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What? We Proclaim Christ by warning all people and teaching all people with all wisdom 
so that we may present every person mature in Christ. Toward this goal we labor, 
struggling according to His power that powerfully works in us. [Colossians 1:28-
29]

Why?  We believe that men and women are eternally transformed as they cultivate a 
deep personal relationship with Jesus The Messiah (The Living Word) by means 
of learning the Written Word (The Bible) in the context of our deep relationships 
within the Body of Christ.

How? Truth Seekers Fellowship exists to: 
1. CREATE Christ-focused, Bible Based studies that promote Life Transformation, 
not merely information transfer. 
2. DEVELOP classes, resources and tools around our Milk to Meat strategy of 
teaching the core elements of the faith with a view to cultivating mature disciples of 
Christ.  
3. INVEST in the lives of willing and hungry students in both the “classroom” 
setting, but even more importantly in smaller “life on life” contexts. 

Vision: It is the responsibility of the Body of Christ (The Church) as a whole to “make 
disciples of all nations” (Matthew 28:18) and grow them to spiritual maturity in 
Christ. Truth Seekers Fellowship assists the Body of Christ in the primary ministry 
sphere of Teaching 1) by offering Christ focused, Biblical instruction and 2) by 
training and equipping others in the teaching ministry. All of this is done with a 
view to promoting Oneness in the Body of Christ  
( John 17:20-21, Ephesians 4:1-6).

Unless otherwise noted, all Scripture quotations are taken from the Holman Christian 
Standard Bible®, Used by Permission HCSB ©1999,2000,2002,2003,2009 Holman Bible 
Publishers. Holman Christian Standard Bible®, Holman CSB®, and HCSB® are federally 
registered trademarks of Holman Bible Publishers.
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1 What is Eschatology?

Eschatology is the study of Last Things:  
the final events in human history,  
the destiny of human beings (collectively and individually),  
and the Age to Come. 

1.1 There are two basic topics in the study of Eschatology:

1.1.1 Historical Eschatology: 

1.1.2 Personal Eschatology: 
 

1.2 Eschatology is founded on Prophecy.

Ultimately, eschatology entails the study of prophecy—The Lord-God 
foretelling people and events of future history (from the view of the prophet or 
prophetic word). 
Isaiah 46:7–10    
“Remember this and stand firm, recall it to mind, you transgressors, 46:9 
remember the former things of old;  
for I am God, and there is no other;  
I am God, and there is none like me,  
46:10 declaring the end from the beginning  
and from ancient times things not yet done,  
saying, ‘My counsel shall stand,  
and I will accomplish all my purpose,’… {ESV}
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2 Why Should We Study Prophecy and Eschatology?

2.1 Studying prophecy and eschatology gives us Hope.

Romans 15:4  For whatever was written in former days was written for our 
instruction, that through endurance and through the encouragement of 
the Scriptures we might have hope. {ESV}

Key Definition: Hope is the confident expectation that all things—
especially my life—will turn out well because God will be 
who He promises to be and do what He promises to do.

1 Thessalonians 4:13, 18  We do not want you to be unin-
formed, brothers, concerning those who are asleep, so that you will not 
grieve like the rest, who have no hope.… 4:18 Therefore encourage one 
another with these words.

2.2 Studying prophecy and eschatology enables us to know Jesus our 
Lord and Savior more deeply.

2.2.1 ALL The Scriptures testify about Jesus.

John 5:38–40   [ Jesus says to those opposed to Him] “You study the Scrip-
tures thoroughly because you think in them you possess eternal life, and it 
is these same Scriptures that testify about me, 5:40 but you are not willing 
to come to me so that you may have life.” {NET}
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2.2.2 In the last prophetic book of the Bible—Revelation—Jesus is 
the source and content of the revelation.

Revelation 1:1–2 The revelation of Jesus Christ that God gave 
Him to show His slaves what must quickly take place. He sent it and sig-
nified it through His angel to His slave John, 1:2 who testified [martureo] 
to God’s word and to the testimony [marturia]about Jesus Christ, in all he 
saw.

2.2.3 In the final analysis, the testimony from/about Jesus is the 
spirit of prophecy:

Revelation 19:10  [The angel said to John] “Worship God,  
because the testimony [marturia] about Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.”

• testimony = a message, information about a person or an event about 
which the speaker has direct, personal knowledge. This is the word 
group (martureo [v], marturia [n]) from which our term martyr is 
derived.

• of or about Jesus = there is an interpretation issue here since the prepo-
sition can be translated as 1) the testimony of Jesus, which would mean 
a message from Jesus, or 2) the testimony about Jesus, which would 
mean a message that tells us something about Jesus. In my view the 
ambiguity is purposeful. Prophecy is ultimately a message from Jesus 
about Jesus! See the passages from Luke 24 below.

• spirit = here this is probably a reference to the Holy Spirit inspiring the 
prophetic word which points to Jesus. Peter touches on this when he 
says:

1 Peter 1:10–12  Concerning this salvation [Peter has been talking about 
their ‘great salvation’], the prophets who prophesied about the grace that 
would come to you searched and carefully investigated. 1:11 They in-
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quired into what time or what circumstances the Spirit of Christ within 
them was indicating when He testified in advance to the messianic suffer-
ings and the glories that would follow. 1:12 It was revealed to them that 
they were not serving themselves but you. These things have now been 
announced to you through those who preached the gospel to you by the 
Holy Spirit sent from heaven. Angels desire to look into these things.

2.2.4 Jesus was foretold in all the Hebrew Scriptures. 

Luke 24:25–27 He [ Jesus] said to them [the disciples on the road to 
Emmaus], “How unwise and slow you are to believe in your hearts all that 
the prophets have spoken! 24:26 Didn’t the Messiah have to suffer these 
things and enter into His glory?” 24:27 Then beginning with Moses and all 
the Prophets, He interpreted for them the things concerning Himself in all 
the Scriptures.

Luke 24:43–45  Then He told them, “These are My words that I spoke to 
you while I was still with you—that everything written about Me in the 
Law of Moses, the Prophets, and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” 24:45 Then 
He opened their minds to understand the Scriptures.

• The Law of Moses = Genesis—Deuteronomy

• The Prophets = Joshua, Judges, Samuel, Kings, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Eze-
kiel, and The Twelve Minor Prophets.

• The Psalms = The Psalms were the first collection in the last division of 
the Hebrew Bible called The Writings which also included, Proverbs, 
Job, Song of Songs, Ruth, Lamentations, Ecclesiastes, Esther, Daniel, 
Ezra-Nehemiah, Chronicles
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2.3 Studying prophecy and eschatology helps us to know Scripture 
more completely and holistically.

 ! If you read through the whole episode in Luke 24, you see an 
interesting progression: 

• The Scriptures are opened by Jesus to the disciples on the road to 
Emmaus so that their hearts burn within them.

• The eyes of the disciples are opened to see and recognize Jesus when 
He breaks bread with them.

• The minds of the disciples are opened by Jesus to understand The 
Scriptures.  
 

Named one of the best science images of 2008 by the National Geographic 
News, “Visualizing the Bible “…brings to light the interconnected nature 
of one of the world’s most familiar books.”

What you are seeing: The dark bar graph that runs along the bottom 
represents all of the chapters in the Bible. The length of each bar denotes 
the number of verses in the chapter. Genesis is represented on the far left, 
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Psalm 119 is in the middle, and Revelation on the far right. The arcs repre-
sent 63,779 cross references identified by Christoph Römhild. These threads 
show how key concepts are connected throughout the Bible. 

Created by Chris Harrison, a Ph.D. student in the Human-Computer 
Interaction Institute at Carnegie Mellon University, in collaboration with 
Christoph Römhild, a Lutheran Pastor. You can visit his site to find the full 
resolution color version of this image: http://www.chrisharrison.net/proj-
ects/bibleviz

2.4 Studying prophecy and eschatology enables us to answer the Four, 
Core Life Questions:

2.4.1 Where did We come from? (Origin)

2.4.2 Where are We heading? (Destiny) 
This is THE question of Eschatology!!

2.4.3 Why are We here? (Purpose)

2.4.4 How Should We Live? (Ethics)

2.5 Studying prophecy and eschatology encourages us toward holy 
living, preparing for the return of the Lord. 

2 Peter 3:11–12 Since all these things (the Heavens and the Earth) are thus 
to be dissolved, what sort of people ought you to be in lives of holiness and 
godliness, 3:12 waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, 
because of which the heavens will be set on fire and dissolved, and the 
heavenly bodies will melt as they burn!
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3 How Will We Study Prophecy and Eschatology

3.1 The Principle of Progressive Revelation 
 
 
 

3.2 The Principle of Messianic Refraction/Refocusing 
 
 
 
 

HEBREW SCRIPTURES (OT)

Progressive Revelation:
We read forward from the OT to the NT, 
letting the theological plot develop.

Messianic Refraction/Re�ection
We read the OT in light of the NT 
allowing the revelation of Jesus
to help us see more clearly.

GREEK SCRIPTURES (NT)
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3.2.1 The Big Picture (Narrative Mirroring, Chiastic Structure)
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4 Prophecy in The Book of Moses (The Torah, The Law)

4.1 Genesis 1—2: Some basic patterns

Genesis 1:1–4 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 
1:2 Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness covered the surface 
of the watery depths, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the surface 
of the waters. 1:3 Then God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 
1:4 God saw that the light was good, and God separated the light from the 
darkness.

4.1.1 The Lord-God shapes the formless.

4.1.2 The Lord-God fills what was empty.

4.1.3 The Spirit is hovering, brooding over the chaotic, anticipating 
the forming and filling of creation. 

4.1.4 The Lord-God speaks, creates by the power of His Word.

4.2 The Purpose of Humanity.

Genesis 1:26–28 Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our 
image, according to Our likeness. They will rule the fish of the sea, the 
birds of the sky, the livestock, all the earth, and the creatures that crawl on 
the earth.” 1:27 So God created man in His own image; He created him 
in the image of God; He created them male and female. 1:28 God blessed 
them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful, multiply, fill the earth, and sub-
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due it. Rule the fish of the sea, the birds of the sky, and every creature that 
crawls on the earth.”

4.2.1 To BE the image and likeness of God in creation.

4.2.2 To rule over the earth.

4.2.3 To be fruitful, to multiply and fill the earth (The Blessing)

4.3 The Divine Vision of Creation

In Genesis 1-2, we see the basic pattern of God’s intention in this relation-
ship with humanity: God dwells with His people in His sacred space. This 
becomes a refrain in several key prophetic or promissory texts:
Genesis 17:7–8 (Speaking to Abraham) I will keep My covenant between 
Me and you, and your future offspring throughout their generations, as an 
everlasting covenant to be your God and the God of your offspring after 
you. 17:8 And to you and your future offspring I will give the land where 
you are residing—all the land of Canaan—as an eternal possession, and I 
will be their God.”

Ezekiel 37:20–28 …This is what the Lord God says: I am 
going to take the Israelites out of the nations where they have gone. I will 
gather them from all around and bring them into their own land. 37:22 
I will make them one nation in the land, on the mountains of Israel, and 
one king will rule over all of them. They will no longer be two nations and 
will no longer be divided into two kingdoms. 37:23 They will not defile 
themselves anymore with their idols, their detestable things, and all their 
transgressions. I will save them from all their apostasies by which they 
sinned, and I will cleanse them. Then they will be My people, and I will 
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be their God… 37:27 My dwelling place will be with them; I will be their 
God, and they will be My people. 37:28 When My sanctuary is among 
them forever, the nations will know that I, Yahweh, sanctify Israel.”

2 Corinthians 6:16  And what agreement does God’s sanctuary 
have with idols? For we are the sanctuary of the living God, as God said: I 
will dwell among them and walk among them, and I will be their God, and 
they will be My people.

Revelation 21:3  And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, 
the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they 
will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God.

4.4 The first Prophetic Word: Genesis 3:14-15 - The Serpent and The Seed

By the time we get to Genesis 3, a lot has happened. The Lord-God has 
created the world and all that is in it. He has created the first two humans—
Adam and Eve—in His image and likeness to rule over the Earth. Through 
the temptation of the Serpent, the man and woman rebel against the Lord-
God and bring sin, condemnation and death into the human experience (See 
Romans 5:12-21 for more insight on this).

Yet in the middle of what should have been an utter disaster, the Lord-
God gives hope through His prophetic word:

Genesis 3:14–15  Then the Lord God said to the serpent:  
Because you have done this, you are cursed more than any livestock and 
more than any wild animal. You will move on your belly and eat dust all 
the days of your life. 3:15 I will put hostility between you and the woman, 
and between your seed and her seed. He will strike your head, and you will 
strike his heel.
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4.4.1 Hostility between the serpent and the woman, 
and between the woman’s “seed” and the serpent’s seed 

 ! The term “seed” is a key prophetic idea from this point forward. 
(We will discuss in depth when we get to Abraham)

4.4.2 The Strike to the head, the strike to the heel

Clearly this text refers to the ongoing warfare in human history between the 
purposes of the Lord-God and of our relentless enemy, Satan, The Devil. 
This text, poetic and vague at first, is clearly revealed to be a reference to Sa-
tan “striking the heel” of Jesus in His crucifixion and death, but Jesus “strik-
ing the head” of Satan (a mortal wound), destroying the Devil and his works 
through The Cross and the resurrection. 
Hebrews 2:14–16  Now since the children have flesh and blood 
in common, Jesus also shared in these, so that through His death He might 
destroy the one holding the power of death—that is, the Devil— 2:15 and 
free those who were held in slavery all their lives by the fear of death. 2:16 
For it is clear that He does not reach out to help angels, but to help Abra-
ham’s offspring.

Colossians 2:15   Disarming the rulers and authorities, He has 
made a public disgrace of them, triumphing over them by the cross.

4.4.3 Key Prophetic Pattern: The Lord gives hope in the midst of 
judgment. In the midst of humanity’s failure (and sinfulness) 
the Lord promises blessing. The Lord makes promises of a 
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future outcome to counteract the works of evil. This pattern is 
seen throughout the rest of Genesis:

Human Failure and Sinfulness The Lord’s Blessing

The Rebellion (Gen 3:1-13) The Foretelling of a Seed (Gen 3:15)

The Flood (Gen 6-8) The Foretelling of Shem’s prominence 
(Gen 9:25-27)

Babel and the Scattering (Gen 11) The Promise of Blessing for all the fami-
lies of the earth (Gen 12:1-3)

The Treachery of Israel (Gen 37-46) The Blessing of Joseph (Gen 47-50)

4.4.4 Prophecy, Pattern, and Fulfillment:

Dark Grey= FOCUS
Light Grey= SIGNIFICANCE

�e Word 
is Spoken

                  FOCUS: What at �rst is general or vague...  over time...  becomes very speci�c
SIGNIFICANCE: What at �rst seems insigni�cant...  over time...  becomes universally signi�cant

�e Word 
is Ful�lled

and 
"Filled Out"

The Typological Patterns of Prophetic Ful�llment

4.4.5 The Ultimate Identity of the Serpent:

Revelation 12:1–9 …12:3 And another sign appeared in heav-
en: behold, a great red dragon, with seven heads and ten horns, and on 
his heads seven diadems. 12:4 His tail swept down a third of the stars of 
heaven and cast them to the earth. … 
  12:7 Now war arose in heaven, Michael and his angels fighting against 
the dragon. And the dragon and his angels fought back, 12:8 but he was 
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defeated, and there was no longer any place for them in heaven. 12:9 And 
the great dragon was thrown down, that ancient serpent, who is called 
the devil and Satan, the deceiver of the whole world—he was thrown 
down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him.   to be con-
tinued...

Romans 16:20  The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet. 
The grace of our Lord Jesus be with you.

4.4.6 The Ultimate Identity of the Seed:

4.5 The Hope of the One to Come

Genesis 5:28–30 Lamech was 182 years old when he fathered 
a son. 5:29 And he named him Noah (rest/comfort/relief), saying, “This 
one will bring us relief from the agonizing labor of our hands, caused by 
the ground the Lord has cursed.” 5:30 Lamech lived 595 years after Noah’s 
birth, and he fathered other sons and daughters.

4.6 Promise and Covenant: 

4.6.1 Noah and His sons are blessed:

Genesis 9:1  And God blessed Noah and his sons and said to them, “Be 
fruitful and multiply and fill the earth.



TSF | All Things Made New 17

4.6.2 The Promise and Noahic Covenant:

Genesis 9:8–10   Then God said to Noah and his sons with 
him, 9:9 “Understand that I am confirming My covenant with you and 
your descendants after you, 9:10 and with every living creature that is with 
you—birds, livestock, and all wildlife of the earth that are with you—all 
the animals of the earth that came out of the ark.

 ! The promise here and the Covenant set the stage for the other 
promises and covenants in the post-flood world. In his grace, 
the Lord-God gives signs to remind of his promises and His 
faithfulness:

Genesis 9:14–15 Whenever I form clouds over the earth 
and the bow appears in the clouds, 9:15 I will remember My covenant 
between Me and you and all the living creatures: water will never again 
become a flood to destroy every creature.

4.6.3 The Blessing of Shem

Genesis 9:24–27  When Noah awoke from his drinking and 
learned what his youngest son had done to him, 9:25 he said: Canaan will 
be cursed. He will be the lowest of slaves to his brothers. 9:26 He also said:  
Praise the LORD (YHWH), the God of Shem;  
 Canaan will be his slave.  
9:27 God will extend Japheth;  
 he will dwell in the tents of Shem;  
 Canaan will be his slave.

 ! As in Genesis 3, we have blessing in the midst of cursing.



TSF | Biblical Eschatology 18

 ! The big question is “Who is the ‘he’ in ‘he will dwell in the tents 
of Shem’”? This could be a reference to The LORD or to Japheth.  
 
In poetic/prophetic texts like this one, I have become convinced 
that the ambiguity is intentional opening the door for a both/and 
interpretation rather than an either/or interpretation. Both The 
LORD and Japheth dwells in Shem’s tents symbolizing blessing 
and the ability to bless.  
 
Whatever the case it is clear that Shem (his name means ‘name’) 
is blessed above his brothers. From Shem comes the semitic people 
groups, including the family of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.

4.7 From Babel to the Abrahamic Blessing, Promises and Covenant

Genesis 11  11:1 At one time the whole earth had the same language 
and vocabulary. 11:2 As people migrated from the east, they found a valley 
in the land of Shinar and settled there… 11:4 And they said, “Come, let 
us build ourselves a city and a tower with its top in the sky. Let us make 
a name for ourselves; otherwise, we will be scattered over the face of the 
whole earth.”   11:5 Then the Lord came down to look over 
the city and the tower that the men were building. 11:6 The Lord said, “If 
they have begun to do this as one people all having the same language, 
then nothing they plan to do will be impossible for them. 11:7 Come, let 
Us go down there and confuse their language so that they will not under-
stand one another’s speech.” 11:8 So from there the Lord scattered them 
over the face of the whole earth, and they stopped building the city. 11:9 
Therefore its name is called Babel/Babylon, for there the Lord confused 
the language of the whole earth, and from there the Lord scattered them 
over the face of the whole earth.  
 11:10 These are the family records of Shem…11:27 These are the 
family records of Terah. Terah fathered Abram, Nahor, and Haran, and 
Haran fathered Lot…
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4.7.1 Babel/Babylon plays significantly in the larger Biblical 
narrative. It is the first and last city/country/place that 
signifies complete rebellion against the Lord-God: 

4.7.2 The Lord Makes Promises to Abraham

It is difficult to overstate the significance and importance of the Promises 
and Covenant that the Lord makes with Abram/Abraham. What the Lord 
reveals to Abraham sets the stage for the rest of the Scriptures.
*Genesis 1-11 was ruled by all the curses that were brought about by human fail-
ure; the sheer number of times that the Lord uses the term “bless” in Genesis 12 
shows that with Abraham He is beginning to reverse what was undone previously.  
 

Genesis 12:1–3   The Lord said to Abram:  Go out from your 
land, your relatives, and your father’s house to the land that I will show 
you.  
12:2 I will make you into a great nation, I will bless you,  
I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing.  
12:3 I will bless those who bless you,  
 I will curse those who treat you with contempt,  
 and all the peoples (families) on earth will be blessed through you.

 ! Blessing: The Lord enables a person to fulfill the purposes for 
which he/she was created leading to peace, joy, and prosperity. 

#1 A Great Nation

#2 A Great Name 

#3 Abram/Abraham will be blessed

#4 Abram/Abraham will be a blessing
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#5 The Lord will bless those who bless Abram

#6 The Lord will curse those who curse Abram

#7 All the peoples (families) will be blessed through Abram 
 

 ! In the NT, Paul recalls this last promise and links it to the 
preaching of the Gospel:

Galatians 3:8–9  Now the Scripture saw in advance that God 
would justify the Gentiles by faith and told the good news ahead of time to 
Abraham, saying, All the nations will be blessed through you. 3:9 So those 
who have faith are blessed with Abraham, who had faith. 
 

4.7.3 The Lord also grants/promises the Land to Abraham and his 
“seed”: 

Genesis 12:4–7  So Abram went, as the Lord had told him, 
and Lot went with him. Abram was 75 years old when he left Haran. 12:5 
He took his wife Sarai, his nephew Lot, all the possessions they had ac-
cumulated, and the people he had acquired in Haran, and they set out for 
the land of Canaan. When they came to the land of Canaan, 12:6 Abram 
passed through the land to the site of Shechem, at the oak of Moreh. At 
that time the Canaanites were in the land. 12:7 Then the Lord appeared to 
Abram and said, “I will give this land to your offspring.” So he built an 
altar there to the Lord who had appeared to him.
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Genesis 13:14–17 After Lot had separated from him, the Lord 
said to Abram, “Look from the place where you are. Look north and south, 
east and west, 13:15 for I will give you and your offspring forever all the 
land that you see. 13:16 I will make your offspring like the dust of the 
earth, so that if anyone could count the dust of the earth, then your off-
spring could be counted. 13:17 Get up and walk around the land, through 
its length and width, for I will give it to you.”

 ! Even though by this time Abram and Sarah were well advanced in 
years, the provision of a “seed” would come from Abraham’s own 
body. 

Genesis 15:1–5   After these events, the word of the Lord 
came to Abram in a vision:  Do not be afraid, Abram. I am your shield; 
your reward will be very great. 15:2 But Abram said, “Lord God, what can 
You give me, since I am childless and the heir of my house is Eliezer of 
Damascus?” 15:3 Abram continued, “Look, You have given me no off-
spring, so a slave born in my house will be my heir.” 15:4 Now the word of 
the Lord came to him: “This one will not be your heir; instead, one who 
comes from your own body will be your heir.” 15:5 He took him outside 
and said, “Look at the sky and count the stars, if you are able to count 
them.” Then He said to him, “Your offspring will be that numerous.”

4.7.4 The Lord “Cuts” a Covenant with Abraham as binding pledge 
of His faithfulness to do all that He promised.

Genesis 15:6–21  Abram believed the Lord, and He credited it 
to him as righteousness.  
 15:7 He (The LORD) also said to him (Abram), “I am Yahweh who 
brought you from Ur of the Chaldeans to give you this land to possess.” 
15:8 But he said, “Lord God, how can I know that I will possess it?”  
 15:9 He (The LORD) said to him (Abram), “Bring Me a three-year-
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old cow, a three-year-old female goat, a three-year-old ram, a turtledove, 
and a young pigeon.” 15:10 So he brought all these to Him, split them 
down the middle, and laid the pieces opposite each other, but he did not 
cut up the birds. 15:11 Birds of prey came down on the carcasses, but 
Abram drove them away.  
 15:12 As the sun was setting, a deep sleep fell on Abram, and suddenly 
great terror and darkness descended on him. 15:13 Then the Lord said to 
Abram, “Know this for certain: Your offspring will be foreigners in a land 
that does not belong to them; they will be enslaved and oppressed 400 
years. 15:14 However, I will judge the nation they serve, and afterward 
they will go out with many possessions. 15:15 But you will go to your 
fathers in peace and be buried at a ripe old age. 15:16 In the fourth gen-
eration they will return here, for the iniquity of the Amorites has not yet 
reached its full measure.” 
  15:17 When the sun had set and it was dark, a smoking fire pot and 
a flaming torch appeared and passed between the divided animals. 15:18 
On that day the Lord made a covenant with Abram, saying, “I give this 
land to your offspring, from the brook of Egypt to the Euphrates River: 
15:19 the land of the Kenites, Kenizzites, Kadmonites, 15:20 Hittites, Per-
izzites, Rephaim, 15:21 Amorites, Canaanites, Girgashites, and Jebusites.”

• The Time of Slavery in Egypt is fortold.

• The Destruction of the “ites” is foretold.

• The Promise of the Land is confirmed in the Covenant ceremony 

4.7.5 Abraham’s Name is changed to signify the effect of the 
Promise:

Genesis 17:1–10  When Abram was 99 years old, the Lord 
appeared to him, saying, “I am God Almighty. Live in My presence and be 
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blameless. 17:2 I will establish My covenant between Me and you, and I 
will multiply you greatly.” 17:3 Then Abram fell facedown and God spoke 
with him: 17:4 “As for Me, My covenant is with you: you will become the 
father of many nations. 17:5 Your name will no longer be Abram, but 
your name will be Abraham, for I will make you the father of many 
nations. 17:6 I will make you extremely fruitful and will make nations 
and kings come from you. 17:7 I will keep My covenant between Me and 
you, and your future offspring throughout their generations, as an ever-
lasting covenant to be your God and the God of your offspring after you. 
17:8 And to you and your future offspring I will give the land where you 
are residing—all the land of Canaan—as an eternal possession, and I will 
be their God.” 17:9 God also said to Abraham, “As for you, you and your 
offspring after you throughout their generations are to keep My covenant. 
17:10 This is My covenant, which you are to keep, between Me and you 
and your offspring after you: Every one of your males must be circum-
cised.

• Circumcision: The Sign of the Covenant

 ! Abraham is the first Prophet!

Genesis 20:5–7 Then God said to him (Pharaoh) in the dream, “Yes, I know 
that you did this with a clear conscience. I have also kept you from sinning 
against Me. Therefore I have not let you touch her. 20:7 Now return the 
man’s wife, for he is a prophet (navi), and he will pray for you and you 
will live. But if you do not return her, know that you will certainly die, you 
and all who are yours.”

This is the first text we have which refers to a Prophet (navi the most used 
word for Prophet in Hebrew). 

…a prophet was a spokesman for God; he spake in God’s name and by 
his authority (Ex. 7:1). He is the mouth by which God speaks to men 
( Jer. 1:9; Isa. 51:16), and hence what the prophet says is not of man 
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but of God (2 Pet. 1:20, 21; comp. Heb. 3:7; Acts 4:25; 28:25). Proph-
ets were the immediate organs of God for the communication of his 
mind and will to men (Deut. 18:18, 19). The whole Word of God may 
in this general sense be spoken of as prophetic, inasmuch as it was writ-
ten by men who received the revelation they communicated from God, 
no matter what its nature might be. The foretelling of future events 
was not a necessary but only an incidental part of the prophetic office. 
The great task assigned to the prophets whom God raised up among 
the people was “to correct moral and religious abuses, to proclaim 
the great moral and religious truths which are connected with the 
character of God, and which lie at the foundation of his government.” 
Easton, M. G. (1893). In Easton’s Bible dictionary. New York: Harper 
& Brothers.

 ! Although Abraham is the first mentioned prophet, Moses 
becomes the standard for the Prophet. We will discuss this more 
later.

4.7.6 Because Abraham’s faithfulness was proven in the sacrifice of 
Isaac episode, the Lord reaffirms His faithfulness to do what 
He has promised.

Genesis 22:15–18  Then the Angel of the Lord called to Abra-
ham a second time from heaven 22:16 and said, “By Myself I have sworn,” 
this is the Lord’s declaration: “Because you have done this thing and have 
not withheld your only son, 22:17 I will indeed bless you and make your 
offspring as numerous as the stars of the sky and the sand on the seashore. 
Your offspring will possess the gates of their enemies. 22:18 And all the 
nations of the earth will be blessed by your offspring because you 
have obeyed My command.”
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4.7.7 The Promises are Passed to Isaac, Not Ishmael:

Genesis 26:1–5   There was another famine in the land in 
addition to the one that had occurred in Abraham’s time. And Isaac went 
to Abimelech, king of the Philistines, at Gerar. 26:2 The Lord appeared to 
him and said, “Do not go down to Egypt. Live in the land that I tell you 
about; 26:3 stay in this land as a foreigner, and I will be with you and bless 
you. For I will give all these lands to you and your offspring, and I will 
confirm the oath that I swore to your father Abraham. 26:4 I will make 
your offspring as numerous as the stars of the sky, I will give your offspring 
all these lands, and all the nations of the earth will be blessed by your off-
spring, 26:5 because Abraham listened to My voice and kept My man-
date, My commands, My statutes, and My instructions.”

 ! It is absolutely important to note here that God’s Faithfulness to 
the family of Abraham had been guaranteed because of Abraham’s 
faithfulness. The Lord promises to be faithful to Isaac on the basis 
of Abraham’s faithfulness, not Isaac’s faithfulness! 
 
This is the basic idea behind a Covenant of Grant common 
in the Ancient Near East. This type of covenant is a formal 
recognition of a faithful servant’s acts resulting in unconditional 
blessing which served to protect the rights of the servant and his 
family. This form usually included: 
> Promises from King to servant 
> Includes only Blessings for servant 
> Includes no conditions on servant 
> No curses for disobedience 
> Complete fulfillment will be given to the family as a whole, 
but individual participation is conditioned on continuing in the 
faithfulness of the fore-father who won the blessing. 
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4.7.8 Looking Toward the Fulfillment: Abraham is the “father of 
us all”—that is, all those who place their faith in the God of 
Abraham - YHWH > The Lord Jesus: 

Romans 4:9–17   Is this blessing then [to be right with God on 
the basis of faith not works] only for the circumcised, or also for the uncir-
cumcised? For we say that faith was counted to Abraham as righteousness. 
4:10 How then was it counted to him? Was it before or after he had been 
circumcised? It was not after, but before he was circumcised. 4:11 He 
received the sign of circumcision as a seal of the righteousness that he had 
by faith while he was still uncircumcised. The purpose was to make him 
the father of all who believe without being circumcised, so that righ-
teousness would be counted to them as well, 4:12 and to make him 
the father of the circumcised who are not merely circumcised but who 
also walk in the footsteps of the faith that our father Abraham had 
before he was circumcised. 4:13 For the promise to Abraham and his 
offspring that he would be heir of the world did not come through the law 
but through the righteousness of faith…4:16 That is why it depends on 
faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed 
to all his offspring—not only to the adherent of the law but also to the 
one who shares the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all, 4:17 
as it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”—in the pres-
ence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls 
into existence the things that do not exist. {ESV}

#1 Paul’s argument here in Romans (along with his argument in Ga-
latians 3) makes it clear that Abraham is the father (fore-father) of 
both Israelites ( Jews who were under the Law) and the Gentiles 
(The Nations). Both groups must walk in faith like Abraham in 
order to receive the blessing.  
 
This raises one of the most misunderstood aspects of Biblical 
Theology: being a descendant of Abraham (physically or spiritually) 
does not make one a member of national Israel or a Jew. The lineage 
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of Israel as a national identity is traced through Jacob/Israel. Thus 
in the Church era, we are spiritual sons and daughters of Abraham 
by faith, but that does not make us part of National, Ethic Israel. 
On top of all this, Abraham had many other children who became 
Gentile nations through his wife Keturah:

Genesis 25:1–6  Now Abraham had taken another wife, 
whose name was Keturah, 25:2 and she bore him Zimran, Jokshan, Med-
an, Midian, Ishbak, and Shuah. 25:3 Jokshan fathered Sheba and Dedan. 
Dedan’s sons were the Asshurim, Letushim, and Leummim. 25:4 And 
Midian’s sons were Ephah, Epher, Hanoch, Abida, and Eldaah. All these 
were sons of Keturah. 25:5 Abraham gave everything he owned to Isaac. 
25:6 And Abraham gave gifts to the sons of his concubines, but while he 
was still alive he sent them eastward, away from his son Isaac, to the land 
of the East.

#2 Paul also makes the argument in Galatians 3 that the Promises 
were intended to be fulfilled in one seed, not many. That one seed is 
Jesus:

Galatians 3:15–17 Brethren, I speak in terms of human re-
lations: even though it is only a man’s covenant, yet when it has been 
ratified, no one sets it aside or adds conditions to it. 3:16 Now the prom-
ises were spoken to Abraham and to his seed. He does not say, “And to 
seeds,” as referring to many, but rather to one, “And to your seed,” 
that is, Christ. 3:17 What I am saying is this: the Law, which came four 
hundred and thirty years later, does not invalidate a covenant previously 
ratified by God, so as to nullify the promise.
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4.7.9 The Promises are Passed to Jacob, Not Esau:

Genesis 28:10–15  Jacob left Beer-sheba and went toward 
Haran. 28:11 He reached a certain place and spent the night there because 
the sun had set. He took one of the stones from the place, put it there at his 
head, and lay down in that place. 28:12 And he dreamed: A stairway was 
set on the ground with its top reaching heaven, and God’s angels were go-
ing up and down on it. 28:13 Yahweh was standing there beside him, say-
ing, “I am Yahweh, the God of your father Abraham and the God of Isaac. 
I will give you and your offspring the land that you are now sleeping on. 
28:14 Your offspring will be like the dust of the earth, and you will spread 
out toward the west, the east, the north, and the south. All the peoples on 
earth will be blessed through you and your offspring. 28:15 Look, I am 
with you and will watch over you wherever you go. I will bring you back 
to this land, for I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised 
you.”

4.7.10 The Blessing of Jacob (Israel)

In Genesis 49, Jacob/Israel calls the sons to his death-bed to bless them. 
In each case, Jacob prophesies about the future of his sons. There are many 
significant things in this text but we are going to focus on the Seed/Promise 
thread that comes through Judah. 
Genesis 49:1  Then Jacob called his sons and said, “Gather around, and I 
will tell you what will happen to you in the days to come.… 
 49:8 Judah, your brothers will praise you. Your hand will be on the 
necks of your enemies; your father’s sons will bow down to you. 49:9 
Judah is a young lion— my son, you return from the kill. He crouches; 
he lies down like a lion or a lioness—who dares to rouse him? 49:10 The 
scepter will not depart from Judah or the staff from between his feet until 
He whose right it is comes and the obedience of the peoples belongs to 
Him. 49:11 He ties his donkey to a vine, and the colt of his donkey to the 
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choice vine. He washes his clothes in wine and his robes in the blood of 
grapes. 49:12 His eyes are darker than wine, and his teeth are whiter than 
milk.

#1 Judah is identified with the Lion

#2 The Scepter/Staff - Sign of Rule and Authority

#3 He whose right it is…

#4 Donkey’s, Vines, Wine, Grapes and Milk - Allusions to what is to 
come. 

The Family Line of Jesus the Messiah
Eve Adam The First Adam (Man)

Cain Seth Abel The Seed?

Noah The Second Adam

Ham Shem Japheth

Abraham The Father of the Promises

Ishmael Isaac The Son of Promise

Esau Jacob  
(Israel) The Nation of Promise

Judah 11 Brothers

David The King of Promise

Solomon

Jeconiah Remnant

Mary Joseph

Jesus
The Last Adam
The Promised Seed
The Promised King
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4.8 The Last Word in Genesis:

Genesis 50:15–21 When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father 
was dead, they said to one another, “If Joseph is holding a grudge against 
us, he will certainly repay us for all the suffering we caused him.” 50:16 
So they sent this message to Joseph, “Before he died your father gave a 
command: 50:17 ‘Say this to Joseph: Please forgive your brothers’ trans-
gression and their sin—the suffering they caused you.’ Therefore, please 
forgive the transgression of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph 
wept when their message came to him. 50:18 Then his brothers also came 
to him, bowed down before him, and said, “We are your slaves!” 50:19 But 
Joseph said to them, “Don’t be afraid. Am I in the place of God? 50:20 You 
planned evil against me; God planned it for good to bring about the 
present result—the survival of many people. 50:21 Therefore don’t be 
afraid. I will take care of you and your little ones.” And he comforted them 
and spoke kindly to them.

 ! Although this text does not contain prophecy, it does reference 
one of the most important themes in Scripture: The Lord God will 
work in and through the evil, sin, and failure of humanity to bring 
about his ultimate good! This reality is seen most clearly in The 
Cross where the greatest act of human rebellion and sin becomes 
the very means by which humanity can be saved. 

4.9 Exodus: THE Prophet Arises

Although Moses is the one who organizes the revelation of Genesis from 
past generations, from Exodus through Deuteronomy Moses becomes the 
“mouthpiece” for God—the prototypical prophet—and so a large portion of 
the prophetic parts of these books comes through Moses himself. 
The basic function of a prophet is outlined early on in the narrative in 
chapter 4 where Moses is called by YHWH to go to both the people of Israel 
and Pharaoh to deliver the Word of the LORD:
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Exodus 4:13–16, 7:1-2  But [Moses] said, “Oh, my Lord, 
please send someone else.” 4:14 Then the anger of the Lord was kindled 
against Moses and he said, “Is there not Aaron, your brother, the Levite? 
I know that he can speak well. Behold, he is coming out to meet you, and 
when he sees you, he will be glad in his heart. 4:15 You shall speak to 
him and put the words in his mouth, and I will be with your mouth 
and with his mouth and will teach you both what to do. 4:16 He shall 
speak for you to the people, and he shall be your mouth, and you shall 
be as God to him.  
 7:1 And the Lord said to Moses, “See, I have made you like God to 
Pharaoh, and your brother Aaron shall be your prophet. 7:2 You shall 
speak all that I command you, and your brother Aaron shall tell Pharaoh 
to let the people of Israel go out of his land. 

 ! Just as Moses gives the words to Aaron to say,  
so the LORD gives the words to the Prophet. 

4.9.1 Exodus begins with YHWH remembering His promises and 
fulfilling what He had foretold to Abraham:

Exodus 2:23–24  After a long time, the king of Egypt died. 
The Israelites groaned because of their difficult labor, and they cried out; 
and their cry for help ascended to God because of the difficult labor. 2:24 
So God heard their groaning, and He remembered His covenant with 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

4.9.2 Moses meets YHWH at the burning bush and is set apart to 
lead Israel out of Egypt under the Lord’s direction. 

Exodus 3:16–17  “Go and assemble the elders of Israel and 
say to them: Yahweh, the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob, has appeared to me and said: I have paid close attention to you 
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and to what has been done to you in Egypt. 3:17 And I have promised 
you that I will bring you up from the misery of Egypt to the land of the 
Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebusites—a land 
flowing with milk and honey.

4.9.3 The LORD foretells that Israel will come back to worship Him 
on the Holy Mountain—Sinai—once Pharoah lets them go:

Exodus 3:11–12  But Moses asked God, “Who am I that I 
should go to Pharaoh and that I should bring the Israelites out of Egypt?” 
3:12 He answered, “I will certainly be with you, and this will be the 
sign to you that I have sent you: when you bring the people out of 
Egypt, you will all worship God at this mountain.”

4.9.4 The Passover and Passover Lamb Symbolically/Typologically 
point to Jesus: Exodus 12:1-51 >> John 1:29, 1:36, 19:33, 
19:36; 1 Corinthians 5:7-8; 1 Peter 1:19

4.10 Leviticus: The Feasts as Prophetic Pattern

The feasts were a part of the Mosaic Law that was given to the Nation of 
Israel by God through Moses (Exodus 12; 23:14-17; Leviticus 23; Numbers 
28 & 29; and Deuteronomy 16). The people were commanded by God to 
celebrate seven feasts over a seven month period of time, beginning in the 
spring of the year and continuing through the fall.

The chart below shows the linear flow of these feasts. As you can see, 
they can be grouped into three clusters. The first three feasts Passover, 
Unleavened Bread, and First Fruits occur together in the spring of the year 
over a span of eight days. They are collectively referred to as “Passover.” The 
fourth feast, Harvest, occurs fifty days later at the beginning of the summer. 
By New Testament times this feast had come to be known by its Greek 
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name, Pentecost, a word meaning fifty. 
Three months later, the last three feasts Trumpets, Atonement, and Tab-

ernacles extend over a period of twenty-one days in the fall of the year. They 
are known collectively as “Tabernacles.”

It has long been observed that the crucial events surrounding Jesus’ ad-
vent occurred in sync with the Spring Feasts. Likewise, the Spirit was given 
on Pentecost/Harvest to empower the Church for its mission of “harvesting 
the Nations.” It has been suggested that the events of Jesus’ Return may also 
be in sync with the Fall Feasts:

PASSOVER PENTECOST TABERNACLES

Passover Unleavened 
Bread

First 
Fruits

Harvest Trumpets Atonement Tabernacles

1st Month
March-April

3rd Month
May-June

7th Month
September-October

14th Day 15th-21st 1st Sunday 
after  

Passover

6th Day 1st Day 10th Day 15th-21st

Passover The Crucifixion of Jesus
Unleavened Bread The Burial of Jesus

First Fruits The Resurrection of Jesus
Harvest The Descent of the Holy Spirit

Trumpets The Return of Jesus/Gathering of Church
Atonement The Saving of Israel
Tabernacles The Inauguration of The Kingdom

4.11 Numbers: I see Him, but not now…

4.11.1 The Messiah will be lifted up (like the bronze serpent):  
Numbers 21:6-9 >> John 3:14-18 
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*Jesus alludes to this passage as a “type” of the redemption 
that He would provide. 

4.11.2 A Star will come from Jacob:  
Numbers 24:17 >> Matthew 2:2

Numbers 24:3–9  The oracle of Balaam son of Beor, the ora-
cle of the man whose eyes are opened, 24:4 the oracle of one who hears 
the sayings of God, who sees a vision from the Almighty, who falls into a 
trance with his eyes uncovered: 24:5 How beautiful are your tents, Jacob, 
your dwellings, Israel. 24:6 They stretch out like river valleys, like gardens 
beside a stream, like aloes the Lord has planted, like cedars beside the wa-
ter. 24:7 Water will flow from his buckets, and his seed will be by abundant 
water. His king will be greater than Agag, and his kingdom will be exalted. 
24:8 God brought him out of Egypt; He is like the horns of a wild ox for 
them. He will feed on enemy nations and gnaw their bones; he will strike 
them with his arrows. 24:9 He crouches, he lies down like a lion or a li-
oness—who dares to rouse him? Those who bless you will be blessed, 
and those who curse you will be cursed.… 
 24:17 I see him, but not now; I perceive him, but not near. A star 
will come from Jacob, and a scepter will arise from Israel. He will 
smash the forehead of Moab and strike down all the Shethites. 24:18 
Edom will become a possession; Seir will become a possession of its ene-
mies, but Israel will be triumphant. 24:19 One who comes from Jacob will 
rule; he will destroy the city’s survivors.

 ! Balaam alludes to the promises given to Abraham and the 
blessing of Jacob given to Judah in 24:9 
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4.12 Deuteronomy: 

4.12.1 Deuteronomy 3:21-22. The promise of the land being 
inherited by Israel was repeated once again. This prophecy 
will be fulfilled (Ezek. 45-48; Amos 9:14-15).

4.12.2 Deuteronomy 4:25-31. Israel warned not to make idols or 
sin morally because God would judge them and drive them 
out of the land. This would ultimately come to pass at the time 
of The Exile.

4.12.3 Deuteronomy 18:15-18. A Prophet would come like 
Moses! They should listen to Him or God would hold them 
to account. This was fulfilled by Christ ( John 1:21-45; 6:14; 
Acts 3:22-23; 7:37).

Deuteronomy 18:15–20 “The Lord your God will raise up for you a 
prophet like me from among your own brothers. You must listen to him. 
18:16 This is what you requested from the Lord your God at Horeb on the 
day of the assembly when you said, ‘Let us not continue to hear the voice 
of the Lord our God or see this great fire any longer, so that we will not 
die!’ 18:17 Then the Lord said to me, ‘They have spoken well. 18:18 I will 
raise up for them a prophet like you from among their brothers. I will 
put My words in his mouth, and he will tell them everything I command 
him. 18:19 I will hold accountable whoever does not listen to My words 
that he speaks in My name. 18:20 But the prophet who dares to speak a 
message in My name that I have not commanded him to speak, or who 
speaks in the name of other gods—that prophet must die.’

 ! By the time of Jesus, the leaders were still looking for the 
fulfillment of this prophetic text:

John 1:19–21 This is John’s testimony when the Jews from Jerusalem sent 
priests and Levites to ask him, “Who are you?” 1:20 He did not refuse to 
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answer, but he declared: “I am not the Messiah.” 1:21 “What then?” they 
asked him. “Are you Elijah?” “I am not,” he said. “Are you The Prophet?” 
“No,” he answered.

#1 It is clear to see that in Jesus’ time there was an expectation that 
both Elijah and The Prophet were yet to be expected.

#2 In response to Jesus’ ministry, the people believe that He is the 
Prophet:

John 6:14 When the people saw the sign He had done, they said, “This 
really is the Prophet who was to come into the world!”

#3 Jesus links the acceptance of His ministry to acceptance of what 
Moses had taught and foretold:

John 5:45–47 Do not think that I will accuse you to the Father. Your ac-
cuser is Moses, on whom you have set your hope. 5:46 For if you believed 
Moses, you would believe Me, because he wrote about Me. 5:47 But if 
you don’t believe his writings, how will you believe My words?”

#4 Peter makes the point explicit that Jesus is the fulfillment of Deut 
18 by quoting it directly:

Acts 3:17–26   [Peter said] “And now, brothers, I know that you did it 
in ignorance, just as your leaders also did. 3:18 But what God predicted 
through the mouth of all the prophets—that His Messiah would suffer—
He has fulfilled in this way. 3:19 Therefore repent and turn back, so that 
your sins may be wiped out, that seasons of refreshing may come from the 
presence of the Lord, 3:20 and that He may send Jesus, who has been ap-
pointed for you as the Messiah. 3:21 Heaven must welcome Him until the 
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times of the restoration of all things, which God spoke about by the mouth 
of His holy prophets from the beginning.  
 3:22 Moses said: The Lord your God will raise up for you a Prophet 
like me from among your brothers. You must listen to Him in every-
thing He will say to you. 3:23 And everyone who will not listen to that 
Prophet will be completely cut off from the people. 3:24 “In addition, all 
the prophets who have spoken, from Samuel and those after him, have 
also announced these days. 3:25 You are the sons of the prophets and 
of the covenant that God made with your ancestors, saying to Abraham, 
And all the families of the earth will be blessed through your offspring. 
3:26 God raised up His Servant and sent Him first to you to bless you by 
turning each of you from your evil ways.”

4.12.4 Deuteronomy 28-30. These final chapters in the Book of 
Moses give a basic outline of Israel’s future from that point 
(about to enter the Promised Land under Joshua’s leadership) 
to the time of The Exile and the Return. 

Deuteronomy 28:1 “Now if you faithfully obey the Lord your 
God and are careful to follow all His commands I am giving you today, the 
Lord your God will put you far above all the nations of the earth. 28:2 All 
these blessings will come and overtake you, because you obey the Lord 
your God:…(12 verses of blessing)

Deuteronomy 28:15 “But if you do not obey the Lord your God 
by carefully following all His commands and statutes I am giving you to-
day, all these curses will come and overtake you:… 
(53 verses of curses!!)

 ! Moses is given the foresight to see that ALL of these things 
would come to pass. When the judgment and cursing of Israel 
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occurred in the time of the Downfall and Exile, the nations would 
understand what had happened:

Deuteronomy 29:24–29 All the nations will ask, ‘Why has the Lord 
done this to this land? Why this great outburst of anger?’ 29:25 Then peo-
ple will answer, ‘It is because they abandoned the covenant of Yahweh, 
the God of their fathers, which He had made with them when He 
brought them out of the land of Egypt. 29:26 They began to worship 
other gods, bowing down to gods they had not known—gods that the 
Lord had not permitted them to worship. 29:27 Therefore the Lord’s anger 
burned against this land, and He brought every curse written in this book 
on it. 29:28 The Lord uprooted them from their land in His anger, rage, 
and great wrath, and threw them into another land where they are today.’ 
29:29 The hidden things belong to the Lord our God, but the revealed 
things belong to us and our children forever, so that we may follow all the 
words of this law.

 ! As in the other prophetic texts, The Lord’s anger and wrath are 
not the last word. Moses is given a message of hope for rebellious 
Israel:

Deuteronomy 30:1 “When all these things happen to you—the 
blessings and curses I have set before you—and you come to your senses 
while you are in all the nations where the Lord your God has driven you, 
30:2 and you and your children return to the Lord your God and obey 
Him with all your heart and all your soul by doing everything I am giving 
you today, 30:3 then He will restore your fortunes, have compassion on 
you, and gather you again from all the peoples where the Lord your God 
has scattered you. 30:4 Even if your exiles are at the ends of the earth, 
He will gather you and bring you back from there. 30:5 The Lord your 
God will bring you into the land your fathers possessed, and you will take 
possession of it. He will cause you to prosper and multiply you more than 
He did your fathers. 30:6 The Lord your God will circumcise your heart 
and the hearts of your descendants, and you will love Him with all 
your heart and all your soul so that you will live.



TSF | All Things Made New 39

5 Prophecy in The Writings (History and Poetry)

5.1 Prophecy in Joshua: The LORD Is Faithful

In the book of Joshua, since the Lord is keeping constant company with Isra-
el, His foretelling of future events is largely concerned with the particulars of 
the Era of the Conquest. At the end of Joshua, one summary statement is of 
key significance:
Joshua 21:43–45 So the Lord gave Israel all the land He had 
sworn to give their fathers, and they took possession of it and settled 
there. 21:44 The Lord gave them rest on every side according to all He had 
sworn to their fathers. None of their enemies were able to stand against 
them, for the Lord handed over all their enemies to them. 21:45 None of 
the good promises the Lord had made to the house of Israel failed. Every-
thing was fulfilled.

• From later revelation, the book of Judges specifically, it becomes clear 
that this cannot be taken as a FULL-fillment of all that the LORD 
had in mind. There was still work to do in clearing the land, even to 
the time of David and beyond. This statement at the end of Joshua is 
simply meant to affirm that the LORD was faithful to do all that He 
had promised up to that point, but it was clearly not the total of all that 
He yet had in mind.  
 The beginning chapters of Judges makes this clear.  
See Judges 1:19,21, 27, 29-34; 2:1-3, 20-23; 3:1-4

5.2 Prophecy in Judges: The LORD remains Faithful

In the book of Judges the faithlessness of Israel is contrasted to the faithful-
ness of The LORD. Many of the prophecies here have to do with specific 
issues of the time, instructing and encouraging the various judges in their 
tasks. There are, however, a few important revelations that give shape to 
Israel’s future in the Land:
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Judges 2:1–3 The Angel of the Lord went up from Gilgal to Bochim and 
said, “I brought you out of Egypt and led you into the land I had promised 
to your fathers. I also said: I will never break My covenant with you. 2:2 
You are not to make a covenant with the people who are living in this land, 
and you are to tear down their altars. But you have not obeyed Me. What 
is this you have done? 2:3 Therefore, I now say: I will not drive out these 
people before you. They will be thorns in your sides, and their gods 
will be a trap for you.” 

Judges 2:20–23   The Lord’s anger burned against Israel, and 
He declared, “Because this nation has violated My covenant that I made 
with their fathers and disobeyed Me, 2:21 I will no longer drive out before 
them any of the nations Joshua left when he died. 2:22 I did this to test 
Israel and to see whether they would keep the Lord’s way by walking 
in it, as their fathers had.” 2:23 The Lord left these nations and did not 
drive them out immediately. He did not hand them over to Joshua.

Judges 3:1–4 These are the nations the Lord left in order to test Israel, 
since the Israelites had fought none of these in any of the wars with Ca-
naan. 3:2 This was to teach the future generations of the Israelites how to 
fight in battle, especially those who had not fought before. 3:3 These na-
tions included: the five rulers of the Philistines and all of the Canaanites, 
the Sidonians, and the Hivites who lived in the Lebanese mountains from 
Mount Baal-hermon as far as the entrance to Hamath. 3:4 The Lord left 
them to test Israel, to determine if they would keep the Lord’s com-
mands He had given their fathers through Moses.

 ! These statements set the stage for most of the history of Israel 
from the end of Joshua’s life to the rise of David and Solomon and 
beyond. 
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“The books of Joshua and Judges set the stage for the coming of Samu-
el, the last of the judges and the first of the prophets. In contrast to the 
book of Judges, which is one of moral and physical defeat, the book of 
Joshua is largely one of victory. Nestled between Judges and 1 Samuel, 
however, is the book of Ruth, which, though it contains no prophecies 
of the future, is itself a reminder that God’s purpose is to fulfill the 
promise of a coming Messiah. The lovely story of Ruth is one of the 
links leading up to David.”  
( John Walvoord, Every Prophecy of the Bible, 43)

5.3 Prophecy in Samuel: 

The books of Samuel form an important link between the time of the Con-
quest and Judges to the time of the Rise of The Monarchy. Samuel himself is 
both the last of the judges and the first of the great Prophets after Moses. 

5.3.1 1 Samuel 1:1-2:11: Samuel (meaning “heard by God”) 
is born in response to his mother Hannah’s prayer. He is 
dedicated completely to the LORD as Hannah promised. 

5.3.2 1 Samuel 2:35-36: The Lord removes the priesthood from 
Eli’s line (specifically Abiathar in 1 Kings 2:27) and gives it 
to Zadok a descendant of Eleazar, a son of Aaron (1 Kings 
2:27, 35). Because of the later priestly aspects of the Messiah’s 
ministry, this prophecy is another that seems to be “pregnant” 
with significance.

1 Samuel 2:30–3:1 “Therefore, this is the declaration of the 
Lord, the God of Israel:  ‘Although I said your family and your ancestral 
house would walk before Me forever, the Lord now says, “No longer!” I 
will honor those who honor Me, but those who despise Me will be dis-
graced. 2:31 “‘Look, the days are coming when I will cut off your strength 
and the strength of your ancestral family, so that none in your family will 
reach old age. 2:32 You will see distress in the place of worship, in spite of 
all that is good in Israel, and no one in your family will ever again reach 
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old age. 2:33 Any man from your family I do not cut off from My altar 
will bring grief and sadness to you. All your descendants will die violently. 
2:34 This will be the sign that will come to you concerning your two sons 
Hophni and Phinehas: both of them will die on the same day. 2:35 “‘Then 
I will raise up a faithful priest for Myself. He will do whatever is in My 
heart and mind. I will establish a lasting dynasty for him, and he will 
walk before My anointed one for all time. 2:36 Anyone who is left in 
your family will come and bow down to him for a piece of silver or a loaf of 
bread. He will say: Please appoint me to some priestly office so I can have 
a piece of bread to eat.’”  
 3:1 The boy Samuel served the Lord in Eli’s presence. In those days the 
word of the Lord was rare and prophetic visions were not widespread.

 ! This text about a “faithful priest” probably references Samuel 
first since he appears in the immediate context. It also points to 
Zadok who receives the priesthood after Abiathar is displaced. 
Ultimately it begins a strand that leads to Jesus the ultimate High 
Priest:

Psalms 110:4   The Lord has sworn and will not change his mind,  
“You are a priest forever after the order of Melchizedek.” {ESV} (This text 
is quoted about Jesus in Hebrews 5:6 )

5.3.3 1 Samuel 3:1-21: The downfall of Eli’s family line. Everything 
spoken here was fulfilled. 

1 Kings 2:27  So Solomon banished Abiathar from being the Lord’s 
priest, and it fulfilled the Lord’s prophecy He had spoken at Shiloh against 
Eli’s family.
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5.3.4 1 Samuel 7:3-13: In this passage we see Samuel forming the 
role of the “classical prophet.” He calls Israel to repentance—
turning from their idols—and promises the Lord’s 
deliverance.

5.3.5 1 Samuel 8:1-22: As the people begin to clamor for a King to 
be like all the other nations, Samuel warns that things will not 
turn out the way they expect. 

1 Samuel 8:4–9  (After Samuel’s sons prove to be unfaithful)
So all the elders of Israel gathered together and went to Samuel at Ramah. 
8:5 They said to him, “Look, you are old, and your sons do not follow your 
example. Therefore, appoint a king to judge us the same as all the oth-
er nations have.” 
 8:6 When they said, “Give us a king to judge us,” Samuel considered 
their demand sinful, so he prayed to the Lord. 8:7 But the Lord told him, 
“Listen to the people and everything they say to you. They have not re-
jected you; they have rejected Me as their king. 8:8 They are doing the 
same thing to you that they have done to Me, since the day I brought them 
out of Egypt until this day, abandoning Me and worshiping other gods. 8:9 
Listen to them, but you must solemnly warn them and tell them about the 
rights of the king who will rule over them.”

5.3.6 1 Samuel 9:1-10:27: Saul is chosen as first king and several 
oracles from the LORD guide this passage. 

5.3.7 1 Samuel 12-13: Again Israel is warned to be faithful to the 
Lord. Yet Saul foolishly runs ahead of the LORD and is told 
his kingdom/dynasty will not endure:

1 Samuel 13:13–14 Samuel said to Saul, “You have been foolish. 
You have not kept the command which the Lord your God gave you. It 
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was at this time that the Lord would have permanently established your 
reign over Israel, 13:14 but now your reign will not endure. The Lord has 
found a man loyal to Him, and the Lord has appointed him as ruler 
over His people, because you have not done what the Lord command-
ed.”

5.3.8 1 Samuel 15: Because Saul continues in his disobedience, he 
is rejected by The LORD. 

5.3.9 1 Samuel 16: David is anointed by Samuel as the LORD’s 
word to be the King to replace Saul. This had already been 
alluded to in 1 Samuel 13:14 showing the LORD’s certainty 
about events yet future.

5.3.10 1 Samuel 17: David prophetically speaks to Goliath telling 
him that the LORD had already decreed his death and David’s 
victory:

1 Samuel 17:45–47 David said to the Philistine: “You come 
against me with a dagger, spear, and sword, but I come against you in the 
name of Yahweh of Hosts, the God of Israel’s armies—you have defied 
Him. 17:46 Today, the Lord will hand you over to me. Today, I’ll strike 
you down, cut your head off, and give the corpses of the Philistine camp to 
the birds of the sky and the creatures of the earth. Then all the world will 
know that Israel has a God, 17:47 and this whole assembly will know 
that it is not by sword or by spear that the Lord saves, for the battle is 
the Lord’s. He will hand you over to us.”

 ! This passage touches on two significant themes worked out in 
Scripture: 
1. The LORD is motivated by jealousy for His Name, and 
2. The LORD’s methods of “warfare” are not human methods.
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5.3.11 1 Samuel (final chapters):

“Though the book of 1 Samuel is mainly historical, the prophecies in 
this book, with confirming historical material, provide an important 
lesson in how to interpret prophecy. Many prophecies were fulfilled 
in the immediate future after the prophecy was given. A few of the 
prophecies reached beyond the immediate future, as illustrated in the 
prophecy that predicted Samuel would become a faithful priest, which 
was partially fulfilled in the life and ministry of Samuel, but also looked 
forward to Jesus Christ as the ultimate prophet. 
( John Walvoord, Every Prophecy of the Bible, 50)

5.3.12 2 Samuel 7: The Messiah will be the Son of David 
>> Matthew 1:1 Luke 1:32-33 Acts 15:15-16 Hebrews 1:5

*The significance of the Davidic Covenant cannot be overstated. From this 
point forward, the promises that the LORD makes to David will guide the 
destiny of planet Earth, and thus everyone on Earth needs to know about 
these promises! 
The Davidic Promises and Covenant are linked to the Promises given to 
Abraham and Sarah:
Genesis 17:2–16  Then Abram fell facedown and God spoke with him: 
17:4 “As for Me, My covenant is with you: you will become the father of 
many nations. 17:5 Your name will no longer be Abram, but your name will 
be Abraham, for I will make you the father of many nations. 17:6 I will make 
you extremely fruitful and will make nations and kings come from you. 
…17:15   God said to Abraham, “As for your wife Sarai, do not call her Sarai, 
for Sarah will be her name. 17:16 I will bless her; indeed, I will give you a 
son by her. I will bless her, and she will produce nations; kings of peoples 
will come from her.”
 ! This text is paralleled in 1 Chronicles 17 with a few differences.

 ! As you read the following text take note of the Name of the 
LORD—LORD in all caps. This is His Name—YHWH—which 
connects these promises and plans to His personal reputation. 
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2 Samuel 7:1–29 (The Davidic Promises)  
When the king had settled into his palace and the Lord had given him rest 
on every side from all his enemies, 7:2 the king said to Nathan the proph-
et, “Look, I am living in a cedar house while the ark of God sits inside tent 
curtains.” 7:3 So Nathan told the king, “Go and do all that is on your heart, 
for the LORD is with you.”  
 7:4 But that night the word of the LORD came to Nathan: 7:5 “Go to 
My servant David and say, ‘This is what the LORD says: Are you to build 
a house for Me to live in? 7:6 From the time I brought the Israelites out of 
Egypt until today I have not lived in a house; instead, I have been moving 
around with a tent as My dwelling. 7:7 In all My journeys with all the Isra-
elites, have I ever asked anyone among the tribes of Israel, whom I com-
manded to shepherd My people Israel: Why haven’t you built Me a house 
of cedar?’ 

#1 The LORD promises to give David a great name (reputation), 
establish a place for Israel and give them everlasting peace.

2 Samuel 7:8  “Now this is what you are to say to My servant David: ‘This 
is what the LORD of Hosts says: I took you from the pasture and from 
following the sheep to be ruler over My people Israel. 7:9 I have been with 
you wherever you have gone, and I have destroyed all your enemies before 
you. I will make a name for you like that of the greatest in the land. 7:10 I 
will establish a place for My people Israel and plant them, so that they may 
live there and not be disturbed again. Evildoers will not afflict them as they 
have done 7:11a ever since the day I ordered judges to be over My people 
Israel. I will give you rest from all your enemies.

#2 The LORD promises to make a “house”—a dynasty—for David, 
raising up one of his sons to be King. 
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2 Samuel 7:11b   “‘The LORD declares to you: The LORD 
Himself will make a house for you. 7:12 When your time comes and you 
rest with your fathers, I will raise up after you your descendant {seed}, 
who will come from your body, and I will establish his kingdom. 7:13 
He will build a house for My name, and I will establish the throne of his 
kingdom forever. 7:14 I will be a father to him, and he will be a son to Me. 
When he does wrong, I will discipline him with a human rod and with 
blows from others. 7:15 But My faithful love will never leave him as I re-
moved it from Saul; I removed him from your way.  
 
(*1 Chronicles 17:14 adds: I will appoint him over My house and My 
kingdom forever, and his throne will be established forever.’”) 
 
7:16 Your house and kingdom will endure before Me forever, and 
your throne will be established forever.’” 

 ! These last set of promises refer to Solomon and are pregnant with 
significance as they will also, in part, refer to Jesus. 

 ! The “forever” nature of David’s house and kingdom signal the 
reality that something larger is going on here. Take note of how 
David responds to these words:

2 Samuel 7:17   
Nathan spoke all these words and this entire vision to David.  
 7:18 Then King David went in, sat in the LORD’S presence, and said,  
Who am I, LORD GOD {Adonai-YHWH}, and what is my house that You 
have brought me this far? 7:19 What You have done so far was a little thing 
to You, LORD GOD, for You have also spoken about Your servant’s house 
in the distant future. And this is a revelation {Torah—Divine Instruction} 
for mankind, Lord God. 
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 ! David is so overwhelmed by what the LORD has revealed He 
goes into His presence to praise Him. 

 ! David also realizes that what has been spoken is not just for him; 
it is Torah—Divine Revelation—for all mankind, all humanity! 
This realization becomes the theological soil from which the 
Psalms grow, especially Psalm 1, 2, 89, 110. It also sets the stage for 
all revelation that comes from this point on.  

#3 David Praises the Lord in response to this awesome revelation.

2 Samuel 7:20  What more can David say to You? You know Your servant, 
LORD GOD. 7:21 Because of Your word and according to Your will, You 
have revealed all these great things to Your servant. 7:22 This is why You 
are great, LORD GOD. There is no one like You, and there is no God be-
sides You, as all we have heard confirms. 7:23 And who is like Your people 
Israel? God came to one nation on earth in order to redeem a people for 
Himself, to make a name for Himself, and to perform for them great and 
awesome acts, driving out nations and their gods before Your people You 
redeemed for Yourself from Egypt. 7:24 You established Your people Israel 
to be Your own people forever, and You, LORD, have become their God.  
 7:25 Now, LORD GOD, fulfill the promise forever that You have 
made to Your servant and his house. Do as You have promised, 7:26 so 
that Your name will be exalted forever, when it is said, “The LORD of 
Hosts is God over Israel.”  
 The house of Your servant David will be established before You 7:27 
since You, LORD of Hosts, God of Israel, have revealed this to Your ser-
vant when You said, “I will build a house for you.” Therefore, Your servant 
has found the courage to pray this prayer to You. 7:28 LORD GOD, You 
are God; Your words are true, and You have promised this grace to Your 
servant. 7:29 Now, please bless Your servant’s house so that it will 
continue before You forever. For You, LORD GOD, have spoken, and 
with Your blessing Your servant’s house will be blessed forever.
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5.3.13 1 Kings 2:1-4: The “conditional” nature of individual 
participation in the Davidic promises. David understood 
that his sons would be blessed ONLY as they walked in his 
footsteps, walking faithfully before the LORD: 

1 Kings 2:1–4  As the time approached for David to die, he instructed his 
son Solomon, 2:2 “As for me, I am going the way of all of the earth. Be 
strong and be courageous like a man, 2:3 and keep your obligation to the 
Lord your God to walk in His ways and to keep His statutes, commands, 
ordinances, and decrees. This is written in the law of Moses, so that you 
will have success in everything you do and wherever you turn, 2:4 and 
so that the Lord will carry out His promise that He made to me: ‘If your 
sons are careful to walk faithfully before Me with their whole mind 
and heart, you will never fail to have a man on the throne of Israel.’

 ! This same reality is communicated to Solomon at the time of the 
dedication of the Temple in 2 Chronicles 7:11-22: 

2 Chronicles 7:17–22 As for you, if you walk before Me as your 
father David walked, doing everything I have commanded you, and if you 
keep My statutes and ordinances, 7:18 I will establish your royal throne, 
as I promised your father David: You will never fail to have a man ruling in 
Israel.  
 7:19 However, if you turn away and abandon My statutes and My 
commands that I have set before you and if you go and serve other gods 
and worship them, 7:20 then I will uproot Israel from the soil that I gave 
them, and this temple that I have sanctified for My name I will banish from 
My presence; I will make it an object of scorn and ridicule among all the 
peoples. 7:21 As for this temple, which was exalted, everyone who passes 
by will be appalled and will say: Why did the Lord do this to this land and 
this temple? 7:22 Then they will say: Because they abandoned the Lord 
God of their ancestors who brought them out of the land of Egypt. They 
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clung to other gods and worshiped and served them. Because of this, He 
brought all this ruin on them.

5.3.14 1 Kings 9:1-9: Again Solomon is warned that if he and his 
sons do not walk faithfully before the Lord, they would be 
cut off and the Temple would be destroyed. This was fulfilled 
in the Babylonian Invasion and Exile (605-586 BC, see 2 
Chronicles 36:14-21).

 ! Even though not all of David’s descendants would walk faithfully 
before the LORD, the promises would nevertheless be fulfilled to 
the family and nation as a whole. The ultimate fulfillment of these 
promises comes in the person of Jesus Christ, and so the NT 
begins with his genealogical link to Abraham and David:

Matthew 1: The historical record of Jesus Christ,  
    the Son of David, the Son of Abraham:

5.3.15 2 Chronicles 7:12-16: The Temple in Jerusalem becomes the 
epicenter of the LORD’s dwelling on Earth. 

2 Chronicles 7:12–16 Then the Lord appeared to Solomon at night 
and said to him:  I have heard your prayer and have chosen this place for 
Myself as a temple of sacrifice. 7:13 If I close the sky so there is no rain, or 
if I command the grasshopper to consume the land, or if I send pestilence 
on My people, 7:14 and My people who are called by My name humble 
themselves, pray and seek My face, and turn from their evil ways, then I 
will hear from heaven, forgive their sin, and heal their land. 7:15 My eyes 
will now be open and My ears attentive to prayer from this place. 7:16 And 
I have now chosen and consecrated this temple so that My name may 
be there forever; My eyes and My heart will be there at all times.
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5.3.16 1 Kings 13:1-13: The coming of righteous King Josiah is 
foretold. 

 ! There are many other individual “smaller” prophecies about 
individuals and situations recorded in Kings and Chronicles. 
We will only focus on the “bigger picture” Messianic issues that 
relate to the coming of the Last Days. For a list of these many 
prophecies see John Walvoord Every Prophecy of the Bible, pgs 61-
67.

* I think it is significant to note that Kings and Chronicles were written in two 
different eras, with two different purposes 

Kings is written after 
the downfall of the 
Davidic Dynasty, during 
the Babylonian Exile 
and emphasizes the 
failure of the Sons of 
David and the failure of 
the Nation to be faithful 
to the LORD. 

The  
Babylonian Exile

Chronicles is com-
posed after the Baby-
lonian exile and em-
phasizes the hope that 
comes to the Nation by 
way of the Promises of 
God to Abraham and 
David.

6 Prophecy in The Prophets

The Prophets of the Bible are generally divided into three categories: 1) the 
Pre-Exilic who spoke before the time of the Exile, 2) the Exilic who spoke 
at the time of the Exile, and the 3) Post-Exilic who spoke after Israel was 
returned to the Land in 540 BC. 

We will be covering the Prophets chronologically rather than the order 
that appear in the Bible. This approach sheds light on the growth and inter-
dependency of the Prophets’ messages and also allows us to trace the pro-
gressive revelation of the LORD’s plans.

The Prophets by Alec Motyer  
(from www.ligonier.org/learn/articles/prophets-before-exile/)
We do ourselves no favors by calling the first part of our Bibles the “Old 
Testament.” Why, the very title suggests something bygone! Of course, we 
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are too far down the road to discard this description, but we need constantly 
to recall that the Lord Jesus would not have understood it. To Him, what we 
call the “Old Testament” was simply “the Scriptures” ( John 5:39), or “the 
word of God” (Mark 7:13). So how can it be “bygone”? Rather, it lives and 
abides forever (Isa. 40:8), and if we do not find the inspired words of the 
prophets gripping, the fault must surely be ours.

Headline Makers: Men in the News
In their own day no one would have found them outmoded, or even ob-
scure. Their message was all too clear. So much so that Amos had a deporta-
tion order filed against him (Amos 7:10–13), because his message was the 
talk of the country, and (according to the priest) unsuitable for royal ears! 
Jeremiah suffered a flogging and a night in the stocks ( Jer. 20:2) for what he 
said. So why are the prophets not hot news to us? Why do we find them dif-
ficult and (God forgive us) dull? The answer is ignorance and lack of effort. 
Since the books of the prophets are as much God’s inspired Word as, say, 
the Epistles, they deserve the same repeated, unhurried, thoughtful reading, 
which, in all parts of the Bible, allows the Word of God to minister its mean-
ing, with increasing clarity, to our minds and so to our hearts and lives.

The Pre-exilic Prophets: Names and Times
The more zeros a date has the easier it is to remember, and, fortunately, for 
our purposes, 920 and 750–600 b.c. will do splendidly! Round about the 
first of these dates Solomon’s incompetent son, Rehoboam (1 Kings 12), 
succeeded in dividing his kingdom into two hostile parts: the larger “Isra-
el” to the north, the tiny “Judah” to the south. Soon after 600 b.c. (2 Kings 
25) Jerusalem fell to the Babylonians and the exile began. “Israel” (2 Kings 
17) had long since (722 b.c.) fallen to Assyria, Babylon’s predecessor as the 
world’s “superpower,” and had been deported to Mesopotamia. Our proph-
ets lived and worked in these intensely troubled times. Throughout the two 
centuries leading to the destruction of Jerusalem, the two kingdoms of the 
people of God were beset by mutual rivalry, constantly harassed by the rest-
less ambitions of Egypt to the south and by the imperialist designs of, first 
Assyria, and then Babylon, and their ever-looming threat of invasion from 
the north.

Enter the Prophets!
Though Abraham is called a prophet (Gen. 20:7), the effective founder of 
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the prophetic order was Moses (Deut. 34:10). Many notables followed him, 
such as Samuel, Elijah, and Elisha, as well as unnamed prophets such as 
those in Judges 6:8 and 1 Kings 13:11. But the group we call the “pre-exilic 
prophets” are special because they left a written record of their ministry.

Hosea ministered in the northern kingdom during its final “boom time” 
under Jeroboam II (2 Kings 14:23). Amos came a little later, for he reveals 
the kingdom in decline. Both prophets include the relevant kings of Judah 
in their dates, not only because what they were inspired to say applied to the 
whole people of God, but also because, like Elijah with his twelve-stone altar 
(1 Kings 18:31), they refused to countenance the division of the kingdom of 
David and looked forward to its restoration (Hos. 3:5; Amos 9:11–15).

The ministries of Jonah, Nahum, and Habakkuk were spread through the 
Assyrian period. Jonah belongs in its earliest days, for his recorded predic-
tion of the successes of Jeroboam II must precede 750 b.c. Nahum belongs 
to the time of Assyria’s rampant wickedness, and he predicted its downfall. 
Habakkuk wrestled with the problem of why the Lord tolerated such evil, 
and he foresaw worse to come.

Isaiah and Micah were overlapping prophets in Judah, from around 740 
b.c. to beyond the turn of the eighth century. But just as Hosea and Amos, 
the “northern” prophets concerned themselves also with Judah, so Isaiah 
(see, for example, 28:1) and Micah (3:1) kept the northern people in mind. 
All the prophets spoke to all the covenant people (Amos 3:1), and therefore 
now to us, the children of Abraham in Christ (Gal. 3:29).

Jeremiah and Zephaniah give the same dates of ministry, during the 
final years of the kingdom of Judah. Obadiah offers no date, but his message 
refers to what happened (vv. 11–14) when Jerusalem fell in 586 b.c. We find 
Jeremiah, a very ordinary sort of man from Anathoth, ministering to kings 
and courtiers (see 34:2; 36:11–15), whereas Zephaniah, who may very well 
have been a member of the royal family, seems to have had no such ministry. 
His book, a carefully constructed and polished literary work, reads like an 
elegant study of the Lord’s holy and triumphant plans for world history.

What varied people! Hosea, whose marital sorrows (Hos. 1–3) were the 
groundwork of his ministry; Amos the “gentle-giant” farmer; Jeremiah who 
never wanted to be a prophet (1:6); and Isaiah who seems never to have 
wanted anything else (6:8); Jonah who ran away (1:3); Nahum, resolute 
and unflinching in moral stature; and Habakkuk wrestling with the problems 
of divine providence. Truly, the closer people are brought to the Lord the 
more plainly individual they become. Inspired to say exactly what the Lord 
would have said had He come in person instead of sending them — this is 
what “Thus says the Lord” means — the prophets’ personalities, even their 
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idiosyncrasies, flowered to a glorious maturity.

Yes, but What Did They Say?
They were “prophets,” men of the Word of God. First and foremost they 
summon us to live in obedience to divinely revealed truth. Amos (1:3–2:3) 
indicted the nations for crimes against humanity, violations of the dictates 
of conscience, but (2:4–6), when he turned to the Lord’s people, his charge 
was that they rejected the law (that is, revealed teaching) of the Lord. Isaiah 
(1:11–15), Jeremiah (7:1–23), Hosea (6:6), Amos (5:21–24), and Micah 
join in condemning ritualism (the idea that you can perform the right acts 
and thus twist God’s arm) and in calling for living by the Word. This is “what 
the prophets were all about.”

They had a stern message of judgment. In the tradition of Moses (Deut. 
28–29) they knew that disobedience provoked retribution. Nahum’s vision 
started with a world under judgment, in the hands of a sovereign God of 
wrath and salvation (1:1–2:7). The downfall of Ninevah was therefore in-
evitable (2:8–3:11). But the same is even more true (Amos 3:1–2) of those 
who have been privileged with God’s truth (Isa. 30:8–17; Jer. 7:9–15).

They never gave up on the assured hope of coming glory. Amos begins 
with the whole world under judgment (1:3–2:11), but he ends with the 
whole world blessed under David (9:11–15). Isaiah luxuriates in hope: 
against the background of the failed monarchy (for example, 3:12–15), he 
foresaw the messianic King (9:1–7; 11); when sin (chap. 39) led to exile, he 
predicted the messianic Savior (42:1–4; 49:1–6; 50:4–11; 52:13–53:12), 
and, envisaging the continuing plight of the redeemed in a hostile world 
(56:9–12), he looked for the coming messianic, anointed Conqueror 
(59:20–21; 61:1–3; 61:10–62:12; 63:1–6). The chosen city that failed 
(1:21–24) prompted expectation of the city yet to be (1:25–26), glorious-
ly realized in 65:17–25. Hosea knew that the love displayed at the exodus 
could not ultimately fail (11:1–9). Jeremiah knew that the former covenant 
would yet become the new covenant (31:31–34). Zephaniah foresaw a day 
without hope (1:2–2:3), yet found hope within disaster (2:4–3:8), a hope 
surely to be consummated (3:9–20). The pre-exilics really believed in the 
God whose name, Yahweh (Ex. 3:15; 6:6–7), is shorthand for the One who 
both redeems His people and overthrows His foes.

Where to Get Started
Use a Bible that divides the text into manageable paragraphs (for example, 
the ESV or NKJV); read slowly; ask (and write out the answers) what is the 
prophet saying? And why is he saying it? These two questions will prove 
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more helpful than merely asking when they wrote. The Bible will always be-
come clearer to the persevering reader; the Lord blesses those who ponder 
His Word. 

The Pre-Exilic Prophets

Joel (852-841) To Judah

6.1 Joel 2:28-3:21: (Kaiser) The Arrival of the Day of the Lord 
Quoted by Peter in his sermon on Pentecost in Acts 2:17-21

“The best place to begin to understand the theme of “the day of the 
Lord” is in Joel 2:28-3:21. Joel was probably written in the 800s BC, 
with almost one-third of his book quoted by other prophets who 
followed him, for Joel seems to have set up the parameters for this 
doctrine more than his fellow prophets. (Walter Kaiser, Preaching and 
Teaching The Last Things: Old Testament and Eschatology for the Life of 
the Church, 78)

• The Spirit will be poured out on humanity:

Joel 2:28–3:21 After this (times of refreshing that came after times of disaster) 
I will pour out My Spirit on all humanity; then your sons and your daugh-
ters will prophesy, your old men will have dreams, and your young men 
will see visions. 2:29 I will even pour out My Spirit on the male and female 
slaves in those days. 

• Wonders and Signs will precede the Day of the Lord

 2:30 I will display wonders in the heavens and on the earth: blood, fire, 
and columns of smoke. 2:31 The sun will be turned to darkness and the 
moon to blood before the great and awe-inspiring Day of the Lord comes. 
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• Those who call on the Name of the LORD will be saved.

 2:32 Then everyone who calls on the name of Yahweh will be saved, 
for there will be an escape for those on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem, as 
the Lord promised, among the survivors the Lord calls. 

• When Jerusalem is restored, the plundering Nations will be judged:

 3:1 Yes, in those days and at that time, when I restore the fortunes of 
Judah and Jerusalem, 3:2 I will gather all the nations and take them to the 
Valley of Jehoshaphat. I will enter into judgment with them there because 
of My people, My inheritance Israel. The nations have scattered the Isra-
elites in foreign countries and divided up My land. 3:3 They cast lots for 
My people; they bartered a boy for a prostitute and sold a girl for wine to 
drink.  
 3:4 And also: Tyre, Sidon, and all the territories of Philistia—what are 
you to Me? Are you paying Me back or trying to get even with Me? I will 
quickly bring retribution on your heads. 3:5 For you took My silver and 
gold and carried My finest treasures to your temples. 3:6 You sold the peo-
ple of Judah and Jerusalem to the Greeks to remove them far from their 
own territory. 3:7 Look, I am about to rouse them up from the place where 
you sold them; I will bring retribution on your heads. 3:8 I will sell your 
sons and daughters into the hands of the people of Judah, and they will sell 
them to the Sabeans, to a distant nation, for the Lord has spoken. 

 ! A note on the judgment of the Nations:

“The nations on whom the day of the Lord will fall are generally those 
who persecute Israel. God will enter into judgment with them by 
bringing them down into the “valley of Jehoshaphat” (3:2), a valley 
generally meant to indicate a place where the “LORD judges” them. 
Nation after nation is mentioned as being the object of God‘s judg-
ment. For example, in “Obadiah, the Edomites are singled out as the 
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archenemies and persecutors of Israel (Obad. 15, cf. 8—10). In Isa-
iah, it is the Babylonians who are listed (Isa. 13:6, 9). In Jeremiah and 
Ezekiel, it is the Egyptians ( Jer. 46:10; Ezek. 30:2—4). In the prophet 
Daniel, Antiochus IV Epiphanes seems to be the “king who will do as 
he pleases” as a type of the coming antichrist (Dan. 11:36:38.), But in 
the book of Joel, the Phoenicians and Philistines are the enemies of the 
covenant people of God ( Joel 3:4—8). What a long list of nations this 
grows to be, with others we have mentioned: Edomites, Egyptians, As-
syrians, Babylonians, Persians, Greeks, Romans,… Even though these 
nations have been judged in their own time, a time for a final judgment 
is reserved for them at the end-time. This will take place during the 
great tribulation in Daniel’s seventieth week, climaxed in the battle 
of Armageddon. The question, of course, is why this future judgment 
must take place.” (Walter Kaiser, Preaching and Teaching The Last 
Things: Old Testament and Eschatology for the Life of the Church, 82-83)

 ! Joel lists 4 reasons for the future judgment of the Nations:

1. They scattered the Israelites among the nations (3:2)
2. They partitioned and divided the Land (3:2)
3. They enslaved the Israelites (3:3)
4. They plundered the Holy things of the Temple (3:5)

• The Nations are summoned to battle.

 3:9 Proclaim this among the nations: Prepare for holy war; rouse the 
warriors; let all the men of war advance and attack! 3:10 Beat your plows 
into swords and your pruning knives into spears. Let even the weakling 
say, “I am a warrior.” 3:11 Come quickly, all you surrounding nations; gath-
er yourselves. Bring down Your warriors there, Lord.  
 3:12 Let the nations be roused and come to the Valley of Jehoshaphat, 
for there I will sit down to judge all the surrounding nations. 3:13 Swing 
the sickle because the harvest is ripe. Come and trample the grapes be-
cause the winepress is full; the wine vats overflow because the wickedness 
of the nations is great. 
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• The Day of the LORD will arrive bringing retribution and salvation.

 3:14 Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision! For the Day of 
the Lord is near in the valley of decision. 3:15 The sun and moon will grow 
dark, and the stars will cease their shining. 3:16 The Lord will roar from 
Zion and raise His voice from Jerusalem; heaven and earth will shake. But 
the Lord will be a refuge for His people, a stronghold for the Israelites. 

• The LORD will dwell in glory in Zion in a time of great abundance. 

 3:17 Then you will know that I am Yahweh your God, who dwells in 
Zion, My holy mountain. Jerusalem will be holy, and foreigners will never 
overrun it again. 3:18 In that day the mountains will drip with sweet wine, 
and the hills will flow with milk. All the streams of Judah will flow with 
water, and a spring will issue from the Lord’s house, watering the Valley of 
Acacias. 3:19 Egypt will become desolate, and Edom a desert wasteland, 
because of the violence done to the people of Judah in whose land they 
shed innocent blood. 3:20 But Judah will be inhabited forever, and Jeru-
salem from generation to generation. 3:21 I will pardon their bloodguilt, 
which I have not pardoned, for the Lord dwells in Zion.

 ! The theme of the centrality of Jerusalem and Mt. Zion is 
presented in this text. In both the Prophets and the Psalms the 
significance of these two places (often used synonymously) 
is repeated and emphasized because in the End Times, all the 
nations will be drawn to the land of Israel. 

Obadiah (850-800 or 590?) about Edom 

This prophet is the shortest book in the Bible and speaks about the ultimate 
fate of Edom, the nation who descended from Esau. The conflict between 
Israel and Edom reaches all the way back to the conflict between Esau and 
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Jacob/Israel (Genesis 27—36) and also during the time of Israel’s return 
from Egypt when the Edomites refused to allow their “cousins” to pass 
through their land (Numbers 20:14-21). The ultimate humiliation of Edom 
is touched on by many of the Prophets. Obadiah foresees the final destruc-
tion of Edom and the exaltation of Israel. Many scholars believe that most 
of Obadiah’s prophecy was fulfilled by the crushing of Edom by the Roman 
General Titus in connection with the subduing of Israel in AD 70. 

Jonah (776-745) to Nineveh
Jonah was sent to Nineveh (the capital of Assyria) to call the great city to 
repentance. The book contains no significant prophecies about events out-
side of this time or Jonah’s ministry. Jesus mentions Jonah’s 3 days and nights 
in the belly of the fish as illustrative of His 3 days and nights in the tomb in 
Matthew 12:40 but uses it only as an analogy not as a direct prophecy. The 
message of Jonah is mainly concerned with the LORD’s concern for all nations 
and all great cities, not just Israel and Jerusalem.  

Jonah 4:10–11 So the Lord said, “You cared about the plant, which you 
did not labor over and did not grow. It appeared in a night and perished in 
a night. 4:11 Should I not care about the great city of Nineveh, which has 
more than 120,000 people who cannot distinguish between their right and 
their left, as well as many animals??

Amos (765-754) to Israel
Like his contemporaries, Amos calls the nation of Israel as a whole back to 
the Lord - to turn from their idolatry and do what is right in the Lord’s eyes. 

6.2 Amos 1-2: The LORD will judge the nations, especially Judah and 
Israel for rejecting His Ways. 
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6.3 Amos 3: The LORD gives His reasons for punishing Israel. 

 ! The LORD reveals His plans through His prophets. 

Amos 3:7–8  Indeed, the Lord God does nothing without revealing His 
counsel to His servants the prophets. 3:8 A lion has roared; who will not 
fear? The Lord God has spoken; who will not prophesy?

6.4 Amos 4: The LORD details the destruction that will come. 

6.5 Amos 5: The LORD calls for a lamentation of Israel and calls the nation 
to repentance before the DAY of THE LORD comes. 

Amos 5:14–15 Seek good and not evil so that you may live, and the Lord, 
the God of Hosts, will be with you, as you have claimed. 5:15 Hate evil 
and love good; establish justice in the gate. Perhaps the Lord, the God of 
Hosts, will be gracious to the remnant of Joseph.

Amos 5:18–24 Woe to you who long for the Day of the Lord! What will 
the Day of the Lord be for you? It will be darkness and not light. 5:19 It 
will be like a man who flees from a lion only to have a bear confront him. 
He goes home and rests his hand against the wall only to have a snake bite 
him. 5:20 Won’t the Day of the Lord be darkness rather than light, even 
gloom without any brightness in it? 5:21 I hate, I despise your feasts! I 
can’t stand the stench of your solemn assemblies. 5:22 Even if you offer 
Me your burnt offerings and grain offerings, I will not accept them; I will 
have no regard for your fellowship offerings of fattened cattle. 5:23 Take 
away from Me the noise of your songs! I will not listen to the music of 
your harps. 5:24 But let justice flow like water, and righteousness, like an 
unfailing stream.
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 ! The coming of the Assyrian invasion (and later the Babylonians) 
prefigures the final coming day of God’s wrath poured out on all 
nations in the Last Days. 

6.6 Amos 6—8: The LORD continues to outline the reality of coming 
judgment. 

6.7 Amos 9: Judgment is NOT the final word; a day of restoration is 
foreseen:

Amos 9:8–15 Look, the eyes of the Lord God are on the sinful kingdom, 
and I will destroy it from the face of the earth. However, I will not totally 
destroy the house of Jacob— this is the Lord’s declaration— 9:9 for I am 
about to give the command, and I will shake the house of Israel among all 
the nations, as one shakes a sieve, but not a pebble will fall to the ground. 
9:10 All the sinners among My people who say: “Disaster will never over-
take or confront us,” will die by the sword.  
 9:11 In that day I will restore the fallen booth of David: I will repair 
its gaps, restore its ruins, and rebuild it as in the days of old, 9:12 so that 
they may possess the remnant of Edom and all the nations that are called 
by My name—this is the Lord’s declaration—He will do this.  
 9:13 Hear this! The days are coming— this is the Lord’s declara-
tion— when the plowman will overtake the reaper and the one who treads 
grapes, the sower of seed. The mountains will drip with sweet wine, and all 
the hills will flow with it. 9:14 I will restore the fortunes of My people Is-
rael. They will rebuild and occupy ruined cities, plant vineyards and drink 
their wine, make gardens and eat their produce. 9:15 I will plant them on 
their land, and they will never again be uprooted from the land I have 
given them. Yahweh your God has spoken.
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 ! “and all the nations that are called by My Name…” foresees the 
inclusion of the Gentile nations in the saving work of the LORD. 
This text is quoted by James in Acts 15:16-17 arguing that the 
spread of the Gospel to the Gentiles fulfills these prophetic 
patterns. 

Hosea (758-725) to Israel 
Hosea is first among the so called “minor prophets” in the order of Biblical 
books. Hosea’s work focused primarily on Northern Israel (although Judah 
is addressed as well) calling that part of the nation to repentance before the 
coming of the Assyrian invasion in 722BC led by Sennacharib. The North-
ern kingdom had become entrenched in great idolatry from the time of the 
great split. 
Hosea is instructed to marry a prostitute as a symbol of the LORD’s relation-
ship to Israel. Although the LORD loves His bride, she has been adulterous 
and will suffer judgment. However, that is not the end of the story. Through 
the LORD’s grace Israel will return in repentance.  

“The central message of Hosea is grounded in the fact that Israel has 
violated its relationship with Yahweh. Because the nation does not 
repent of its sins, it will suffer judgment. Nevertheless, the promise is 
that someday Israel will sincerely return to Yahweh and experience full 
restoration and blessings” (The Expositor’s Bible Commentary, Revised 
Edition, “Religion and Theology in Hosea”).

 ! The main theme of this book again argues for the ultimate 
redemption and restoration of Israel. 

6.8 Hosea 11:1: God’s “Son” (Israel/Jesus) is called out of Egypt. 
This text is quoted as “fulfilled” by Jesus in Matthew 2:13-15. At first 
glance this text does not appear to be purely prophetic, but more of 
typological application of the Hosea text. 
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Micah (738-698) to Judah
Micah’s career coincides with the first half of Isaiah’s ministry and thus there 
messages from this ear share much in common. Whereas Isaiah represents 
a princely or royal perspective on the decline and downfall of Samaria and 
Jerusalem, Micah represents the “country” perspective and pleads the case 
of the poor and downcast. This is summed up in one of the most famous 
quotes from this book: 

Micah 6:6–8  What should I bring before the Lord when I come to bow 
before God on high? Should I come before Him with burnt offerings, with 
year-old calves? 6:7 Would the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams or 
with ten thousand streams of oil? Should I give my firstborn for my trans-
gression, the child of my body for my own sin? 6:8 Mankind, He has told 
you what is good and what it is the Lord requires of you: to act justly, to 
love faithfulness, and to walk humbly with your God.

As with the first part of Isaiah, Micah’s prophecies are shaped by the threat of 
Sennacharib’s invasion in 701 BC. 

• As with most of the prophet’s messages, the first half of Micah fore-
casts judgment due to the nation rejecting the LORD (Chpts 1—3). 
The second half of Micah promises hope (Chpts 4—7). Micah fore-
sees both the Assyrian assault and also the Babylonian Exile (see 
4:10). However, judgment is not the final word as the Lord again 
promises to restore the people to the land. 

6.9 Micah 2:12-13: The Gathering of the People: Even though Micah 
foresees the Lord bringing a great disaster on the Land and People, a 
time will come when the Lord will regather His people:

Micah 2:12–13   I will indeed gather all of you, Jacob; I will 
collect the remnant of Israel. I will bring them together like sheep in a pen, 
like a flock in the middle of its fold. It will be noisy with people. 2:13 One 
who breaks open the way will advance before them; they will break out, 
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pass through the gate, and leave by it. Their King will pass through before 
them, the LORD as their leader (at their head).

 ! Here the Leader who will break the people free is identified as the 
LORD (YHWH) himself who will be at the head of their march. 

6.10 Micah 3:9-4:8: The Future Hope of Zion: Though Zion will be plowed 
level, in the last days, the hill of the Temple will be elevated again

Micah 3:9–4:8 Listen to this, leaders of the house of Jacob, you rulers of 
the house of Israel, who abhor justice and pervert everything that is right, 
3:10 who build Zion with bloodshed and Jerusalem with injustice. 3:11 
Her leaders issue rulings for a bribe, her priests teach for payment, and her 
prophets practice divination for money. Yet they lean on the Lord, saying, 
“Isn’t the Lord among us? No disaster will overtake us.” 3:12 Therefore, 
because of you, Zion will be plowed like a field, Jerusalem will become 
ruins, and the hill of the temple mount will be a thicket.  
 
 4:1 In the last days the mountain of the LORD’s house will be estab-
lished at the top of the mountains and will be raised above the hills. Peo-
ples will stream to it, 4:2 and many nations will come and say, “Come, let 
us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob. 
He will teach us about His ways so we may walk in His paths.” For instruc-
tion will go out of Zion and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 4:3 
He will settle disputes among many peoples and provide arbitration for 
strong nations that are far away. They will beat their swords into plows, and 
their spears into pruning knives. Nation will not take up the sword against 
nation, and they will never again train for war. 4:4 But each man will sit 
under his grapevine and under his fig tree with no one to frighten him. For 
the mouth of the LORD of Hosts has promised this. 4:5 Though all the 
peoples each walk in the name of their gods, we will walk in the name of 
Yahweh our God forever and ever. 4:6 On that day— this is the LORD’s 
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declaration— I will assemble the lame and gather the scattered, those I 
have injured. 4:7 I will make the lame into a remnant, those far removed 
into a strong nation. Then the LORD will rule over them in Mount Zion 
from this time on and forever. 4:8 And you, watchtower for the flock, for-
tified hill of Daughter Zion, the former rule will come to you, sovereignty 
will come to Daughter Jerusalem.

6.11 Micah 5:2: The Messiah will be born in Bethlehem 
Matthew 2:1-6; John 7:40-43

Micah 5:2–4  Bethlehem Ephrathah, you are small among the clans of 
Judah; One will come from you to be ruler over Israel for Me. His origin is 
from antiquity, from eternity. 5:3 Therefore, He will abandon them until 
the time when she who is in labor has given birth; then the rest of His 
brothers will return to the people of Israel. 5:4 He will stand and shepherd 
them in the strength of Yahweh, in the majestic name of Yahweh His God. 
They will live securely, for then His greatness will extend to the ends of the 
earth.

6.12 In the end Zion (personified as a daughter, a woman) realizes that her 
only hope is the mercy and grace of the LORD:

Micah 7:7–9  (Micah speaks) But I will look to the Lord; I will wait for 
the God of my salvation. My God will hear me.  
 7:8 (Zion speaks) Do not rejoice over me, my enemy! Though I have 
fallen, I will stand up; though I sit in darkness, the Lord will be my light. 
7:9 Because I have sinned against Him, I must endure the Lord’s rage until 
He argues my case and establishes justice for me. He will bring me into the 
light; I will see His salvation.…
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Micah 7:18–20  Who is a God like You, removing iniquity and passing over 
rebellion for the remnant of His inheritance? He does not hold on to His 
anger forever, because He delights in faithful love (hesed). 7:19 He will 
again have compassion on us; He will vanquish our iniquities. You will cast 
all our sins into the depths of the sea. 7:20 You will show loyalty to Jacob 
and faithful love to Abraham, as You swore to our fathers from days long 
ago.

Nahum (658-615) concerning Nineveh
Nahum can be thought of as continuation of the narrative begun in Jonah. 
Whereas Jonah was sent to call Nineveh to repentance, Nahum pronounces 
judgment and doom on the city and the King of Assyrians because of their 
pride and cruelty which is seen as rebellion against the LORD. 

Isaiah (760-673 BC) addresses Judah
In the order of our Bible, Isaiah is the first among the major prophets not 
just in placement but also in Messianic content. Along with Jeremiah, Eze-
kiel and Daniel, the overall message of Isaiah is one that shape the trajectory 
of future events in the Lord-God’s larger plans. In terms of overall Messianic 
content, Isaiah is second only to the Psalms.

Isaiah’s ministry takes place under 4 kings—Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and 
Hezekiah—from 790 to 686 BC. The book can be divided into two main 
sections:

5. 1-39: The Assyrian Threat and God’s Judgment on Sin 

6. 40-66: The Coming Babylonian Threat and God’s Comfort through a 
promise of Restoration. 
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6.13 Isaiah 2:2-5: Zion (Jerusalem) will be Elevated.

Isaiah 2:1–12 The vision that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah 
and Jerusalem: 2:2 In the last days the mountain of the Lord’s house will 
be established at the top of the mountains and will be raised above the 
hills. All nations will stream to it, 2:3 and many peoples will come and say, 
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the 
God of Jacob. He will teach us about His ways so that we may walk in 
His paths.” For instruction will go out of Zion and the word of the Lord 
from Jerusalem. 2:4 He will settle disputes among the nations and provide 
arbitration for many peoples. They will turn their swords into plows and 
their spears into pruning knives. Nations will not take up the sword against 
other nations, and they will never again train for war.  
 2:5 House of Jacob, come and let us walk in the Lord’s light. 2:6 For 
You have abandoned Your people, the house of Jacob, because they are full 
of divination from the East and of fortune-tellers like the Philistines. They 
are in league with foreigners. 2:7 Their land is full of silver and gold, and 
there is no limit to their treasures; their land is full of horses, and there is 
no limit to their chariots. 2:8 Their land is full of idols; they bow down to 
the work of their hands, to what their fingers have made. 2:9 So humanity 
is brought low, and man is humbled. Do not forgive them! 2:10 Go into 
the rocks and hide in the dust from the terror of the Lord and from His 
majestic splendor. 2:11 Human pride will be humbled, and the loftiness 
of men will be brought low; the Lord alone will be exalted on that day. 
2:12 For a day belonging to the Lord of Hosts is coming against all that is 
proud and lofty, against all that is lifted up—it will be humbled—

6.14 Isaiah 4:2-6: The Branch of the LORD will be beautiful.

Isaiah 4:2–6  On that day the Branch of the Lord will be beautiful and 
glorious, and the fruit of the land will be the pride and glory of Israel’s sur-
vivors. 4:3 Whoever remains in Zion and whoever is left in Jerusalem will 
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be called holy—all in Jerusalem who are destined to live— 4:4 when the 
Lord has washed away the filth of the daughters of Zion and cleansed the 
bloodguilt from the heart of Jerusalem by a spirit of judgment and a spirit 
of burning. 4:5 Then the Lord will create a cloud of smoke by day and a 
glowing flame of fire by night over the entire site of Mount Zion and over 
its assemblies. For there will be a canopy over all the glory, 4:6 and there 
will be a booth for shade from heat by day, and a refuge and shelter from 
storm and rain.

 ! The title “the branch” shows up in three different Prophets with 
four different emphases: 
 
1. Isaiah 4:2 - “the Branch of the LORD” emphasizes Deity. 
 
2. Jeremiah 23:5-6; 33:15 - “David, a righteous Branch” 
emphasizes descent from the royal line of David. Also used this 
way in Isaiah 11:1. 
 
3. Zechariah 3:8 - “my servant, The Branch” emphasizes the 
serving nature of the Branch. 
 
4. Zechariah 6:12-13 - “the man, whose name is The Branch” 
emphasizes the humanity in the context of deity of the Branch. 
Here the Branch will build a Temple for the Lord.

6.15 Isaiah 7:14: The Messiah will be born of a Virgin: 
Matthew 1:22-23; Luke 1:31-35

Isaiah 7:14  Therefore, the Lord Himself will give you a sign: The virgin will 
conceive, have a son, and name him Immanuel.
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6.16 Isaiah 9:1-2: The Messiah will be a great light as Galilee of the Nations 
is honored: Matthew 4:13-16; Luke 1:76-79

Isaiah 9:1–2   Nevertheless, the gloom of the distressed land will not be 
like that of the former times when He humbled the land of Zebulun and 
the land of Naphtali. But in the future He will bring honor to the Way of 
the Sea, to the land east of the Jordan, and to Galilee of the nations. 9:2 
The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; a light has 
dawned on those living in the land of darkness.

6.17 Isaiah 9:6-7: The Messiah will be God! 
Luke 1:32-33, 1:79; John 6:51, 14:27; Acts 10:36; Romans 9:5; 
Colossians 2:3

Isaiah 9:5–7  For a child will be born for us, a son will be given to us, 
and the government will be on His shoulders. He will be named Won-
derful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace. 9:7 The 
dominion will be vast, and its prosperity will never end. He will reign on 
the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish and sustain it with 
justice and righteousness from now on and forever. The zeal of the Lord of 
Hosts will accomplish this.

6.18 Isaiah 11:1: The Shoot from Jesse will usher in a Reign of 
Righteousness and Peace. 

Isaiah 11:1–10  Then a shoot will grow from the stump of 
Jesse, and a branch from his roots will bear fruit. 11:2 The Spirit of the 
Lord will rest on Him— a Spirit of wisdom and understanding, a Spirit 
of counsel and strength, a Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord. 
11:3 His delight will be in the fear of the Lord. He will not judge by what 
He sees with His eyes, He will not execute justice by what He hears with 
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His ears, 11:4 but He will judge the poor righteously and execute justice 
for the oppressed of the land. He will strike the land with discipline from 
His mouth, and He will kill the wicked with a command from His lips. 
11:5 Righteousness will be a belt around His loins; faithfulness will be a 
belt around His waist. 11:6 The wolf will live with the lamb, and the leop-
ard will lie down with the goat. The calf, the young lion, and the fatling 
will be together, and a child will lead them. 11:7 The cow and the bear will 
graze, their young ones will lie down together, and the lion will eat straw 
like the ox. 11:8 An infant will play beside the cobra’s pit, and a toddler 
will put his hand into a snake’s den. 11:9 None will harm or destroy an-
other on My entire holy mountain, for the land will be as full of the knowl-
edge of the Lord as the sea is filled with water. 11:10 On that day the root 
of Jesse will stand as a banner for the peoples. The nations will seek Him, 
and His resting place will be glorious.

6.19 Isaiah 24:1-23: (Kaiser) The Whole Earth will be devastated before the 
LORD reigns. 

Isaiah 24:1–23 Look, the Lord is stripping the earth bare and making it 
desolate. He will twist its surface and scatter its inhabitants: 24:2 people 
and priest alike, servant and master, female servant and mistress, buyer 
and seller, lender and borrower, creditor and debtor. 24:3 The earth will 
be stripped completely bare and will be totally plundered, for the Lord has 
spoken this message. 24:4 The earth mourns and withers; the world wastes 
away and withers; the exalted people of the earth waste away. 24:5 The 
earth is polluted by its inhabitants, for they have transgressed teachings, 
overstepped decrees, and broken the everlasting covenant.  
 24:6 Therefore a curse has consumed the earth, and its inhabitants 
have become guilty; the earth’s inhabitants have been burned, and only a 
few survive. 24:7 The new wine mourns; the vine withers. All the carous-
ers now groan. 24:8 The joyful tambourines have ceased. The noise of the 
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jubilant has stopped. The joyful lyre has ceased. 24:9 They no longer sing 
and drink wine; beer is bitter to those who drink it. 24:10 The city of chaos 
is shattered; every house is closed to entry. 24:11 In the streets they cry for 
wine. All joy grows dark; earth’s rejoicing goes into exile. 24:12 Only des-
olation remains in the city; its gate has collapsed in ruins. 24:13 For this is 
how it will be on earth among the nations: like a harvested olive tree, like a 
gleaning after a grape harvest. 24:14 They raise their voices, they sing out; 
they proclaim in the west the majesty of the Lord.  
 24:15 Therefore, in the east honor the Lord! In the islands of the west 
honor the name of Yahweh, the God of Israel. 24:16 From the ends of the 
earth we hear songs: The Splendor of the Righteous One. But I said, “I 
waste away! I waste away! Woe is me.” The treacherous act treacherously; 
the treacherous deal very treacherously. 24:17 Panic, pit, and trap await 
you who dwell on the earth. 24:18 Whoever flees at the sound of panic 
will fall into a pit, and whoever escapes from the pit will be caught in a 
trap. For the windows are opened from heaven, and the foundations of 
the earth are shaken. 24:19 The earth is completely devastated; the earth 
is split open; the earth is violently shaken. 24:20 The earth staggers like a 
drunkard and sways like a hut. Earth’s rebellion weighs it down, and it falls, 
never to rise again.  
 24:21 On that day the Lord will punish the host of heaven above and 
kings of the earth below. 24:22 They will be gathered together like prison-
ers in a pit. They will be confined to a dungeon; after many days they will 
be punished. 24:23 The moon will be put to shame and the sun disgraced, 
because the Lord of Hosts will reign as king on Mount Zion in Jerusalem, 
and He will display His glory in the presence of His elders. 
 
 



TSF | Biblical Eschatology 72

6.20 Isaiah 40:3-5: The Messiah will be preceded by a Forerunner 
Matthew 3:1-3; Mark 1:1-3; Luke 1:76, 3:1-6, 7:27 ; John 1:22-23 

Isaiah 40:3–5   A voice of one crying out: Prepare the way 
of the Lord in the wilderness; make a straight highway for our God in the 
desert. 40:4 Every valley will be lifted up, and every mountain and hill will 
be leveled; the uneven ground will become smooth and the rough places, a 
plain. 40:5 And the glory of the Lord will appear, and all humanity togeth-
er will see it, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.

6.21 The Servant Songs of Isaiah

6.21.1 The First Song: The Mission of the Servant (42:1-9) 
Matthew 12:15-18; Luke 2:27-32; John 8:12

The Mission and the Ministry of the Servant is Revealed: Bring Salvation to 
Israel and the Nations.

Isaiah 42:1–9 “This is My Servant; I strengthen Him, this is My Chosen 
One; I delight in Him. I have put My Spirit on Him; He will bring justice 
to the nations. 42:2 He will not cry out or shout or make His voice heard 
in the streets. 42:3 He will not break a bruised reed, and He will not put 
out a smoldering wick; He will faithfully bring justice. 42:4 He will not 
grow weak or be discouraged until He has established justice on earth. The 
islands will wait for His instruction.” 42:5 This is what God Yahweh says— 
who created the heavens and stretched them out, who spread out the earth 
and what comes from it, who gives breath to the people on it and life to 
those who walk on it— 42:6 “I, Yahweh, have called You for a righteous 
purpose, and I will hold You by Your hand. I will keep You and appoint 
You to be a covenant for the people and a light to the nations, 42:7 in order 
to open blind eyes, to bring out prisoners from the dungeon, and those 
sitting in darkness from the prison house. 42:8 I am Yahweh, that is My 
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name; I will not give My glory to another or My praise to idols. 42:9 The 
past events have indeed happened. Now I declare new events; I announce 
them to you before they occur.”

6.21.2 The Second Song: The Discouragement of the Servant 
(49:1-13)

There are Four main themes in this song:
1) The Servant is the “special weapon” of the Lord.
2) The Servant experiences futility in His mission.
2) The Servant’s rejection will lead to the salvation of the nations.
3) The Servant will ultimately recall and restore Israel. 

Isaiah 49:1–13  Coastlands, listen to me; distant peoples, 
pay attention. The Lord called me before I was born. He named me while I 
was in my mother’s womb. 49:2 He made my words like a sharp sword; He 
hid me in the shadow of His hand. He made me like a sharpened arrow; 
He hid me in His quiver. 49:3 He said to me, “You are My Servant, Israel; I 
will be glorified in him.”  
 49:4 But I myself said: I have labored in vain, I have spent my strength 
for nothing and futility; yet my vindication is with the Lord, and my re-
ward is with my God.  
 49:5 And now, says the Lord, who formed me from the womb to be 
His Servant, to bring Jacob back to Him so that Israel might be gathered 
to Him; for I am honored in the sight of the Lord, and my God is my 
strength— 49:6 He says, “It is not enough for you to be My Servant raising 
up the tribes of Jacob and restoring the protected ones of Israel. I will also 
make you a light for the nations, to be My salvation to the ends of the 
earth.”  
 49:7 This is what the Lord, the Redeemer of Israel, his Holy One, says 
to one who is despised, to one abhorred by people, to a servant of rulers: 
“Kings will see and stand up, and princes will bow down, because of the 
Lord, who is faithful, the Holy One of Israel—and He has chosen you.” 
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49:8 This is what the Lord says:  I will answer you in a time of favor, and I 
will help you in the day of salvation. I will keep you, and I will appoint you 
to be a covenant for the people, to restore the land, to make them possess 
the desolate inheritances, 49:9 saying to the prisoners: Come out, and 
to those who are in darkness: Show yourselves. They will feed along the 
pathways, and their pastures will be on all the barren heights. 49:10 They 
will not hunger or thirst, the scorching heat or sun will not strike them; 
for their compassionate One will guide them, and lead them to springs of 
water. 49:11 I will make all My mountains into a road, and My highways 
will be raised up. 49:12 See, these will come from far away, from the north 
and from the west, and from the land of Sinim. 49:13 Shout for joy, you 
heavens! Earth, rejoice! Mountains break into joyful shouts! For the Lord 
has comforted His people, and will have compassion on His afflicted ones. 

6.21.3 The Third Song: The Suffering of the Servant(50:4-11)

Even though the Servant suffers because of His obedience to His mission, 
He nevertheless trusts in God to vindicate Him.  

Isaiah 50:4–11 The Lord God has given Me the tongue of those who are 
instructed to know how to sustain the weary with a word. He awakens Me 
each morning; He awakens My ear to listen like those being instructed. 
50:5 The Lord God has opened My ear, and I was not rebellious; I did not 
turn back. 50:6 I gave My back to those who beat Me, and My cheeks to 
those who tore out My beard. I did not hide My face from scorn and spit-
ting. 50:7 The Lord God will help Me; therefore I have not been humili-
ated; therefore I have set My face like flint, and I know I will not be put to 
shame. 50:8 The One who vindicates Me is near; who will contend with 
Me? Let us confront each other. Who has a case against Me? Let him come 
near Me! 50:9 In truth, the Lord God will help Me; who will condemn 
Me? Indeed, all of them will wear out like a garment; a moth will devour 
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them. 50:10 Who among you fears the Lord, listening to the voice of His 
Servant? Who among you walks in darkness, and has no light? Let him 
trust in the name of Yahweh; let him lean on his God. 50:11 Look, all you 
who kindle a fire, who encircle yourselves with firebrands; walk in the light 
of your fire and in the firebrands you have lit! This is what you’ll get from 
My hand: you will lie down in a place of torment.

6.21.4 The Fourth Song: The Death and Vindication of the 
Servant(52:13-53:12)

In this fourth Song, we have a completion of the first three.  
Three themes are present here:
1. The death of the Servant is revealed.
2. The cause of the Servant’s suffering and death is revealed.
• Verse 5, He was wounded for our transgressions (Rebellion).

• Verse 5, He was bruised for our iniquities (Sins).

• Verse 5, He was punished to heal us.

• Verse 5, He is weighed down with our sins.

• Verse 8, He dies for His rebellious people.

• Verse 10, His life is given as a reparation (Guilt) offering.

• Verse 12, He intervenes for His rebellious people.

3. The Servant’s satisfaction in His faithful work is revealed.
Isaiah 52:13–53:12 See, My Servant will act wisely; He will be 
raised and lifted up and greatly exalted. 52:14 Just as many were appalled 
at You— His appearance was so disfigured that He did not look like a man, 
and His form did not resemble a human being— 52:15 so He will sprinkle 
many nations. Kings will shut their mouths because of Him, For they will 
see what had not been told them, and they will understand what they had 
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not heard.  
 53:1 Who has believed what we have heard? And who has the arm of 
the Lord been revealed to?  
 53:2 He grew up before Him like a young plant and like a root out of 
dry ground. He didn’t have an impressive form or majesty that we should 
look at Him, no appearance that we should desire Him. 53:3 He was 
despised and rejected by men, a man of suffering who knew what sickness 
was. He was like someone people turned away from; He was despised, and 
we didn’t value Him.  
 53:4 Yet He Himself bore our sicknesses, and He carried our pains; but 
we in turn regarded Him stricken, struck down by God, and afflicted. 53:5 
But He was pierced because of our transgressions, crushed because of our 
iniquities; punishment for our peace was on Him, and we are healed by 
His wounds. 53:6 We all went astray like sheep; we all have turned to our 
own way; and the Lord has punished Him for the iniquity of us all.  
 53:7 He was oppressed and afflicted, yet He did not open His mouth. 
Like a lamb led to the slaughter and like a sheep silent before her shearers, 
He did not open His mouth. 53:8 He was taken away because of oppres-
sion and judgment; and who considered His fate? For He was cut off from 
the land of the living; He was struck because of my people’s rebellion. 53:9 
They made His grave with the wicked and with a rich man at His death, 
although He had done no violence and had not spoken deceitfully. 53:10 
Yet the Lord was pleased to crush Him severely.  
 When (after) You make Him a restitution offering, He will see His 
seed, He will prolong His days, and by His hand, the Lord’s pleasure will 
be accomplished. 53:11 He will see it out of His anguish, and He will be 
satisfied with His knowledge. My righteous Servant will justify many, 
and He will carry their iniquities. 53:12 Therefore I will give Him the 
many as a portion, and He will receive the mighty as spoil, because He 
submitted Himself to death, and was counted among the rebels; yet He 
bore the sin of many and interceded for the rebels.
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6.22 The Songs of the Anointed Conqueror

In these songs, the theme of the anticipated Davidic King of Chapters 1-37 
and the theme of the Suffering Servant in Chapters 38-57 are brought 
together in the form of the Anointed Conqueror who is yet to come. This 
Conqueror is God Himself intervening in history. This Conqueror is also 
linked with the “Arm” of the Lord who is also the Servant (53:1>59:16).
From this development of themes, we are presented with Isaiah’s full pic-
ture of the coming David King (Messiah) who will suffer for the people as a 
sacrifice, but then be vindicated and by the power of the Spirit to restore the 
righteous to the Land and destroy all the wicked. 

6.22.1 The First Song | 59:15b-21

The LORD appears to take the matter of salvation and vengeance into His 
own hands by commissioning a new covenant mediator.
Isaiah 59:15–21   … The Lord saw that there was no justice, and He was 
offended. 59:16 He saw that there was no man— He was amazed that 
there was no one interceding; so His own arm brought salvation, and His 
own righteousness supported Him. 59:17 He put on righteousness like a 
breastplate, and a helmet of salvation on His head; He put on garments 
of vengeance for clothing, and He wrapped Himself in zeal as in a cloak. 
59:18 So He will repay according to their deeds: fury to His enemies, ret-
ribution to His foes, and He will repay the coastlands. 59:19 They will fear 
the name of Yahweh in the west and His glory in the east; for He will come 
like a rushing stream driven by the wind of the Lord. 59:20 “The Redeem-
er will come to Zion, and to those in Jacob who turn from transgression.” 
This is the Lord’s declaration. 59:21 “As for Me, this is My covenant with 
them,” says the Lord: “My Spirit who is on you, and My words that I have 
put in your mouth, will not depart from your mouth, or from the mouth of 
your children, or from the mouth of your children’s children, from now on 
and forever,” says the Lord.



TSF | Biblical Eschatology 78

6.22.2 The Second Song | 61:1-4

The One who is to come is anointed with the Spirit to carry out His mission. 

Isaiah 61:1–4  The Spirit of the Lord God is on Me, because the Lord 
has anointed Me to bring good news to the poor. He has sent Me to heal 
the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives and freedom to 
the prisoners; 61:2 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor, and the day 
of our God’s vengeance; to comfort all who mourn, 61:3 to provide for 
those who mourn in Zion; to give them a crown of beauty instead of ashes, 
festive oil instead of mourning, and splendid clothes instead of despair. 
And they will be called righteous trees, planted by the Lord to glorify 
Him. 61:4 They will rebuild the ancient ruins; they will restore the former 
devastations; they will renew the ruined cities, the devastations of many 
generations.

6.22.3 The Third Song | 61:10-11

The One who is to come rejoices in the LORD because He has been 
“clothed” to accomplish His mission.

Isaiah 61:10–11   I greatly rejoice in the Lord, I exult in my 
God; for He has clothed me with the garments of salvation and wrapped 
me in a robe of righteousness, as a groom wears a turban and as a bride 
adorns herself with her jewels. 61:11 For as the earth produces its growth, 
and as a garden enables what is sown to spring up, so the Lord God will 
cause righteousness and praise to spring up before all the nations.

6.22.4 The Fourth Song | 63:1-6

The One who is to come alone carries out the vengeance of the LORD that 
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leads to the restoration of the whole Earth.

Isaiah 63:1–6  Who is this coming from Edom in crim-
son-stained garments from Bozrah— this One who is splendid in His 
apparel, rising up proudly in His great might? It is I, proclaiming vindica-
tion, powerful to save. 63:2 Why are Your clothes red, and Your garments 
like one who treads a winepress? 63:3 I trampled the winepress alone, and 
no one from the nations was with Me. I trampled them in My anger and 
ground them underfoot in My fury; their blood spattered My garments, 
and all My clothes were stained. 63:4 For I planned the day of vengeance, 
and the year of My redemption came. 63:5 I looked, but there was no one 
to help, and I was amazed that no one assisted; so My arm accomplished 
victory for Me, and My wrath assisted Me. 63:6 I crushed nations in My 
anger; I made them drunk with My wrath and poured out their blood on 
the ground.

 ! This text clearly foresees the events of Revelation 19:

Revelation 19:11–18  Then I saw heaven opened, and there was 
a white horse. Its rider is called Faithful and True, and He judges and 
makes war in righteousness. 19:12 His eyes were like a fiery flame, and 
many crowns were on His head. He had a name written that no one knows 
except Himself. 19:13 He wore a robe stained with blood, and His name is 
the Word of God. 19:14 The armies that were in heaven followed Him on 
white horses, wearing pure white linen. 19:15 A sharp sword came from 
His mouth, so that He might strike the nations with it. He will shepherd 
them with an iron scepter. He will also trample the winepress of the fierce 
anger of God, the Almighty. 19:16 And He has a name written on His robe 
and on His thigh: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS. 19:17 
Then I saw an angel standing on the sun, and he cried out in a loud voice, 
saying to all the birds flying high overhead, “Come, gather together for the 
great supper of God, 19:18 so that you may eat the flesh of kings, the flesh 
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of commanders, the flesh of mighty men, the flesh of horses and of their 
riders, and the flesh of everyone, both free and slave, small and great.”

6.23 Isaiah 65:17—66:24: A Vision of the New Heavens and Earth

Much of the vision in these last chapters of Isaiah are linked to the later 
visions of the New Testament, especially the Book of Revelation. 

6.23.1 A New Heaven and Earth will be created.

Isaiah 65:17–66:24 For I will create a new heaven and a new 
earth; the past events will not be remembered or come to mind. 65:18 
Then be glad and rejoice forever in what I am creating; for I will create 
Jerusalem to be a joy and its people to be a delight. 65:19 I will rejoice in 
Jerusalem and be glad in My people. The sound of weeping and crying will 
no longer be heard in her. 

 ! We see a very similar vision in Revelation:

Revelation 21:1–5   Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, 
for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea no 
longer existed. 21:2 I also saw the Holy City, new Jerusalem, coming down 
out of heaven from God, prepared like a bride adorned for her husband.  
21:3 Then I heard a loud voice from the throne: Look! God’s dwelling is 
with humanity, and He will live with them. They will be His people, and 
God Himself will be with them and be their God. 21:4 He will wipe away 
every tear from their eyes. Death will no longer exist; grief, crying, and 
pain will exist no longer, because the previous things have passed away. 
21:5 Then the One seated on the throne said, “Look! I am making every-
thing new.” He also said, “Write, because these words are faithful and true.”
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6.23.2 It will be a time of great blessing, prosperity and fruitfulness.

Isaiah 65:20  In her ( Jerusalem), a nursing infant will no longer live only 
a few days, or an old man not live out his days. Indeed, the youth will die 
at a hundred years, and the one who misses a hundred years will be cursed. 
65:21 People will build houses and live in them; they will plant vineyards 
and eat their fruit. 65:22 They will not build and others live in them; they 
will not plant and others eat. For My people’s lives will be like the lifetime 
of a tree. My chosen ones will fully enjoy the work of their hands. 65:23 
They will not labor without success or bear children destined for disaster, 
for they will be a people blessed by the Lord along with their descendants. 

6.23.3 The LORD will have an intimate relationship with His people.

Isaiah 65:24  Even before they call, I will answer; while they are still 
speaking, I will hear. 

6.23.4 The created order will be free of the effects of sin:

Isaiah 65:25  The wolf and the lamb will feed together, and the lion will 
eat straw like the ox, but the serpent’s food will be dust! They will not do 
what is evil or destroy on My entire holy mountain,” says the Lord. 

6.23.5 The LORD’s justice will rule all:

Isaiah 66:1  This is what the Lord says:  Heaven is My throne, and earth 
is My footstool. What house could you possibly build for Me? And what 
place could be My home? 66:2 My hand made all these things, and so they 
all came into being. This is the Lord’s declaration. I will look favorably on 
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this kind of person: one who is humble, submissive in spirit, and trembles 
at My word. …(the following verses outline how the Lord will execute His 
righteous judgment against all evil doers but redeem the faithful in Zion)

6.23.6 Jerusalem will be comforted

Isaiah 66:12  For this is what the Lord says:  I will make peace flow to her 
(Zion) like a river, and the wealth of nations like a flood; you will nurse 
and be carried on her hip and bounced on her lap. 66:13 As a mother 
comforts her son, so I will comfort you, and you will be comforted in Jeru-
salem. 66:14 You will see, you will rejoice, and you will flourish like grass; 
then the Lord’s power will be revealed to His servants, but He will show 
His wrath against His enemies. 

6.23.7 The LORD will come in judgment against His enemies:

Isaiah 66:15  Look, the Lord will come with fire— His chariots are 
like the whirlwind— to execute His anger with fury and His rebuke with 
flames of fire. 66:16 For the Lord will execute judgment on all flesh with 
His fiery sword, and many will be slain by the Lord. 66:17 “Those who 
dedicate and purify themselves to enter the groves following their leader, 
eating meat from pigs, vermin, and rats, will perish together.” This is the 
Lord’s declaration. 

6.23.8 The LORD’s glory will be clearly seen in all the Earth as His 
people are gathered back to the Land:

Isaiah 66:18  “Knowing their works and their thoughts, I have come to gath-
er all nations and languages; they will come and see My glory. 66:19 I will 
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establish a sign among them, and I will send survivors from them to the 
nations—to Tarshish, Put, Lud (who are archers), Tubal, Javan, and the 
islands far away—who have not heard of My fame or seen My glory. And 
they will proclaim My glory among the nations. 66:20 They will bring all 
your brothers from all the nations as a gift to the Lord on horses and char-
iots, in litters, and on mules and camels, to My holy mountain Jerusalem,” 
says the Lord, “just as the Israelites bring an offering in a clean vessel to the 
house of the Lord.

6.23.9 All humanity will worship before the LORD, reminded of the 
fate of the rebellious:

Isaiah 66:21  I will also take some of them as priests and Levites,” says 
the Lord. 66:22 “For just as the new heavens and the new earth, which I 
will make, will endure before Me”— this is the Lord’s declaration— “so 
your offspring and your name will endure. 66:23 All mankind will come 
to worship Me from one New Moon to another and from one Sabbath to 
another,” says the Lord. 66:24 “As they leave, they will see the dead bodies 
of the men who have rebelled against Me; for their worm will never die, 
their fire will never go out, and they will be a horror to all mankind.”

Zephaniah (640-626) to Judah (Josiah)
According to the first verse of his book, Zephaniah was the great-great-gran-
son of king Hezekiah. His ministry took place during the reign of King Josiah 
to whom he was probably related. Zephaniah was also a contemporary of 
Nahum, Habakkuk and Jeremiah.

The reign of King Josiah was marked by the recovery of the Law of 
Moses by Hilkiah in 622 BC (see 2 Kings 22-23; 2 Chronicles 34). This 
“rediscovery” sparked Josiah’s reforms and a general spiritual revival in 
Judah. Josiah put an end to much idolatry and many of the pagan practices 
that Manasseh has introduced during his reign. Despite Josiah’s best efforts, 
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the moral condition of Judah continued to decline and in the end it was 
“too little, too late.” Zephaniah singles out the “remnant of Baal” - those who 
continued in the worship that pagan deity. 

Zephaniah focuses on the coming “Day of Yahweh/the LORD” and the 
imminent judgment of Judah. His ministry takes place during the decline of 
the Assyrian Empire (Nineveh falls in 612 BC to a confederation of Medes, 
Persians, Babylonians, Chaldeans, Scythians, Cimmerians) and the rise of 
the Neo-Babylonian Empire. 

John Walvoord’s summary of the “Day of Yahweh/The LORD” as pre-
sented in Zephaniah is helpful:

“The day of the Lord is best understood as a time when God deals in 
direct judgment on the world, though it may also be a time of unusual 
blessing as in the millennium. The main burden of Scripture concern-
ing the day of the Lord points to the ultimate judgment in connection 
with the second coming of Christ. The period immediately before 
Judah was the Babylonian captivity, which was the day of the Lord as 
far as Judah was concerned. This coming time of judgment, though 
extending to all the earth (1:2 - 3), was primarily on Judah and Jerusa-
lem (1:4 - 2:3). Following judgment on Jerusalem, however, would be 
judgment on the surrounding nations (vv. 4 - 15). The book conclud-
ed with the ultimate restoration, referring to the millennial kingdom, 
which will take place after the second coming of Christ (3:9 - 12).” 
( John Walvoord, Every Prophecy of the Bible, 299)

6.24 Zephaniah 1:4-18: The Day of the Lord will be a day of terror to the 
unrighteous. 

Zephaniah 1:2–3  1:2 I will completely sweep away everything 
from the face of the earth— this is the Lord’s declaration. 1:3 I will sweep 
away man and animal; I will sweep away the birds of the sky and the fish of 
the sea, and the ruins along with the wicked. I will cut off mankind from 
the face of the earth. This is the Lord’s declaration.… 
… 1:14 The great Day of the Lord is near, near and rapidly approaching. 
Listen, the Day of the Lord— then the warrior’s cry is bitter. 1:15 That 
day is a day of wrath, a day of trouble and distress, a day of destruction and 
desolation, a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and blackness, 
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1:16 a day of trumpet blast and battle cry against the fortified cities, and 
against the high corner towers. 1:17 I will bring distress on mankind, and 
they will walk like the blind because they have sinned against the Lord. 
Their blood will be poured out like dust and their flesh like dung. 1:18 
Their silver and their gold will not be able to rescue them on the day of the 
Lord’s wrath. The whole earth will be consumed by the fire of His jealousy. 
For He will make a complete, yes, a horrifying end of all the inhabitants of 
the earth.

 ! The Day of the LORD: Zephaniah is good place to see the 
expansive nature of this time of judgment: 
 
1) ultimately the Day of the LORD refers to the final period of 
history in which the LORD will visit humanity in both judgment 
and salvation.  
 
2) in the immediate context of Judah, the Day of the LORD 
refers to the coming Babylonian invasion as a type or figure of the 
final day of the LORD’s visitation and judgment.

6.25 Zephaniah 2:1-3: The people are called to repentance.

Zephaniah 2:1–3 Gather yourselves together; gather together, 
undesirable nation, 2:2 before the decree takes effect and the day passes 
like chaff, before the burning of the Lord’s anger overtakes you, before the 
day of the Lord’s anger overtakes you. 2:3 Seek the Lord, all you humble 
of the earth (Land), who carry out what He commands. Seek righteous-
ness, seek humility; perhaps you will be concealed on the day of the Lord’s 
anger.
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6.26 Zephaniah 2:4-15: The Nations surrounding Judah will also be 
judged.

6.27 Zephaniah 3:1-8: The people of Jerusalem are singled out for 
judgment which will ultimately consume the whole Earth. 

6.28 Zephaniah 3:9-20: Judgment is not the last word, the LORD will 
restore His people.

Zephaniah 3:9–20 For I will then restore pure speech to the 
peoples so that all of them may call on the name of Yahweh and serve Him 
with a single purpose. 3:10 From beyond the rivers of Cush, My suppli-
cants, My dispersed people, will bring an offering to Me. 3:11 On that day 
you will not be put to shame because of everything you have done in 
rebelling against Me. For then I will remove your proud, arrogant people 
from among you, and you will never again be haughty on My holy moun-
tain. 3:12 I will leave a meek and humble people among you, and they will 
take refuge in the name of Yahweh. 3:13 The remnant of Israel will no 
longer do wrong or tell lies; a deceitful tongue will not be found in 
their mouths. But they will pasture and lie down, with nothing to make 
them afraid.  
 3:14 Sing for joy, Daughter Zion; shout loudly, Israel! Be glad and 
rejoice with all your heart, Daughter Jerusalem! 3:15 The Lord has re-
moved your punishment; He has turned back your enemy. The King 
of Israel, Yahweh, is among you; you need no longer fear harm. 3:16 
On that day it will be said to Jerusalem: “Do not fear; Zion, do not let your 
hands grow weak. 3:17 Yahweh your God is among you, a warrior who 
saves. He will rejoice over you with gladness. He will bring you quiet-
ness with His love. He will delight in you with shouts of joy.” 3:18 I will 
gather those who have been driven from the appointed festivals; they will 
be a tribute from you and a reproach on her. 3:19 Yes, at that time I will 
deal with all who afflict you. I will save the lame and gather the scattered; 
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I will make those who were disgraced throughout the earth receive praise 
and fame. 3:20 At that time I will bring you back, yes, at the time I will 
gather you. I will give you fame and praise among all the peoples of 
the earth, when I restore your fortunes before your eyes. Yahweh has 
spoken.

 ! This particular theme of the Day of the LORD - a time of both 
judgment and salvation - is seen amplified in the New Testament 
development of these ideas:

2 Thessalonians 1:4–12 Therefore, we ourselves boast about you 
among God’s churches—about your endurance and faith in all the per-
secutions and afflictions you endure. 1:5 It is a clear evidence of God’s 
righteous judgment that you will be counted worthy of God’s kingdom, 
for which you also are suffering, 1:6 since it is righteous for God to repay 
with affliction those who afflict you 1:7 and to reward with rest you who 
are afflicted, along with us. This will take place at the revelation of the 
Lord Jesus from heaven with His powerful angels, 1:8 taking vengeance 
with flaming fire on those who don’t know God and on those who don’t 
obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. 1:9 These will pay the penalty of eternal 
destruction from the Lord’s presence and from His glorious strength 1:10 
in that day when He comes to be glorified by His saints and to be admired 
by all those who have believed, because our testimony among you was 
believed. 1:11 And in view of this, we always pray for you that our God 
will consider you worthy of His calling, and will, by His power, fulfill every 
desire for goodness and the work of faith, 1:12 so that the name of our 
Lord Jesus will be glorified by you, and you by Him, according to the grace 
of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.
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Habakkuk (608-598)
Very little is known about the person of Habakkuk or the time of his min-
istry. It is clear that he speaks to Judah some time before the Babylonian 
invasion, but the precise dating of his ministry is not know. The style of 
Habakkuk is more akin to the Wisdom writings and the Psalms in that he 
records a dialogue between himself and the LORD. This book is particularly 
interesting as it deals with the issue of God’s righteousness in the way He 
deals with humanity’s sin.

Specifically Habakkuk wrestles with justice of God raising up the Bab-
ylonians (a pagan nation) to bring judgment on Judah (a wicked nation). 
Habakkuk’s dialogue can be outlined this way: 

1. 1:1-4 Habakkuk: Lord, I call out to You, When will you judge the 
wicked in the Land ?

2. 1:5-11 The LORD: You will not believe what I am about to do; I am 
raising up the powerful and prideful Babylonians to bring judgment on 
the Land.

3. 1:12-2:1 Habakkuk: But LORD you are too holy to even look on evil - 
how can you do this?

4. 2:2-20 The LORD: Even though I will use the Babylonians to judge 
Judah, I will judge them as well for their own wickedness. I am God, 
Holy in my temple - trust Me!

5. 3:1-19 Habakkuk: LORD you are great and beyond my comprehen-
sion. I will trust and rejoice in YOU. 

Habakkuk 3:2 Lord, I have heard the report about You; Lord, I stand in 
awe of Your deeds. Revive Your work in these years; make it known in 
these years. In Your wrath remember mercy!

Jeremiah (650-582) addresses Judah
Jeremiah was the son of the priest Hilkiah (not the one who recovered the 
Law during Josiah’s reign) and his ministry lasted from 625 to 582 BC. Josiah 
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deals with coming of the Babylonian invasion, the destruction of Jerusalem, 
and the hope of Israel and Judah for the future. Walvoord notes that Jeremi-
ah is the most expansive of the OT books revealing more detail about Judah, 
the nations, and people groups than any other. Since Jeremiah’s writing is so 
expansive we will only hit the “high points.”

Many of the themes of the other Prophets are present in Jeremiah:

1. The LORD outlines the reasons and justification for the impending 
judgment of Judah.

2. The LORD calls the people to repentance.

3. Judgment will come and it will be harsh.

4. Judgment is not the last word, the LORD will ultimately restore His 
people based on His former promises. 

6.29 Jeremiah 31:15: Rachel (the mothers of Judah) would weep for her 
children destroyed in the coming invasion. This “massacre of the 
children” is a type and foreshadowing of Herod’s slaughter of the 
children at the time of Jesus’ birth: Matthew 2:16-18.

Jeremiah 31:15 This is what the Lord says:  A voice was heard in Ramah, a 
lament with bitter weeping— Rachel weeping for her children, refusing to 
be comforted for her children because they are no more.

 ! It is significant to note that this mourning for the children 
precedes the coming of a New Covenant! This pattern fits the 
events surrounding Jesus’ life and ministry. 

6.30 Jeremiah 31:31: A New Covenant will be made with Judah and Israel 
that is superior to the Sinai Covenant. See Matthew 26:28; Mark 14:24; 
Luke 22:20; 1 Corinthians 11:25; 2 Corinthians 3:6; Hebrews 8:6-13, 
9:15, 12:24
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Jeremiah 31:16–36  This is what the Lord says: Keep your voice 
from weeping and your eyes from tears, for the reward for your work 
will come— this is the Lord’s declaration— and your children will return 
from the enemy’s land. 31:17 There is hope for your future— this is the 
Lord’s declaration— and your children will return to their own terri-
tory.  
 31:18 I have heard Ephraim moaning, “You disciplined me, and I have 
been disciplined like an untrained calf. Restore me, and I will return, for 
you, Lord, are my God. 31:19 After I returned, I repented; After I was in-
structed, I struck my thigh in grief. I was ashamed and humiliated because 
I bore the disgrace of my youth.” 31:20 Isn’t Ephraim a precious son to 
Me, a delightful child? Whenever I speak against him, I certainly still think 
about him. Therefore, My inner being yearns for him; I will truly have 
compassion on him. This is the Lord’s declaration.… 
…31:27 “The days are coming”—this is the Lord’s declaration—“when I 
will sow the house of Israel and the house of Judah with the seed of man 
and the seed of beast. 31:28 Just as I watched over them to uproot and to 
tear them down, to demolish and to destroy, and to cause disaster, so will I 
be attentive to build and to plant them,” says the Lord.  
 31:29 “In those days, it will never again be said: The fathers have eaten 
sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge. 31:30 Rather, each 
will die for his own wrongdoing. Anyone who eats sour grapes—his own 
teeth will be set on edge.  
 31:31 “Look, the days are coming”—this is the Lord’s declara-
tion—“when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and 
with the house of Judah. 31:32 This one will not be like the covenant I 
made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them 
out of the land of Egypt—a covenant they broke even though I had mar-
ried them”—the Lord’s declaration. 

 ! The New Covenant will be different from the one made at Sinai!
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 31:33 “Instead, this is the covenant I will make with the house of Israel 
after those days”—the Lord’s declaration. “I will put My teaching within 
them and write it on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be My 
people. 31:34 No longer will one teach his neighbor or his brother, saying, 
‘Know the Lord,’ for they will all know Me, from the least to the greatest of 
them”—this is the Lord’s declaration. “For I will forgive their wrongdoing 
and never again remember their sin.” 

 ! The LORD himself will work an “inner transformation” in His 
people so that they know him deeply and intimately.

 ! The LORD will forgive the people completely.  

 31:35 This is what the Lord says:  The One who gives the sun for light 
by day, the fixed order of moon and stars for light by night, who stirs up 
the sea and makes its waves roar— Yahweh of Hosts is His name: 31:36 
If this fixed order departs from My presence— this is the Lord’s declara-
tion— then also Israel’s descendants will cease to be a nation before Me 
forever.

 ! The oath that the LORD takes here insures that Judah/Israel will 
remain a nation before the LORD forever. 

6.31 Jeremiah 32:27-44: (Kaiser) The everlasting promises made to Israel.

• The LORD assures the people that judgment is coming: 

Jeremiah 32:27–44  “Look, I am Yahweh, the God of all flesh. Is 
anything too difficult for Me? 32:28 Therefore, this is what the Lord says: I 
am about to hand this city over to the Chaldeans, to Babylon’s king Ne-
buchadnezzar, and he will capture it. 32:29 The Chaldeans who are going 
to fight against this city will come, set this city on fire, and burn it along 
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with the houses where incense has been burned to Baal on their rooftops 
and where drink offerings have been poured out to other gods to provoke 
Me to anger. 32:30 From their youth, the Israelites and Judeans have done 
nothing but what is evil in My sight! They have done nothing but provoke 
Me to anger by the work of their hands”—this is the Lord’s declaration— 
32:31 “for this city has caused My wrath and fury from the day it was built 
until now. I will therefore remove it from My presence, 32:32 because of 
all the evil the Israelites and Judeans have done to provoke Me to an-
ger—they, their kings, their officials, their priests, and their prophets, the 
men of Judah, and the residents of Jerusalem. 32:33 They have turned 
their backs to Me and not their faces. Though I taught them time and 
time again, they do not listen and receive discipline. 32:34 They have 
placed their detestable things in the house that is called by My name and 
have defiled it. 32:35 They have built the high places of Baal in the Val-
ley of Hinnom to make their sons and daughters pass through the fire to 
Molech—something I had not commanded them. I had never entertained 
the thought that they do this detestable act causing Judah to sin! 

• Once again, judgment and wrath is not the last word:

 32:36 “Now therefore, this is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says to 
this city about which you said, ‘It has been handed over to Babylon’s king 
through sword, famine, and plague’: 32:37 I am about to gather them 
from all the lands where I have banished them in My anger, rage and 
great wrath, and I will return them to this place and make them live in 
safety. 32:38 They will be My people, and I will be their God. 32:39 I will 
give them one heart and one way so that for their good and for the good of 
their descendants after them, they will fear Me always.  
 32:40 “I will make an everlasting covenant with them: I will never 
turn away from doing good to them, and I will put fear of Me in their 
hearts so they will never again turn away from Me. 32:41 I will take de-
light in them to do what is good for them, and with all My heart and mind 
I will faithfully plant them in this land.  
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 32:42 “For this is what the Lord says: Just as I have brought all this 
great disaster on these people, so am I about to bring on them all the good 
I am promising them. 32:43 Fields will be bought in this land about which 
you are saying, ‘It’s a desolation without man or beast; it has been hand-
ed over to the Chaldeans!’ 32:44 Fields will be purchased with silver, the 
transaction written on a scroll and sealed, and witnesses will be called on 
in the land of Benjamin, in the areas surrounding Jerusalem, and in Judah’s 
cities—the cities of the hill country, the cities of the Judean foothills, and 
the cities of the Negev—because I will restore their fortunes.” This is the 
Lord’s declaration.

 ! Here Jeremiah foresees the ultimate restoration and blessing of 
Israel. This was worked out in part by their return to the Land 
under the Persians around 540 BC. But the New Testament 
foresees a time yet future when this will be fulfilled as the people 
are redeemed by their Savior and King, Jesus.  
 Even now, in Israel’s rebellion, rejecting Jesus their King, 
the LORD God is working out a much larger plan, fulfilling His 
primary promise to Abraham to bless all the families of the Earth 
through His “seed.”

Romans 11:11–15 I ask, then, have they (the people of national 
Israel) stumbled in order to fall? Absolutely not! On the contrary, by their 
stumbling, salvation has come to the Gentiles to make Israel jealous. 11:12 
Now if their stumbling brings riches for the world, and their failure riches 
for the Gentiles, how much more will their full number bring! 11:13 Now 
I am speaking to you Gentiles. In view of the fact that I am an apostle to 
the Gentiles, I magnify my ministry, 11:14 if I can somehow make my own 
people jealous and save some of them. 11:15 For if their rejection brings 
reconciliation to the world, what will their acceptance mean but life 
from the dead?… 
 …11:25   So that you will not be conceited, brothers, I do not want 
you to be unaware of this mystery: A partial hardening has come to Israel 
until the full number of the Gentiles has come in. 11:26 And in this way all 
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Israel will be saved, as it is written:  
 The Liberator/Deliverer will come from Zion;  
 He will turn away godlessness from Jacob.  
 11:27 And this will be My covenant with them  
  when I take away their sins.  
11:28 Regarding the gospel, they are enemies for your advantage, but 
regarding election, they are loved because of the patriarchs, 11:29 since 
God’s gracious gifts and calling are irrevocable. 11:30 As you once dis-
obeyed God, but now have received mercy through their disobedience, 
11:31 so they too have now disobeyed, resulting in mercy to you, so that 
they also now may receive mercy. 11:32 For God has imprisoned all in 
disobedience, so that He may have mercy on all.

The Exilic Prophets

Ezekiel (620-570) to Exiles in Babylon

6.32 Ezekiel 37:1-28: The Future Resurrection and Reunification of the 
Nation. 

Ezekiel 37:12–14 Therefore, prophesy and say to them: This is 
what the Lord God says: I am going to open your graves and bring you up 
from them, My people, and lead you into the land of Israel. 37:13 You will 
know that I am Yahweh, My people, when I open your graves and bring 
you up from them. 37:14 I will put My Spirit in you, and you will live, and 
I will settle you in your own land. Then you will know that I am Yahweh. I 
have spoken, and I will do it.” This is the declaration of Yahweh.

Ezekiel 37:15–28 The word of the Lord came to me: 37:16 
“Son of man, take a single stick and write on it: Belonging to Judah and 
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the Israelites associated with him. Then take another stick and write on it: 
Belonging to Joseph—the stick of Ephraim—and all the house of Israel as-
sociated with him. 37:17 Then join them together into a single stick so that 
they become one in your hand. 37:18 When your people ask you, ‘Won’t 
you explain to us what you mean by these things?’— 37:19 tell them: This 
is what the Lord God says: I am going to take the stick of Joseph, which 
is in the hand of Ephraim, and the tribes of Israel associated with him, 
and put them together with the stick of Judah. I will make them into a 
single stick so that they become one in My hand.  
 37:20 “When the sticks you have written on are in your hand and in 
full view of the people, 37:21 tell them: This is what the Lord God says: 
I am going to take the Israelites out of the nations where they have gone. 
I will gather them from all around and bring them into their own land. 
37:22 I will make them one nation in the land, on the mountains of Israel, 
and one king will rule over all of them. They will no longer be two nations 
and will no longer be divided into two kingdoms. 37:23 They will not 
defile themselves anymore with their idols, their detestable things, and 
all their transgressions. I will save them from all their apostasies by which 
they sinned, and I will cleanse them. Then they will be My people, and 
I will be their God. 37:24 My servant David will be king over them, and 
there will be one shepherd for all of them. They will follow My ordinances, 
and keep My statutes and obey them. 37:25 “They will live in the land that 
I gave to My servant Jacob, where your fathers lived. They will live in it 
forever with their children and grandchildren, and My servant David will 
be their prince forever.  
 37:26 I will make a covenant of peace with them; it will be an ever-
lasting covenant with them. I will establish and multiply them and will set 
My sanctuary among them forever. 37:27 My dwelling place will be with 
them; I will be their God, and they will be My people. 37:28 When My 
sanctuary is among them forever, the nations will know that I, Yah-
weh, sanctify Israel.”



TSF | Biblical Eschatology 96

6.33 Ezekiel 38-39: Prophecy against the Prince Gog of Magog.

Ezekiel 38:13–16 “Therefore prophesy, son of man, and say to 
Gog: This is what the Lord God says: On that day when My people Israel 
are dwelling securely, will you not know this 38:15 and come from your 
place in the remotest parts of the north—you and many peoples with you, 
who are all riding horses—a mighty horde, a huge army? 38:16 You will 
advance against My people Israel like a cloud covering the land. It will 
happen in the last days, Gog, that I will bring you against My land so that 
the nations may know Me, when I show Myself holy through you in their 
sight.

 ! Since this passage clearly refers to events of the Last Days, we will 
wait to consider it in detail when we get to the New Testament.

6.34 Ezekiel 40:1-41:26; 43:1-11: The Future Third Temple

To put Ezekiel’s vision of a future temple in context, here is a summary of the 
Temples revealed in the Bible: 

1. The Tabernacle (1446-1000 BC) This the “tent” that Moses was given 
plans for to be a “mobile meeting place” between the LORD and His 
people. 

2. The First Temple | Solomon’s Temple (1000 BC) This is the most 
glorious of the Earthly temples. It was completely destroyed by the 
Babylonians in 586 BC.

3. The Second Temple | Zerubabbel’s Temple / Herod’s Temple (520 
BC—AD 70) This is the temple that was rebuilt under the leadership 
of Zerubabbel when the people were allowed to return to the Land in 
the Persian era. The work of rebuilding this temple was addressed by 
the prophets Zechariah and Malachi. The Romans renovated this tem-
ple under King Herod but it was ultimately destroyed by the Romans 
in AD 70. 
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4. The Third Temple | The End Times Temple / Millennial Temple 
(?) There will be a Third Temple built in the Last Days that will be-
come the Temple during the Millennial Period (controversial issue). I 
believe what Ezekiel sees is the renovation of the End Times Temple 
that will be present during the future earthly reign of Christ, that is 
the Millennial Temple. Other passages support this view: (Isaiah 2:3,  
56:6-7, 60:13; Daniel 9:24; Joel 3:18; Haggai 2:7-9; Zecariah 6:12-15, 
8:20-23).

 ! The proper means of interpreting Ezekiel’s vision in these 
chapters is one of the most divisive issues related to this book. 
There are two main way of interpreting: 1) the spiritual/
allegorical method and 2) the essentially literal method. The 
first view would conclude that these chapters do not reveal a 
literal temple but represents some spiritual truth. The second view 
sees this temple as a literal temple that will appear in history in the 
latter days.  
 When you look at all the detail that is given to Ezekiel that 
strains the spiritual/allegorical method and does not fit the 
details of the Second Temple, it seems that common sense would 
guide us to see this as a literal, future, historical temple. 
 Also, the New Testament foresees a Temple in Jerusalem in 
the Last Days:

Matthew 24:15–16 “So when you see the abomination that 
causes desolation, spoken of by the prophet Daniel, standing in the holy 
place” (let the reader understand), 24:16 “then those in Judea must flee to 
the mountains!  
Based on Jesus’ reference to Daniel, the Holy Place clearly refers to the Holy 
Place in the Temple.

2 Thessalonians 2:3–8 Let no one deceive you in any way. For that 
day [The Day of the LORD] will not come, unless the rebellion comes 
first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction, 2:4 
who opposes and exalts himself against every so-called god or object of 
worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, proclaiming 
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himself to be God. 2:5 Do you not remember that when I was still with 
you I told you these things? … the lawless one will be revealed, whom the 
Lord Jesus will kill with the breath of his mouth and bring to nothing by 
the appearance of his coming.

 ! This passage is critical: Paul foresees the coming of the Lawless 
One (Antichrist) who will take his seat in the Temple proclaiming 
Himself God. This same Lawless One will be destroyed by Jesus 
at His return. Thus there must be a literal temple in the Last Days 
at the time of Jesus’ return. 

Daniel (620-540) to Exiles in Babylon

6.35 Daniel 2 & 7: The Kingdoms to Come

These two chapters of Daniel reveal the order to Kingdoms that would rule 
over Israel in the intertestamental period and also into the Latter Days. 

The Kingdoms
Symbols in Chapter 2 
The Statue

Symbols in Chapter 7 
The Beasts

Babylon 
605-539 BC

Golden Head Lion

Medo-Persia 
539-331 BC

Silver Chest and Arms Bear

Greece 
331-146 BC

Bronze Belly and Thighs Leopard

Rome 
146 BC – AD 395*

Iron Legs and Feet The Terrible Beast

 ! We should note that at the end of each of these visions, the 
coming of the Messianic Kingdom is also foreseen:
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Daniel 2:43–45  “In the days of those kings, the God of 
heaven will set up a kingdom that will never be destroyed, and this king-
dom will not be left to another people. It will crush all these kingdoms and 
bring them to an end, but will itself endure forever. 2:45 You saw a stone 
break off from the mountain without a hand touching it, and it crushed 
the iron, bronze, fired clay, silver, and gold. The great God has told the king 
what will happen in the future. The dream is true, and its interpretation 
certain.”

Daniel 7:21–27    As I was watching, this horn waged war 
against the holy ones and was prevailing over them 7:22 until the Ancient 
of Days arrived and a judgment was given in favor of the holy ones of the 
Most High, for the time had come, and the holy ones took possession of 
the kingdom. 7:23 “This is what he said: ‘The fourth beast will be a fourth 
kingdom on the earth, different from all the other kingdoms. It will devour 
the whole earth, trample it down, and crush it. 7:24 The 10 horns are 10 
kings who will rise from this kingdom. Another, different from the previ-
ous ones, will rise after them and subdue three kings. 7:25 He will speak 
words against the Most High and oppress the holy ones of the Most High. 
He will intend to change religious festivals and laws, and the holy ones 
will be handed over to him for a time, times, and half a time. 7:26 But the 
court will convene, and his dominion will be taken away, to be completely 
destroyed forever. 7:27 The kingdom, dominion, and greatness of the 
kingdoms under all of heaven will be given to the people, the holy 
ones of the Most High. His kingdom will be an everlasting kingdom, 
and all rulers will serve and obey Him.’

 ! This last section is worked out in the Book of Revelation 
which describes the coming of this “little horn” - the Beast, the 
Antichrist and his destruction at the return of Christ. We will 
put all of this together when we consider the NT development of 
these themes. 
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6.36 Daniel 7:13-14: The Messiah will be The Son of Man

Daniel 7:13–14  I continued watching in the night visions, and I saw One 
like a son of man coming with the clouds of heaven. He approached the 
Ancient of Days and was escorted before Him. 7:14 He was given authori-
ty to rule, and glory, and a kingdom; so that those of every people, nation, 
and language should serve Him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion 
that will not pass away, and His kingdom is one that will not be destroyed.

6.37 Daniel 9:24-27: Daniel’s Seventy Sevens

Daniel 9:20  While I was still speaking and praying, confessing my sin and 
the sin of my people Israel and presenting my request before the Lord my 
God concerning his holy mountain — 9:21 yes, while I was still praying, 
the man Gabriel whom I had seen previously in a vision was approaching 
me in my state of extreme weariness, around the time of the evening offer-
ing.

• The “time of the evening sacrifice” would have been between 3:00 and 
4:00 PM. 

9:22  He spoke with me, instructing me as follows: 
 “Daniel, I have now come to impart understanding to you. 9:23 At the 
beginning of your requests a message went out, and I have come to convey 
it to you, for you are a precious treasure. Therefore consider the message 
and understand the vision:  
9:24 “Seventy sevens/weeks have been determined 
 concerning your people and your holy city 
  (1) to finish the transgression, 
  (2) to bring sin to completion,  
  (3) to atone for iniquity, 
  (4) to bring in everlasting righteousness, 
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  (5) to seal up the prophetic vision,  
  (6) and to anoint a most holy place. 

9:25  So know and understand: from the going forth of the message to return and 
build Jerusalem until the anointed one, the prince, there are seven weeks and 
sixty-two weeks. It will again be built, with plaza and moat, but in distress-
ful times. 
 9:26 Now after the sixty-two weeks, the anointed one will be cut off 
and have nothing. As for the city and the sanctuary, the people of the com-
ing prince will destroy them. But his end will come speedily like a flood, 
until the end of the war that has been decreed, there will be desolations. 
 9:27 He will confirm a covenant with many for one week. But in the 
middle of that week he will bring sacrifice and offering to a halt on the 
wing of a desolating abomination, until the decreed end is poured out on 
the one who makes desolate.”

 ! When is the message given to rebuild and restore?

1. This could be Cyrus’ proclamation issued in 538/537 BC (II Chron-
icles 36:22-23; Ezra 1:1-4 and 6;1-5) which deals mostly with the 
rebuilding of the Temple.

2. This could be the decree of Darius, given in the year 521 BC (Ezra 6:6-
12) which also deals with the Temple.

3. This could be the decree of Artaxerxes I in 458/457 BC (Ezra 7:11-
26).

4. This could be the decree of Artaxerxes I in 445/444 BC (Nehemiah 
2:5-8)

The issue of setting strict dates for this prophetic timetable is very difficult. 
No matter which view is taken there are problems to be overcome. In the 
final analysis there is only two types of views on these “seventy sevens”: 1) 
these numbers are to be taken as literal periods of time, or 2) they are to be 
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taken as only symbolic and figurative periods of time. 
I take the view that these numbers represent literal, historical periods 

of time. I follow the basic approach of Stephen Miller (The New American 
Commentary) and Gleason L. Archer (The Expositor’s Bible Commentary) 
who begin this dating with the decree to Ezra given in 458/457 BC. This 
seems to fit the evidence better than the other two dates. 

With the starting date of 458/457 BC we add to it the first period of 
“sevens” or 7x7 = 49 years and this would bring us to the date 409/408 BC. 

Although this text does not tell us what is supposed to happen around 
this date it is interesting to note that this is about the time that rebuilding 
projects of Nehemiah and Ezra were completed in Jerusalem. Miller notes 
that in the Elephantine Papyri another governor had replaced Nehemiah by 
407 BC. This makes it possible and probable that Nehemiah’s work was 
completed by 409/408 BC (Miller, Daniel, NAC, 266).

To this first set of “sevens,” we now add the other set of 62 “sevens” and 
come up with 69 weeks of years or 483 years. By adding this to the date 
458 we come to the year AD 26/27 (we gain a year moving from BC to AD 
because there is no year 0). This is the time when Jesus would have been baptized 
by John at the beginning of His ministry!

 
• Deciphering the Seventy Sevens

“Seventy weeks are decreed about your 
people and your holy city…”

Literally “Seventy sevens” that are meant as 
“weeks” of years: 
1 week = 7 years 

70 weeks = 490 years

9:25a “Know then and understand that 
from the going out of the word to restore 
and build Jerusalem to the coming of 
an anointed one, a prince, there shall be 
a period of seven weeks and sixty two 
weeks…”

The word is taken as that of  
Artaxerxes in 458/457 BC.

7 Sevens (49 years) + 62 Sevens  
(434 years) for a total of 69 Weeks or  

483 years

483 years after 458/457 BC is 26/27 AD 
which is the time in which Jesus began  

His public ministry.



TSF | All Things Made New 103

9:25b “…It will again be built, with pla-
za and moat, but in distressful times.

This is probably the time signified by the first 
period of “sevens” – 7x7 or 49 years. This 

would be the time between 458/457 BC till 
409/408 BC the times in which Ezra and Ne-

hemiah were rebuildking in troubled times

9:26a “Now after the sixty two weeks, 
an anointed one will be cut off and have 
nothing. 

As for the city and the sanctuary, the 
people of the coming prince will destroy 
them. But his end will come speedily like 
a flood. Until the end of the war that has 
been decreed there will be destruction.

This comes after the total 483 years. Jesus’ 
crucifixion (“being cut off ”) took place 

about 3 years after the beginning of His min-
istry in AD 30.

The later half of this verse speaks to the 
destruction of the Temple and Jerusalem by 

Titus in AD 70. 

9:27 He (the prince to come) will con-
firm a covenant with many for one week. 
But in the middle of that week he will 
bring sacrifices and offerings to a halt. 
On the wing of abominations will come 
one who destroys, until the decreed end is 
poured out on the one who destroys."

The final period of 7 years  
(The Seventieth Seven) is a period of time 

yet future and foreseen in  
Revelation 6-19.  

The historical events immediately after the life 
of Christ do not seem to fulfill what is revealed 

here. 
Jesus confirms this in  

Matthew 24 and Mark 14.

• The Big Picture of the Seventy Sevens

7 “Sevens”  
(49 years)

62 “Sevens” Seventieth “Seven”

The time in which  
Ezra and Nehemiah 
 restore Jerusalem 

 

(458/457 - 409/408 BC)

Add to the first 7 “sevens” 
brings us to the beginning 

of Christ’s ministry 
 
 

(409/408BC - AD 26/27)

The final “seven” is the 
End Times in which Anti-

christ comes to power. 
 

(Yet Future)
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6.38 Daniel 11:36-45: The Coming Antichrist. 

 ! We will discuss the Antichrist in detail when we get to the New 
Testament. I will wait to deal with this passage until then. 

The Post-Exilic Prophets

Haggai (520) to Judah 
Haggai is the first prophet to address the house of Israel in the post-exile pe-
riod. Little is known about Haggai and his book is the second shortest book 
in the Hebrew Scriptures. As a contemporary of Zechariah and Ezra, there 
are several key places where theses books should be compared:

Haggai Zechariah Ezra
1:1-11 4:24-5:1
1:12-15 1:1-6 5:2
2:10-23 1:7-6:15

7-8 5:3-17, 6:1-13

The message of Haggai is primarily a rebuke of Zerubbabel the governor 
of Judah, Joshua the High priest, and the pilgrims of Israel returning to the 
Land as they procrastinated in rebuilding the Temple. Even though the 
second Temple was not as glorious as Solomon’s Temple that had been 
destroyed, the Lord encouraged the people that HE was with them and that 
they should continue and complete their efforts. 

The book can be outlined around the five messages of rebuke and encour-
agement that Haggai gives: 

1. 1:1-11 - Rebuke: Israel why do you live comfortably in your own houses 
while the Lord’s “house” is still in ruins. 

2. 1:12-15 - Encouragement: As the people respond and get back to building, 
the LORD declares, “I am with you.” 

3. 2:1-9 - Encouragement: Even though the Second Temple was not as glorious 
as Solomon’s, the Lord tells the people to continue because He has larger 
plans in mind:
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Haggai 2:6–9 For the Lord of Hosts says this: “Once more, in a little 
while, I am going to shake the heavens and the earth, the sea and the dry 
land. 2:7 I will shake all the nations so that the treasures of all the nations 
will come, and I will fill this house with glory,” says the Lord of Hosts. 2:8 
“The silver and gold belong to Me”—this is the declaration of the Lord of 
Hosts. 2:9 “The final glory of this house will be greater than the first,” says 
the Lord of Hosts. “I will provide peace in this place”—this is the declara-
tion of the Lord of Hosts.

4. 2:10-19 - Rebuke - The Lord rebukes the people for offering things to Him 
that are “impure.” He defines what is defiled and what is pure. 

5. 2:20-23 - Final Encouragement - The Lord will elevate Israel and judge the 
nations, shaking the power of the Gentiles. The Lord promises to make 
Zerubbabel His “chosen signet ring,” which many take to be a reference to 
things that will yet take place in the Kingdom after the resurrection. 

Zechariah (522-509) to Judah
The name Zechariah means “The LORD Remembers.” Born during the Bab-
ylonian Exile, Zechariah is the most unique and outstanding of the Post-Ex-
ilic prophets. Zechariah is significant in that it is the most expansive “apoca-
lyptic” book of the Hebrew Scriptures. The genre of Apocalyptic Prophecy is 
set apart by three major distinctives:

1. The LORD’s reveals His message in visions—often fantastic, symbolic 
visions.

2. The content of these revelations (the word apocalypse means revelation) 
focuses on the End of the Age and the coming Kingdom. 

3. The visions and revelations often “pull back the curtain” to show what 
is happening in the physical realm AND in the spiritual/heavenly 
realm.

There are many similarities between the Zechariah and the book of 
Revelation. We will consider those when we get there. For now, I have listed 
some of particularly Messianic portions of his vision. 
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6.39 Zechariah 9:9: The Messiah will come riding on a donkey’s foal 
Matthew 21:1-7

6.40 Zechariah 10:2-12: (Kaiser) The Future Return of Israel to the Land.

 ! This is an important passage in that although the People of Israel 
had already been restored to the Land after the Babylonian exile 
- Zechariah himself is one of those who have returned - a future 
calling of Israel back to the Land is foreseen. 

6.41 Zechariah 11:12-13: The Messiah will be betrayed for 30 pieces of 
silver: Matthew 26:14-15, 27:3, 27:9-10

6.42 Zechariah 12:10: The Messiah will be pierced and Israel will mourn 
for/over Him. Matthew 24:30; John 19:31-37; Revelation 1:7

Zechariah 12:10  “Then I will pour out a spirit of grace and 
prayer on the house of David and the residents of Jerusalem, and they will 
look at Me whom they pierced. They will mourn for Him as one mourns 
for an only child and weep bitterly for Him as one weeps for a firstborn.

6.43 Zechariah 14:1-21: The Battle of Armageddon.

Zechariah 14:1–4   A day of the Lord is coming when your 
plunder will be divided in your presence. 14:2 I will gather all the nations 
against Jerusalem for battle. The city will be captured, the houses looted, 
and the women raped. Half the city will go into exile, but the rest of the 
people will not be removed from the city. 14:3 Then the Lord will go out 
to fight against those nations as He fights on a day of battle. 14:4 On that 
day His feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, which faces Jerusalem on 
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the east. The Mount of Olives will be split in half from east to west, form-
ing a huge valley, so that half the mountain will move to the north and half 
to the south.

 ! We will come back to this passage when we cover Revelation. 

Malachi (465) to Judah

Malachi is the last prophetic voice to speak to Israel until the coming of John the 
Baptist. This book serves as a fitting end to the Prophetic ministry of this era 
and as the “last word” until the time of Jesus. Malachi’s name means “My 
Messenger.”

It is clear that the Temple has been rebuilt by the time of Malachi’s writ-
ing. Much of Malachi’s rebuke deals with the corruption of the priesthood 
and the people’s habitual return to sinful, unjust habits. Malachi’s style is 
unique in that he addresses the people with a series of questions and answers 
showing that the case the Lord is making against them is just. The book is 
composed of six basic oracles:

1. Malachi 1:1-5 - The people should love God.

2. Malachi 1:6-2:9 - The people should honor God.

3. Malachi 2:10-16 - The people should be Thankful.

4. Malachi 2:17-3:6 - The people should find their HOPE in God.

5. Malachi 3:7-12 - The people should obey God. 

6. Malachi 3:13-4:3 - The people should fear God. 

6.44 Malachi 3:1: The Messiah will be preceded by a Messenger 
Matthew 11:10; Mark 1:2; Luke 1:76

Malachi 3:1–4  “See, I am going to send My messenger, and he will clear 
the way before Me. Then the Lord you seek will suddenly come to His 
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temple, the Messenger of the covenant you desire—see, He is coming,” 
says the Lord of Hosts. 3:2 But who can endure the day of His coming? 
And who will be able to stand when He appears? For He will be like a re-
finer’s fire and like cleansing lye. 3:3 He will be like a refiner and purifier of 
silver; He will purify the sons of Levi and refine them like gold and silver. 
Then they will present offerings to the Lord in righteousness. 3:4 And the 
offerings of Judah and Jerusalem will please the Lord as in days of old and 
years gone by.

 ! The New Testament makes that case the John the Baptist was the one 
who would prepare the way for the Lord. However, some of the other 
details of these texts seem to fit better during the time of the Return of 
Christ, rather than at His advent. 

6.45 Malachi 4:5-6: The Messiah will be preceded by a Messenger 
Matthew 11:14-15, 16:14, 17:9-13; Mark 6:14-16, 9:11-13; Luke 1:16-17; 
John 1:21

Malachi 4:4–6  “Remember the instruction of Moses My servant, the stat-
utes and ordinances I commanded him at Horeb for all Israel. 4:5 Look, 
I am going to send you Elijah the prophet before the great and awesome 
Day of the Lord comes. 4:6 And he will turn the hearts of fathers to their 
children and the hearts of children to their fathers. Otherwise, I will come 
and strike the land with a curse.”

 ! These are the last prophetic words from this era and a fitting end 
to the “Old Testament” - the Hebrew Scriptures. 


