayim.  

 

4:6b In the middle of the throne and around the throne were four living 

creatures full of eyes in front and in back. 4:7 The first living creature was 

like a lion, the second creature like an ox, the third creature had a face like 

a man’s, and the fourth creature looked like an eagle flying. 4:8 Each one of 

the four living creatures had six wings and was full of eyes all around and 

inside. They never rest day or night, saying: “Holy Holy Holy is the Lord 

God, the All-Powerful, Who was and who is, and who is coming!” 

12	  | The Living Creatures 
(Cf. Ezekiel 1, Isaiah 6) 

Ezekiel 1:4-14  As I looked, behold, a stormy wind 
came out of the north, and a great cloud, with brightness around it, 
and fire flashing forth continually, and in the midst of the fire, as it 
were gleaming metal. 5 And from the midst of it came the likeness 
of four living creatures. And this was their appearance: they had a 
human likeness, 6 but each had four faces, and each of them had 
four wings. 7 Their legs were straight, and the soles of their feet 
were like the sole of a calf's foot. And they sparkled like burnished 
bronze.  
 8 Under their wings on their four sides they had human hands. 
And the four had their faces and their wings thus: 9 their wings 
touched one another. Each one of them went straight forward, 
without turning as they went. 10 As for the likeness of their faces, 
each had a human face. The four had the face of a lion on the right 
side, the four had the face of an ox on the left side, and the four 
had the face of an eagle. 11 Such were their faces. And their wings 
were spread out above. Each creature had two wings, each of which 
touched the wing of another, while two covered their bodies.  
 12 And each went straight forward. Wherever the spirit would 
go, they went, without turning as they went. 13 As for the likeness 
of the living creatures, their appearance was like burning coals of 
fire, like the appearance of torches moving to and fro among the 
living creatures. And the fire was bright, and out of the fire went 
forth lightning. 14 And the living creatures darted to and fro, like 
the appearance of a flash of lightning. 

Isaiah 6:1-7 In the year that King Uzziah died I 
saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up; and the 
train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him stood the seraphim. 
Each had six wings: with two he covered his face, and with two he 
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covered his feet, and with two he flew. 3 And one called to another 
and said: "Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; the whole earth is 
full of his glory!" 4 And the foundations of the thresholds shook at 
the voice of him who called, and the house was filled with smoke. 5 
And I said: "Woe is me! For I am lost; for I am a man of unclean 
lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; for my 
eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts!" 6 Then one of the 
seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a burning coal that he had 
taken with tongs from the altar. 7 And he touched my mouth and 
said: "Behold, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away, 
and your sin atoned for." 

“The mightiest of birds is the eagle, the mightiest among the 
domestic animals the ox, the mightiest among wild animals is the 
lion, and the mightiest of all these is a human being. God has taken 
all these and secured them to His throne.” 
(A Rabbinic saying, quoted by G. R. Beasley Murray in The Book of 
Revelation, 117)  

 

4:9 And whenever the living creatures give glory, honor, and thanks to the 

one who sits on the throne, who lives forever and ever, 4:10 the twenty-

four elders throw themselves to the ground before the one who sits on the 

throne and worship the one who lives forever and ever, and they offer their 

crowns before his throne, saying: 

 4:11 “You are worthy, our Lord and God, 

 to receive glory and honor and power, 

 since you created all things, 

 and because of your will they existed and were created!”  

13	  | “Worthy art thou…” 

“…the first words of the hymn are taken from the political 
language of the day: “Worthy art thou” greeted the entrance of the 
emperor in triumphal procession, and “our Lord and God” was 
introduced into the cult of emperor worship by Domitian (cf. 
Suetonius, Dom. 13). For the Christian only the One upon the 
heavenly throne is worthy: the claims of all others are 
blasphemous.”   (Mounce, Revelation, 140) 

14	  | The Priority of Worship, First and Last 

God is praised for his creative works, because in His creation, His 
sovereignty is established. Heaven and Earth were created by God 
and they belong to Him. The amazing thing is that He actually 
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shares part of His ruling responsibility with those that He has 
created!!! 

15	  | Created by God’s will, for God. 

 

5.2 The Opening of the Scroll of Destiny 

1	  | Parallels in the Visions 

CHAPTER 4 | GOD GLORIFIED CHAPTER 5 | LAMB GLORIFIED 

God’s Glory | 4:2-8 The Lamb’s Glory | 5:5-7 

Worship of God | 4:8-11 Worship of the Lamb | 5:8-12 

 >First Hymn of Praise | 4:8  >First Hymn of Praise | 5:9-10 

 >Narrative | 4:9-10  >Narrative | 5:11-12 

 >Second Hymn of Praise | 4:11  >Second Hymn of Praise | 5:12 

 

5:1 Then I saw in the right hand of the one who was seated on the throne a 

scroll written on the front and back and sealed with seven seals. 5:2 And I 

saw a powerful angel proclaiming in a loud voice: “Who is worthy to open 

the scroll and to break its seals?” 5:3 But no one in heaven or on earth or 

under the earth was able to open the scroll or look into it. 5:4 So I began 

weeping bitterly because no one was found who was worthy to open the 

scroll or to look into it. 5:5 Then one of the elders said to me, “Stop 

weeping! Look, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the root of David, has 

conquered; thus he can open the scroll and its seven seals.” 

2	  | The Scroll of Destiny 

“The idea of a heavenly book containing the future course of 
history is reflected in such passages as Psalm 139:16, ‘In thy book 
were written every one of them, the days that were formed for me, 
when as yet there was none of them.’ In Jewish apocalyptic we read 
of ‘heavenly tablets’ which contain ‘all the deeds of men…that will 
be upon the earth to the remotest generations’ (1 Enoch 81:1-2; cf. 
also 47:3; 106:19; 107:1).  (Mounce, Revelation, 142) 

3	  | Who is Worthy? 

Genesis 49:9-10  You are a lion's cub, Judah, from the 
prey, my son, you have gone up. He crouches and lies down like a 
lion; like a lioness who will rouse him? 10 The scepter will not 
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depart from Judah, nor the ruler's staff from between his feet, until he 
comes to whom it belongs; the nations will obey him. 

Romans 15:12 And again Isaiah says, "The root of 
Jesse will come, and the one who rises to rule over the Gentiles, in him 
will the Gentiles hope." (cf. Isaiah 11:1ff.) 

 

5:6 Then I saw standing in the middle of the throne and of the four living 

creatures, and in the middle of the elders, a Lamb that appeared to have 

been killed. He had seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven spirits 

of God sent out into all the earth. 5:7 Then he came and took the scroll 

from the right hand of the one who was seated on the throne, 5:8 and when 

he had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders 

threw themselves to the ground before the Lamb. Each of them had a harp 

and golden bowls full of incense (which are the prayers of the saints). 5:9 

They were singing a new song:  

 “You are worthy to take the scroll 

 and to open its seals 

 because you were killed,  

 and at the cost of your own blood you have purchased for God  

 persons from every tribe, language, people, and nation. 

5:10 You have appointed them as a kingdom and priests  

 to serve our God, and they will reign on the earth.” 

4	  | Quintillian on the Praise of Heroes 

“…what most pleases an audience is the celebration of deeds which 
our hero was the first or only man… to perform… emphasizing 
what was done for the sake of others rather than what he 
performed on his own behalf.”  (Inst. Or. 3.7.16) 

5	  | The Lamb that was slain…victory through sacrifice 

The description of Jesus as “lamb” is used only by John, and in 
Revelation He is referred to in this way 28 times.  

6	  | The Seven Horns and Seven Eyes 

This is probably a symbolic way of referring to Jesus’ perfect power 
and wisdom. 

7	  | The New Song (Psalms 98:1; 33:3; 40:3) 
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Every act of God in salvation and redemption requires the 
imaginative and worshipful creating of a new song of gratitude and 
praise. In this way, the present reality of God’s enduring work is 
kept fresh in the heart and mind.  

8	  | The Lamb is worthy because: 
 
> He was slain, 
> He purchased people for God, 
> He appointed His people a kingdom of Priests. 

9	  | As a Kingdom and Priests 

This is the purpose for which God originally created humankind. 
Israel was offered the opportunity to fulfill this destiny but failed 
because of her faithlessness. Now, in Christ, through His self-
sacrificial work, the original purposes of God are fulfilled. The fact 
that we are part of Christ’s present and active rule – a kingdom – 
speaks to our royalty and power. The fact that we are also priests 
speaks to the reality of exercising this power in service. Thus again 
we see in the revelation of Christ, ruling-power is to be exercised in 
self-sacrificial service.  

5:11 Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels in a circle around 

the throne, as well as the living creatures and the elders. Their number was 

ten thousand times ten thousand —thousands times thousands— 5:12 all 

of whom were singing in a loud voice: 

 “Worthy is the lamb who was killed  

 to receive power and wealth  

 and wisdom and might  

 and honor and glory and praise!” 

10	  | Echoes of David’s farewell prayer at the dedication of the 
Temple: 

1 Chronicles 29:10-20 David praised the LORD before the 
entire assembly: "O LORD God of our father Israel, you deserve 
praise forevermore! 11 O LORD, you are great, mighty, majestic, 
magnificent, glorious, and sovereign over all the sky and earth! You 
have dominion and exalt yourself as the ruler of all. 12 You are the 
source of wealth and honor; you rule over all. You possess strength 
and might to magnify and give strength to all. 13 Now, our God, 
we give thanks to you and praise your majestic name! 14 "But who 
am I and who are my people, that we should be in a position to 
contribute this much? Indeed, everything comes from you, and we 
have simply given back to you what is yours. 15 For we are 
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resident foreigners and nomads in your presence, like all our 
ancestors; our days are like a shadow on the earth, without 
security. 16 O LORD our God, all this wealth, which we have 
collected to build a temple for you to honor your holy name, comes 
from you; it all belongs to you. 17 I know, my God, that you 
examine thoughts and are pleased with integrity. With pure 
motives I contribute all this; and now I look with joy as your 
people who have gathered here contribute to you. 18 O LORD God 
of our ancestors Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, maintain the motives 
of your people and keep them devoted to you. 19 Make my son 
Solomon willing to obey your commands, rules, and regulations, 
and to complete building the palace for which I have made 
preparations." 20 David told the entire assembly: "Praise the LORD 
your God!" So the entire assembly praised the LORD God of their 
ancestors; they bowed down and stretched out flat on the ground 
before the LORD and the king. 

11	  | Honor, Glory and Praise… 

“[Praise is] the inevitable climax of it all… it is the one gift that we 
who have nothing can give to Him who possesses all.”  
  (Barclay, The Revelation of John, I:227) 

 

5:13 Then I heard every creature—in heaven, on earth, under the earth, in 

the sea, and all that is in them—singing:  

 “To the one seated on the throne and to the Lamb 

 be praise, honor, glory, and ruling power forever and ever!” 

5:14 And the four living creatures were saying “Amen,” and the elders 

threw themselves to the ground and worshiped. 

12	  | An Enthronement Ceremony…Almost 

“We seem to have in this chapter a throne room vision that 
parallels the stages of a coronation ceremony in antiquity – there is 
the announcement, the exaltation, and enthronement of the king.” 
   (Witherington, Revelation, 122) 
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6. The Seven Seals (6:1-8:5) 

“… the throne room vision of chapters 4 and 5 sets the stage for 
the opening of the scroll with its sequence of seals, trumpets, and 
bowls (chaps. 6-16)…. As each seal is removed we are introduced 
to a series of preliminary judgments representing forces operative 
throughout history by means of which the redemptive and judicial 
purposes of God are being carried out prior to the end.” 
 (emphasis mine, Mounce, Revelation, 151) 

6.1 The Structure of Revelation 

6.1.1 The Prophetic-Literary Approach 
This view treats the book as a series of visions like the prophetic 
oracles of the Old Testament. Each of the visions (oracles) is self-
contained and to some degree independent of the other visions but 
fit together in a narrative framework. In other words, each of the 
visions are smaller stories, or chapters, within the larger framework 
of Revelation as a whole. 
 The structural key to dividing the book according to these 
visions is given in the phrase “Now after these things I looked…” or 
as in the final instance, “Now After these things I heard…” 

1 THE THINGS WHICH HAVE BEEN… 

2-3 THE THINGS WHICH ARE… 

4-22 THE THINGS WHICH MUST SOON TAKE PLACE… 

4:1-6:17 After these things… The Lamb and the Scroll of Destiny 

7:1-8 After these things… The Sealing of the 144,000 of Israel 

7:9-15:4 After these things… The Innumerable Multitude and the Great War 

15:5-17:18 After these things… The Wrath of God Arrives 

18:1-24 After these things… The Final Fall of Babylon the Great 

19:1-22:21 After these things… The Return of the King and the Renovation 

6.1.2 The Recapitulation or Progressive Parallelism Approach 
This view divides Revelation into seven sections which run parallel 
to one another, each time telling the story of the church and the 
world from the time of Christ’s first coming to the time of his 
Return. In other words, Revelation is telling the same story over 
and over, each time from a different angle and with minimal 
narrative development. 
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1-3 The Seven Churches of the “timeless Church” 

4-7 The Suffering Church Victorious in Christ 

8-11 The Church Avenged and Victorious in Christ 

12-14 Jesus Versus the Devil and His Beasts 

15-16 The Final Visitation of God’s Wrath 

17-19 The World Versus the Kingdom of Christ 

20-22 The Final Triumph of Christ and the Church 

6.2 The Content of the Seals 
There are significant parallels between Revelation 6 and Jesus’ teaching on 
these issues in Mark 13. 

MARK 13:7ff., 24f. REVELATION 6 

1. Wars 1. Wars 

2. International strife 2. International Strife 

3. Earthquakes 3. Famine 

4. Famines 4. Pestilence (= Death and 
Hades) 

5. Persecutions 5. Persecutions 

6. Eclipses of the sun and moon, falling of 
the stars, shaking of the powers of heaven 

6 Earthquakes, eclipse of the 
sun, ensanguining of the moon, 
falling of the stars, men calling 
on the rocks to fall on them, 
shaking of the powers of the 
heaven 

6.2.1 The First Seal: Conquest  
6:1 I looked on when the Lamb opened one of the seven seals, and I heard 

one of the four living creatures saying with a thunderous voice, “Come!” 

6:2 So I looked, and here came a white horse! The one who rode it had a 

bow, and he was given a crown, and as a conqueror he rode out to 

conquer. 

>|  In the Background:  

>The Horsemen of Zechariah 1:8-17 and 6:1-8 

> In John’s time the archers of Parthia were renowned. White was 
their sacred color, they were famous for their horses (all of their 
armies included some white sacred horses), they had been 
victorious over Rome already in AD 52, and Jewish writers 
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expected the Parthians to play a role in the final, eschatological 
downfall of Rome. (cf. Witherington, 133) 

 

6.2.2 The Second Seal: Bloodshed 
6:3 Then when the Lamb opened the second seal, I heard the second living 

creature saying, “Come!” 6:4 And another horse, fiery red, came out, and 

the one who rode it was granted permission to take peace from the earth, so 

that people would butcher one another, and he was given a huge sword. 

>|  Given Permission > Who is in Control? 

6.2.3 The Third Seal: Famine 
6:5 Then when the Lamb opened the third seal I heard the third living 

creature saying, “Come!” So I looked, and here came a black horse! The 

one who rode it had a balance scale in his hand. 6:6 Then I heard 

something like a voice from among the four living creatures saying, “A 

quart of wheat will cost a day’s pay and three quarts of barley will cost a 

day’s pay. But do not damage the olive oil and the wine!” 

>|  In the Background: 

“During the siege of Jerusalem, Titus gave explicit orders not to 
destroy the oil and wine because he wanted those luxuries to be 
enjoyed by the rich, who can afford them even in times of want. 
The black horse states the hard facts of the matter, that the harsh 
inequalities in distribution of the necessities of life are exacerbated 
in situations of dire need. God’s judgment on this injustice follows 
in subsequent chapters.” (A. Boesak, Comfort and Protest, 64) 

6.2.4 The Fourth Seal: Death and Hades 
6:7 Then when the Lamb opened the fourth seal I heard the voice of the 

fourth living creature saying, “Come!” 6:8 So I looked and here came a pale 

green horse! The name of the one who rode it was Death, and Hades 

followed right behind. They were given authority over a fourth of the earth, 

to kill its population with the sword, famine, and disease, and by the wild 

animals of the earth. 

>|  Pale green (chloros) – the color of death 
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>|  Ezekiel 14:21 

Ezekiel 14:21 "For this is what the sovereign LORD 
says: How much worse will it be when I send my four terrible 
judgments - sword, famine, wild animals, and plague - to Jerusalem 
to kill both people and animals! 

 

6.2.5 The Fifth Seal: The Pleas of the Martyrs 
6:9 Now when the Lamb opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the 

souls of those who had been violently killed because of the word of God 

and because of the testimony they had given. 6:10 They cried out with a 

loud voice, “How long, Sovereign Master, holy and true, before you judge 

those who live on the earth and avenge our blood?” 6:11 Each of them was 

given a long white robe and they were told to rest for a little longer, until 

the full number was reached of both their fellow servants and their 

brothers who were going to be killed just as they had been. 

>|  In the Background: 

“In the OT ritual sacrifice the blood of the bullock was poured out 
at the base of the altar of burnt offering (Leviticus 4:7; Exodus 
29:12). This blood contained the life, or soul, of the flesh (Leviticus 
17:11). That the souls of the martyrs were underneath the altar is a 
way of saying that their untimely deaths on earth are from God’s 
perspective a sacrifice on the altar of heaven.” (Mounce, 157) 

>|  How long, O Lord… 

“Through centuries of oppression the cry, How long? has 
constantly risen to Heaven. “How long shall the wicked exult?” 
asks the Psalmist (94:3). “How long shall I cry for help,” asks the 
prophet, “and thou wilt not hear?” (Hab. 1:2). Vindication, not 
bitter revenge, is the theme.”  (Mounce, 159) 

>|  Until the full number is reached… 

 

6.2.6 The Sixth Seal: The Shaking of Creation 
6:12 Then I looked when the Lamb opened the sixth seal, and a huge 

earthquake took place; the sun became as black as sackcloth made of hair, 

and the full moon became blood red; 6:13 and the stars in the sky fell to 

the earth like a fig tree dropping its unripe figs when shaken by a fierce 
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wind. 6:14 The sky was split apart like a scroll being rolled up, and every 

mountain and island was moved from its place. 6:15 Then the kings of the 

earth, the very important people, the generals, the rich, the powerful, and 

everyone, slave and free, hid themselves in the caves and among the rocks 

of the mountains. 6:16 They said to the mountains and to the rocks, “Fall 

on us and hide us from the face of the one who is seated on the throne and from 

the wrath of the Lamb, 6:17 because the great day of their wrath has come, and 

who is able to withstand it?”  

>|  THE End… 

This brings us to the end of creation as we now know it. 

The earthquake mentioned here and in 11:19 and 16:18 seems to 
also be the seventh trumpet and seventh bowl!  

See also Isaiah 34:4; Ezekiel 38:19; Joel 2:10; Amos 8:8; Haggai 2:6. 

The events of this passage occur together in Jesus’ teaching in the 
Olivet Discourse as immediately preceding His Return (Mark 
13:24ff). See also Joel 2:10, 30-31; Isaiah 13:9ff., 2:10ff., 34:4, 
Ezekiel 32:7-8, Hosea 10:8. 

Mark 13:7-8 When you hear of wars and rumors of 
wars, do not be alarmed. These things must happen, but the end is 
still to come. 8 For nation will rise up in arms against nation, and 
kingdom against kingdom. There will be earthquakes in various 
places, and there will be famines. These are but the beginning of 
birth pains. 

>|  All those who might normally feel secure in this world are 
completely undone by this end. 

>|  The reality of God’s Wrath: 

God’s wrath is a fundamental theme in Bible. It is both a present 
(Romans 1:18) and a future (Revelation 19:15) reality. God is not 
throwing a tantrum in His wrath, nor is He being vindictive. God’s 
wrath is simply the righteous response required by His holiness 
and His love of all that is true, good and glorious. When humanity, 
in its desire for sin and corruption, rejects all that God loves, He 
gives them exactly what they want. The present wrath of God – 
turning people over to their sin - and even His future wrath seen in 
Revelation is used first to call sinners to repentance, to give them a 
little taste of what eternity will be like without Him.  
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6.3 A Vision of the People of God 

6.3.1 The Sealing of the 144,000 

>|  Tune in next week… 

As in all great narratives, the “plot” of Revelation is given suspense 
and tension through the use of “cliffhangers.” Just when we expect 
to see the opening of the Seventh Seal and the final events of 
history, we get the vision of the sealing of the 144,000. This builds 
tension and keeps the “story” moving forward.  
 This material is clearly associated with the 6th seal as it reveals 
the answer to the question of the unredeemed who fearfully cry 
out, “Who is able to stand the Day of His judgment?” The 144,000 
and the innumerable multitude in this chapter show us where true 
security is found and they serve as foil - a contrast to the wicked at 
the end of chapter 6. 

7:1 AFTER THIS I SAW four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, 

holding back the four winds of the earth so no wind could blow on the 

earth, on the sea, or on any tree. 7:2 Then I saw another angel ascending 

from the east, who had the seal of the living God. He shouted out with a 

loud voice to the four angels who had been given permission to damage the 

earth and the sea: 7:3 “Do not damage the earth or the sea or the trees until 

we have put a seal on the foreheads of the servants of our God.” 7:4 Now I 

heard the number of those who were marked with a seal, one hundred and 

forty-four thousand, sealed from all the tribes of the people of Israel: 7:5 

From the tribe of Judah, twelve thousand were sealed, from the tribe of 

Reuben, twelve thousand, from the tribe of Gad, twelve thousand, 7:6 from 

the tribe of Asher, twelve thousand, from the tribe of Naphtali, twelve 

thousand, from the tribe of Manasseh, twelve thousand, 7:7 from the tribe 

of Simeon, twelve thousand, from the tribe of Levi, twelve thousand, from 

the tribe of Issachar, twelve thousand, 7:8 from the tribe of Zebulun, 

twelve thousand, from the tribe of Joseph, twelve thousand, from the tribe 

of Benjamin, twelve thousand were sealed.  

>|  The Four Angels and the Four Winds 

In Apocalyptic literature, the “four winds” often represent the 
power of destruction. In Daniel 7:2 the four winds blow on the sea 
and the terrible beasts arise to destroy and conquer. In Jeremiah 
49:36 the four winds bear the fierce wrath of the LORD to Elam. 



TSF	  |	  2007	  |	  The	  Revelation	  of	  Jesus	  Christ	   51	  

 

Here, the angels that control these winds hold them back so that 
the 144,000 can be spared.  

>|  The Sealing 

This recalls the Passover and perhaps Ezekiel 9:3-6. In this passage 
it is interesting to note that the instruction is given to place the 
Hebrew letter tau on the forehead which was written as an X or a +.  

In the Bible, sealing expresses 1) ownership (2 Timothy 2:19) and 
2) security (Ephesians 4:30).  

>|  Who are the 144,000? 

OPTION 1: The Full Number of the Redeemed (Jew and Gentile) 

Most modern commentators take the view that this is the symbolic 
representation of all of God’s redeemed people, Jew and Gentile 
united in the Body of Christ. But even Beasley-Murray makes an 
incredible statement about the arbitrary nature of this judgment: 

“It is freely to be admitted that the contrast between the 
representations of the Church in verses 1-8 and 9-14 is unexpected, 
not to say violent. For it is hardly a natural procedure to list with 
such precision the members of a defined company of people, consisting 
of the component tribes of a single nation, and then go on to identify 
them with an innumerable host drawn from every nation under heaven. 
And even when we grant the obvious symbolism in the number 
144,000 — made up of twelve tribes, each characterized by twelve 
multiplied by 1,000 — it remains that verses 4-8 provide an 
unusual description of the Church. Indeed, it is hard to resist the 
conclusion that in the first instance it was never meant to apply to the 
Church.”  (Beasley-Murray, Revelation, 140-141) 

OPTION 2: National Israel (NOT Gentiles) set apart for the 
Fulfillment of the Promises of Salvation 

This view works on two basic (and unpopular) presuppositions: 1) 
Ethnic or National Israel is NOT to be identified with the Church, 
and 2) Israel as a nation still has a place in God’s plans distinct 
from His plans for the church. The interpretation of Romans 9-11 
is critical for this issue: 

Romans 11:25-29 For I do not want you, brethren, to be 
uninformed of this mystery--so that you will not be wise in your 
own estimation--that a partial hardening has happened to Israel 
until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in; 26 and so all Israel will 
be saved; just as it is written,  
"THE DELIVERER WILL COME FROM ZION,  
HE WILL REMOVE UNGODLINESS FROM JACOB."  
27 "THIS IS MY COVENANT WITH THEM,  
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WHEN I TAKE AWAY THEIR SINS."  
28 From the standpoint of the gospel they are enemies for your 
sake, but from the standpoint of God's choice they are beloved for 
the sake of the fathers; 29 for the gifts and the calling of God are 
irrevocable. 

Paul seems to believe that Israel, as a nation, will be redeemed in 
the future. This redemption of Israel will bring about the 
consummation of all things. Now, in our present age, Israel is in 
rebellion against God and rejects the Gospel of Christ. In the time 
of the Tribulation, it is my view that God will turn again to Israel to 
complete His promises to her and thus bring history to a close: 

Romans 11:15  For if their rejection is the reconciliation of the 
world, what will their acceptance be but life from the dead? 

In this verse, it seems clear that Paul envisions a time yet future to 
him and still yet future to us when the nation of Israel, those Jews 
who are now rejecting Christ, will come to faith, accept Christ, and 
be “grafted” back in to the promises they are now forfeiting by 
rejection of their Messiah Jesus. 

>|  The Name of the Tribes: 

There is no standard way of naming the tribes even in the Hebrew 
Scriptures. Here we might take note of a couple of peculiarities: 1) 
Judah is mentioned first before Reuben the first born, probably 
because Jesus is from the tribe of Judah, 2) Manasseh, one of 
Joseph’s sons is included, and 3) Dan is excluded probably due to 
its close association with idolatry. Even amongst the chosen tribes, 
we see God’s sovereign choice at work, ordering things for His 
purposes.  

6.3.2 The Innumerable Multitude 
7:9 AFTER THESE THINGS I LOOKED, and here was an enormous crowd that 

no one could count, made up of persons from every nation, tribe, people, 

and language, standing before the throne and before the Lamb dressed in 

long white robes, and with palm branches in their hands. 7:10 They were 

shouting out in a loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God, to the one seated 

on the throne, and to the Lamb!” 

7:11 And all the angels stood there in a circle around the throne and 

around the elders and the four living creatures, and they threw themselves 

down with their faces to the ground before the throne and worshiped God, 
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7:12 saying, “Amen! Praise and glory, and wisdom and thanksgiving, and 

honor and power and strength be to our God for ever and ever. Amen!” 

7:13 Then one of the elders asked me, “These dressed in long white 

robes—who are they and where have they come from?” 7:14 So I said to 

him, “My lord, you know the answer.” Then he said to me, “These are the 

ones who have come out of the great tribulation. They have washed their 

robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb! 7:15 For this reason 

they are before the throne of God, and they serve him day and night in his 

temple, and the one seated on the throne will shelter them. 7:16 They will 

never go hungry or be thirsty again, and the sun will not beat down on 

them, nor any burning heat, 7:17 because the Lamb in the middle of the 

throne will shepherd them and lead them to springs of living water, and 

God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”  

>|  Who is this multitude? 

Again, most commentators understand this crowd to be the 
144,000 seen from a different angle. However, this ignores both the 
fact that this is an independent vision structurally – it follows an 
“after these things I saw…” and the group is described in very 
different terms.  
 First this group is from every nation, tribe, people and tongue 
which indicates they have come from all nations. Secondly, they 
have specifically come out of the Great Tribulation. 
 It seems to me best to take these visions at face value: the 
144,000 represent the people of national Israel restored to the 
promises, whereas this uncountable group is gentiles who come to 
faith during the Tribulation. Thus, God is showing that even in the 
face of His impending wrath, His saving grace knows no limits and 
there is still the hope of salvation. 

>|  THE Great Tribulation 

Since the definite article is used – THE great tribulation – this 
probably has reference to the final 3 ½ years of the seven years. 
This is the “hour of testing” coming on the whole world which 
Daniel foresaw (Daniel 12:1ff.) and Jesus discussed (Matthew 
24:21ff.; Mark 13:19).  

6.4 The Seventh Seal 
8:1 Now when the Lamb opened the seventh seal there was silence 
in heaven for about half an hour.  
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7. The Beginning of the End 

7.1 The Relationships of the Three Sets Judgments: 

7.1.1 Possible Relationships 

1	  | The Sequential View: 
 
SEALS > TRUMPETS > BOWLS 

2	  | The Parallel View: 
 
> SEALS   > 
> TRUMPETS  > 
> BOWLS  > 

3	  | The “Telescopic” View 

  7th Seal    

   7th Trumpet  

 

 

    

1 2 3 4 5 6   1 2 3 4 5 6   1 2 3 4 5 6 7  THE END 

Seals Trumpets  Bowls  

 

 

    

      

 

7.1.2 Issues to consider: 

1	  | The three sets of Seven Judgments – Seals, Trumpets, Bowls 
– are not precisely chronological. 

2	  | The three sets do build on one another, are overlapped with 
one another, and are also interwoven with one another. 

3	  | Each of the series of seven ends in the same place: the 
culmination of human history right before the return of Christ. 

7.2 The Angelic Preparation 
8:2 Then I saw the seven angels who stand before God, and seven trumpets 

were given to them. 8:3 Another angel holding a golden censer came and 

was stationed at the altar. A large amount of incense was given to him to 

offer up, with the prayers of all the saints, on the golden altar that is before 
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the throne. 8:4 The smoke coming from the incense, along with the prayers 

of the saints, ascended before God from the angel’s hand. 8:5 Then the 

angel took the censer, filled it with fire from the altar, and threw it on the 

earth, and there were crashes of thunder, roaring, flashes of lightning, and 

an earthquake. 8:6 Now the seven angels holding the seven trumpets 

prepared to blow them. 

7.3 The Seven Trumpets 
>>>Much of the imagery in the Trumpets is paralleled in the judgments of 
the Exodus. In both cases these are meant to be seen clearly as Divine 
Judgments - God intervening to call all to repentance before the final 
judgment.  

7.3.1 The First Trumpet: Hail and Fire 
8:7 The first angel blew his trumpet, and there was hail and fire mixed with 

blood, and it was thrown at the earth so that a third of the earth was 

burned up, a third of the trees were burned up, and all the green grass was 

burned up. 

>|  This parallels the Seventh Egyptian Plague: Exodus 9:13-35 

7.3.2 The Second Trumpet: The Burning Mountain 
8:8 Then the second angel blew his trumpet, and something like a great 

mountain of burning fire was thrown into the sea. A third of the sea 

became blood, 8:9 and a third of the creatures living in the sea died, and a 

third of the ships were completely destroyed.  

>|  This (and the next trumpet) parallels the First Egyptian Plague: 
Exodus 7:20-21 

 

7.3.3 The Third Trumpet: The Star Wormwood 
8:10 Then the third angel blew his trumpet, and a huge star burning like a 

torch fell from the sky; it landed on a third of the rivers and on the springs 

of water. 8:11 (Now the name of the star is Wormwood.) So a third of the 

waters became wormwood, and many people died from these waters 

because they had turned bitter. 
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>|  Wormwood is used in the OT as a symbol of divine judgment: 

Jeremiah 9:15 therefore thus says the LORD of 
hosts, the God of Israel, "behold, I will feed them, this people, with 
wormwood and give them poisoned water to drink. 

Jeremiah 23:15 Therefore thus says the LORD of 
hosts concerning the prophets, “Behold, I am going to feed them 
wormwood And make them drink poisonous water, For from the 
prophets of Jerusalem Pollution has gone forth into all the land.” 

7.3.4 The Fourth Trumpet: The Darkness 
8:12 Then the fourth angel blew his trumpet, and a third of the sun was 

struck, and a third of the moon, and a third of the stars, so that a third of 

them were darkened. And there was no light for a third of the day and for a 

third of the night likewise.  

>|  This parallels the Ninth Egyptian Plague: Exodus 10:21-23 

>|  Darkness is especially a sign of God’s Judgment: Isaiah 13:10, 
Amos 5:18, Joel 2:2, Mark 13:24) 

 

 

8:13 Then I looked, and I heard an eagle (vulture?) flying directly 

overhead, proclaiming with a loud voice, “Woe! Woe! Woe to those who live 

on the earth because of the remaining sounds of the trumpets of the three angels 

who are about to blow them!” 

>|  The Vulture Imagery: 

Here the term for “eagle” is used by Jesus in Luke 17:37 where it refers to a 
vulture. The image of the vulture here – a carrion bird – would be much 
more appropriate for the context. If this is to be seen as a vulture and not 
an eagle then a key OT text comes to mind: 

Hosea 8:1 Set the trumpet to your lips!  
One like a vulture is over the house of the LORD, because they have 
transgressed my covenant and rebelled against my law. 
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7.3.5 The Fifth Trumpet: The Opening of the Abyss 
9:1 Then the fifth angel blew his trumpet, and I saw a star that had fallen 

from the sky to the earth, and he was given the key to the shaft of the abyss. 

9:2 He opened the shaft of the abyss and smoke rose out of it like smoke 

from a giant furnace. The sun and the air were darkened with smoke from the 

shaft. 9:3 Then out of the smoke came locusts onto the earth, and they 

were given power like that of the scorpions of the earth. 9:4 They were told 

not to damage the grass of the earth, or any green plant or tree, but only 

those people who did not have the seal of God on their forehead. 9:5 The 

locusts were not given permission to kill them, but only to torture them for 

five months, and their torture was like that of a scorpion when it stings a 

person. 9:6 In those days people will seek death, but will not be able to find 

it; they will long to die, but death will flee from them. 

>|  The Abyss 

This term is used 7x in Revelation and only two other times in the NT. In 
Luke 8:31, the recently cast out demons implore Jesus not to send them to 
the Abyss. In Romans 10:7 it is used as a poetic reference to the place of 
the Dead.  

In Ancient thought, The Abyss seems to be associated with the “chaos 
waters” at the beginning of Creation in the OT and in the Intertestamental 
literature. It is the place where evil creatures were kept (cf. 1 Enoch 18-
21). 

In the NT there are a couple of references to fallen angels that are now 
bound in prison awaiting the day of judgment: 

2 Peter 2:4 For if God did not spare the angels 
who sinned, but threw them into hell (Tartarus) and locked them 
up in chains in utter darkness, to be kept until the judgment, 

Jude 1:6 You also know that the angels who 
did not keep within their proper domain but abandoned their own 
place of residence, he has kept in eternal chains in utter darkness, 
locked up for the judgment of the great Day. 

 
 

>|  The Angels and the Abyss 

The Star here is clearly an angelic being who is given the key to the Abyss. 
This is parallel to 20:1 where another angel will come with the keys to the 
Abyss to seal it up with Satan in it. The first angel unleashes the powers 
from the Abyss, the second comes to seal it up again. 
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9:7 Now the locusts looked like horses equipped for battle. On their heads 

were something like crowns similar to gold, and their faces looked like 

men’s faces. 9:8 They had hair like women’s hair, and their teeth were like 

lions’ teeth. 9:9 They had breastplates like iron breastplates, and the sound 

of their wings was like the noise of many horse-drawn chariots charging 

into battle. 9:10 They have tails and stingers like scorpions, and their 

ability to injure people for five months is in their tails. 9:11 They have as 

king over them the angel of the abyss, whose name in Hebrew is Abaddon, 

and in Greek, Apollyon. 9:12 The first woe has passed, but two woes are 

still coming after these things! 

>|  Abaddon, Apollyon 

Abaddon is the name of the place of destruction (and death) in the OT (Job 
26:6, 28:22, 31:12; Psalm 88:11; Proverbs 15:11, 27:20). Apollyon is 
unique, but it comes from the Greek “to destroy.” Witherington makes the 
suggestion that the Greek god Apollo was symbolized by the locust and 
that Domitian claimed to be Apollo incarnated. If this is the case, then John 
is showing Domitian to be parallel to the leader of the forces of hell. This 
would fit a biblical worldview well where the forces and powers of the 
Earth are shown to be controlled or guided by the forces and powers of the 
Heavens (cf. Deuteronomy 32:8 and Daniel 10:13). However, John is 
clearly showing that in the End Times THE leader of the forces of chaos 
and evil that are now in the Abyss will be unleashed upon the planet.  

 
 

7.3.6 The Sixth Trumpet: The Demonic Army 
9:13 Then the sixth angel blew his trumpet, and I heard a single voice 

coming from the four horns on the golden altar that is before God, 9:14 

saying to the sixth angel, the one holding the trumpet, “Set free the four 

angels who are bound at the great river Euphrates!” 9:15 Then the four 

angels who had been prepared for this hour, day, month, and year were set 

free to kill a third of humanity. 9:16 The number of soldiers on horseback 

was two hundred million; I heard their number. 9:17 Now this is what the 

horses and their riders looked like in my vision: The riders had breastplates 

that were fiery red, dark blue, and sulfurous yellow in color. The heads of 

the horses looked like lions’ heads, and fire, smoke, and sulfur came out of 

their mouths. 9:18 A third of humanity was killed by these three plagues, that 

is, by the fire, the smoke, and the sulfur that came out of their mouths. 9:19 
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For the power of the horses resides in their mouths and in their tails, 

because their tails are like snakes, having heads that inflict injuries.  

>|  The Four Angels 

 

 

>|  The Army 

 

 

9:20 The rest of humanity, who had not been killed by these plagues, did not 

repent of the works of their hands, so that they did not stop worshiping 

demons and idols made of gold, silver, bronze, stone, and wood—idols that 

cannot see or hear or walk about. 9:21 Furthermore, they did not repent of 

their murders, of their magic spells, of their sexual immorality, or of their 

stealing. 

>|  The Purpose of these Judgments: Repent!!!! 

 

 

7.3.7 The Seventh…..Wait a minute. 
>>> The Seventh Trumpet will be the arrival of the Kingdom, but we will 
not see this until 11:15. 
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8. The Little Scroll, the Witnesses and the 
Seventh Trumpet 

>>Just as there was an interlude between the 6th and 7th seals, so now there is 
an interlude between the 6th and 7th trumpets. This creates a narrative tension 
(the old “cliffhanger”) but also may be serving to show that God is delaying the 
end so that all have opportunity to repent.  

8.1 The Angel with the Little Scroll 

8.1.1 The Scroll and the Seven Thunders 
10:1 Then I saw another powerful angel descending from heaven, wrapped 

in a cloud, with a rainbow above his head; his face was like the sun and his 

legs were like pillars of fire. 10:2 He held in his hand a little scroll that was 

open, and he put his right foot on the sea and his left on the land. 10:3 

Then he shouted in a loud voice like a lion roaring, and when he shouted, 

the seven thunders sounded their voices. 10:4 When the seven thunders 

spoke, I was preparing to write, but just then I heard a voice from heaven 

say, “Seal up what the seven thunders spoke and do not write it down.”  

>|  This angel shares some of the characteristics of the glorified 
Christ that we saw in Chapter 1. 

>|  The term “mighty angel” may be a play on the name “Gabriel” 
which in Hebrew means “the might one of God.” If this is the 
case, this would fit well with Daniel 10-12 where Gabriel is the 
messenger who brings word to Daniel. See below. 

 

>|  The Seven Thunders 
See Psalm 29 where the voice of the Lord is powerful and 
represented seven times, one of which is associated with thunder. 

 

8.1.2 The Announcement of the Seventh Trumpet 
10:5 Then the angel I saw standing on the sea and on the land raised his 

right hand to heaven 10:6 and swore by the one who lives forever and ever, 

who created heaven and what is in it, and the earth and what is in it, and 
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the sea and what is in it, “There will be no more delay! 10:7 But in the days 

when the seventh angel is about to blow his trumpet, the mystery of God is 

completed, just as he has proclaimed to his servants the prophets.”  

>|  In the Background: 

Daniel 12:4-13 "But you, Daniel, close up these 
words and seal the book until the time of the end. Many will dash 
about, and knowledge will increase." 5 I, Daniel, watched as two 
others stood there, one on each side of the river. 6 One said to the 
man clothed in linen who was above the waters of the river, "When 
will the end of these wondrous events occur?" 7 Then I heard the 
man clothed in linen who was over the waters of the river as he raised 
both his right and left hands to the sky and made an oath by the one 
who lives forever: "It is for a time, times, and half a time. Then, 
when the power of the one who shatters the holy people has been 
exhausted, all these things will be finished." 8 I heard, but I did not 
understand. So I said, "Sir, what will happen after these things?" 9 
He said, "Go, Daniel. For these matters are closed and sealed until 
the time of the end. 10 Many will be purified, made clean, and 
refined, but the wicked will go on being wicked. None of the 
wicked will understand, though the wise will understand. 11 From 
the time that the daily sacrifice is removed and the abomination 
that causes desolation is set in place, there are 1,290 days. 12 
Blessed is the one who waits and attains to the 1,335 days. 13 But 
you should go your way until the end. You will rest and then at the 
end of the days you will arise to receive what you have been 
allotted." 

>|  The Seventh Trumpet: The Days of the End 

 

>|  The Mystery of God, the completion of History 

 

8.1.3 The Eating of the Scroll 
10:8 Then the voice I had heard from heaven began to speak to me again, 

“Go and take the open scroll in the hand of the angel who is standing on 

the sea and on the land.” 10:9 So I went to the angel and asked him to give 

me the little scroll. He said to me, “Take the scroll and eat it. It will make 

your stomach bitter, but it will be as sweet as honey in your mouth.” 10:10 

So I took the little scroll from the angel’s hand and ate it, and it did taste as 

sweet as honey in my mouth, but when I had eaten it, my stomach became 
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bitter. 10:11 Then they told me: “You must prophesy again about many 

peoples, nations, languages, and kings.” 

>|  See also Ezekiel 2:8-3:3 and Jeremiah 15:16ff. 

>|  Sweet and Bitter 

8.2 The Two Witnesses 

8.2.1 Measuring the Temple 
11:1 Then a measuring rod like a staff was given to me, and I was told, 

“Get up and measure the temple of God, and the altar, and the ones who 

worship there. 11:2 But do not measure the outer courtyard of the temple; 

leave it out, because it has been given to the Gentiles, and they will trample 

on the holy city for forty-two months. 11:3 And I will grant my two 

witnesses authority to prophesy for 1,260 days, dressed in sackcloth.  

>|  The Measuring… 
See Ezekiel 40-42 

>|  Which Temple is this? 

Luke 21:20-24 "But when you see Jerusalem 
surrounded by armies, then know that its desolation has come 
near.…23 For there will be great distress on the earth and wrath 
against this people. 24 They will fall by the edge of the sword and 
be led away as captives among all nations. Jerusalem will be 
trampled down by the Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles are 
fulfilled.” 

>|  Forty Two months: Daniel 9.24-27; 12.7 
 
3 1/2 years = 42 months = 1260 days  

 

8.2.2 The Power of the Witnesses 
11:4 (These are the two olive trees and the two lampstands that stand 

before the Lord of the earth.) 11:5 If anyone wants to harm them, fire 

comes out of their mouths and completely consumes their enemies. If 

anyone wants to harm them, they must be killed this way. 11:6 These two 

have the power to close up the sky so that it does not rain during the time 
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they are prophesying. They have power to turn the waters to blood and to 

strike the earth with every kind of plague whenever they want.  

>|  This description is paralleled in Zechariah in the description of 
Joshua the Priest and Zerubabbel: 

Zechariah 4:1-14 The angelic messenger who had been 
speaking with me then returned and woke me, as a person is 
wakened from sleep. 2 He asked me, "What do you see?" I replied, 
"I see a menorah of pure gold with a receptacle at the top and seven 
lamps, with fourteen pipes going to the lamps. 3 There are also two 
olive trees beside it, one on the right of the receptacle and the other 
on the left." 4 Then I asked the messenger who spoke with me, 
"What are these, sir?" 5 He replied, "Don't you know what these 
are?" So I responded, "No, sir." 6 Therefore he told me, "These 
signify the word of the LORD to Zerubbabel: 'Not by strength and 
not by power, but by my Spirit,' says the LORD who rules over all." 
7 "What are you, you great mountain? Because of Zerubbabel you 
will become a level plain! And he will bring forth the temple 
capstone with shoutings of 'Grace! Grace!' because of this."  
 8 Moreover, the word of the LORD came to me as follows: 9 
"The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the foundations of this temple, 
and his hands will complete it." Then you will know that the 
LORD who rules over all has sent me to you. 10 For who dares 
make light of small beginnings? These seven eyes will joyfully look 
on the tin tablet in Zerubbabel's hand. (These are the eyes of the 
LORD, which constantly range across the whole earth.)  
 11 Next I asked the messenger, "What are these two olive trees 
on the right and the left of the menorah?" 12 Before he could reply 
I asked again, "What are these two extensions of the olive trees, 
which are emptying out the golden oil through the two golden 
pipes?" 13 He replied, "Don't you know what these are?" And I 
said, "No, sir." 14 So he said, "These are the two anointed ones 
who stand by the Lord of the whole earth." 

>|  Who are the Witnesses? 
 
1. Symbolic of adequate testimony displayed in the church (based 
on Deuteronomy19:15) 
 
2. Unknown, but real men 
 
3. Enoch and Elijah (Tertullian) 
 
4. Moses and Elijah (S. L. Johnson; R. H. Charles) 
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5. Symbols of the martyrs of the Church (Jerusalem, the Holy 
city = city of the world in opposition to God) 
 
6. Jewish Church/Gentile Church united (Lohmeyer). 
 

>|  The Death of the Witnesses 

11:7 When they have completed their testimony, the beast that comes up 

from the abyss will make war on them and conquer them and kill them. 

11:8 Their corpses will lie in the street of the great city that is symbolically 

called Sodom and Egypt, where their Lord was also crucified. 11:9 For 

three and a half days those from every people, tribe, nation, and language 

will look at their corpses, because they will not permit them to be placed in 

a tomb. 11:10 And those who live on the earth will rejoice over them and 

celebrate, even sending gifts to each other, because these two prophets had 

tormented those who live on the earth.  

>|  The beast from the Abyss… 

 

>|  “…that is symbolically called” 

 

 

8.2.3 The Raising of the Witnesses 
11:11 But after three and a half days a breath of life from God entered 

them, and they stood on their feet, and tremendous fear seized those who 

were watching them. 11:12 Then they heard a loud voice from heaven 

saying to them: “Come up here!” So the two prophets went up to heaven in 

a cloud while their enemies stared at them. 11:13 Just then a major 

earthquake took place and a tenth of the city collapsed; seven thousand 

people were killed in the earthquake, and the rest were terrified and gave 

glory to the God of heaven. 

11:14 The second woe has come and gone; the third is coming quickly. 

>|  “gave glory to the God of Heaven…” 
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8.3 The Seventh Trumpet 

8.3.1 The End is at Hand 
11:15  Then the seventh angel blew his trumpet, and there were loud 

voices in heaven saying: 

 “THE KINGDOM OF THE WORLD  

 HAS BECOME THE KINGDOM OF OUR LORD  

 AND OF HIS CHRIST,  

 AND HE WILL REIGN FOR EVER AND EVER.” 

11:16 Then the twenty-four elders who are seated on their thrones before 

God threw themselves down with their faces to the ground and worshiped 

God 11:17 with these words:  

 “We give you thanks, Lord God, the All-Powerful,  

 the one who is and who was, 

 because you have taken your great power 

 and begun to reign.  

11:18 The nations were enraged, 

 but your wrath has come, 

 and the time has come for the dead to be judged, 

 and the time has come to give to your servants,  

 the prophets, their reward, 

 as well as to the saints  

 and to those who revere your name, both small and great, 

 and the time has come to destroy those who destroy the earth.” 

8.3.2 The Revealing of the Ark 
11:19 Then the temple of God in heaven was opened and the ark of his 

covenant was visible within his temple. And there were flashes of lightning, 

roaring, crashes of thunder, an earthquake, and a great hailstorm.  
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9. The Reality of the Great War 

>>Chapters 12-14 are the central section of the visionary material of 
Revelation. Here we are shown the reality of the spiritual war here on earth. 
The section concludes at the end of history with the rise of the Antichrist and 
the culmination of human rebellion against God and Christ. 

9.1 The Woman, the Child, and the Dragon 
12:1 Then a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, 

and with the moon under her feet, and on her head was a crown of twelve 

stars. 12:2 She was pregnant and was screaming in labor pains, struggling 

to give birth.  

 12:3 Then another sign appeared in heaven: a huge red dragon that had 

seven heads and ten horns, and on its heads were seven diadem crowns. 

12:4 Now the dragon’s tail swept away a third of the stars in heaven and 

hurled them to the earth. Then the dragon stood before the woman who 

was about to give birth, so that he might devour her child as soon as it was 

born.  

 12:5 So the woman gave birth to a son, a male child, who is going to 

rule over all the nations with an iron rod. Her child was suddenly caught 

up to God and to his throne, 12:6 and she fled into the wilderness where a 

place had been prepared for her by God, so she could be taken care of for 

1,260 days. 

>|  The Woman: 

 

Compare the woman in this passage with the Great Prostitute of chapter 17. 

THE GLORIOUS WOMAN:  

Revelation 12 
THE SCARLET WOMAN:  

Revelation 17 
The community of Messiah The community of the world 

A heavenly calling An agent of hell 
Dressed in heavenly splendor Dressed in earthly glory 

>|  The Dragon 

>|  A third of the Stars: 
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>|  The Child, the Son 

 

>|  1260 days 

 

9.2 The Casting Down of The Dragon 

9.2.1 The War in Heaven 
12:7 Then war broke out in heaven: Michael and his angels fought against 

the dragon, and the dragon and his angels fought back. 12:8 But the dragon 

was not strong enough to prevail, so there was no longer any place left in 

heaven for him and his angels. 12:9 So that huge dragon—the ancient 

serpent, the one called the devil and Satan, who deceives the whole 

world—was thrown down to the earth, and his angels along with him.  

>|  Michael 

Daniel 10:13-14 “The prince of the kingdom of Persia 
withstood me twenty-one days, but Michael, one of the chief 
princes, came to help me, for I was left there with the kings of 
Persia, 14 and came to make you understand what is to happen to 
your people in the latter days. For the vision is for days yet to 
come." 

Daniel 12:1 "At that time shall arise Michael, the 
great prince who has charge of your people. And there shall be a 
time of trouble, such as never has been since there was a nation till 
that time. But at that time your people shall be delivered, everyone 
whose name shall be found written in the book. 

 
 

>|  Who is the Dragon? 
See Job 1:6-7 and Zechariah 3:1 

 

>|  When does this take place? 
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9.2.2 The Heavenly Response 
12:10 Then I heard a loud voice in heaven saying, 

 “The salvation and the power 

 and the kingdom of our God,  

 and the ruling authority of his Christ, have now come,  

 because the accuser of our brothers,  

 the one who accuses them day and night before our God,  

 has been thrown down. 

12:11 But they overcame him  

 by the blood of the Lamb 

 and by the word of their testimony, 

 and they did not love their lives so much that they were afraid to die. 

12:12 Therefore you heavens rejoice, and all who reside in them! 

 But woe to the earth and the sea  

 because the devil has come down to you!  

 He is filled with terrible anger,  

 for he knows that he only has a little time!” 

 

9.2.3 The Fury of the Dragon on Earth 
12:13 Now when the dragon realized that he had been thrown down to the 

earth, he pursued the woman who had given birth to the male child. 12:14 

But the woman was given the two wings of a giant eagle so that she could 

fly out into the wilderness, to the place God prepared for her, where she is 

taken care of—away from the presence of the serpent—for a time, times, 

and half a time.  

 12:15 Then the serpent spouted water like a river out of his mouth 

after the woman in an attempt to sweep her away by a flood, 12:16 but the 

earth came to her rescue; the ground opened up and swallowed the river 

that the dragon had spewed from his mouth. 12:17 So the dragon became 

enraged at the woman and went away to make war on the rest of her 

children, those who keep God’s commandments and hold to the testimony 

about Jesus. 12:18 And the dragon stood on the sand of the seashore.  
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>|  The time of the woman’s protection 

 

 

Revelation 1-3 4-19 20… 

CHURCH ERA THE TRIBULATION 
(Daniels 70th Week, The Day of the Lord) 

1,000 YEARS 

 Antichrist Appears The reign of the Beast 

The Wrath of God 

 

 Satan is Cast Down  

 Christ Returns Christ Reigns 

 

>|  The River of the flood… 

 

 

>|  The Earth comes to rescue… 

 

 

>|  The “rest” of the Woman’s children 
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10. The Rising of the Beasts 

In this section we see two great beasts rising, one from the Sea and one 
from the Land. In Ancient Near Eastern mythology, two great beasts were 
also associated with the sea and land. Leviathan (Tiamat) lived in the 
abysses of the oceans and Behemoth lived in the barren places of the earth 
(cf. 1 Enoch 60:7-10). 

The Beasts of this chapter are presented as extensions of the power and 
authority of the Dragon in chapter 12. Thus we have here an “unholy 
trinity.”  

10.1 The Beast from the Sea 

10.1.1 Description of the Beast of the Sea 
13:1 Then I saw a beast coming up out of the sea. It had ten horns and 

seven heads, and on its horns were ten diadem crowns, and on its heads a 

blasphemous name. 13:2 Now the beast that I saw was like a leopard, but 

its feet were like a bear’s, and its mouth was like a lion’s mouth. The 

dragon gave the beast his power, his throne, and great authority to rule.  

>|  In the background: Daniel 7 

REVELATION DANIEL 
13:1 Then I saw a beast coming up 
out of the sea. It had ten horns and 
seven heads, and on its horns were 
ten diadem crowns, and on its heads 
a blasphemous name. 

7:2-3 Daniel explained: "I was 
watching in my vision during the 
night as the four winds of the sky 
were stirring up the great sea. 3 
Then four large beasts came up 
from the sea; they were different 
from one another. 

7:7 "After these things, as I was 
watching in the night visions a 
fourth beast appeared one dreadful, 
terrible, and very strong. It had two 
large rows of iron teeth. It devoured 
and crushed, and anything that was 
left it trampled with its feet. It was 
different from all the beasts that 
came before it, and it had ten horns. 

 

13:2 Now the beast that I saw was 
like a leopard, but its feet were like 

7:3-6 Then four large beasts came 
up from the sea; they were different 
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a bear's, and its mouth was like a 
lion's mouth. The dragon gave the 
beast his power, his throne, and 
great authority to rule. 

 

from one another. 4 "The first one 
was like a lion with eagles' wings. 
As I watched, its wings were pulled 
off and it was lifted up from the 
ground. It was made to stand on 
two feet like a human being, and a 
human mind was given to it. 5 
"Then a second beast appeared, like 
a bear. It was raised up on one side, 
and there were three ribs in its 
mouth between its teeth. It was told, 
'Get up and devour much flesh!' 6 
"After these things, as I was 
watching, another beast like a 
leopard appeared, with four bird-
like wings on its back. This beast 
had four heads, and ruling authority 
was given to it. 

 

13:4 they worshiped the dragon 
because he had given ruling 
authority to the beast, and they 
worshiped the beast too, saying: 
"Who is like the beast?" and "Who 
is able to make war against him?" 

 

7:12 As for the rest of the beasts, 
their ruling authority had already 
been removed, though they were 
permitted to go on living for a time 
and a season. 

 

13:5 The beast was given a mouth 
speaking proud words and 
blasphemies, and he was permitted 
to exercise ruling authority for 
forty-two months. 

 

7:8 "As I was contemplating the 
horns, another horn a small one 
came up between them, and three of 
the former horns were torn out by 
the roots to make room for it. This 
horn had eyes resembling human 
eyes and a mouth speaking arrogant 
things. 

7:25 He will speak words against the 
Most High. He will harass the holy 
ones of the Most High continually. 
His intention will be to change 
times established by law. They will 
be delivered into his hand For a 
time, times, and half a time. 

 

13:6 So the beast opened his mouth 
to blaspheme against God to 
blaspheme both his name and his 
dwelling place, that is, those who 
dwell in heaven. 

7:25 see above 
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13:7 The beast was permitted to go 
to war against the saints and 
conquer them. He was given ruling 
authority over every tribe, people, 
language, and nation, 

 

7:14 To him was given ruling 
authority, honor, and sovereignty. 
All peoples, nations, and language 
groups were serving him. His 
authority is eternal and will not pass 
away. His kingdom will not be 
destroyed. 

7:21 While I was watching, that 
horn began to wage war against the 
holy ones and was defeating them, 

 

 

>|  The sea = the place of chaos and evil 

>|  The Ten Horns = Ten Kings in Revelation 17:12 
(the fuller explanation of this beast is found in Revelation 17) 
**We will come back to this passage when we get to 17. 

>|  The names of Blasphemy 

>|  Who is this Beast? 
Beast = A World Government > Headed in a Man 

“There is little doubt that for John the beast was the Roman Empire 
as persecutor of the church. It was that spirit of imperial power 
which claimed a religious sanction for its gross injustices. Yet the 
beast is more than the Roman Empire. John’s vision grew out of the 
details of his own historical situation, but its compete fulfillment 
awaits the final denouement (wrapping up) of human history. The 
beast has always been, and will be in a final intensified 
manifestation, the deification of secular authority.” 
  (Mounce, Revelation, 251) 

>>This Beast is the culmination of all the world empires that have 
stood opposed to the Kingdom of God.  

2 Thessalonians 2:3-12 Let no one deceive you in any way. 
For that day (the coming of the Lord) will not arrive until the 
rebellion comes and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of 
destruction. 4 He opposes and exalts himself above every so-called 
god or object of worship, and as a result he takes his seat in God's 
temple, displaying himself as God. 5 Surely you recall that I used to 
tell you these things while I was still with you. 6 And so you know 
what holds him back, so that he will be revealed in his own time.  
 7 For the hidden power of lawlessness is already at work.  
However, the one who holds him back will do so until he is taken 
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out of the way, 8 and then the lawless one will be revealed, whom 
the Lord will destroy by the breath of his mouth and wipe out by 
the manifestation of his arrival.  
 9 The arrival of the lawless one will be by Satan's working with 
all kinds of miracles and signs and false wonders, 10 and with every 
kind of evil deception directed against those who are perishing, 
because they found no place in their hearts for the truth so as to be 
saved. 11 Consequently God sends on them a deluding influence so 
that they will believe what is false. 12 And so all of them who have 
not believed the truth but have delighted in evil will be 
condemned. 

10.1.2 The Authority and Blasphemy of the Beast 
13:3 One of the beast’s heads appeared to have been killed, but the lethal 

wound had been healed. And the whole world followed the beast in 

amazement; 13:4 they worshiped the dragon because he had given ruling 

authority to the beast, and they worshiped the beast too, saying: “Who is 

like the beast?” and “Who is able to make war against him?” 13:5 The beast 

was given a mouth speaking proud words and blasphemies, and he was 

permitted to exercise ruling authority for forty-two months. 13:6 So the 

beast opened his mouth to blaspheme against God—to blaspheme both his 

name and his dwelling place, that is, those who dwell in heaven.  

>|  “appeared to have been killed” cf. Revelation 5:6 

>|  Not quite dead…The Nero Legend (Nero Redivivus) 

>|  The Worship of the Beast 

“Deification of secular power is in fact worship of Satan.” 
  (Mounce, Revelation, 253) 

 

10.1.3 The Worship of the Beast 
13:7 The beast was permitted to go to war against the saints and conquer 

them. He was given ruling authority over every tribe, people, language, and 

nation, 13:8 and all those who live on the earth will worship the beast, 

everyone whose name has not been written since the foundation of the 

world in the book of life belonging to the Lamb who was killed.  

>|  The Authority of the Beast 
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>|  The Book of Life 

>|  A translational issue 

In 13:8 there is some debate over how to translate this sentence. The first is 
to follow the plain word order of the sentence: 

“… everyone whose name is not written in the Book of Life 
belonging to the lamb that was slaughtered from the foundation of 
the world.” 

Here the point is that Christ’s death was part of God’s eternal purposes 
and decrees. 

The other option is to take the phrase “before the foundation of the 
world” modifying the writing of the names in the book of life as this NET 
translation has done. This phrase appears again in 17:8 with this sense. A 
decision is difficult, but it may be best to take the sentence at face value 
(the harder reading) and thus the security of the believer is bound to the 
sacrifice of Christ which is eternal in its purpose and planning. 

10.1.4 The Necessity of Endurance and Faith 
13:9 If anyone has an ear, he had better listen!  

13:10 If anyone is meant for captivity, 

 into captivity he will go. 

 If anyone is to be killed by the sword,  

 then by the sword he must be killed. 

This requires steadfast endurance and faith from the saints. 

10.2 The Beast from the Earth 

10.2.1 Description of the Beast of the Earth 
13:11 Then I saw another beast coming up from the earth. He had two 

horns like a lamb, but was speaking like a dragon. 13:12 He exercised all 

the ruling authority of the first beast on his behalf, and made the earth and 

those who inhabit it worship the first beast, the one whose lethal wound 

had been healed.  

>|  Who is this Beast from the Earth?  
(the False Prophet, cf. 16:13; 19:20; 20:10) 
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10.2.2 The Power of the Beast 
13:13 He performed momentous signs, even making fire come down from 

heaven in front of people 13:14 and, by the signs he was permitted to 

perform on behalf of the beast, he deceived those who live on the earth. He 

told those who live on the earth to make an image to the beast who had 

been wounded by the sword, but still lived. 13:15 The second beast was 

empowered to give life to the image of the first beast so that it could speak, 

and could cause all those who did not worship the image of the beast to be 

killed.  

>|  The Miraculous Power of the Beast of the Earth 

 

 

>|  In the background: Speaking Statues, Idols 

 

 

10.2.3 The Mark of the Beast 
13:16 He also caused everyone (small and great, rich and poor, free and 

slave ) to obtain a mark on their right hand or on their forehead. 13:17 

Thus no one was allowed to buy or sell things unless he bore the mark of 

the beast—that is, his name or his number. 13:18 This calls for wisdom: 

Let the one who has insight calculate the beast’s number, for it is man’s 

number, and his number is 666. 

>|  What is the number and mark of the Beast? 
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10.3 Interlude—the Song of the 144,000 
14:1 Then I looked, and here was the Lamb standing on Mount Zion, and 

with him were one hundred and forty-four thousand, who had his name 

and his Father’s name written on their foreheads. 14:2 I also heard a sound 

coming out of heaven like the sound of many waters and like the sound of 

loud thunder. Now the sound I heard was like that made by harpists 

playing their harps, 14:3 and they were singing a new song before the 

throne and before the four living creatures and the elders. No one was able 

to learn the song except the one hundred and forty-four thousand who had 

been redeemed from the earth.  

14:4 These are the ones who have not been defiled with women, for they 

are virgins. These are the ones who follow the Lamb wherever he goes. 

These were redeemed from humanity as firstfruits to God and to the Lamb, 

14:5 and no lie was found on their lips; they are blameless. 

>|  Who is this 144,000 
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11. The Beginning of the End 

11.1 Three Angels and Three Messages 
14:6 Then I saw another angel flying directly overhead, and he had an 

eternal gospel to proclaim to those who live on the earth—to every nation, 

tribe, language, and people. 14:7 He declared in a loud voice: “Fear God 

and give him glory, because the hour of his judgment has arrived, and 

worship the one who made heaven and earth, the sea and the springs of 

water!” 

>|  The call to repentance 

 

 

14:8 A second angel followed the first, declaring: “Fallen, fallen is Babylon 

the great city! She made all the nations drink of the wine of her immoral 

passion.”  

>|  The announcement of Babylon’s fall 

 

 

14:9 A third angel followed the first two, declaring in a loud voice: “If 

anyone worships the beast and his image, and takes the mark on his 

forehead or his hand, 14:10 that person will also drink of the wine of God’s 

anger that has been mixed undiluted in the cup of his wrath, and he will be 

tortured with fire and sulfur in front of the holy angels and in front of the 

Lamb. 14:11 And the smoke from their torture will go up forever and ever, 

and those who worship the beast and his image will have no rest day or 

night, along with anyone who receives the mark of his name.” 14:12 This 

requires the steadfast endurance of the saints—those who obey God’s 

commandments and hold to their faith in Jesus.  

>|  The announcement of condemnation 
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14:13 Then I heard a voice from heaven say, “Write this:  

‘Blessed are the dead, those who die in the Lord from this moment on!’” 

“Yes,” says the Spirit, “so they can rest from their hard work,  

 because their deeds will follow them.”  

>|  Blessed are those who die in the Lord… 

 

11.2 The Reaping of the Earth 
14:14 Then I looked, and a white cloud appeared, and seated on the cloud 

was one like a son of man! He had a golden crown on his head and a sharp 

sickle in his hand. 14:15 Then another angel came out of the temple, 

shouting in a loud voice to the one seated on the cloud, “Use your sickle 

and start to reap, because the time to reap has come, since the earth’s 

harvest is ripe!” 14:16 So the one seated on the cloud swung his sickle over 

the earth, and the earth was reaped. 

>|  Who is this? 

 

 

14:17 Then another angel came out of the temple in heaven, and he too 

had a sharp sickle. 14:18 Another angel, who was in charge of the fire, 

came from the altar and called in a loud voice to the angel who had the 

sharp sickle, “Use your sharp sickle and gather the clusters of grapes off the 

vine of the earth, because its grapes are now ripe.” 14:19 So the angel 

swung his sickle over the earth and gathered the grapes from the vineyard 

of the earth and tossed them into the great winepress of the wrath of God. 

14:20 Then the winepress was stomped outside the city, and blood poured 

out of the winepress up to the height of horses’ bridles for a distance of 

almost two hundred miles.  

>|  The pressing of the “grapes” of wrath… 
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11.3 The Announcement of the Final Plagues 
15:1 Then I saw another great and astounding sign in heaven: seven angels 

who have seven final plagues (they are final because in them God’s anger is 

completed).  

11.4 The Song of the Victorious 
15:2 Then I saw something like a sea of glass mixed with fire, and those 

who had conquered the beast and his image and the number of his name. 

They were standing by the sea of glass, holding harps given to them by 

God. 15:3 They sang the song of Moses the servant of God and the song of 

the Lamb:  

“Great and astounding are your deeds, 

Lord God, the All-Powerful!  

Just and true are your ways, 

King over the nations!  

15:4 Who will not fear you, O Lord,  

and glorify your name, because you alone are holy?  

All nations will come and worship before you 

for your righteous acts have been revealed.” 

11.5 The Preparations for the Seven Plagues 
15:5 AFTER THESE THINGS I LOOKED, and the temple (the tent of the 

testimony) was opened in heaven, 15:6 and the seven angels who had the 

seven plagues came out of the temple, dressed in clean bright linen, 

wearing wide golden belts around their chests. 15:7 Then one of the four 

living creatures gave the seven angels seven golden bowls filled with the 

wrath of God who lives forever and ever, 15:8 and the temple was filled 

with smoke from God’s glory and from his power. Thus no one could enter 

the temple until the seven plagues from the seven angels were completed. 
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11.6 The Bowls of God’s Wrath 
16:1 Then I heard a loud voice from the temple declaring to the seven 

angels: “Go and pour out on the earth the seven bowls containing God’s 

wrath.”  

11.6.1 The First Bowl: Painful Sores 
16:2 So the first angel went and poured out his bowl on the earth. Then 

ugly and painful sores appeared on the people who had the mark of the 

beast and who worshiped his image.  

11.6.2 The Second Bowl: Complete Death in the Sea 
16:3 Next, the second angel poured out his bowl on the sea and it turned 

into blood, like that of a corpse, and every living creature that was in the 

sea died. 

11.6.3 The Third Bowl: Water to Blood 
16:4 Then the third angel poured out his bowl on the rivers and the springs 

of water, and they turned into blood. 16:5 Now I heard the angel of the 

waters saying: 

“You are just —the one who is and who was, 

the Holy One—because you have passed these judgments,  

16:6 because they poured out the blood of your saints and prophets, 

so you have given them blood to drink. They got what they deserved!”  

16:7 Then I heard the altar reply,  

“Yes, Lord God, the All-Powerful, your judgments are true and just!” 

11.6.4 The Fourth Bowl: The Scorching Sun 
16:8 Then the fourth angel poured out his bowl on the sun, and it was 

permitted to scorch people with fire. 16:9 Thus people were scorched by 

the terrible heat, yet they blasphemed the name of God, who has ruling 

authority over these plagues, and they would not repent and give him 

glory. 
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11.6.5 The Fifth Bowl: The Darkness 
16:10 Then the fifth angel poured out his bowl on the throne of the beast 

so that darkness covered his kingdom, and people began to bite their 

tongues because of their pain. 16:11 They blasphemed the God of heaven 

because of their sufferings and because of their sores, but nevertheless they 

still refused to repent of their deeds.  

11.6.6 The Sixth Bowl: The Preparations for War 
16:12 Then the sixth angel poured out his bowl on the great river 

Euphrates and dried up its water to prepare the way for the kings from the 

east. 16:13 Then I saw three unclean spirits that looked like frogs coming 

out of the mouth of the dragon, out of the mouth of the beast, and out of 

the mouth of the false prophet. 16:14 For they are the spirits of the demons 

performing signs who go out to the kings of the earth to bring them 

together for the battle that will take place on the great day of God, the All-

Powerful.  

>|  Interjection: Remember, the KING is coming!!! 

16:15 (Look! I am coming like a thief! Blessed is the one who stays alert and 

does not lose his clothes so that he will not have to walk around naked and his 

shameful condition be seen.) 16:16 Now the spirits gathered the kings and 

their armies to the place that is called Armageddon in Hebrew. 

11.6.7 The Seventh Bowl: It is Done!!! The End 
16:17 Finally the seventh angel poured out his bowl into the air and a loud 

voice came out of the temple from the throne, saying: “It is done!” 16:18 

Then there were flashes of lightning, roaring, and crashes of thunder, and 

there was a tremendous earthquake—an earthquake unequaled since 

humanity has been on the earth, so tremendous was that earthquake. 16:19 

The great city was split into three parts and the cities of the nations 

collapsed. So Babylon the great was remembered before God, and was given 

the cup filled with the wine made of God’s furious wrath. 16:20 Every 

island fled away and no mountains could be found. 16:21 And gigantic 

hailstones, weighing about a hundred pounds each, fell from heaven on 
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people, but they blasphemed God because of the plague of hail, since it was 

so horrendous.  

>|  What is Babylon? 
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12. The Great Prostitute and the Beast 

12.1 The Description of the Great Prostitute 
17:1 Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and 

spoke to me. “Come,” he said, “I will show you the condemnation and 

punishment of the great prostitute who sits on many waters, 17:2 with 

whom the kings of the earth committed sexual immorality and the earth’s 

inhabitants got drunk with the wine of her immorality.”  

17:3 So he carried me away in the Spirit to a wilderness, and there I saw a 

woman sitting on a scarlet beast that was full of blasphemous names and 

had seven heads and ten horns. 17:4 Now the woman was dressed in 

purple and scarlet clothing, and adorned with gold, precious stones, and 

pearls. She held in her hand a golden cup filled with detestable things and 

unclean things from her sexual immorality.  

12.2 The Identity of the Great Prostitute 
17:5 On her forehead was written a name, a mystery: “Babylon the Great, 

the Mother of prostitutes and of the detestable things of the earth.” 17:6 I 

saw that the woman was drunk with the blood of the saints and the blood 

of those who testified to Jesus. I was greatly astounded when I saw her.  

12.3 The Interpretation of the Vision 

12.3.1 The Beast that was and is yet to come 
17:7 But the angel said to me, “Why are you astounded? I will interpret for 

you the mystery of the woman and of the beast with the seven heads and 

ten horns that carries her. 17:8 The beast you saw was, and is not, but is 

about to come up from the abyss and then go to destruction. The 

inhabitants of the earth—all those whose names have not been written in 

the book of life since the foundation of the world—will be astounded when 

they see that the beast was, and is not, but is to come.  
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>|  Who is the Beast? 

12.3.2 The Kings to Come 
17:9 (This requires a mind that has wisdom.) The seven heads are seven 

mountains the woman sits on. They are also seven kings: 17:10 five have 

fallen; one is, and the other has not yet come, but whenever he does come, 

he must remain for only a brief time. 17:11 The beast that was, and is not, 

is himself an eighth king and yet is one of the seven, and is going to 

destruction. 17:12 The ten horns that you saw are ten kings who have not 

yet received a kingdom, but will receive ruling authority as kings with the 

beast for one hour.  

12.3.3 The Purpose of the Kings 
17:13 These kings have a single intent, and they will give their power and 

authority to the beast. 17:14 They will make war with the Lamb, but the 

Lamb will conquer them, because he is Lord of lords and King of kings, 

and those accompanying the Lamb are the called, chosen, and faithful.”  

12.3.4 The Fate of the Prostitute 
17:15 Then the angel said to me, “The waters you saw (where the 

prostitute is seated) are peoples, multitudes, nations, and languages. 17:16 

The ten horns that you saw, and the beast—these will hate the prostitute 

and make her desolate and naked. They will consume her flesh and burn 

her up with fire. 17:17 For God has put into their minds to carry out his 

purpose by making a decision to give their royal power to the beast until 

the words of God are fulfilled. 17:18 As for the woman you saw, she is the 

great city that has sovereignty over the kings of the earth.” 

>|  Who is the woman? 

12.4 The Doom Song of Babylon (Chapter 18) 

12.4.1 The Structure of this passage: 
1-3  An angelic announcement of Babylon’s fall (as if already done) 

4-8   Heaven’s declaration of Babylon’s fall (as yet to be) 

9-10   Lamentation of earth’s kings  
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11-16   Lamentation of earth’s merchants  

17-19   Lamentation of earth’s sailors 

20   Heaven’s rejoicing over Babylon’s judgment (as completed) 

21-24 An angel illustrates Babylon’s irremediable judgment (yet future) 

 

12.4.2 The Announcement of Babylon’s Fall 
18:1 AFTER THESE THINGS I SAW another angel, who possessed great 

authority, coming down out of heaven, and the earth was lit up by his 

radiance. 18:2 He shouted with a powerful voice: 

“Fallen, fallen, is Babylon the great! 

She has become a lair for demons, 

a haunt for every unclean spirit, 

a haunt for every unclean bird, 

a haunt for every unclean and detested beast.  

18:3 For all the nations have fallen from the wine of her immoral passion, 

and the kings of the earth have committed sexual immorality with her, and 

the merchants of the earth have gotten rich from the power of her sensual 

behavior.”  

12.4.3 The People of God are Called Out to Judge 
18:4 Then I heard another voice from heaven saying,  

“Come out of her, my people,  

so you will not take part in her sins  

and so you will not receive her plagues,  

18:5 because her sins have piled up all the way to heaven  

and God has remembered her crimes.  

18:6 Repay her the same way she repaid others;  

pay her back double corresponding to her deeds.  

In the cup she mixed, mix double the amount for her.  

18:7 As much as she exalted herself and lived in sensual luxury,  

to this extent give her torment and grief because she said to herself,  

‘I rule as queen and am no widow; I will never experience grief!’  

18:8 For this reason, she will experience her plagues in a single day: 
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disease, mourning, and famine,  

and she will be burned down with fire,  

because the Lord God who judges her is powerful!” 

12.4.4 The Kings Mourn for Babylon 
18:9 Then the kings of the earth who committed immoral acts with her and 

lived in sensual luxury with her will weep and wail for her when they see 

the smoke from the fire that burns her up. 18:10 They will stand a long 

way off because they are afraid of her torment, and will say, 

“Woe, woe, O great city, 

Babylon the powerful city! 

For in a single hour your doom has come!” 

12.4.5 The Merchants Mourn for Babylon 
18:11 Then the merchants of the earth will weep and mourn for her 

because no one buys their cargo any longer— 18:12 cargo such as gold, 

silver, precious stones, pearls, fine linen, purple cloth, silk, scarlet cloth, all 

sorts of things made of citron wood, all sorts of objects made of ivory, all 

sorts of things made of expensive wood, bronze, iron and marble, 18:13 

cinnamon, spice, incense, perfumed ointment, frankincense, wine, olive oil 

and costly flour, wheat, cattle and sheep, horses and four-wheeled 

carriages, slaves and human lives.  

18:14 (The ripe fruit you greatly desired has gone from you,  

and all your luxury and splendor have gone from you 

—they will never, ever, be found again!)  

18:15 The merchants who sold these things, who got rich from her, will 

stand a long way off because they are afraid of her torment. They will weep 

and mourn, 18:16 saying,  

“Woe, woe, O great city— 

 dressed in fine linen, purple and scarlet clothing,  

 and adorned with gold, precious stones, and pearls— 

18:17a because in a single hour such great wealth has been destroyed!”  
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12.4.6 The Sailors Mourn for Babylon 
18:17b And every ship’s captain, and all who sail along the coast —seamen, 

and all who make their living from the sea, stood a long way off 18:18 and 

began to shout when they saw the smoke from the fire that burned her up,  

“Who is like the great city?”  

18:19 And they threw dust on their heads and were shouting with weeping 

and mourning,  

“Woe, Woe, O great city— 

in which all those who had ships on the sea got rich from her wealth— 

because in a single hour she has been destroyed!”  

12.4.7 Heaven Rejoices Over Babylon’s Fall 
18:20 (Rejoice over her, O heaven, and you saints and apostles and 

prophets,for God has pronounced judgment against her on your behalf!)  

12.4.8 The Angel Announces the Sudden Fall of Babylon 
18:21 Then one powerful angel picked up a stone like a huge millstone, 

threw it into the sea, and said,  

“With this kind of sudden violent force  

Babylon the great city will be thrown down  

and it will never be found again!  

18:22 And the sound of the harpists, musicians,  

flute players, and trumpeters will never be heard in you again.  

No craftsman who practices any trade  

will ever be found in you again;  

the noise of a mill will never be heard in you again.  

18:23 Even the light from a lamp  

will never shine in you again!  

The voices of the bridegroom and his bride  

will never be heard in you again.  

For your merchants were the tycoons of the world,  

because all the nations were deceived by your magic spells!  

18:24 The blood of the saints and prophets was found in her,  

along with the blood of all those who had been killed on the earth.” 
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13. The Return of the King 

13.1 Praise Over the Judgment of the Prostitute 
19:1 AFTER THESE THINGS I HEARD what sounded like the loud voice of a 

vast throng in heaven, saying, 

“Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and power belong to our God,  

19:2 because his judgments are true and just.  

For he has judged the great prostitute 

who corrupted the earth with her sexual immorality, 

and has avenged the blood of his servants poured out by her own hands!”  

19:3 Then a second time the crowd shouted, “Hallelujah!” The smoke rises 

from her forever and ever. 19:4 The twenty-four elders and the four living 

creatures threw themselves to the ground and worshiped God, who was 

seated on the throne, saying: “Amen! Hallelujah!” 

19:5 Then a voice came from the throne, saying:  

“Praise our God all you his servants, 

and all you who fear Him, both the small and the great!” 

 

13.2 The Wedding Celebration of the Lamb 
19:6 Then I heard what sounded like the voice of a vast throng, like the 

roar of many waters and like loud crashes of thunder. They were shouting:  

“Hallelujah!  

For the Lord God, the All-Powerful, reigns! 

19:7 Let us rejoice and exult 

and give him glory, 

because the wedding celebration of the Lamb has come, 

and his bride has made herself ready. 

19:8 She was permitted to be dressed in bright, clean, fine linen”  

(for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the saints).  
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19:9 Then the angel said to me, “Write the following: Blessed are those 

who are invited to the banquet at the wedding celebration of the Lamb!” 

He also said to me, “These are the true words of God.” 19:10 So I threw 

myself down at his feet to worship him, but he said, “Do not do this! I am 

only a fellow servant with you and your brothers who hold to the 

testimony about Jesus. Worship God, for the testimony about Jesus is the 

spirit of prophecy.” 

>|  When will this take place? 

 

13.3 The King of kings Appears 

13.3.1 The Vision of the Divine Warrior 
19:11 Then I saw heaven opened and here came a white horse! The one 

riding it was called “Faithful” and “True,” and with justice he judges and 

goes to war. 19:12 His eyes are like a fiery flame and there are many 

diadem crowns on his head. He has a name written that no one knows 

except himself. 19:13 He is dressed in clothing dipped in blood, and he is 

called the Word of God. 19:14 The armies that are in heaven, dressed in 

white, clean, fine linen, were following him on white horses. 19:15 From 

his mouth extends a sharp sword, so that with it he can strike the nations. 

He will rule them with an iron rod, and he stomps the winepress of the 

furious wrath of God, the All-Powerful. 19:16 He has a name written on his 

clothing and on his thigh: “KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS.” 

>|  In the Background: Isaiah 63:1-3 

Isaiah 63:1-3   
Who is this who comes from Edom,  
 in crimsoned garments from Bozrah,  
he who is splendid in his apparel,  
 marching in the greatness of his strength?  
"It is I, speaking in righteousness, mighty to save."   
2  Why is your apparel red,  
 and your garments like his who treads in the winepress?   
3  "I have trodden the winepress alone,  
and from the peoples no one was with me;  
I trod them in my anger and trampled them in my wrath;  
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 their lifeblood spattered on my garments,  
 and stained all my apparel. 

 

>|  Who are the armies that come with the King? 

 

13.3.2 The Feast of the Birds 
19:17 Then I saw one angel standing in the sun, and he shouted in a loud 

voice to all the birds flying high in the sky:  

“Come, gather around for the great banquet of God, 

19:18 to eat your fill of the flesh of kings,  

the flesh of generals,  

the flesh of powerful people,  

the flesh of horses and those who ride them,  

and the flesh of all people, both free and slave,  

and small and great!” 

13.3.3 The Destruction of the Beasts 
19:19 Then I saw the beast and the kings of the earth and their armies 

assembled to do battle with the one who rode the horse and with his army. 

19:20 Now the beast was seized, and along with him the false prophet who 

had performed the signs on his behalf —signs by which he deceived those 

who had received the mark of the beast and those who worshiped his 

image. Both of them were thrown alive into the lake of fire burning with 

sulfur. 19:21 The others were killed by the sword that extended from the 

mouth of the one who rode the horse, and all the birds gorged themselves 

with their flesh. 

 

13.4 The Thousand Year Reign 

13.4.1 The Binding of Satan 
20:1 Then I saw an angel descending from heaven, holding in his hand the 

key to the abyss and a huge chain. 20:2 He seized the dragon—the ancient 

serpent, who is the devil and Satan—and tied him up for a thousand years. 
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20:3 The angel then threw him into the abyss and locked and sealed it so 

that he could not deceive the nations until the one thousand years were 

finished. (After these things he must be released for a brief period of time.) 

13.4.2 The First Resurrection 
20:4 Then I saw thrones and seated on them were those who had been 

given authority to judge. I also saw the souls of those who had been 

beheaded because of the testimony about Jesus and because of the word of 

God. These had not worshiped the beast or his image and had refused to 

receive his mark on their forehead or hand. They came to life and reigned 

with Christ for a thousand years. 20:5 (The rest of the dead did not come 

to life until the thousand years were finished.) This is the first resurrection. 

20:6 Blessed and holy is the one who takes part in the first resurrection. 

The second death has no power over them, but they will be priests of God 

and of Christ, and they will reign with him for a thousand years. 

>|  When does this take place and how? 

 

>|  What is the First Resurrection? 

 

 

13.4.3 Satan’s Final Defeat 
20:7 Now when the thousand years are finished, Satan will be released 

from his prison 20:8 and will go out to deceive the nations at the four 

corners of the earth, Gog and Magog, to bring them together for the battle. 

They are as numerous as the grains of sand in the sea. 20:9 They went up 

on the broad plain of the earth and encircled the camp of the saints and the 

beloved city, but fire came down from heaven and devoured them 

completely. 20:10 And the devil who deceived them was thrown into the 

lake of fire and sulfur, where the beast and the false prophet are too, and 

they will be tormented there day and night forever and ever. 
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>|  Sideline: What and When is the Millennium? 

2	  | Postmillennialism 

In this view, Christ returns at the end of the Church Era after the Church 
has prepared the Kingdom on Earth for His return at which time He 
establishes the Eternal Order.  

OT Era Church Era Eternal Order 

The Kingdom is foretold The Kingdom is established and grows to a Golden 
Age 

 

3	  | Amillennialism 

In this view, Christ does not literally return to the earth to establish an 
earthly kingdom but is now ruling from the spiritual realm in Heaven. 
Christ will return to bring final judgment and create the New Heavens and 
New Earth of the Eternal Order. 

 Christ is presently reigning from Heaven 
(1000 years is only figurative) 

OT Era (Israel) NT Era 
(Israel of God=Church) 

The New  
Eternal Order 

 

4	  | Premillennialism 

In this view, Christ returns at the end of the Church Era after the 
Tribulation to establish the Earthly Kingdom. 

OT Era Church Era Tribulation Millennium Eternal Order 
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13.5 The Great White Throne 
20:11 Then I saw a large white throne and the one who was seated on it; 

the earth and the heaven fled from his presence, and no place was found 

for them. 20:12 And I saw the dead, the great and the small, standing 

before the throne. Then books were opened, and another book was 

opened—the book of life. So the dead were judged by what was written in 

the books, according to their deeds. 20:13 The sea gave up the dead that 

were in it, and Death and Hades gave up the dead that were in them, and 

each one was judged according to his deeds. 20:14 Then Death and Hades 

were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death—the lake of fire. 

20:15 If anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, that 

person was thrown into the lake of fire. 

>|  What are the “books”? 

 

>|  What is the Book of Life? 

 

>|  What is the basis of this judgment? 
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14. The New Beginning 

14.1 The New Heavens and Earth 

14.1.1 The New Jerusalem 
21:1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and 

earth had ceased to exist, and the sea existed no more. 21:2 And I saw the 

holy city—the New Jerusalem—descending out of heaven from God, made 

ready like a bride adorned for her husband. 

>|  “the sea existed no more…” 

 

>|  The New Jerusalem, like a Bride 

 

 

14.1.2 God Dwells with His people 
21:3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying: “Look! The residence 

of God is among men and women. He will live among them, and they will be his 

people, and God himself will be with them as their God. 21:4 He will wipe 

away every tear from their eyes, and death will not exist any more—or 

mourning, or crying, or pain; the former things have ceased to exist.” 

>|  God and His people: the Fulfillment 

 

 

14.1.3 All Things are Made New! 
21:5 And the one seated on the throne said: “Look! I am making all things 

new!” Then he said to me, “Write it down, because these words are reliable 

and true.” 

14.1.4 A Final Admonition 
21:6 He also said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the 

beginning and the end. To the one who is thirsty I will give water free of 
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charge from the spring of the water of life. 21:7 The one who conquers will 

inherit these things, and I will be his God and he will be my son. 21:8 But 

to the cowards, unbelievers, detestable persons, murderers, the sexually 

immoral, and those who practice magic spells, idol worshipers, and all 

those who lie, their place will be in the lake that burns with fire and sulfur. 

That is the second death.” 

>|  The one who is thirsty… 

 

 

>|  The one who overcomes… 

 

 

14.1.5 The New Jerusalem Descends 
21:9 Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the 

seven final plagues came and spoke to me, saying, “Come, I will show you 

the bride, the wife of the Lamb!” 21:10 So he took me away in the Spirit to a 

huge, majestic mountain and showed me the holy city, Jerusalem, 

descending out of heaven from God. 21:11 The city possesses the glory of 

God; its brilliance is like a precious jewel, like a stone of crystal-clear 

jasper. 21:12 It has a massive, high wall with twelve gates, with twelve 

angels at the gates, and the names of the twelve tribes of the nation of Israel 

are written on the gates. 21:13 There are three gates on the east side, three 

gates on the north side, three gates on the south side and three gates on the 

west side. 21:14 The wall of the city has twelve foundations, and on them 

are the twelve names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. 

>|  The Bride, the Wife of the Lamb… 

 

>|  The Glory of God 

 

>|  The High Wall 
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>|  The Twelve Gate 

 

>|  The Twelve Foundations 

14.1.6 The Eternal City is Measured 
21:15 The angel who spoke to me had a golden measuring rod with which 

to measure the city and its foundation stones and wall. 21:16 Now the city 

is laid out as a square, its length and width the same. He measured the city 

with the measuring rod at fourteen hundred miles (its length and width 

and height are equal). 21:17 He also measured its wall, one hundred forty-

four cubits according to human measurement, which is also the angel’s.  

>|  The Proportions of the City 

 

 

21:18 The city’s wall is made of jasper and the city is pure gold, like 

transparent glass. 21:19 The foundations of the city’s wall are decorated 

with every kind of precious stone. The first foundation is jasper, the second 

sapphire, the third agate, the fourth emerald, 21:20 the fifth onyx, the sixth 

carnelian, the seventh chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the 

tenth chrysoprase, the eleventh jacinth, and the twelfth amethyst. 21:21 

And the twelve gates are twelve pearls—each one of the gates is made from 

just one pearl! The main street of the city is pure gold, like transparent 

glass. 

>|  The Foundation Stones: 
*These stones are generally to be seen as patterned after the 
stones in the breastplate of the High Priest from the OT.  
1. Jasper = translucent green 
2. Sapphire = deep blue with speckles of iron pyrite 
3. Agate = milky white or greyish 
4. Emerald = deep green 
5. Onyx / Sardonyx = red and white striped  
6. Carnelian / Sardius = blood red 
7. Chrysolite = yellow or golden 
8. Beryl = green 
9. Topaz = greenish gold or yellow 
10. Chyrsoprase  = greenish quartz 
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11. Jacinth = bluish purple 
12. Amethyst = purple quartz 

 

>|  Pure gold, like transparent glass 

 

14.1.7 The Glory of the Lord 
21:22 Now I saw no temple in the city, because the Lord God, the All-

Powerful, and the Lamb are its temple. 21:23 The city does not need the 

sun or the moon to shine on it, because the glory of God lights it up, and 

its lamp is the Lamb. 21:24 The nations will walk by its light and the kings 

of the earth will bring their grandeur into it. 21:25 Its gates will never be 

closed during the day (and there will be no night there). 21:26 They will 

bring the grandeur and the wealth of the nations into it, 21:27 but nothing 

ritually unclean will ever enter into it, nor anyone who does what is 

detestable or practices falsehood, but only those whose names are written 

in the Lamb’s book of life. 

>|  The glory of the New Temple 

 

 

14.1.8 The River and the Tree 
22:1 Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life—water as 

clear as crystal—pouring out from the throne of God and of the Lamb, 22:2 

flowing down the middle of the city’s main street. On each side of the river 

is the tree of life producing twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit every 

month of the year. Its leaves are for the healing of the nations.  

>|  The One Tree that is Two 

 

>|  The Tree and its healing… 

 

 

22:3 And there will no longer be any curse, and the throne of God and the 

Lamb will be in the city. His servants will worship him, 22:4 and they will 
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see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. 22:5 Night will be no 

more, and they will not need the light of a lamp or the light of the sun, 

because the Lord God will shine on them, and they will reign forever and 

ever. 

14.1.9 A Final Reminder 
22:6 Then the angel said to me, “These words are reliable and true. The 

Lord, the God of the spirits of the prophets, has sent his angel to show his 

servants what must happen soon.” 

22:7 (Look! I am coming soon! Blessed is the one who keeps the words of the 

prophecy expressed in this book.)  

 

14.2 Epilogue: I am Coming Soon!!! 

14.2.1 John’s Testimony and Instruction 
22:8 I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things, and when I heard 

and saw them, I threw myself down to worship at the feet of the angel who 

was showing them to me. 22:9 But he said to me, “Do not do this! I am a 

fellow servant with you and with your brothers the prophets, and with 

those who obey the words of this book. Worship God!”  

22:10 Then he said to me, “Do not seal up the words of the prophecy 

contained in this book, because the time is near. 22:11 The evildoer must 

continue to do evil, and the one who is morally filthy must continue to be 

filthy. The one who is righteous must continue to act righteously, and the 

one who is holy must continue to be holy.” 

>|  Do Not Seal…the time is near 

 

 

14.2.2 Jesus’ Testimony 
22:12 (Look! I am coming soon, and my reward is with me to pay each one 

according to what he has done! 22:13 I am the Alpha and the Omega, the 

first and the last, the beginning and the end!) 
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>|  I am coming soon 

 

>|  to pay each one according to what he has done… 

14.2.3 A Final Blessing and Admonition 
22:14 Blessed are those who wash their robes so they can have access to the 

tree of life and can enter into the city by the gates. 22:15 Outside are the 

dogs and the sorcerers and the sexually immoral, and the murderers, and 

the idolaters and everyone who loves and practices falsehood! 

 

 

14.2.4 The Final Invitation 
22:16 “I, Jesus, have sent my angel to testify to you about these things for 

the churches. I am the root and the descendent of David, the bright morning 

star!” 22:17 And the Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” And let the one who 

hears say: “Come!” And let the one who is thirsty come; let the one who 

wants it take the water of life free of charge. 

 

 

14.2.5 Final Instructions and Warning 
22:18 I testify to the one who hears the words of the prophecy contained in 

this book: If anyone adds to them, God will add to him the plagues 

described in this book. 22:19 And if anyone takes away from the words of 

this book of prophecy, God will take away his share in the tree of life and 

in the holy city that are described in this book. 

 

14.2.6 Closing 
22:20 The one who testifies to these things says, “Yes, I am coming soon!” 

Amen! Come, Lord Jesus! 22:21 The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all.  

 


