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The following notes are focused on the judgment of believers/Christ’s people. The judgment of 
unbelievers is a separate issue that we are not discussing here. 

1 There is a Day of Judgment coming for all people.

Acts 17:30–31  “Therefore, having overlooked the times of ignorance, God 
now commands all people everywhere to repent, 17:31 because He has set a day when 
He is going to judge the world in righteousness by the Man He has appointed. He has 
provided proof of this to everyone by raising Him from the dead.”

2 We must all stand before Christ for judgment.

2 Corinthians 5:9  Therefore, whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim 
to be pleasing to Him. 5:10 For we must all appear before the tribunal [judgment seat] 
of Christ, so that each may be repaid for what he has done in the body, whether good or 
worthless [evil].  
 5:11 Therefore, because we know the fear of the Lord, we seek to persuade 
people. We are completely open before God, and I hope we are completely open to your 
consciences as well.

3 Father-God has already promised to make us blameless in the end.

1 Thessalonians 5:23–24 Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you 
completely. And may your spirit, soul, and body be kept sound and blameless for the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 5:24 He who calls you is faithful, who also will do it.

Colossians 1:21–23 Once you were alienated and hostile in your minds because of 
your evil actions. 1:22 But now He has reconciled you by His physical body through 
His death, to present you holy, faultless, and blameless before Him— 1:23 if indeed 
you remain grounded and steadfast in the faith and are not shifted away from the hope of 
the Gospel that you heard. 

4 The standard for Judgment will be righteousness based in motives.

1 Corinthians 4:5  Therefore do not pronounce judgment before the time, before 
the Lord comes, who will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness and will 
disclose the purposes of the heart. 

Romans 2:6  He will repay each one according to his works: 2:7 eternal life to those 
who by persistence in doing good seek glory, honor, and immortality; 2:8 but wrath 
and indignation to those who are self-seeking and disobey the truth but are obeying 



unrighteousness; 2:9 affliction and distress for every human being who does evil, first to 
the Jew, and also to the Greek; 2:10 but glory, honor, and peace for everyone who does 
what is good, first to the Jew, and also to the Greek. 

5 With this in mind, our goal should be to be pleasing to Christ.

See 2 Corinthians 5:9 above. 

All see 2 Peter 1:1-11 on the specific ways we can be fruitful and effective.

6 All the useless, worthless things we have done will be burned up. 

1 Corinthians 3:9–15  For we are God’s coworkers. You are God’s field, God’s building. 
3:10 According to God’s grace that was given to me, I have laid a foundation as a skilled 
master builder, and another builds on it. But each one must be careful how he builds 
on it. 3:11 For no one can lay any other foundation than what has been laid down. That 
foundation is Jesus Christ. 3:12 If anyone builds on that foundation with gold, silver, 
costly stones, wood, hay, or straw, 3:13 each one’s work will become obvious, for the 
day will disclose it, because it will be revealed by fire; the fire will test the quality of each 
one’s work. 3:14 If anyone’s work that he has built survives, he will receive a reward. 
3:15 If anyone’s work is burned up, it will be lost, but he will be saved; yet it will be 
like an escape through fire.

7 In the end, we will each receive praise.

1 Corinthians 4:1–5 This is how one should regard us, as servants of Christ and 
stewards of the mysteries of God. 4:2 Moreover, it is required of stewards that they be 
found faithful. 4:3 But with me it is a very small thing that I should be judged by you 
or by any human court. In fact, I do not even judge myself. 4:4 For I am not aware of 
anything against myself, but I am not thereby acquitted. It is the Lord who judges me. 
4:5 Therefore do not pronounce judgment before the time, before the Lord comes, who 
will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness and will disclose the purposes of the 
heart. Then each one will receive his commendation [praise] from God.

8 Those who belong to Christ will also take part in the Judgment. 

1 Corinthians 6:2–3 Or don’t you know that the saints will judge the world? And 
if the world is judged by you, are you unworthy to judge the smallest cases? 6:3 Don’t 
you know that we will judge angels—not to mention ordinary matters? 


