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9 Prophecy in The Gospels and Acts

9.1 The Early Life of Jesus and Key Prophetic Texts

In the Gospels, much emphasis is given to Jesus fulfilling specific prophecies 
about Him from the Hebrew Scriptures. These fulfillments are very import-
ant for 1) establishing the trustworthiness of Scripture, and 2) verifying 
Jesus’ identity as The Seed of Abraham and the Son of David—the founda-
tional promises from the OT which shape the identity of The Messiah. 

Matthew 1:1 The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ,  
    the son of David, the son of Abraham. (ESV)

I have decided not to cover all the ways that Jesus fulfilled prophecy in 
His earthly ministry. There are many online and print resources which will 
give lists of these texts and fulfillments.

Instead, we will look at a few key texts which have significance for the 
events of the Last Days and End Times.

9.1.1 The Birth of John The Baptizer is foretold

The announcement of the birth of John is a significant link between the OT 
and NT: 

Luke 1:13–17  But the angel said to him:  
 Do not be afraid, Zechariah, 
 because your prayer has been heard. 
 Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, 
 and you will name him John.  
1:14  There will be joy and delight for you, 
 and many will rejoice at his birth.  
1:15  For he will be great in the sight of the Lord 
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 and will never drink wine or beer. 
 He will be filled with the Holy Spirit 
 while still in his mother’s womb.  
1:16  He will turn many of the sons of Israel 
 to the Lord their God.  
1:17  And he will go before Him 
 in the spirit and power of Elijah, 
 to turn the hearts of fathers 
 to their children, 
 and the disobedient 
 to the understanding of the righteous, 
 to make ready for the Lord a prepared people.

 ! The announcement to Zechariah recalls the last words of the last 
prophet Malachi:

Malachi 4:4–6  4:4    “Remember the instruction of Moses My 
servant, the statutes and ordinances I commanded him at Horeb for all 
Israel. 4:5 Look, I am going to send you Elijah the prophet before the great 
and awesome Day of the Lord comes. 4:6 And he will turn the hearts of 
fathers to their children and the hearts of children to their fathers. Other-
wise, I will come and strike the land with a curse.”

9.1.2 The announcement of Jesus’ Conception and Birth:

Luke 1:30–38  Then the angel told her (Mary):  
 Do not be afraid, Mary, 
 for you have found favor with God.  
1:31  Now listen: 
 You will conceive and give birth to a son, 
 and you will call His name Jesus.  
1:32  He will be great 
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 and will be called the Son of the Most High, 
 and the Lord God will give Him  the throne of His father David.  
1:33  He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, 
 and His kingdom will have no end. 
 
 1:34 Mary asked the angel, “How can this be, since I have not been inti-
mate with a man?”   
1:35 The angel replied to her:  
 “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, 
 and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. 
 Therefore, the holy One to be born 
 will be called the Son of God. 
 1:36 And consider your relative Elizabeth—even she has conceived a son 
in her old age, and this is the sixth month for her who was called child-
less. 1:37 For nothing will be impossible with God.” 1:38 “I am the Lord’s 
slave,” said Mary. “May it be done to me according to your word.” Then the 
angel left her.

 ! Notice the emphasis on the throne of David (Davidic Promises 
and Covenant) and the House of Jacob (Abrahamic Promises and 
Covenant)

9.1.3 Mary’s Song

Luke 1:46–55 And Mary said:  
 My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,  
1:47  and my spirit has rejoiced in God my Savior,  
1:48  because He has looked with favor on the humble condition of His 
slave. Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed,  
1:49  because the Mighty One has done great things for me, 
  and His name is holy.  
1:50  His mercy is from generation to generation on those who fear Him. 
1:51  He has done a mighty deed with His arm; 
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 He has scattered the proud because of the thoughts of their hearts; 
1:52  He has toppled the mighty from their thrones  
   and exalted the lowly.  
1:53  He has satisfied the hungry with good things 
   and sent the rich away empty.  
1:54  He has helped His servant Israel, mindful of His mercy,  
1:55  just as He spoke to our ancestors, 
 to Abraham and his descendants forever.

 ! Notice that although many of the things Mary mentions have not 
actually happened yet, she states them as a past fact through faith. 
 
 

9.1.4 Zechariah’s Song

Luke 1:67–79 Then his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit 
and prophesied: 
1:68  Praise the Lord, the God of Israel, 
 because He has visited 
 and provided redemption for His people.  
1:69  He has raised up a horn of salvation for us 
 in the house of His servant David,  
1:70  just as He spoke by the mouth 
 of His holy prophets in ancient times;  
1:71  salvation from our enemies 
 and from the clutches of those who hate us.  
1:72  He has dealt mercifully with our fathers 
 and remembered His holy covenant—  
1:73  the oath that He swore to our father Abraham. 
 He has given us the privilege,  
1:74  since we have been rescued 
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 from our enemies’ clutches, 
 to serve Him without fear  
1:75  in holiness and righteousness 
 in His presence all our days.  
1:76  And child, you will be called 
 a prophet of the Most High, 
 for you will go before the Lord 
 to prepare His ways,  
1:77  to give His people knowledge of salvation 
 through the forgiveness of their sins.  
1:78  Because of our God’s merciful compassion, 
 the Dawn from on high will visit us  
1:79  to shine on those who live in darkness 
 and the shadow of death, 
 to guide our feet into the way of peace.

9.2 What Did Jesus Teach on Prophecy?

9.2.1 The Kingdom is “At Hand”

Mark 1:14–15  After John was arrested, Jesus went to Galilee, preaching the 
good news of God: 1:15 “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God 
has come near. Repent and believe in the good news!”

 ! The reality of The Kingdom is present all throughout Scripture 
and is a vitally important truth to understand as it gives context 
to everything. In Matthew, Jesus calls it, “the Kingdom of Heaven 
(lit. the Heavens).” Here in Mark, and in Luke and John, it is 
The Kingdom of God. Paul refers to the “Kingdom of Christ/
the Messiah and God” (Ephesians 5:5) and the “Kingdom of 
the Beloved Son” (Colossians 1:13). Peter speaks of the “eternal 
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kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ (1 Peter 1:11). 
Finally, Revelation foresees the day when “The kingdom of the 
world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of His Messiah, 
and He will reign forever and ever!” (Revelation 11:15).  
 
The coming of the Kingdom is a reality that cannot be 
stopped or avoided. The New Testament especially warns us 
about this so that we can be prepared.  
 
Jesus also refers to an aspect of the Kingdom as “the regeneration” 
- a time when the world is “reborn”:  
 
Matthew 19:28     And Jesus said to them, “Truly I say to you, 
that you who have followed Me, in the regeneration when the 
Son of Man will sit on His glorious throne, you also shall sit upon 
twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. (NASB) 
 
Peter speaks about times of “refreshing” and “restoring” that will 
accompany the coming of Christ and the Kingdom (Acts 3:20-
21). 
 
 

9.2.2 Jesus foretells the building of His Church

Matthew 16:13–21 When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea 
Philippi, He asked His disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man 
is?” 16:14 And they said, “Some say John the Baptist; others, Elijah; still 
others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets.”  
16:15 “But you,” He asked them, “who do you say that I am?”  
16:16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah,  
   the Son of the living God!”  
16:17 And Jesus responded, “Simon son of Jonah, you are blessed because 
flesh and blood did not reveal this to you, but My Father in heaven. 16:18 
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And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My 
church, and the forces of Hades will not overpower it.  
 16:19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever 
you bind on earth is already bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on 
earth is already loosed in heaven.”  
 16:20 And He gave the disciples orders to tell no one that He was the 
Messiah. 16:21 From then on Jesus began to point out to His disciples 
that He must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things from the elders, chief 
priests, and scribes, be killed, and be raised the third day.

 ! The Church and Israel | One of the major issues that we will 
be dealing with in this study is the nature of The Church and its 
relationship to Israel. In our times, there are some (Covenant-
Reformed theologians) who see The Church as the fulfillment of 
the Lord’s plans for Israel and therefore The Church and Israel are 
merged. This is often called “replacement theology.”  
 In this tradition of thought, the Church is “Spiritual Israel.” 
In this view, the Church is read back into the OT and some will 
say that the Church started with Abraham. This view also sees no 
future plans and purposes for national, ethnic Israel - all will be 
fulfilled to the Jews who are part of The Church. 
 Other traditions (Dispensationalists and others) do not see 
The Church and Israel merged, but keep them distinct in the 
Lord’s plans and purposes. In this view, the Lord will work in the 
future with national, ethnic Israel.  
 
 In my thinking, this passage is a key piece of information in 
dealing with this issue. Here Jesus seems to be saying that He will 
build (future tense) His Church seeming to indicate that it is not 
already in existence. We will be talking about this issue more as 
we get into the Letters of the NT. 
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Matthew 26:26–29 Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, 
and after blessing it broke it and gave it to the disciples, and said, “Take, 
eat; this is my body.” 26:27 And he took a cup, and when he had given 
thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of you, 26:28 for this is 
my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgive-
ness of sins. 26:29 I tell you I will not drink again of this fruit of the 
vine until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father’s king-
dom.” 

 ! Jesus anticipates the joy and reunion that will take place when 
the Kingdom comes. Wine is one of the great symbols of the joy 
and blessedness of the Kingdom in the OT: Isaiah 25:6; Jeremiah 
31:12; Joel 2:19-24, 3:18; Amos 9:13

Isaiah 25:6–8  25:6    On this mountain (Renewed Zion) the Lord 
of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged 
wine, of rich food full of marrow, of aged wine well refined. 25:7 And he 
will swallow up on this mountain the covering that is cast over all peoples, 
the veil that is spread over all nations. 25:8 He will swallow up death forev-
er; and the Lord God will wipe away tears from all faces, and the reproach 
of his people he will take away from all the earth, for the Lord has spoken.

 Amos 9:13–14 “Behold, the days are coming,” declares the Lord, “when 
the plowman shall overtake the reaper and the treader of grapes him who 
sows the seed; the mountains shall drip sweet wine, and all the hills 
shall flow with it. 9:14 I will restore the fortunes of my people Israel, and 
they shall rebuild the ruined cities and inhabit them; they shall plant vine-
yards and drink their wine, and they shall make gardens and eat their fruit.
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9.3 Jesus’ Prophecy on the Mount of Olives (The Olivet Discourse)  
(Matthew 24-25; Mark 13:1-27; Luke 21:5-36)

9.3.1 The Question of the Temple and the End of the Age

Matthew 24:1–35 Mark 13:1–31 Luke 21:6–28
24:1 As Jesus left and was 
going out of the temple 
complex, His disciples 
came up and called His 
attention to the temple 
buildings. 24:2 Then He 
replied to them, “Don’t you 
see all these things? I assure 
you: Not one stone will be 
left here on another that 
will not be thrown down!” 

13:1 As He was going out 
of the temple complex, 
one of His disciples said to 
Him, “Teacher, look! What 
massive stones! What 
impressive buildings!” 13:2 
Jesus said to him, “Do you 
see these great buildings? 
Not one stone will be left 
here on another that will 
not be thrown down!” 

21:6 “These things that you 
see—the days will come 
when not one stone will be 
left on another that will not 
be thrown down!” 

24:3 While He was sitting 
on the Mount of Olives, the 
disciples approached Him 
privately and said, “Tell 
us, when will these things 
happen? And what is the 
sign of Your coming and of 
the end of the age?” 

13:3 While He was sitting 
on the Mount of Olives 
across from the temple 
complex, Peter, James, 
John, and Andrew asked 
Him privately, 13:4 “Tell 
us, when will these things 
happen? And what will 
be the sign when all these 
things are about to take 
place?” 

21:7 “Teacher,” they asked 
Him, “so when will these 
things be? And what will be 
the sign when these things 
are about to take place?” 

 ! In Matthew 24:3 the word that is translated “coming” is the Greek 
term parousia. This is a significant term relating to the return of 
Jesus in the Last Days.  
 
We will be following a trail of passages that are bound together 
by the use of this term. If you want to gain some insight into this 
term you can find it in the following passages: Matt 24:3, 27, 37, 
39; 1 Cor 15:23; 16:17; 2 Cor 7:6–7; 10:10; Phil 1:26; 2:12; 1 
Th 2:19; 3:13; 4:15; 5:23; 2 Th 2:1, 8–9; James 5:7–8; 2 Pet 1:16; 
3:4, 12; 1 John 2:28. Not all of these passage have to do with Jesus 
but they are all instructive on the sense of the word. 
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 ! The Questions Jesus answers: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9.3.2 Jesus warns against deception by false Messiahs

Matthew Mark Luke
24:4 Then Jesus replied 
to them: “Watch out that 
no one deceives you. 24:5 
For many will come in My 
name, saying, ‘I am the 
Messiah,’ and they will 
deceive many. 24:6 You 
are going to hear of wars 
and rumors of wars. See 
that you are not alarmed, 
because these things must 
take place, but the end is 
not yet. 24:7 For nation 
will rise up against nation, 
and kingdom against king-
dom. There will be famines 
and earthquakes in vari-
ous places. 24:8 All these 
events are the beginning of 
birth pains. 

13:5 Then Jesus began by 
telling them: “Watch out 
that no one deceives you. 
13:6 Many will come in 
My name, saying, ‘I am 
He,’ and they will deceive 
many. 13:7 When you hear 
of wars and rumors of wars, 
don’t be alarmed; these 
things must take place, but 
the end is not yet. 13:8 For 
nation will rise up against 
nation, and kingdom 
against kingdom. There will 
be earthquakes in various 
places, and famines. These 
are the beginning of birth 
pains. 

21:8 Then He said, “Watch 
out that you are not 
deceived. For many will 
come in My name, saying, 
‘I am He,’ and, ‘The time is 
near.’ Don’t follow them. 
21:9 When you hear of 
wars and rebellions, don’t 
be alarmed. Indeed, these 
things must take place first, 
but the end won’t come 
right away.” 21:10 Then 
He told them: “Nation will 
be raised up against na-
tion, and kingdom against 
kingdom. 21:11 There will 
be violent earthquakes, 
and famines and plagues in 
various places, and there 
will be terrifying sights and 
great signs from heaven. 
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9.3.3 Jesus warns about the coming Persecution

Matthew Mark Luke
24:9 “Then they will hand 
you over for persecution, 
and they will kill you. You 
will be hated by all na-
tions because of My name. 
24:10 Then many will take 
offense, betray one anoth-
er and hate one another. 
24:11 Many false prophets 
will rise up and deceive 
many. 24:12 Because 
lawlessness will multiply, 
the love of many will grow 
cold. 24:13 But the one 
who endures to the end 
will be delivered. 

13:9 “But you, be on your 
guard! They will hand 
you over to sanhedrins 
(councils), and you will be 
flogged in the synagogues. 
You will stand before gov-
ernors and kings because 
of Me, as a witness to them. 
13:10 And the good news 
must first be proclaimed 
to all nations. 13:11 So 
when they arrest you and 
hand you over, don’t worry 
beforehand what you 
will say. On the contrary, 
whatever is given to you 
in that hour—say it. For it 
isn’t you speaking, but the 
Holy Spirit. 13:12 Then 
brother will betray brother 
to death, and a father his 
child. Children will rise 
up against parents and put 
them to death. 13:13 And 
you will be hated by every-
one because of My name. 
But the one who endures to 
the end will be delivered.

21:12 But before all these 
things, they will lay their 
hands on you and perse-
cute you. They will hand 
you over to the synagogues 
and prisons, and you will 
be brought before kings 
and governors because of 
My name. 21:13 It will lead 
to an opportunity for you 
to witness. 21:14 Therefore 
make up your minds not to 
prepare your defense ahead 
of time, 21:15 for I will 
give you such words and a 
wisdom that none of your 
adversaries will be able to 
resist or contradict. 21:16 
You will even be betrayed 
by parents, brothers, rela-
tives, and friends. They will 
kill some of you. 21:17 You 
will be hated by everyone 
because of My name, 21:18 
but not a hair of your head 
will be lost. 21:19 By your 
endurance gain your lives.

 

 ! Persecution | The theme of persecution shows up in all of this 
versions of Jesus’ teaching. We will take special note of the use of 
this term (Thlipsis)in Matthew 24:21. This is also a word worth 
studying: Matt 13:21; 24:9, 21, 29; Mark 4:17; 13:19, 24; John 
16:21, 33; Acts 7:10–11; 11:19; 14:22; 20:23; Rom 2:9; 5:3; 
8:35; 12:12; 1 Cor 7:28; 2 Cor 1:4, 8; 2:4; 4:17; 6:4; 7:4; 8:2, 13; 
Eph 3:13; Phil 1:17; 4:14; Col 1:24; 1 Th 1:6; 3:3, 7; 2 Th 1:4, 6; 
Heb 10:33; James 1:27; Rev 1:9; 2:9–10, 22; 7:14
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9.3.4 Jesus foretells the preaching of the Gospel to the Nations

Matthew Mark Luke
24:14 This good news of 
the kingdom will be pro-
claimed in all the world as 
a testimony to all nations. 
And then the end will 
come. 

 ! This passage has often been used to argue that the Lord will 
not return until His people take the Gospel to the whole world. 
However, it may be that this is actually fulfilled by an angel as 
foreseen in Revelation: 

Revelation 14:6  Then I saw another angel flying high over-
head, having the eternal gospel to announce to the inhabitants of the 
earth—to every nation, tribe, language, and people.
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9.3.5 Jesus foretells the “Abomination of Desolation”:

Matthew Mark Luke
24:15–22  “So when you 
see the abomination that 
causes desolation, spoken 
of by the prophet Daniel, 
standing in the holy place” 
(let the reader understand), 
24:16 “then those in Judea 
must flee to the mountains! 
24:17 A man on the house-
top must not come down 
to get things out of his 
house. 24:18 And a man in 
the field must not go back 
to get his clothes. 24:19 
Woe to pregnant women 
and nursing mothers in 
those days! 24:20 Pray that 
your escape may not be in 
winter or on a Sabbath.

13:14–23  “When you 
see the abomination that 
causes desolation standing 
where it should not” (let 
the reader understand), 
“then those in Judea must 
flee to the mountains! 
13:15 A man on the house-
top must not come down 
or go in to get anything out 
of his house. 13:16 And a 
man in the field must not 
go back to get his clothes. 
13:17 Woe to pregnant 
women and nursing moth-
ers in those days! 13:18 
Pray it won’t happen in 
winter. 

21:20–22  “When you see 
Jerusalem surrounded by 
armies, then recognize that 
its desolation has come 
near.  
 
21:21 Then those in Judea 
must flee to the mountains! 
Those inside the city must 
leave it, and those who are 
in the country must not en-
ter it, 21:22 because these 
are days of vengeance to 
fulfill all the things that are 
written. 21:23 Woe to preg-
nant women and nursing 
mothers in those days, and 
wrath against this people.

 ! Luke’s Unique Version: “When you see Jerusalem surrounded” 
 
 
 

 ! The Abomination | This is a clear reference to Daniel 9:27 and 
the message of the Seventy-Sevens that we considered earlier.  
This is an important “mile marker” in the events of the end times. 

Daniel 9:27   “And he (the coming prince - Antichrist) will make a firm 
covenant with the many for one [seven], but in the middle of the [seve] he 
will put a stop to sacrifice and grain offering; and on the wing of abomina-
tions will come one who makes desolate, even until a complete destruc-
tion, one that is decreed, is poured out on the one who makes desolate.” 
NASB 
 



TSF | Biblical Eschatology  II36

From this we know that the Abomination will take place in the middle of 
the final Seven year period of Daniel’s 70-Sevens. It also corresponds to 
the other references to “time, times and half a time” (Daniel 7:25), “42 
Months” (Revelation 13:5) and “1260 days” (Revelation 11:3, 12:6) that 
appear in similar contexts. 

Daniel’s 70th - Seven (final 7-year period)
The Abomination of Desolation

⇓
“Time, times and Half a time”
42 Months - 1260 Days
3 1/2 Years
...then there will be a great tribulation

 

9.3.6 Jesus foretells a time of Great Tribulation/Suffering

Matthew Mark Luke
24:21 For at that time there 
will be great tribulation, 
the kind that hasn’t taken 
place from the beginning 
of the world until now and 
never will again! 24:22 
Unless those days were lim-
ited, no one would survive. 
But those days will be limit-
ed because of the elect.

13:19 For those will be 
days of tribulation, the 
kind that hasn’t been from 
the beginning of the world, 
which God created, until 
now and never will be 
again! 13:20 Unless the 
Lord limited those days, no 
one would survive. But He 
limited those days because 
of the elect, whom He 
chose. 

21:21 Then those in Judea 
must flee to the mountains! 
Those inside the city must 
leave it, and those who are 
in the country must not en-
ter it, 21:22 because these 
are days of vengeance to 
fulfill all the things that are 
written. 21:23 Woe to preg-
nant women and nursing 
mothers in those days, and 
wrath against this people.

 ! Great tribulation:  
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9.3.7 Jesus foretells the “times of the Gentiles.”

Matthew Mark Luke
21:24 They will fall by 
the edge of the sword and 
be led captive into all the 
nations, and Jerusalem will 
be trampled by the Gen-
tiles until the times of the 
Gentiles are fulfilled.

 ! The Times of the Gentiles? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9.3.8 Jesus warns about false Messiahs again.

Matthew Mark Luke
24:23 “If anyone tells you 
then, ‘Look, here is the 
Messiah!’ or, ‘Over here!’ 
do not believe it! 24:24 
False messiahs and false 
prophets will arise and 
perform great signs and 
wonders to lead astray, if 
possible, even the elect. 
24:25 Take note: I have 
told you in advance. 24:26 
So if they tell you, ‘Look, 
He’s in the wilderness!’ 
don’t go out; ‘Look, He’s 
in the inner rooms!’ do not 
believe it. 

13:21 “Then if anyone tells 
you, ‘Look, here is the Mes-
siah! Look—there!’ do not 
believe it! 13:22 For false 
messiahs and false prophets 
will rise up and will per-
form signs and wonders 
to lead astray, if possible, 
the elect. 13:23 And you 
must watch! I have told you 
everything in advance.
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9.3.9 Jesus gives two short figures about His Appearing

Matthew Mark Luke
24:27 For as the lightning 
comes from the east and 
flashes as far as the west, so 
will be the coming (parou-
sia)of the Son of Man. 
24:28 Wherever the carcass 
is, there the vultures will 
gather.  

 
 

9.3.10 Jesus foretells the Signs in the Heavens at the End:

Matthew Mark Luke
24:29 “Immediately after 
the tribulation of those 
days:
 
The sun will be darkened, 
and the moon will not shed 
its light; the stars will fall 
from the sky, and the celes-
tial powers will be shaken.

13:24 “But in those days, 
after that tribulation:
 
The sun will be darkened, 
and the moon will not shed 
its light; 13:25 the stars will 
be falling from the sky, and 
the celestial powers will be 
shaken.

21:25 “Then there will be 
signs in the sun, moon, and 
stars; and there will be an-
guish on the earth among 
nations bewildered by 
the roaring sea and waves. 
21:26 People will faint 
from fear and expectation 
of the things that are com-
ing on the world, because 
the celestial powers will be 
shaken. 

 ! Consistently throughout Scripture, these signs accompany the 
return of Christ.  
 

 ! The Celestial Powers: 
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9.3.11 Jesus foretells the “sign” of His Appearing

Matthew Mark Luke
24:30 “Then the sign of 
the Son of Man will appear 
in the sky, and then all the 
peoples of the earth will 
mourn; and they will see 
the Son of Man coming 
on the clouds of heaven 
with power and great glory. 
24:31 He will send out His 
angels with a loud trumpet, 
and they will gather His 
elect from the four winds, 
from one end of the sky to 
the other. 

13:26 Then they will see 
the Son of Man coming in 
clouds with great power 
and glory. 13:27 He will 
send out the angels and 
gather His elect from the 
four winds, from the end of 
the earth to the end of the 
sky. 

21:27 Then they will see 
the Son of Man coming in a 
cloud with power and great 
glory.  
 
21:28 But when these 
things begin to take place, 
stand up and lift up your 
heads, because your re-
demption is near!”

 ! The “Sign” of the Son of Man in Matthew seems to be His 
appearing with the clouds in power and glory. 

 ! The Gathering of the Elect/Chosen - Who is This? 
 

9.4 A Basic Sequence of End-Time Events based on Jesus’ teaching:

1. Many deceivers and false Messiahs will appear. 

2. Wars, famines and earthquakes are the beginnings of “birth pains.”

3. Trouble and persecutions will come for Jesus’ people - they will be 
hated for His Name’s sake. 

4. The Gospel will be proclaimed to the Nations

5. The Abomination of Desolation 

6. The Great Tribulation/Suffering
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7. Jerusalem will be trampled until the Times of the Gentiles is fulfilled. 

8. The Signs in the Heavens

9. The Appearing of Jesus - The Son of Man

10. The Gathering of the Elect/Chosen

9.5 The Parables of Preparation

9.5.1 The Lesson of the Fig Tree:

Matthew 24:32–44 “Now learn this parable from the fig tree: 
As soon as its branch becomes tender and sprouts leaves, you know that 
summer is near. 24:33 In the same way, when you see all these things, rec-
ognize that He is near—at the door!  
 24:34 I assure you: This generation will certainly not pass away until 
all these things take place. 24:35 Heaven and earth will pass away, but My 
words will never pass away. 

9.5.2 No One Knows the Day or the Hour...

Matthew 24:36  “Now concerning that day and hour no one knows—nei-
ther the angels in heaven, nor the Son—except the Father only. 

9.5.3 The Days of Noah > The Arrival of the Son of Man

Matthew 24:37   As the days of Noah were, so the coming 
(parousia) of the Son of Man will be. 24:38 For in those days before the 
flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until 
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the day Noah boarded the ark. 24:39 They didn’t know until the flood 
came and swept them all away. So this is the way the coming (parousia) of 
the Son of Man will be: 24:40 Then two men will be in the field: one will 
be taken and one left. 24:41 Two women will be grinding at the mill: one 
will be taken and one left. 

9.5.4 Be Alert!

Matthew 24:42  Therefore be alert, since you don’t know what day your 
Lord is coming. 24:43 But know this: If the homeowner had known what 
time the thief was coming, he would have stayed alert and not let his house 
be broken into. 24:44 This is why you also must be ready, because the Son 
of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.

• The Parable of the Faithful Servant/Slave (Matthew 24:45-51) empha-
sizes doing the will of the Master till He returns.

• The Parable of the Ten Virgins (Matthew 25:1-13) emphasizes prepar-
ing for the Groom’s arrival, always being alert.

• The Parable of the Talents (Matthew 25:14-30) emphasizes working 
faithfully and shrewdly until the Master returns. 

• The instruction about the “Sheep and Goat” Judgment gives revelation 
on the judging of the Nations. We will consider this later when we get to 
the Judgments to come. 
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9.6 Prophecy in Acts

9.6.1 The Kingdom is still in focus:

Acts 1:1–9  I wrote the first narrative, Theophilus, about all that Jesus 
began to do and teach 1:2 until the day He was taken up, after He had 
given orders through the Holy Spirit to the apostles He had chosen. 1:3 
After He had suffered, He also presented Himself alive to them by many 
convincing proofs, appearing to them during 40 days and speaking about 
the kingdom of God.  
 1:4 While He was together with them, He commanded them not to 
leave Jerusalem, but to wait for the Father’s promise. “This,” He said, “is 
what you heard from Me; 1:5 for John baptized with water, but you will be 
baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”  
 1:6 So when they had come together, they asked Him, “Lord, are You 
restoring the Kingdom to Israel at this time?”  
 1:7 He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or periods that 
the Father has set by His own authority. 1:8 But you will receive power 
when the Holy Spirit has come on you, and you will be My witnesses in 
Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”  
 1:9 After He had said this, He was taken up as they were watching, and 
a cloud took Him out of their sight.

 ! It is important to note that the disciples were still expecting a 
restoration of the Kingdom to Israel!

 ! It is also important to note that the Apostles preach and teach 
on the Kingdom all throughout Acts. See Acts 8:12, 19:8, 20:25, 
28:23, 28:31

Acts 28:30–31 Then he (Paul) stayed two whole years in his own rented 
house. And he welcomed all who visited him, 28:31 proclaiming the 
kingdom of God and teaching the things concerning the Lord Jesus 
Christ with full boldness and without hindrance.
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9.6.2 The way of Jesus’ return in foretold:

Acts 1:10–11 While He was going, they were gazing into heaven, and 
suddenly two men in white clothes stood by them. 1:11 They said, “Men 
of Galilee, why do you stand looking up into heaven? This Jesus, who has 
been taken from you into heaven, will come in the same way that you 
have seen Him going into heaven.”

9.6.3 Peter links the past promises with future Hope:

Acts 3:11–26 While he (the lame man at the Beautiful Gate in the Tem-
ple) was holding on to Peter and John, all the people, greatly amazed, ran 
toward them in what is called Solomon’s Colonnade.  
 3:12 When Peter saw this, he addressed the people: “Men of Israel, 
why are you amazed at this? Or why do you stare at us, as though we had 
made him walk by our own power or godliness? 3:13 The God of Abra-
ham, Isaac, and Jacob, the God of our fathers, has glorified His Servant Je-
sus, whom you handed over and denied in the presence of Pilate, when he 
had decided to release Him. 3:14 But you denied the Holy and Righteous 
One and asked to have a murderer given to you. 3:15 You killed the source 
of life, whom God raised from the dead; we are witnesses of this. 3:16 By 
faith in His name, His name has made this man strong, whom you see 
and know. So the faith that comes through Him has given him this perfect 
health in front of all of you. 3:17 “And now, brothers, I know that you did 
it in ignorance, just as your leaders also did. 3:18 But what God predicted 
through the mouth of all the prophets—that His Messiah would suffer—
He has fulfilled in this way.  
 3:19 Therefore repent and turn back, so that your sins may be wiped 
out, that seasons of refreshing may come from the presence of the 
Lord, 3:20 and that He may send Jesus, who has been appointed for you 
as the Messiah. 3:21 Heaven must welcome Him until the times of the 
restoration of all things, which God spoke about by the mouth of His 



TSF | Biblical Eschatology  II44

holy prophets from the beginning. 3:22 Moses said: 
 The Lord your God will raise up for you a Prophet like me from among 
your brothers. You must listen to Him in everything He will say to you. 
3:23  And everyone who will not listen to that Prophet will be complete-
ly cut off from the people. 
 3:24 “In addition, all the prophets who have spoken, from Samuel and 
those after him, have also announced these days. 3:25 You are the sons of 
the prophets and of the covenant that God made with your ancestors, say-
ing to Abraham, And all the families of the earth will be blessed through 
your offspring. 3:26 God raised up His Servant and sent Him first to you 
to bless you by turning each of you from your evil ways.”

9.6.4 Paul warns of the future judgment of the world:

Acts 17:30–32  …“Therefore, having overlooked the times of ignorance, 
God now commands all people everywhere to repent, 17:31 because He 
has set a day when He is going to judge the world in righteousness by 
the Man He has appointed. He has provided proof of this to everyone by 
raising Him from the dead.”

 ! This one statement draws together several truths that have been 
developing up to this point:

1. A Day of Judgment has been set - it is coming

2. the whole world will be judged

3. the standard of judgment will be righteousness - thinking and doing the 
right thing, in the right way, at the right time, with the right motives.

4. Jesus has been appointed to be the judge -  
“The Father, in fact, judges no one but has given all judgment to 
the Son, so that all people will honor the Son just as they honor the 
Father. Anyone who does not honor the Son does not honor the Fa-
ther who sent Him.” ( John 5:22-23)


