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THE WILL OF GOD
By H. Emilie Cady

Or what man is there of you, who, if his
son shall ask him for a loaf, will give
him a stone; or if he shall ask for a fish,
will give him a serpent? If ye then, be-
ing evil, know how to give good gifts un-
to your children, how much more shall
your Father who is in heaven give good
things to them that ask him?—Jesus

OD’S WILL for us is not sorrow,

poverty, loneliness, death, and all
the other forms of suffering that we
usually associate with the expression
“Thy will be done.”

“That creature in which the Eternal
Good most manifesteth itself, shineth
forth, worketh, is most known and
loved, is the best.”

Paul expresses the same idea when he
says, “It was the good pleasure of the
Father that in him [Christ] should all
the fullest dwell.” This means full-
ness of love, fullness of life, fullness
of power, fullness of joy, fullness of all
good; and Christ abideth in you. “Of his
fulness we all received.” “And in him ye
are made full.”

When Jesus Christ was here on earth -
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He said He cathe to represent,the Fa-
ther, that is, to-be to us as the Father
would be; to do to us and for us what
the Father would do: “He that hath seen
me hath seen the Father.” “Verily, verily
I say unto you, The Son can do ‘nothing
of himself, but what he seeth the Father
doing: for whiat things soever he doeth,
these the Son also doeth in like'#anner.”
Jesus never gave sorrow or sitkness to
anyone. Did He not say, “These things
have I spoken unato you, that my.joy may
be in you, and that your joy may be made
full”? Did He not definitely say, “I
came that they may have life, and may
have it abundantly”?

It has been urged by many good people
that Jesus meant only spiritual life.
Well, He did not say so, and “the com-
mon people” who “heard him gladly”
were not desiring or seeking spiritual
life. They wanted at that time health for
their sick ones; and in that day life
meant just what the common people
would understand today by life.

Jesus gave physical health for physical
sickness, and “them that had need of
healing he cured.” He gave life where
there had been physical death, as to the
daughter of Jairus; He gave power and
courage to the disciples where weakness
and fear had existed, so that the once
cowardly Peter became a very rock of
courage and strength forever after; He
gave' joy for sorrow, as when He re-
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stored to Mary and Martha the brother
who had left them.

All of the conditions from which the
human heart so shrinks He changed for
the mere asking. He did not have to be
begged and besought for weeks and
months. He changed the conditions.
How? Not by merely giving the suffer-
ing one a spirit of submission, which is
but another word for a state of absolute
benumbment and discouragement, but
by removing the cause of the sorrow
and restoring life, joy, power; by giving
back something to fill to fullness the
very gap that existed. “If ye then, being
evil, know how to give good gifts unto
your children, how much more shall
your Father who is in heaven give good
things to them that ask him?” “Every
good gift and every perfect gift is from
above, coming down from the Father of
lights, with whom can be no variation,
neither shadow that is cast by turning.”

The Christ, the Son of God, speaking
through Jesus of Nazareth (“The words
that I say unto you I speak not from my-
self: but the Father abiding in me doeth
his works”), in His prayer of thanks-
giving .to our Father said: “As thou,
Father, art in me, and I in thee, that
they also may be in us . . . I in them,
and thou in me, that they may be per-
fected into one.”

Marvelous way, is it not, in which the
creature is to be made perfect and
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known and loved and great: simply let-
ting God’s will be done in us and in our
circumstances and surroundings? Yet
heretofore one’s saying, “Thy will be
done,” has been associated in mind only
with death and suffering and failure,
and with a forced submission to these
un-Godlike conditions, as though God
were the author of them. “God is not a
God of confusion, but of peace.” Oh,
how in our ignorance we have mistaken
and misunderstood God, in consequence
of which we are today pygmies when He
wanted to make us giants in love and
health and power by manifesting more
of Himself through us! We would not
let Him, because we have been afraid to
say, “Have Thy way in me; manifest
Thyself through me as Thou wilt.”

If then it is God’s will to give us all
these good gifts, how is it that as good
and sincere Christians, really and truly
God’s children, we so often lack them all
and cry in vain for help? It is because
we have not known how to deal with the
things that are contrary to His will; and
how to take that which God has freely
given.

How are we to deal with the things
that we know are contrary to the Fa-
ther’s will as it was revealed by Jesus
Christ?

Take sickness, for instance. We are
to remember that Jesus repeatedly spoke
of it as not of God.
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Let us then recognize, as Jesus did,
that according to the will of God we
ought to be loosed from our infirmities.
Let us meet the issue fairly and square-
ly without a moment’s fear or hesitation,
acting in His name and by His authority.
Let us boldly say: “Sickness is not of
God, and I will not submit to it. God
is life. He is almighty, and His will
is to manifest life more abundant
through me. Christ does and shall reign
in this body. His will is done.” This is
the attitude of mind we must take.

How are we to deal with our Father’s
will? Exactly as with any other will.

What should we do if some friend left
a will giving something very desirable
to us? We should first make sure by
probate that it was his will; then we
should not leave a stone unturned in
having it executed. If we meet with some
opposition and delay we should push the
harder and with more determination to
obtain that which by right of inheri-
tance belonged to us.

Shall we not, ought we not, do the
same as regards the will of God our Fa-
ther? This will was made ages ago, giv-
ing to whosoever will “whatsoever ye
pray and ask for.” This latter clause in
the will and testament of God is the
only limitation He has placed on any
human being. “All things whatsoever ye
pray and ask for, believe that ye receive
them, and ye shall have them.” “If ye
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shall ask anything of the Father, he will
give it you in my name.”

“Prove me now herewith, saith Je-
hovah of hosts, if I will not open you
the windows of heaven, and pour you out
a blessing, that there shall not be room
enough to receive it.”

How are we to take these great gifts
of God?

God has already done His part in full.
In Judges 18:10 it is written: “God hath
given it into your hand, a place where
there is no want of anything that is in
the earth”; that is, of anything the
human heart desires. “Believe that ye
receive,” Jesus said, “and ye shall have.”
God has said, “The right of inheritance
is thine”; that is, whatsoever you desire
is yours by right of inheritance because
you are His children, and the children
are the natural and rightful heirs to all
that the Father has. Also “the right of
redemption is thine”; that is, in the re-
demption wrought out by Christ we
have become “heirs of God, and joint-
heirs with Christ.” “For ye are all sons
of God, through faith, in Christ Jesus.”
He has thus assured us that all things
are ours by right, and
“God is not a man, that he should lie,

Neither the son of man, that he should
repent:

Hath he said, and will he not do it?

Or hath he spoken, and will he not
make it good?” »
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Now it only remains for us to prove
the will by affirmation and trust; to
prove Him and see if He will not do all
that He has promised. The Holy Spirit
alone is the executor of God’s will, but
even this executor can do nothing for
us uhless we take the right attitude.

“Arise,” He says, “be not slothful to
go and to enter in to possess the land.”
Thus there is something definite for us
to do. In proving God there must be no
meek submission to the things coming
upon us that we know are contrary to
His will for us, as that will was revealed
by Jesus Christ. :

Did Jesus ever tell anyone that it was

" God’s will for him to suffer lack, or be

sick, or be a failure in any way? If any
such vision of God’s will is in your
mind, rise up instantly, and in the name
of Christ put it forever out of your
thought as unworthy of a loving Father,
and doubly unworthy of yourself, His
offspring. When any of these things
come upon you, arise at once and claim
your rightful inheritance. “I am thy
portion and thine inheritance,” saith the
Lord. Remember what God is, who says
to you, “I am . . . thine inheritance.” He
is life, wisdom, peace, joy, strength,
power. Remember that He has given it
into your hands, although to you it may
not yet be visible: a place where there is
no want of anything.

When God said to.Moses, “I AM,” it
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was as though He said: “I am this mo-
ment to you anything that you have
courage to claim Me for, but you must
prove Me. I am the supply of every lack
in your life, but you must take Me for
it, and then stand still and see the salva-
tion that I will work for you.”

To us in our spiritual impotence Jesus
says today, as He did to the infirm man
at the Pool of Bethesda, “Wouldst thou
be made whole?” that is, “Do you will it,
and not simply languidly desire it? Are
you determined to have that executed
which you are satisfied is God’s will for -
you? Well, then I will it too,” and it is
done.

Listen! “If thou wilt” brings no visible
answer to prayer. But a definite, posi-
tive will-not-be-put-off attitude, a de-
termined “I will have Thy will done in
this matter” is a force that always
brings results into manifestation.

Excerpted from the book
God, a Present Help.

UNITY SCHOOL OF CHRISTIANITY
Unity Village, Missouri 64065

PRINTED U.S.A. W-26-3M-3-81-WILL C




