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VIEW FROM 
UNITY VILLAGE

“Whitty!” is the title of Ernest C. Wilson’s contribution this 
month about pioneers of the Unity movement. Frank B. Whitney 
was an author, editor, and lecturer, but he is perhaps best 
remembered for founding Daily Word, Unity’s magazine of daily 
devotions. Reports have it that Whitney was a problem employee 
when he first arrived on the scene. It seemed that he couldn’t find 
his right place, and almost everything he concerned himself with 
turned sour. He was called before Charles Fillmore often and on 
occasion Mr. Fillmore was apparently ready to dismiss him. 
Myrtle Fillmore, however, saw something in Whitney that no one 
else had looked quite far enough to find. She envisioned a great 
responsibility for him with Unity and saved him his job several 
times.

In 1924 her vision became reality when Whitney started Daily 
Word. Probably no one guessed at the time what a monumental 
opportunity to serve mankind that the magazine would prove to 
be. From a few hundred subscribers in the 1920s, the magazine is 
now approaching a circulation of two million. We are sure you 
will want to read about this man of destiny, Frank B. Whitney.

Ministers with articles this month in our “View from the Field’’ 
series are Lillian M. Matthews of Buffalo and John Strickland of 
Jacksonville.

Martha Smock, editor of Daily Word, returns to the pages of 
UNITY Magazine after a long absence with her article, “By 
Divine Appointment.” Richard and Mary-Alice Jafolla will stir 
your consciousness with their offering of “Life Unlimited.” If 
you are a Charles Fillmore admirer, you will not want to miss this 
one. Do you really believe what he taught? Check yourself out 
after reading this exciting piece.

Frances W. Foulks’ series, “Building the Christ Conscious
ness,” ends with this issue.

In God’s love,



W h i t t y !
B Y  ERNEST  C. WILSON

WHITTY! THAT’S WHAT 
we all called Frank B. Whitney. 
It seemed to me an unlikely 
nickname for a man more than 
six feet tall, with a shock of 
gray-tinged hair whose reced
ing hairline emphasized a high 
forehead and gave him an im
pressively intellectual look.

He had come to work at 
Unity about the time of World 
War I. “Brilliant and restless,” 
James Dillet Freeman writes in 
The Story of Unity, “at first it 
did not seem that he would be 
able to find a place in Unity 
where he could use his tal
ents.” But Myrtle Fillmore, 
who had a special affection for

young people, encouraged him 
to stay and had faith that his 
good would appear. Charles 
Fillmore, too, recognized his 
special gifts, and with their 
support he founded Daily < 
Word Magazine. The first issue 
was dated May 1924. It rapidly 
became a favorite with Unity 
readers and is now sent to 
almost two million subscribers 
each month.

Do you ever have the feeling, 
on meeting someone for the 
first time, that you must have 
known them before? I had that 
feeling about Whitty, about 
May Rowland too. In the case 1 
of Whitty I felt that we had



perhaps shared more than one 
previous lifetime together, that 
we had been brothers or asso
ciated in a common cause, even 
to have been rivals in contem
porary occupations. Some of 
this was given partial endorse
ment by a remark of Charles 
Fillmore’s.

Whitty and I immediately 
hit it off when I came to work 
at the School. We shared simi
lar interests in music, books, 
and the theater. Whenever I 
think of Whitty, and to this 
day I often do, the word Egypt 
comes to mind. May Rowland 
was his wife at that time. 
When I mentioned this curious 
Egyptian association to her 
she smiled and admitted a simi
lar feeling with the comment, 
“ I think we three were related 
in a past life in Egypt.”

Test of Friendship

When I became editor-in- 
chief my friendship with 
Whitty was put to quite a test. 
Whitty was a very private per
son. Preparing Daily Word and 
books derived from his articles 
in the magazine was to him 
apparently like giving birth to 
a child. He didn’t want anyone 
to see or know about his 
writings until they were ready, 
in his opinion, for the printer. 
So when management decided 
that all editorial copy should 
pass through my hands before

going to the printing depart
ment, some problems devel
oped. A defensive attitude ap
peared which I thought could 
affect the publications ad
versely, and it threatened our 
close personal friendship and 
trust.

Whitty and I had lunch to
gether one day, and in return
ing to our respective offices 
had occasion to pass through 
the departm ent of Silent 
Unity. As we entered we were 
facing May Rowland’s glass- 
enclosed office at the opposite 
end of the long room. Mr. Fill
more was seated near her, the 
two of them engaged in ani
mated conversation. As we ap
proached, Mr. Fillmore looked 
up and saw us. Turning to 
May, he made some remark 
that caused both of them to 
break into laughter. Nothing 
was said to us as we passed by, 
but later May asked me if I had 
noted their laughter, and she 
told me what it was about. 
They had been discussing the 
varied backgrounds of the 
ninety-some Silent Unity 
workers. They came from 
many religious beliefs, in
cluding quite a number of 
Catholics, and May had com
mented on what good workers 
they were. Mr. Fillmore com
mented that this was true 
throughout the School. Look
ing up, he saw us approaching 
and remarked, ‘‘There come a



couple of old Catholic priests 
right now!”

Both Whitty and I had, on 
some occasion, commented on 
the appeal of the beauty of 
Catholic rituals. The intima
tion of possible rivalry in some 
past association was given 
some slight credence a bit 
later.

Another Challenge

There’s never a good time for 
constraint and inharmony 
among co-workers of course. 
But right when these seemed 
challenging I was facing 
another kind of challenge.

Plans were being made by 
the Field Department of the 
School for me to put on what 
amounted to a city-wide lecture 
campaign in Los Angeles, 
followed by a registered class 
of six lessons based on my 
book Master Class Lessons 
(still in print under the title 
The Great Physician). Unity 
had not theretofore attempted 
a field presentation on so large 
a scale. Shrine Auditorium, 
seating 6,500 persons had been 
engaged for a free lecture, and 
Trinity Auditorium seating 
about 2,500 had been obtained 
to accommodate the follow-up 
classes.

This was in addition to my 
other responsibilities, which in
cluded daily radio programs, a 
Sunday school class of more

than 100 teenagers, and presid
ing in the Sunday and Wednes
day services with Charles and 
Myrtle Fillmore. I didn’t know 
what way to turn, as people 
say.

But of course I did know 
which way to turn, and now 
was the time to do it.

I turned within.
Hadn’t I done this before? 

Didn’t I do it continually? Yes, 
of course I did. In most things 
I think God intends us to use 
the intelligence He gave us and 
that we have been strength
ened by actual experience. But 
this does not always seem 
enough and is not. This situa
tion required something more. 
It required a lot of love and 
guidance. So I prayed.

Whitty must have been do
ing some strong praying 
too—though neither of us ever 
referred to either our person
ality difficulties nor prayers 
about them—because the very 
next morning Whitty appeared 
at my office door. He was his 
old, or maybe new, smiling, ra
diant self.

‘‘Oh, Ernest! I ’ve thought of 
the cutest little trick (a char
acteristic expression of his)! I 
know you’re all involved in 
preparations for those great 
meetings you’re going to have 
in Los Angeles. How would 
you like for me to fly on out 
there as a sort of John the Bap
tist and help organize things?



Then, if you like, I ’ll be happy 
to act as chairman at Shrine, 
introduce you and so on.”

I was overwhelmed. “Would 
you really do that? Nothing 
could please me so much. Oh, 
Whitty, th a t’s great, just 
great!”

For Whitty to take part in 
any service or class was almost 
unheard of. Only a direct re
quest from “Papa Charley,” as 
W hitty and most of the 
workers called Mr. Fillmore, 
would overcome his reticence 
regarding public appearances.

A Great Success

With the help of many staff 
members, crowned by W hitty’s 
chairmanship, the meeting at 
Shrine proved to be a great suc
cess. When it was over, I 
rushed up to Whitty to thank 
him for his support. He ap
peared distraught, emotional.

“Oh, Whitty, did I do some
thing wrong, leave out some
thing, say the wrong thing?” 

“Oh, no, Ernest. Nothing 
like that. But sitting there, 
viewing tha t vast crowd, 
observing what close attention 
they gave you, I was so moved 
I could hardly keep the tears 
out of my eyes.”

From then on there was no 
more constraint, no more mis
understanding.

In retrospect it seems pretty 
obvious that the enthusiastic

response to that Los Angeles 
engagement influenced the di
rection of my energies when, 
many months later, I had the 
feeling that I should “try my 
wings” and see how much of 
what we call Truth I could 
make practical in a new field. 
Many of the thousands of stu
dents who heard my lecture 
urged me to establish a minis
try in Los Angeles.

Another element—or person
ality-len t support to the ven
ture. I was on one of my fre
quent field trips, speaking at 
numerous Unity ministries in 
the midwest when I received a 
telegram from Irwin Gregg, at 
that time minister of the 
Detroit Unity Association, 
noting that I had a Sunday free 
in the midst of my tour. Would 
I come to Detroit and speak on 
that morning and evening? I 
agreed, and thereby met a man 
destined to become my asso
ciate in a relationship that 
lasted more than twenty years. 
Did “Spirit have a plan”? It 
seems almost too providential 
to be chance. Never before or 
since have I had an unsched
uled Sunday on a lecture trip— 
or any other time except on a 
vacation.

I had known Irwin Gregg. 
He had come to Headquarters 
to work in Silent Unity the 
very same week that I came to 
assume editorship of Youth 
Magazine. At a social gather-



ing at the home of Margaret 
Norwood, also a Silent Unity 
worker, and her older sister 
Donna Norwood Smith, they 
had chatted about a friend of 
Irwin’s, a singer they called 
Pat Kelly who, like Irwin, had 
come from Columbus, Ohio, 
where they had been friends 
and both worked for a big 
department store. Margaret 
and Donna had often spoken of 
their friend Pat, whose real 
name was Clyde. “You and he 
should know each other. You'd 
get along great.’’

A Message in Song

In the Detroit meetings I 
was greatly impressed by the 
soloist, Clyde Franklin Kelly. 
“You don’t just sing a solo. 
You give a message. You are a 
minister of music, I’d say," 
was my comment to him.

After the meeting we went to 
the Greggs’ apartment, where 
his beautiful wife, who had 
been a photographer’s model, 
served refreshments. Clyde 
came in later and sat down at 
the piano and sang several 
songs to his own accompani
ment. When I reluctantly sug
gested getting back to the 
hotel, as I had an early morn
ing train schedule, it was Clyde 
who insisted on taking me 
there.

When we arrived he asked if 
he could talk with me a few

minutes. He enjoyed singing, 
especially classical and reli
gious songs and ballads. He . 
liked working with Irwin, but 
they could not pay him enough 
to live on, and he had to sing in 
a nightclub to support himself.

“You can’t know how much 
meeting you means to me,’’ he . 
told me. “You’re my ideal 
minister. I ’ve read everything 
you’ve written that I could get 
my hands on. If there’s ever a 
chance to work with you, let me 
know. I’ll leave anything I’m 
doing for that opportunity.’’

I had to tell him that I didn’t 
think I could offer him much 
hope of working with me. “We 
have a soloist at Unity Society 
who’s been there for years.’’

But again, is this chance or 
long-range synchronicity? For, 
something like a year later, I 
decided to make a change, and 
I thought of Clyde Kelly, and 
he joined me in the California 
ministry, dropping the Clyde, 
which he didn’t like, and sub
stituting his middle name, 
Franklin.

Whitty was, of course, one of 
the first ones with whom I ven
tured to share a confidence 
about th is  contem plated  
change.

Hill House

When it got to the point of 
actually starting a work in Los 
Angeles, there was the ques-



tion of where in that urban 
sprawl I might live. A young 

. man in Silent Unity who had 
lived in Los Angeles told me 
about a house up in the Holly
wood Hills that had recently 
been vacated by some friends 
of his. It was called Hill House. 

I It had a two-story living room, 
with a picture window that 
overlooked Los Angeles, and a 
balcony sleeping area that 
gave a glimpse of the Hills. He 
thought it would be ideal. I did 

t lease it and it was ideal in 
many ways. Whitty was espe
cially intrigued by the descrip
tion of the vaulted living room 
and declared that sometime 
soon he would surely come to 

. visit me. I assured him of a cor
dial welcome.

Sometime in the months that 
followed I learned that in step
ping off a curb Whitty had 
fractured his pelvis. The injury 
revealed a malignant condition 
that required hospitalization. 
A lecture engagement took me 
to Kansas City. I contacted 
May. “Don’t you want to go to 
see Whitty?” she asked.

“Of course, if he can see any
one.”

“He can see you and would 
want to.”

The supine figure I found in 
bed was like a shadow of the 
vigorous man I remembered so 
well. After a few euphemistic 
preliminaries Whitty said, “ I 
know what this means, and I ’m

not disturbed by it, but now I ’ll 
never get to visit you and Hill 
House as I planned.”

“Oh, Whitty, I think you 
will; and if I hear a step on the 
stair and a familiar voice, I ’ll 
know who it is.”

“Ernest, do you really think 
I could do that?”

“Oh, yes, I do, for you’re a 
very remarkable fellow!”

Soon after that I returned to 
Los Angeles, in time to speak 
at our midweek meeting. 
Franklin played and sang for it 
as usual, but afterward sur
prised me by asking, “Did any
thing happen to you while you 
were speaking tonight?”

“No. What should happen?” 
“ I don’t know, but to my 

sight you disappeared and 
Whitty was standing in your 
place.”

“ Your im agination was 
working overtime,” I scoffed.

When I got home to Hill 
House I found a telegram on 
my dresser. It read, “Whitty 
passed on last night. May.” 

Whitty was indeed a very re
markable fellow.

Every event in life will 
become an obstacle if  we take it 
in the wrong way; but it will 
become an opportunity if we 
take it in the right way.— 
SELECTED



^Legqcy o f ‘'M iracles
B Y  PAMELA YEARSLEY

»
THE DAY BEGAN MUCH as 
any other. Mother came into 
the bedroom to awaken my 
sister and me. Her voice, 
though always gentle, had a 
strange tone today. I felt in
stinctively that she had grave 
news.

“Girls,” she said softly, as 
we shook the sleep from our 
heads, “Grandpa died last 
night.” And then she was 
silent.

I do not know what my sister 
did then, for I immediately 
withdrew into a secret world of 
remembering. Ah! Relief. 
Grandpa was not dead. There 
he was, working, as he often 
did on cold winter days, on one 
of his projects in the basement. 
He was standing near the huge 
power saw, his body swaying 
back and forth as he rubbed a 
gleaming finish on the dark 
wood.

The finished product would 
never be admired by presidents 
or kings, but that wasn’t im
portant. What was important 
were the patience and love he 
hammered and rubbed into 
each piece he made.

Then instantly, we were out
side on a warm summer day 
trimming the rose bush, bees 
buzzing inches away from his 
shirt-sleeved arms. My! How 
brave he was. But the bees, 
rather than being agitated by 
his presence, seemed to be 
lulled by his quiet speech and 
slow movements.

The roses would not be prize
winners, but that was not im
portant. The importance was in 
the sweet fragrance and 
myriad colors climbing on the 
fence. The importance was the 
joy received by those fortunate 
enough to walk or to drive by, 
and the joy Grandpa received 
by aiding nature in the flowers’ 
unfoldment.

Again the scene changed. 
Grandpa and I were sitting 
quietly, contemplating yet 
another game of scrabble. 
Grandpa sat in a large recliner 
which seemed almost to swal
low his minute figure, and I 
knelt on the floor so I could 
reach the low table. He knew so 
many wonderful words! It 
never occurred to me and he 
never in any way intimated





that he was going easy on me.
I do not recall who won the 

scrabble games. It isn’t impor
tant. What is important is that 
as he kindly guided my falter
ing spelling, he instilled in a 
young child a love and rever
ence for words and a joy in the 
use of colorful language that 
she would carry with her 
always.

These memories must have 
taken but a brief moment, for 
before I realized it, I was back 
in the bedroom, becoming in
creasingly aware of the tragedy 
that had struck.

The whole family was sad. 
Mama and Grandma cried a 
lot. So did I. I cried every time 
I thought about not seeing him 
anymore, not knowing him 
anymore. I cried at the appar
ent futility of life—to be given 
it for a short time only to lose it 
again.

I couldn’t understand why 
the world went on as before; 
why everyone wasn’t crying 
and sad. Did they not realize 
what had happened? All life 
should have ceased, for a while 
at least, I felt.

But it didn’t. People con
tinued to go shopping, to ride 
in cars past Grandpa’s roses, 
to laugh and to sing. The terri
ble sadness that had domi
nated my life for what seemed 
forever, was not, I discovered, 
the state of the world.

My life went on too. From

Pamela Yearsley

Somewhere came the healing 
balm of time, and my life joined 
those others in the laughter 
and song. And through the 
grace of that same “Some
where” came the miracles—the 
miracles of Grandpa’s legacy.

Through the miracles of 
memory and imagination I can 
recreate the beloved moments I 
spent with him. I can look at 
roses—any roses—and hear 
once again the buzzing bees 
and his gentle voice. I can 
know him anew, in new times 
and new visits with his loving, 
kind qualities—those qualities 
that Grandpa’s life exemplified 
and which he so effortlessly 
and humbly taught me—by 
recognizing them in others and 
by emulating them myself.

Grandpa is very much alive. 
All the more so because my 
memory of him is through the 
eyes of a child whose heart was 
light and whose mind regis
tered only the important 
things. ®



THE SUBJECT IS GOD. Be
lieve it or not, He is somewhat 
neglected in religious circles.

Among the delightful stories 
that I remember of the Fill- 
mores in the early days, there 
is one about Myrtle Fillmore 
finding a waif one day—a little 
boy—and she brought him into 
the house to give him a bath. 
All during that time she talked 
to him about God. Suddenly 
the door opened and there 
stood Charles Fillmore. The 
boy’s eyes opened wide and he 
said, “ Is that God?”

Most of us were taught that 
God is a man. In the beginning 
God created us in His image 
and likeness and we have sort 
of been returning the compli
ment ever since. God is a good 
deal more than anything we 
have ever conceived about Him 
and we must never limit Him 
to the finiteness of what we 
now understand. God is far 
more than a big man in the sky. 
It was Charles Fillmore who 
said: “The starting place of 
spiritual attainment is the 
right understanding of that 
One that we designate as the 
‘Almighty.’ ”

How do you think about 
God? The God that most of us 
have been taught about as a 
“person,” an old man in the 
sky, pretty well started in the 
Orient where most religions 
came from. The Eastern, Orien
tal-thinking people designed
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B Y  W ILLIAM  EARLE  
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our early concepts of God 
around the old Oriental poten
tate, a king with a white beard 
who sat on a throne and had to 
be approached with caution, 
bowed down to, flattered, and 
who could either grant favors 
or punish people severely. 
Most concepts have evolved 
from that. The concept of God 
has grown all through human 
history, and I have discovered 
that the historical develop
ment in the Bible is a journal of 
the evolution of the God idea.

Probably the best way to 
start our thinking about God is 
to remember that He is the 
Creator. It has been said that, 
“The possibilities of life origi
nating by accident are compa
rable to the probability of the 
unabridged dictionary origi-



nating from an explosion in a 
printing shop.’’ You cannot 
look at this universe without 
seeing some evidence of order 
and intelligence at work and 
know that it started some
where, somehow. The belief 
that God is the Creator of 
everything is a good start for 
the right understanding of 
Him in His “Almightiness.”

The Absence of God

How do you think about 
God? I didn’t know it until I 
got into Unity, but I had been 
taught to practice the absence 
of God. To me, He was aloof 
and distant. I suddenly real
ized how little the religion of 
my youth had prepared me to 
think inspiring thoughts about 
God. I had a good religious 
background; but (at least by 
subtle implication) God was 
somehow apart and far-off and 
seemed prone to punish me for 
so many things. In most cases 
I preferred to think about my 
problems rather than the grim 
things I had been taught about 
God.

So I set out to learn every
thing inspiring I could about 
God and discovered that God 
is revealed to us on the level 
that we understand Him. If we 
think of Him as a punishing, 
grim, vindictive God, that's 
how life comes back to us. I 
decided, therefore, that I was

going to elevate my vision and 
have the best God that anyone 
could ever have! One of my 
chief aims in Unity all these 
years has been to try to up
grade my concept of the one 
good God.

Atheists say that we cannot 
prove God, but I don’t really 
believe there are any atheists. 
Everyone believes in some
thing higher than themselves.
I believe that so-called atheists 
are people who have not 
accepted the concept of God 
that has been taught them. 
God might be hard to prove 
scientifically, but the evidence 
of God is everywhere.

James Dillet Freeman wrote 
a pamphlet called, The Evolu
tion of the God Idea, and I 
would like to summarize his 
ideas. The first relationship we 
usually have to God is as a 
force—a power greater than 
ourself and outside ourself that 
affects us. To our ancestors it 
might have been a terrifying 
storm they somehow had to 
placate, which they tried to 
accomplish through supersti
tion and magic. Superstition 
and magic have come down to 
us through history and are still 
very much a part of what we 
think, even in our religion. God 
is force, but that concept is not 
enough. We then began to 
think of God as a force acting 
like a person. That evolved un
til the early Hebrews had a



very definite relationship to 
God as a person in Jesus 
Christ. God has personal 
aspects, but this concept is still 
not enough. Then the God who 
is a force and who acts like a 
person became a God who be
haves as a law. What a wonder
ful breakthrough it was to dis
cover that there are order and 
a dependable system behind 
things. Our concept of law has 
given us a great insight into 
the workings of the universe 
and it has brought us to where 
we are scientifically.

Law Not Enough

Yet, as much as law has 
helped (and we haven’t even 
begun to scratch the surface of 
mental law), Jesus made it 
clear: law is not enough either. 
Eventually, according to the 
teachings of Jesus, we will 
learn to relate to God as love. 
This is the highest concept of 
God we can have. God is love.

We in Unity believe that to 
help get our thoughts straight 
about God perhaps we should 
withdraw from all the doc
trines we have been taught, get 
above them, and think of God 
in terms of His nature. For ex
ample: It takes, above all doc
trine, to think about God as 
life. God is life. The infinite life 
of this universe that can be 
seen manifested everywhere is 
God. The life you share at this

instant is God-life. It is a 
marvelous quality. It can heal 
and restore and make all things 
new. A very good and helpful 
feeling to have about God is 
that He is life, your healing, 
restoring life. This is thinking 
of God in terms of His nature.

This brings up the idea of 
God’s omnipresence. How can 
God be everywhere present if 
He is somehow a person? When 
you begin to think in terms of 
His nature it is easier to under
stand. We’ve talked about God 
as life. Life is a quality that can 
be thought of as omnipresent. 
When you think that the life 
you share at this instant is 
God-life, that it can heal and 
restore and make all things 
new, then you can relate to the 
omnipresence of God in terms 
of His nature as it affects your 
life.

There are many attributes of 
God. They reveal themselves 
and can be studied. More than 
that, they can be employed in 
our own lives. Another exam
ple is that God is Principle. A 
principle is the potential of 
something. God’s Spirit is the 
potential of everything. Princi
ples have tendencies to work 
themselves out in particular 
ways, which constitutes a law. 
There is nowhere that God’s 
principles and God’s laws are 
not ready to go to work when 
we know how to work with 
them. (This is also a part of His



omnipresence.)
When we learn to stand by 

principles and work with the 
laws of God, we discover the 
Way, the Truth, and the life 
that Jesus Christ revealed, 
which is the unfoldment of our 
own potential attributes, our 
own principle.

Laws Work with Us

God is also substance, the 
essence from which all things 
come forth. (Einstein called it 
E=MC2—one radiant energy 
from which all things were 
made according to the vibra
tional rate. Perhaps that vibra
tional rate is like the activity 
religious people call the Holy 
Spirit.) We begin to see that 
there are all kinds of wonderful 
supradoctrinal ways that we 
can relate to God and not get 
confused. This whole universe 
is full of the one good God and 
we live and move and have our 
being in nothing but God, 
nothing but good, nothing but 
life, love, and the principles 
and laws that can work with us 
in the most benevolent way we 
can conceive.

God is also the supreme 
intelligence of the universe. It 
is impossible to look at the 
organization of the universe 
and think that there could be 
more than one intelligence at 
work. There is one universal 
intelligence; therefore, one

universal Mind. God is the 
great mind of the universe. 
This is another wonderful way 
to relate to Him and learn to 
understand how we are to 
operate in our life because the 
same creative process that is 
eternally a t work in this 
universe may also be employed 
in our mind.

God is the great mind of the 
universe, but God is also the 
great loving heart of all things. 
Jesus taught us that, above all, 
God is love. And it was for love 
that He created us. He loves 
each of us as though we were 
His only child—another won
derful way to relate to God. 
There are many ways we can 
learn to relate to God accord
ing to His nature, such as life, 
love, and intelligence, and they 
are all very useful—but it is in 
Jesus’ belief in a personal, 
loving Father that we can best 
know God.

What is God like? Per
sonally? He is like Jesus. Jesus 
lived out a life of perfect good
ness. A life that was, therefore, 
one with the Father. He re
vealed that God is love and 
God is good. The quality and 
character of Jesus’ life dis
closed that God is the all-good
ness of the universe.

The simple but incredible 
truth that Unity teaches is 
that the same omnipresent, 
omniscient, omnipotent God 
th a t created  and reigns



supreme over this entire uni
verse, filling every void of 
space with His substance and 
unifying everything visible and 
invisible in His Spirit, is the 
same personal God that im
planted His nature in you—a 
spiritual Father who is con
stantly with you and gives 
Himself to you as a very pres
ent help in every need. Unity 
affirms that this same God, 
who dispatches the affairs of 
this universe with the twin
kling of an eye, has all the time 
in the world for you, and that 
anything and everything that 
concerns you, concerns God.

The God of Love

We need to learn to relate to 
God as this kind of presence, 
an indwelling God who rejoices 
in every joy and triumph we 
make. He also longs to sustain 
and help us in every way we 
need it, in our failures, our sor
rows, and in our disappoint
ments. A major emphasis in 
Unity is that the majestic God 
of all creation loves us infi
nitely and wants us to love 
Him back.

If God is a good and loving 
Creator, why is there some
thing we call evil in this world? 
To know the answer, we have 
to consider the kind of world 
that God created—a world in 
which there is freedom to grow. 
In order to be truly the image

and likeness of God, we must 
have the freedom to choose; 
which includes both the free
dom and the responsibility to 
make the right choices.

We are His image and like
ness, and we have liberty with
in the law. In learning and 
growing we often think we are 
being punished by God, but we 
are only punished by our mis
takes, not for them. It is a 
perfect system and God has 
given us the means and every 
provision to not only correct 
every mistake we have ever 
made, but the potential to out
grow our mistakes and trans; 
form them into triumphs that 
take us higher and higher.

It is axiomatic that God as 
Universal Spirit (which means 
without the limitation of physi
cal dimensions), can only ex
press Himself in the particular 
by individualizing Himself on 
this plane. We are His children, 
His expressers. To be a child of 
God means to be able to be
come everything the Father is. 
It means that everything we 
can relate to in God is some
thing that is potential in us as 
His children. God has many 
attributes and aspects. We 
each encounter God in thou
sands and thousands of ways 
every day and often do not 
even know it. There are many 
ways that we are affected by 
His presence and are not aware 
of it. At every corner of life we



encounter God over and over 
again, but to really be “alive” 
to His presence, we have to 
practice it.

Practice! Practice!

I heard about a man in New 
York City who wanted to go to 
Carnegie Hall. So he asked 
someone on the street: “How 
do I get to Carnegie Hall?” and 
the reply was, “Practice! Prac
tice!” That is what we have to 
do with the presence of God. In 
the dawning of my discovery of 
Unity, I came across The 
Golden Key by Emmet Fox. It 
is based on the principle of 
practicing the presence of God. 
The idea is very simple: We 
spend most of our time think
ing about what is wrong in life. 
The principle of The Golden 
Key is that instead of thinking 
about our troubles, we should 
think about the goodness of 
God. It is a powerful principle.

We tend to think anything 
which is negative or grim to us 
can have no connection with 
God. There is an illustration of 
a battlefield in which some
body who believed in God tried 
to convince somebody else of 
His presence. The unconvinced 
person experiencing the noise 
and terror of battle asked: 
“Where is God now?” Just 
then a stretcher-bearer ran out 
to rescue a wounded soldier. 
The believer said, “There He

goes now.”
Where does God live for you? 

If you are not used to prac
ticing the presence of God, you 
may think of Him up in the 
sky, somewhere away from 
you. But God lives wherever 
you invite Him into your life. 
He lives whenever you let Him 
into your consciousness. If 
your mind is closed, you will 
find Him nowhere. Open your 
mind and practice the presence 
of God and you will discover 
that He is truly everywhere. 
The ideal support for your life 
is the sense of the presence of 
God at all times.

The best way to know the 
one good God is to love the 
things that are in your life now 
and to recognize His presence 
right where you are. Even in 
what we call evil or the nega
tive, there isn’t any place or 
any situation where God is 
not—or that the goodness of 
God cannot be called forth by 
those who practice the pres
ence of God.

Unity’s faith is that God is a 
personal, all-wise, loving 
Father. Unity affirms that He 
has a great plan and a great 
destiny for each of us. Unity 
believes in the one good God, 
and it believes that when we 
ally ourself with it  the 
goodness of God is the most 
powerful force in the universe. 
Unity, more than anything 
else, invites you to practice the



presence of God so that you 
will be able to find the plan 
God has for you and follow it. 
When you begin to do this, you 
will always know everything 
you need to know about God at

any time.
Remember, we can never be 

separated from the presence, 
the power, the love, and the 
goodness of God—except in 
our own thoughts. O

By John D. Engle, Jr.

It always is the seer 
and never what is seen.
Though objects find 
reflection in the eyes, 
the mind alone
knows where the thought has been; 
and only the intuitive 
are wise.

It always is the hearer 
and never what is heard.
Though all vibrations 
activate the ear, 
sound is an illusion; 
and it never is the bird,



Facing the Future
B Y  GLENN CLAIRMONTE

ALL WE DO not know and all that we have no way 
of knowing today constitute the veil that conceals 
the fireworks of the future. Let us peer behind that 
veil and see what we shall see.

Remember Mark Twain's tale about the man who 
was delighted to discover that he had been speaking 
prose all his life? Well, you and I may as well do a bit 
of self-congratulating right now. for both of us have 
been receiving a promotion every day. Here is how it 
works: evolution works in us as well as in all the rest 
of the world. So here's to us!

Recently it has become fashionable to admit that 
there is more to living than we have previously been 
able to prove by any tables of measurement. Many a 
casual conversation these days touches upon the 
subjects of premonition, or faith healing, or inti
mations of life after death, the three dimensions 
that used to be ignored in public though whispered 
about in private. The only persons I have met who 
think they have never had a smidgen of such 
wisdom are so eager to be called intelligent that 
they claim to be skeptical about anything modern in 
themselves, for they insist on remaining what they 
think all human beings have been throughout 
history. They probably would expect any psychic 
impression that might strike them to be like a slash 
of a storm’s lightning, whereas it would merely 
merge with all other natural events, as smoothly as 
ordinary things do.

One biologist, in apology for his rejection of 
speculation, said to me, “ It wouldn't do a worm any 
good to try to read a book. Each creature must con-



duct himself within his own 
condition, and that’s why I 
never tamper with anything 
out of my range.”

Yet human beings have con
stantly been extending their 
range, and a researcher fre
quently uncovers new factors. 
Besides, suppose there is really 
only what Coleridge called ‘‘the 
passion and the life whose 
fountains are within”? To re
lease such fountains it is worth 
perforating the shell with a 
glance of credulity.

We Have Assurance

In the past the popular con
spiracy to shun the unknown 
has been a form of defensive 
coloration, self-protection 
against gullibility. Fortu
nately, in view of the present- 
day intelligence among the ma
jority of people, we are no 
longer compelled to resort to 
that subterfuge. Now a path 
into the uncultivated region 
has been trodden by enough 
others to give us assurance. We 
don’t have to be afraid of ad
mitting it whenever we “have a 
hunch” or “know in advance.” 
One respectable churchman of 
my acquaintance even allows 
himself the luxury of picking 
up the phone and saying, 
“ Hello, Alice,” or “ Hello, 
Jim,” without waiting to hear 
the voice.

You may have noticed that

when we have once chanced to 
produce a quick-witted remark 
from a usually sleepy brain, we 
invite it to occur again. Just as 
it is possible for a third-grader 
to learn the “time tables” by 
practice, it is quite usual for 
the rest of us to train the fac
ulty of intuition or to sharpen 
the other layers of learning.

Harmon Bro is not exces
sively original when he tells us, 
“ If you want advice about 
what to do next, reduce your 
question to its simplest form. 
Then listen for the answer. It 
will come at exactly the right 
time, whether in dream or 
while awake. Tell yourself, ‘I 
will remember my dream when 
I waken,’ and you will. Or tell 
yourself, ‘Something will hap
pen to make my path clear,’ 
and it will. In this way you can 
develop your own psychic 
talent.”

Edgar Cayce had already de
clared, “You can never ask for 
an answer that does not 
already lie deeply within you,” 
and this can be proved: in your 
mind there is always a suspi
cion of what you hope to hear— 
and that is what you do hear.

It is our nature, once we have 
taken a step beyond what is ex
pected of us, to seek a way to 
go beyond even that. No won
der there is a strong (but fur
tive) support for the ubiquitous 
mediums who agree to sell you 
a good fortune. It seems that



all strata of humanity manage 
to afford the luxury of those in
numerable fees.

One young girl confessed to a 
self-styled seer that she had 
only eighty dollars, and he 
promised that she would surely 
secure a job before the end of 
the week if she should show the 
courage to relinquish that 
eighty dollars to him. She com
plied, and she did get a job 
before the end of the week—not 
one she wanted but one she had 
to take because of her poverty.

The Example of Wilson

Many famous leaders have 
gone on record as having made 
a practice of consulting occult
ists. Because they doubted 
their own insight, they did not 
suspect that it was their own 
convictions they were trying to 
enforce. Frequently also they 
were governed by immediate 
circumstances without being 
able to consider a complete 
event. One example is that of 
President Woodrow Wilson 
during the close of World War 
I.

While sailing to Europe 
where he meant to conclude a 
treaty along with the other 
leaders of the Allies against 
Germany, he was aboard the 
captured German liner the 
George Washington which had 
been made into a troopship. It 
was December of 1918, and the

President prevailed upon Cap
tain Edwin T. Pollock to delay 
entrance into the Brest Harbor 
until the 13th of that month be
cause that date had been fore
told as propitious for the 
making of an international 
treaty. On the stipulated date 
the ship entered the harbor 
escorted by the U.S.S. Pennsyl
vania and nine battleships and 
several divisions of destroyers. 
This was indeed an historical 
entrance into France.

The President was thereupon 
afforded great honors. And on 
his second trip to Europe 
aboard the same vessel, in 
March of 1919, once again Cap
tain Pollock contrived to enter 
the Brest Harbor on the 13th. 
Again Wilson was accorded 
great honors, even witnessing 
the changing of Paris’ best 
thoroughfare name to “Presi
dent Wilson Boulevard." All of 
that was success, surely.

And yet that did not signify 
the treaty's ratification by the 
United States Senate, for the 
Republican opponents to the 
Democratic president had a 
destiny of their own. Wilson’s 
confident faith in his own for
tune led to his death by what 
has been generally deemed a 
broken heart, for the Senate re
jected the League of Nations 
and thus shamed him as a 
leader.

It is true that those who see 
virtue in such invited prophecy



also admit that there’s many a 
slip, for only the conclusion of a 
forecast can prove it. Ouspen- 
sky says, “ It will be such or 
another future according to the 
direction of events at a given 
m om ent” —and he empha
sizes—“unless there enters a 
new fact. ” Therefore, if a culmi
nation doesn’t match a sooth
sayer’s prediction, it may be 
because a new fact has in
tervened, or else his conception 
may have been obscure.

The “ Ray of Light”

Once a genuine psychic told 
me that he “saw’’ me leaving 
town by train while carrying 
only a suitcase. Consequently 
he insisted that I would find it 
important to dispose of my dog 
and my books and my rugs and 
antiques and personal trea
sures—“for otherwise you will 
thwart your destiny.” I re
spected him, but I did not ac
cept this interpretation of his 
foresight. Instead, I arranged 
to have my possessions sent to 
me after I should have estab
lished a new home. When I was 
boarding the train for depar
ture, carrying only a suitcase, I 
found myself within the “ray of 
light” that he must have 
noticed clairvoyantly. There
fore I gave him credit for his 
perspective, realizing that he 
had merely misread its implica
tion.

You can see that it is possi
ble to be objective without 
baldly renouncing a faculty 
that is difficult to define and in 
danger of being inaccurate.

Nevertheless, whether we 
know it or not, we are on the 
way to higher places, and we 
yearn (if secretly) to know what 
is awaiting us. Why are we so 
curious? Perhaps it is because 
we crave the comfort of hope or 
need instruction on how to plan 
wisely. Moreover, perhaps the 
future is magnetizing us, and 
at times it does even reflect 
upon us before it appears.

Although we talk glibly 
about evolution, not many of 
us have realized that we our
selves are within that system. 
Hourly we develop through ef
fort or through unexpected 
revelation, showing a keener 
and keener desire to prepare for 
what may come. That cannot 
be explained by our own initia
tive. Surely there is something 
working in us that is not of our 
choice alone.

At long last today’s scholars 
are bringing this fact before 
the public. In her keynote ad
dress before the Monterey 
meeting of the Association of 
Transpersonal Psychology, 
B arbara  M arx H ubbard, 
founder of The Committee for 
the Future, spoke of “an evolu
tionary spiral in transition 
from matter through a single 
cell to higher life forms, with



humankind perhaps now on the 
brink of another jump.” Thus 
we find that the news of our 
continued growth is already en
croaching upon the academic 
camp; although, as you see, 
there is suspicion that there 
may be spurts instead of the 
universal procedure that has 
already revealed itself.

We study consciously—pur
posefully. We noticeably try to 
increase our specific knowledge 
or raise the pitch of a particular 
skill. Then why do we avoid 
thanking the process of evolu
tion that operates within us? It 
is precisely when we do attain 
status in some profession that 
we are likely to take personal 
credit, disowning the compul
sion th a t has heretofore 
brought us through many 
stages and has finally placed 
us in touch with new abilities. 
How strange it is that we 
ignore the obvious cause for 
each new rise in our slow and 
sure development! Even when 
we think of it, we are likely to 
be puzzled. “How did this hap
pen? Did some mysterious 
vibration suddenly start?”

Answer to Prayer

Some of us do not hesitate to 
say, “ It is in answer to 
prayer.” Of course it is, though 
through reasonable events that 
have been moving all along. 
Someone else may exclaim,

“God has done this," evidently 
unaware that everything has 
been done by the everlasting 
force. That simple word God 
may excuse us from further in
vestigation—it is oh-so-devas- 
tatingly final, although it re
veals nothing in itself.

Or we may resort to the 
explanation th a t spiritual 
energy m ust have been 
abruptly set in motion, seldom 
guessing that it has always 
been providing the same 
steady pressure all through the 
ages, normally asserting its 
regular rate of expression. 
Merely it has been left unex
plained in our own cloudy 
minds. Perhaps its very de
pendability, its uniform beat, 
is what has deceived us into 
failure to name its glory.

One of the evidences easiest 
to recognize is the manner in 
which imagery occurs to the 
mind in amazing promise of 
specific need. In its form of 
concentration it can establish 
whatever is the object of the 
moment. A vision subject to 
self-demand invests reality ac
cording to its pattern, and it 
can also lead to a possibly 
higher level. Those who have 
been urging us to “hold the 
right thought” have had an in
kling of the facts.

This kind of mental activity 
can be focused on a loved one 
or other client who may be in 
lack or in illness. When used



with unselfish devotion, the 
strength within you can be 
communicated to the chosen 
target, not only from one per
son to another in a restricted 
area but even over astronomi
cal distances, as the astronaut 
Edgar Mitchell learned to his 
astonishment during his trip to 
the moon. It engenders the 
necessary force to stir bene
ficial results, and the mind at 
such work becomes enhanced 
by its own extra dimension.

When certain individuals ob
serve this “scientific” action, 
they often hesitate to acknowl
edge that it belongs not only to 
the past but also to the present 
and to the future. Lapse of time 
may be as ineffective as lapse 
of space. It is the continual im
provement of all that has 
always existed, and that is the 
reason for the progress con
stantly available to us.

Whatever we have done to
day, there is no reason we 
ought not to do better tomor
row, if we allow the body and 
the brain to accord with our in
finite possibilities. Every effort 
prepares us for better accom
plishments, as well as for 
deeper insight, and therefore 
we can rightly expect to grow. 
Every pattern can perfect 
itself. Every encounter can 
shine more brightly for the fact 
that it comes after a lesser 
degree of excellence. Both the 
mind and the flexible muscles

train for betterment, and the 
whole personality expands. In
creasingly we partake of the in
visible psychic facility that is 
uncovering more and more of 
what has always existed.

We Shall See
Our gradual prom otion 

enters our experience even 
when we do not notice it, even 
when we see no warning that it 
is about to take place. Hardly 
do we see a sign of it even when 
it has already happened. Only 
open our eyes, and we shall see. 
We don’t need to depend upon 
the  hidden resources of 
strangers who hang a sign in 
the window. Within our own 
skins the secret foments. We 
shall know for ourselves. We 
shall dare to try for the higher 
rung of the ladder. The right to 
become better resides within 
us, enlarging as we prepare to 
use it.

How else could we absorb re
newed creativity in solving 
problems, while each situation 
becomes more complicated? 
How else could we achieve the 
mental reaction that prepares 
us for every change? How else 
could we become tuned to new 
situations and to one another 
and feel encouraged to correct 
any rising dilemma?

We are enmeshed in this 
drive, and it propels us for
ward. We are traveling toward 
the radiant future that rightly 
fascinates us. 0



By Divine Appointment
B Y  MARTHA SMOCK

A  FRIEND SAID that she 
once went through a time of 
questioning and depression. 
On the surface, she seemed to 
have everything—a good hus
band, a lovely home, children 
who were grown and living 
their lives happily. But every 
day at about 4 p.m. a feeling of 
loneliness and depression 
seemed to sweep over her. She 
would ask herself, “Why am I 
here? What is my purpose in 
living?"

There comes a time in the 
lives of most of us when some
thing in us is not satisfied with 
material things alone, when the 
goals we have sought, striven 
for, and sometimes achieved, 
no longer seem so important. 
We may ask ourself, “Why am 
I here? What is my purpose in 
living?”

It is really a good sign when 
we come to such a place, when 
we have such feelings, for it is 
an indication that we are grow
ing and that we are ready for 
greater spiritual understand
ing, for a clearer realization of 
the Truth of our being.

Have you ever thought of 
yourself as being here by 
divine appointment?

When we think of the word

appointment, there are two 
meanings. One: an appoint
ment or engagement or speci
fied meeting with someone or 
something. The other: being 
appointed, having some office 
or degree or responsibility ap
pointed to you, conferred upon 
you.

We are here, each one of us, 
by divine appointment. Just 
why or how we were brought 
into the world at a certain 
hour, on a certain date, to cer
tain parents is a mystery we do 
not yet understand. But I 
believe it is not by chance that 
we keep a divine appointment 
with life, with the environment 
we come into, with the people 
who are a part of our life.

Jesus said, “For this I was 
born, and for this I have come 
into the world, to bear witness 
to the truth."

We, too, came into the world 
to express God's life, to show 
forth God-qualities, to bear 
witness to the truth.

Wordsworth wrote:
“Not in entire forgetfulness, 

And not in utter nakedness, 
But trailing clouds of glory do 

we come 
From God, who is our home."

We come into the world by



divine appointment, and I like 
to think that we come “trailing 
clouds of glory.” Jesus said, 
“The glory which thou hast 
given me I have given to 
them.”

If we come by divine appoint
ment to meet life in our own 
particular place, at our own 
particular time, so also we 
come as an appointee. "You did 
not choose me, but I chose you 
and appointed you.”

We have been appointed to 
represent God and His Truth, 
to be channels through which 
God's will and work are done.

Jesus said, “And I appoint 
unto you a kingdom, as my 
Father hath appointed unto 
me” (AV).

Where or what is the king
dom that has been appointed to 
us, that we are meant to reign 
over? The kingdom of heaven, 
of course. And where is the 
kingdom of heaven? To quote 
Jesus again, “The kingdom of 
God is in the midst of you.”

By divine appointment we 
are here; by divine appoint
ment we reign over the king
dom of our mind. By divine ap
pointm ent we fulfill our 
destiny as children of God.

When we take hold of this 
idea of being here by divine ap
pointment, it has its effect on 
every area of our life and 
thought. We do not wonder 
why we are here, we know that 
we are here by divine appoint-

Martha Smock

ment. We do not wonder what 
our purpose is. We know that it 
is to show forth God, to spiri
tualize our thoughts and feel
ings, to practice the Christ 
principles in our daily living, to 
make the kingdom of heaven a 
reality in our consciousness 
and in our outer life.

When we take the idea of be
ing here by divine appointment 
into our thought, it changes 
our a ttitu d e  tow ard the 
happenings in our life; we view 
situations and circumstances 
in a new light.

Does some situation seem 
difficult? We are here by divine 
appointment, and the situation 
is a divine appointment we are 
meeting. In meeting the situa
tion with faith, courage, and 
wisdom, we prove once more 
the power of God’s Spirit in us; 
we prove once more that noth
ing in the outer is greater than 
the power of God within us. 
“He who is in you is greater 
than he who is in the world.”

Does some human relation-



ship seem inharmonious, lack
ing love and understanding? 
We are here by divine appoint
ment, we are part of this rela
tionship to bring peace to the 
situation, to express God’s 
love, to behold the Christ in 
others, to help others find the 
Christ in themselves.

If we feel bothered by inter
ruptions when we are trying to 
complete some project—the 
knock at the door, the tele
phone call, the children quarrel
ing—we are there by divine 
appointment and we can look 
at interruptions and distrac
tions as divine appointments. 
We can see them not as slowing 
us down but as giving us 
opportunity to express pa
tience, consideration, kindness, 
love, as giving us opportunity 
to prove that we are not 
bothered by little things, that 
we are greater than petty 
annoyances. Looking at inter
ruptions as divine appoint
ments can help us to go back to 
our projects with new enthu
siasm and interest, perhaps 
with new impetus. We may 
find that the distraction has 
proved a blessing in that we 
are inspired with some new 
idea.

Are we disappointed in some
one or something? Has a rela
tionship turned sour, has some
one betrayed our trust? This, 
too, can be a divine appoint
ment. We are appointed to the

challenging work of rising 
above personal feelings, to the 
challenging work of holding to 
the truth that in God’s love 
there is no hurt, no loss, to the 
challenging work of knowing 
that we are all-loving, all- 
forgiving because we have 
God’s loving Spirit in us. We 
are here by divine appointment 
and we have been divinely 
appointed. Knowing this, we 
hold steady, we know that in 
and through the experiences of 
our life a loving law of good is 
at work, drawing our own to 
us, revealing new paths of joy 
and happiness to us.

When we take time every 
day, if only for a moment or 
two, to go apart and pray, we 
are keeping a divine appoint
ment. When we think of our 
prayer time as a divine ap
pointment, we never think that 
we do not have time to pray, 
that other things come first. 
We keep our divine appoint
ment with God in prayer, and 
our time of prayer becomes a 
time of joy, a time of inspira
tion, a time of infilling of God’s 
Spirit. It becomes a time of 
talking to God and a time of lis
tening. As we listen in prayer, 
we hear God saying, “ I have 
chosen you. You are my be
loved child in whom I am well 
pleased. I have appointed you a 
kingdom. Enter into the king
dom of joy, of health, of peace, 
of light, of plenty, of love.” ©



CURRENT IS 
■AVAILABLE TTI I I

B Y  STELLA BUTLER

GOD IS THE HEALER of all 
wounds—wounds of the flesh 
or of the emotions, wounds of 
men and of animals. The heal
ing current is available to all, 
but we must first enter it.

About two years ago, I suf
fered the most crippling wound 
a wife can receive. I lost my 
husband of fifty-seven years. 
These had been rich years of 
shared experiences and the 
wound was deep. We had 
reared two fine sons and helped 
educate them. We both loved 
to travel, and we had toured 
every state in the United 
States including Alaska and 
Hawaii. We took a five-month 
trip around the world. We were 
never wealthy, but we felt trav
eling to be a good investment. 
We had shared our joys and 
sorrows.

Finding myself completely 
alone was not the hardest part 
of the experience. I had 
somewhat adjusted to that 
during the five months my hus
band had been in a nursing 
home. But it was the startling 
fact that for the first time that 
I could remember, I was not 
needed! It did not matter 
whether I got up in the morn
ing or not. No one was depend
ing on me. I had been greatly 
needed during the nursing 
home period and I visited 
every day. My husband’s face 
lighted up the moment I en
tered the room. Now I felt 
alone, unneeded, and often 
depressed. It was January and 
not even the yard or garden 
needed me. Friends, neighbors, 
family, and the ministry were 
helpful. But I knew I had to



make the move toward the 
healing of the wound.

We can sometimes learn 
from animals. I remembered 
the remarkable healing of our 
cat of a flesh wound. Kitty was 
a big white tom cat that we in
herited when we bought our 
present home. My husband 
grew very fond of him. Kitty 
came home one morning after 
several days’ absence with a 
hip wound and dragging his 
leg. We felt he might not sur
vive this injury.

My husband cleansed the 
wound and applied medication.

I looked out the window 
some time later and Kitty was 
licking off the medication. He 
crawled into the dampest part 
of the flower bed next to the 
house, near a rose bush, and lay

with the bare wound in the 
moist earth. Kitty was follow
ing his instinct, or innate 
wisdom. He did not know 
about the value of my hus
band’s medication, but he did 
know to get the bare wound 
into the healing current of 
nature. He lay there day after 
day. We could hardly tempt 
him to come out for food. When 
he was healed completely he 
came out to be an active part of 
his world again.

I, too, must enter the healing 
current. Kitty had not de
pended upon outer remedies, 
neither must I. I had seen one 
friend, in the first months of 
widowhood, attach herself to a 
couple with whom she and her 
husband had been friends, until 
she became a burden to them. I

IfUjidnî Lt
By Nellie O. Moser

At the stroke of twelve, time has not ended. 
Midnight has come, and softly blended 
Today and tomorrow in endless stream.

When the faithful heart and the rhythmic breath 
Cease, and proclaim what we call death,
Life has not ended, as it must seem.

Time and life go on and on.
Each to a new and glorious dawn!



had seen other widowed women 
rely helplessly upon a son or 
daughter and upset the routine 
of their lives. I had one wid
owed friend who called her 
pastor for advice and sym
pathy many times a day. Kitty 
knew that life and healing do 
not come from external helps, 
so he walked bravely, if limp- 
ingly, to where he could touch 
the inner current.

So it was alone in my study 
that I daily bared my wound to 
my Creator and He has led me 
into the healing stream of His 
love. I read spiritual books, a 
chapter a day. I read and mem
orized Scripture. The ninety- 
first Psalm gave me great com
fort and direction. The Psalm
ist’s promise that “He will 
cover you with his pinions, and 
under his wings you will find 
refuge’’ helped me to feel 
secure again. I remembered 
when I used to raise chickens. 
Many times I had seen the lit
tle chicks peeping out from the 
shelter of the mother hen’s 
wings. They felt so snug and 
secure. The Psalmist’s further 
promise “he will give his 
angels charge of you . . . they 
will bear you up lest you dash 
your foot against a stone’’ gave 
me the assurance of living not 
only in the presence of God, 
but of a host of angelic mes
sengers. I remembered Jacob’s 
experience and the ladder 
extending from heaven to earth

and angels ascending and de
scending. How could I feel 
alone and unneeded? God 
needed me just as much as 
ever. The purpose for my life is 
the same as always: To mani
fest my potential. I realized the 
place whereon I was standing 
was holy ground. I had entered 
the current.

As I have slowly come forth 
to meet my world again, the 
sadness, loneliness, and depres
sion are being expelled by the 
joy of new experiences. I had 
wanted for many years to go to 
a retreat at Unity Village. In 
August of that year (1977) I 
went. It was a rewarding week 
and I could see how much I was 
needed to add my faith-filled 
thoughts and prayers to the 
etheric waves, so that others 
who were also needing help 
might find it as they tuned in.

I also enrolled in a class in 
creative writing. I had been 
promising myself to do that for 
many years. It has opened up 
new avenues of thought and 
study. Grandma Moses was 
not young either when she 
began painting!

It has taken longer for me to 
heal than Kitty, for my wound 
was deeper. But the process is 
the same. We must divest our
self of our dependence on outer 
helps, refrain from self-pity, 
enter the healing current daily, 
and we will be made whole.

O
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By Nancy M. Harding 

No longer am I
A leaf tossed about by the wind 
But, instead, a sturdy tree 
With my roots implanted deep within 
My own Christ Spirit.

I am free,
Standing strong, bending in the storms, bu 
Always returning upright 
As I let life flow in and through me 
Ever conscious of God’s light 
Guiding me.

Nonresistant is this tree 
Which is me,
Now that I have found my unique space 
In my own verdant wood 
Where all things work together for good.
I no longer strain 
Or struggle with life.

There is no trouble or strife,
No lack or pain.
The heavens provide abundant heat,
Gentle cooling rain,
Soothing darkness, and brilliant light.
My every need is met 
Day and night.

Let me never forget, 
Father,
How glorious it is to 
Be just Me.



PRAYER
POWER
Excerpts from letters to Silent 
Unity, quoted with permission 
of the writers.

Retarded Daughter Helped

Dear Silent Unity: I am deeply 
grateful to you for your prayers on 
behalf of my only daughter who 
was born mentally retarded and 
has lived in a state hospital for 
most of her life. She has lived 
there since she was four-and-one- 
half years old. She is now twenty- 
six.

There are still many problems 
with her and I know that there 
may always be. But thanks to the 
help of your wonderful prayers, 
the circumstances surrounding her 
are greatly improved. The doctors 
and others of the staff who care 
for her are doing more and more 
to try to understand and help her.

1 had an opportunity to go on 
an outing with her, which was 
sponsored by the hospital. This is 
the first time she was permitted to 
do this. Soon they are going to 
transfer her to another unit of the 
hospital where she will be helped 
even more.

I wish I knew the words to ex
press to you the gratitude I have in 
my heart for all of these wonderful 
blessings from God. God bless all

of you for helping me with your 
prayers through one of the darkest 
periods of my life.—D.D., Califor
nia.

A Good Report

Dear Silent Unity: When 1 called 
you for prayers, I was very ill, and 
my husband was alarmed. He 
called a local doctor who ordered 
hospitalization and further 
alarmed my husband with dire 
reports of a serious complication 
deduced from a test he had made.
I could not accept his diagnosis.

Our prayers were immediately 
answered with some improve
ment. I was led to consult another 
doctor I knew. He understood, 
and I came home from the hospi
tal at once. My health has been 
improving steadily.

The most beautiful part of this

TMl CIGHTED WINDOW AT SILENT UNITY

To call for prayer help, phone 
(816) 524-5104. (If you have an 
urgent need and have no means 
of paying for a call, dial our toll- 
free number: 800-821-2935.)



A M e s s a g e  fr
A word you often see in 

Unity is “Truth,” spelled with 
a capital “T.” Unity people 
often call themselves "Truth 
students,” and we like to re
peat the words of Jesus, 
"Know the truth, and the truth 
will make you free.”

But a short time ago some
one wrote in saying, "You tell 
me to know the Truth, and the 
Truth will set me free. What 
Truth is it that you want me to 
know?”

Many, many years ago—I 
won’t tell you how many—a 
lady wrote to me that as she 
was riding a train across Kan
sas she had read an article I 
had written. The article, one of 
the first I ever wrote, was in 
Weekly Unity. She pointed out 
that in the article I had used 
the word "Truth” with a 
capital "T” five times. " I t  an
noyed me,” she said, "because

I think you could have used a 
more exact word more effec
tively. Every time I came on 
the word I wondered what you 
meant by it.”

A little upset, I read my arti
cle, and quickly had to con
clude shamefacedly that the 
lady was right. I had used the 
word loosely. I could have 
better used a number of more 
specific words that are in com
mon usage.

Since then I have been very 
careful how I use the word, and 
when I have used it, I have 
always tried to point out just 
what I mean by it.

I think when Unity writers 
use this word, they usually are 
referring to one or another of 
the essential points of the 
Unity teachings. The Truth 
they are asking you to know is 
that God is love; God is in
telligence; God is life; you have

experience is that when fear tried 
to creep in, 1 stood firm and relied 
on God. Your prayers strength
ened me in both health and faith.

Throughout my lifetime this has 
been true in similar instances in
volving my health. I am also exer
cising better judgment in caring for 
my body. 1 am observing regular 
periods of rest and mental relaxa
tion so that the stress of various

problems is now more easily re
leased. I know that the marvelous 
health 1 have always been blessed 
with will continue.

With a thankful heart I send this 
good report to you. Words cannot 
fully express the love and appre
ciation I feel for you and your 
work in guiding us ever nearer to 
the heart of God. — 
California.



r> Silent Unity
God in you; you have Christ in 
you; you have an infinite poten
tial in you; you are God’s child, 
created by Him to express His 
perfection in the unique way 
that you are capable of ex
pressing it.

My secretary, when she read 
this message, told me that once 
as she was showing two visi
tors around Unity Village, one 
asked her, “What is Truth?’’ 
and she did not have an ade
quate answer, but ever since 
when she hears or reads 
something about “the Truth,” 
she replaces it with the 
thought, “The Truth is, there 
is only one Presence and one 
Power, God the Good Omnipo
tent.”

I like the word “truth,” even 
without a capital letter, for the 
truth does make us free. What 
truth? Any truth! You cannot 
learn a truth about anything

without being set free from ig
norant limitations that were 
binding you. The knowledge of 
any truth gives you power to 
handle something that before 
you did not know how to deal 
with.

Truth is one of the most 
beautiful words I know. The 
only other words that can com
pare with it are beauty and 
love. For these three are what 
we are seeking, whether we 
know it or not, to find and to 
bring forth in ourselves and in 
our world.

Healed of Cancer

D e a r  S i l e n t  Unify: I wrote to you 
three months ago and asked that 
you pray for the healing of my 
grandfather who had cancer. He 
went back to the doctor recently, 
and the doctor said he was com
pletely healed.

I just praise the Lord for His 
healing power and His gift of

prayer. Thank you so much for 
your faithful prayers. May God 
bless you. — T . A . ,  M i n n e s o t a .

Something Special

D e a r  S i l e n t  U n i t y :  I had requested 
prayers for a safe vacation as we 
were going where there is much 
disorder and trouble, but we were 
so blessed with wonderful com-



panions and saw no unpleasant 
thing at any time during our trip. 
We were celebrating our fifty-first 
wedding anniversary.

1 must tell you this incident 
because it is dear to my heart. We 
were the oldest couple in years in 
the group, but we never gave that 
a thought until they started re
marking about how well we 
walked and climbed.

Finally, one man said to us con
fidentially, "W hat do you have 
that we don’t have? 1 know you 
have something and 1 want it." My 
husband said, “ Give us your 
name and address and you shall 
have it.”  After we returned home 
we sent him some Unity literature 
and he returned the kindness by 
sending us some lovely snapshots 
he had taken of all the group. It 
seems to me that there was a heart 
hunger which we were given the 
privilege of filling and we will send 
appropriate articles to him in the 
future.

Thank you and bless you all. 
Things always work out so much 
better when you are with us.— 
M. W ., F lo r id a .

Paralysis Overcome
D e a r  Unity F r i e n d s :  I want you to 
know that the help and comfort I 
have received from your letters, 
books, and tapes, have been as
tronomical, at a time when 1 was 
in the depths of despair. Thanks 
to your spiritual guidance I am 
now in a position where no one 
can destroy my happiness be

cause it comes from within and is 
indestructible.

For the last four years now 1 
have been meditating and receiv
ing healing from an accident 
which completely paralyzed me 
from  the shoulder blades down to 
the tip of my toes. 1 was not sup
posed to walk again, but here 1 am 
almost 100 percent again.

1 have been receiving healing 
morning and night sitting in my 
chair all alone and allowing the 
power of God to work through 
me.

I received six months' therapy 
at a rehabilitation center. My doc
tor was amazed at my speedy re
covery. 1 came to realize that the 
power of God was within me. I 
was looking o u t  t h e r e  somewhere 
for Him. I was very much aware of 
God all my life but was looking in 
the wrong places for H im. Thanks 
to the wonderful books of Charles 
Fillmore that I received, I learned 
to look within.

My whole life has changed and 1 
thank God every day for that acci
dent. I know now it had to be.

I am now comforting and giving 
healing with God’s help to many 
other souls who are seeking help. 
Life is beautiful, and I hope to 
prove it to many of my fellow 
human beings who are as sick at 
heart as I was.

Thank you and God bless you 
all with all my heart, for what 
you've done for me; and that love 
will now go out to others, through 
m e .-J .S ., C a n a d a .
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By Verle Bell

Reluctant to pass the heyday of life,
The flower garden’s glamour girls don 

their flashiest, splashiest gowns.
Never mind that the days are hot;

Never mind that their petals droop 
in the blazing sun;

Never mind that pelting rains 
pound their heads to the ground.

Indomitable, they rise and dance again, 
Enjoying the time they have and 

ignoring inevitable change of season.

Youth is almost done, but life goes on, 
giving joy and providing challenges 

for the hardy to meet in triumph.

The spirit gains in strength 
and nobility, as life is lived 

to the fullest.
How great and good this is!

We thank Thee, O Thou 
Creator of all life.



V ie w s  FROM THE FIELD

Editor's note: Some thirty Unity ministers have been invited to participate in Unity's 90th 
anniversary year plans. Each month this year two or three o f the ministers will be presenting 
their ideas about what Unity has meant to the world in the past, what it is doing for mankind 
today, and Unity's potential for the future.

Unity Today

B Y
LILLIAN  M. MATTHEWS

Lillian M. M atthews is 
minister of Unity Church of 
Practical Christianity, Buffalo, 
New York. She has been a 
Unity minister for thirty-eight 
years and was a teacher at 
Detroit Unity Association for 
eight years. She was president 
of the Unity Ministers' Associ
ation before it became known 
as the Association of Unity 
Churches, and presently serves 
on the AUC's licensing and 
ordination committee.

UNITY IS THE answer for 
those who have not found ful

fillment of their needs and 
desires in human pursuits and 
experiences. It is the answer 
for those who have a healing 
need of any kind, those who 
need more supply or freedom 
from all the frustrations, 
anxieties, and fears that have 
gripped the minds and emo
tions of so many people in 
today’s world of uncertainty, 
strife, and change.

Unity is the answer because 
it awakens us to the realization 
that we are not alone, that we 
are not just a “speck” of 
humanity caught in a web of 
negation from which we seem 
unable to free ourself. We 
discover that we are the be
loved children of a loving 
Father whose Spirit dwells 
within us who responds to our 
faith and sincere prayer, fulfill
ing our desires and needs. We 
also discover God's sustaining 
Presence with us always.

Unity believes God is Spirit, 
the one Presence and one 
Power operating in the uni
verse as a universal principle 
that is omnipotent, omniscient, 
and omnipresent good, so that



we can never be separated from 
Him.

From the beginning Jesus 
Christ has been acknowledged 
as head of the Unity move
ment. Unity has accepted His 
teaching, interpreting it in 
terms of its practical applica
tion in everyday life for modern 
man as the foundation for his 
faith. This teaching has proved 
itself to be valid, for it has con
tinued to meet our needs in 
every conceivable way, and has 
helped to set our feet firmly on 
the pathway of greater spiri
tual unfoldment.

Through the discovery of 
oneness with God, and the 
powers and possibilities of the 
Christ within, we realize that 
we have the power within us to 
reach any goal we desire. We 
have started on a great adven
ture; the discovery of the true 
meaning and purpose of life- 
spiritual growth and the mani
festation of ever greater good 
in our life.

From the spiritual realiza
tion of two people, Charles and 
Myrtle Fillmore, of their one
ness with God, the Unity 
movement has been a ministry 
of service for ninety years 
which has grown into a world
wide movement.

Unity believes that our life
line to God is prayer. Prayer 
calls forth God’s response so 
that whatever change is needed 
in an individual, a city, or a

nation takes place. Unity’s 
prayer ministry, which in
cludes Silent Unity, prayer 
ministries in churches and 
centers, and all people who 
pray, has helped to release this 
great transforming power of 
Spirit into the world.

Because the Unity teaching 
is based on a universal princi
ple that governs the growth of 
all life in the fulfillment of its 
own purpose and plan, Unity 
occupies a place of spiritual 
leadership in the world today, 
and will continue to do so 
through the centuries. As long 
as it is needed to bring humans 
together in the unity of Spirit 
it will be here.

However, we must find more 
ways to get the message to the 
people. This calls for a new 
dedication on the part of “ac
cepted leaders’’ and on the part 
of laymen and women as well, 
and all who have been blessed 
by the Unity message. It calls

U nity Churches, Centers, 
and Teachers

I f  you would like to know the location 
of your nearest Unity church or center, 
and cannot find it listed in your 
telephone directory, please write to 
The Association of Unity Churches, 
Unity Village, Mo. 64065. They will be 
glad to give you any desired informa
tion about Unity churches or classes in 
your vicinity.



for a rededication, for a sense 
of direction in prayer, and ac
tion upon the guidance we 
receive. Also, our own lives 
must bear witness to Truth.

Let us dedicate ourselves to 
beholding the Christ in all per
sons, praying for their spiritual 
awakening, and that the spirit 
of understanding, love, free
dom, and peace be established 
among all nations.

Unity: A New Dawn!

B Y JOHN STRICKLAND
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John S trickland  is co

minister with his wife, Connie 
Fillmore Strickland, of Unity 
Church o f  Ja ckso n v ille , 
Florida. He is a 1976 graduate 
of Unity's ministerial training 
program and previously served 
as minister of Unity of Santa 
Rosa, California. He is a 
Georgia State University grad
uate, has worked as a prison 
chaplain, and was Interna
tional Youth of Unity Coor

dinator in 1975-76.

WHAT IS UNITY? Even 
though Unity publications, 
media presentations, and 
students are reaching out over 
the world, I have to think of 
this movement as being in the 
early stages of morning. The 
light of Truth is beginning to 
reach a humanity whose poten
tia ls  have lain dorm ant 
through the night of fears, the 
darkness of negative thoughts 
and images, and the shadows 
of death. Unity is a way of life 
that Jesus taught and lived. 
Unity is a ray of new sunshine. 
Unity is so simple, but it is not 
easy.

Unity is first an idea, then a 
movement. The idea is this: 
every person has an unlimited 
divine potential which is called 
the Christ. Jesus was the first 
to develop this potential to its 
greatest degree. Hence, He 
earned the title, "Jesus the 
Christ.” However, Christen
dom unfortunately felt that 
Christ was Jesus’ last name, 
and that He was the beginning, 
or alpha, and the end, the 
omega, of the great Christ 
family. So, no one else ever 
tried to be a Christ.

Then one day a man and a 
woman, Charles and Myrtle 
Fillmore, arrived at a new 
understanding on their quest 
for Truth. The idea dawned 
upon them that Jesus’ last



name was not "Christ.” His 
last name was probably some
thing like Josephson or Car
penter, for he was the son of 
Joseph, and he was a carpen
ter. “Christ” was Jesus’ title. 
Finally someone understood 
what Jesus had tried to tell us 
so many years ago. "Christ” is 
a title all people can earn. Each 
one of us has the alpha and 
omega within.

So Charles and Myrtle set 
out to earn this title, and they 
told their friends. Some 
laughed at their idea and some 
called it a sacrilege. Ah, but 
there were a few (and there 
were only a few in the begin
ning) who knew that they were 
right. In this manner, Charles 
and Myrtle, along with their 
believing friends, founded 
what has become a worldwide 
movement. Unity is dedicated 
to the idea that every person 
can become “the Christ.” 

Today, some people still 
laugh at this idea of Christ be
ing within every person, but 
many more are finding that 
their bodies can be healed and 
their lives prospered, harmo
nized, and fulfilled by working 
to develop their divine poten
tial, "the Christ.”

All in all, Unity is a positive, 
constructive, practical way of 
life, excluding no one. All are 
welcome to come, to seek, and 
to find the Truth that sets men 
free. In a world where we are

constantly bombarded with 
negative thoughts, Unity is a 
place, a church, a magazine, a 
prayer room, an idea, and a 
way of life that emphasizes the 
intrinsic goodness of man, and 
his oneness with his fellow 
man, God, and the universe.

Now, after ninety years, the 
Unity approach is catching on 
around the world. Humankind 
is waking up to positive, pro
gressive, creative thinking. 
The new rays of Truth are 
peeping through the windows 
of the soul to illumine the 
minds and hearts that have 
been asleep in the darkness of 
negative attitudes, pessimism, 
guilt, and fear. Everywhere, 
one can find the excitement of 
the dawning of a new day, a 
new golden age for mankind.

Unity's place in man's evolu
tion is to take us to the level of 
the Christ Consciousness. 
After that level of human 
development who knows what 
will happen? I do not know ex
actly what will happen, but I 
do know that after we all reach 
the Christ Consciousness, the 
next level will be even more 
fantastic. For the present mo
ment, all we need to know is 
that we can earn the title, “the 
Christ,” and we can heal, pros
per, and enrich many lives 
(including our own) along the 
way! So after all is said and 
done, Unity is first and last, a 
great way to live! ©
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Contacting 
Spiritual Substance

WE MUST BUILD perfect 
soul structures with faculties 
capable of always producing 
abundantly  for both our 
spiritual and material welfare.

In order to accomplish this 
we must become familiar with 
what the metaphysician terms 
omnipresent Spirit substance, 
which is visible only to mind 
and the nature of which is to 
sustain and enrich whatever 
idea is projected into it.

This Spirit substance stands 
back of and gives support to 
our every thought and word. It 
is ready to provide food for all 
living creatures everywhere.

Today we are learning con
sciously to make union with 
this invisible spiritual thought 
stuff and to appropriate and 
manifest it. Our supply and 
support are governed by our 
familiarity with substance and 
by our mental hold on it.

Spiritual substance is the 
source of all material wealth

and cannot suffer loss or 
destruction by human thought. 
It is always with us, ready to 
be used and to make potent 
and fertile both the soul and 
the body consciousness. In this 
connection Jesus said, “I have 
meat to eat that ye know not.”

Just as God has been from 
the beginning so S p irit 
substance has been from the 
beginning. This substance is in 
fact the mother side of God, 
the feminine element in God’s 
nature. It is the universal 
medium in which we plant all 
ideas of supply and support.

Just as the Earth is the 
universal matrix in which all 
vegetation develops, so this in
visible Spirit substance is the 
universal matrix in which ideas 
of prosperity germinate and 
grow and bring forth according 
to our faith and trust. The 
‘‘dust of the ground” spoken of 
in Genesis represents the ra
diant substance, the fruit of



the initial thought in the ex
pression of the substance idea. 
Under the influence of our 
mind, radiant Spirit substance 
continues to be manifested in 
form and shape. For example, 
the sunshine is incorporated in 
the products of the vegetable 
world. These are appropriated 
by us through mastication, 
digestion, and assimilation and 
become part of our body. Light 
and electricity are forms of ra
diant substance.

Someone has said,

“The hand that rocks the 
cradle

Is the hand that rules the 
world.”

In this same way the mother 
side of God may be said to 
cradle our good, nurturing it 
into manifestation and produc
ing the influences that hover 
over and enrich our life. We 
should always bear in mind 
that if we are to demonstrate, 
we must pay strict attention to 
the conservation of the spiri
tual thought stuff. If we are to 
go forward spiritually, we must 
not waste our thought stuff in 
idle thoughts, in thinking 
thoughts of poverty, discon
tent, jealousy. We should 
positively weed out of con
sciousness all thoughts of 
poverty and failure, and in 
thinking or speaking of our af
fairs we should use the very

highest and best language at 
our command.

Whatever the seed word is 
that is implanted in omnipres
ent Spirit substance, this seed 
word will germinate and grow 
and bring forth fruit “after its 
kind.” Just as the farmer, 
therefore, selects the very best 
seed corn for planting, so we 
must choose the words that 
will bring forth the rich harvest 
of plenty.

We should bear in mind that 
God is our silent partner and 
that His wisdom and strength, 
His energy and skill are ours to 
use. We should realize that in 
every soul there is undoubtedly 
present (as a result of former 
effort) a great reservoir of ra
diant Spirit substance, which 
is ready and eager to be freed 
so that it can supply our every 
need.

To gain control of Spirit sub
stance we grasp it with our 
mind; that is, lay hold of the 
idea back of it. Right thinking 
is necessary in using the mind 
constructively to bring about 
right results.

The Father-Mother God has 
provided abundantly for all. In 
truth, when a baby is born into 
the world it brings with it fac
ulties that, once set to work 
consciously functioning in the 
omnipresent etheric substance, 
open up channels through 
which unfailing supply and 
support come to this one. The



divine-life idea in the awakened 
soul is implanted in divine sub
stance and brings forth a new 
being, the Son of God.

The realization of the follow
ing prayer will awaken us to 
the consciousness of our divine 
supply and support:

The idea of the one reality is 
quickened in me, and I  am alive 
and athrill with the one radiant 
substance of Spirit.

Sometimes in demonstrating 
prosperity God’s mill seem
ingly grinds slow. The reason 
is, first, that our consciousness 
is functioning in such a thick 
envelope of materiality that it 
is hard to get action. And, 
secondly, we have not yet un
folded the working power of 
the word.

To overcome this condition 
we must enter the silence and 
realize a prayer such as this:

I  am free from the clutches of 
inert matter.

The working power of the 
word is quickened in me, and I  
understand the law governing 
God's abundance.

Then it is well to clinch the 
matter with this realization: 

Divine substance flows in all 
its fullness into my conscious
ness and through me as pros
perity into all my affairs.

God made us, and there is a 
vital connection between us 
and God. Keeping this in mind 
makes demonstration easy and 
enjoyable. ©
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I L L U M I N A T I O N - T h r o u g h  
prayer we become more con
scious of God’s love and wisdom; 
and powers and new beauties are 
unfolded to us. We realize we are 
on the way to a great outpouring 
of spirit, and we pray for more 
guidance.

God’s radiant light floods 
my path. 1 know what to 

do and I do it.

H E A L I N G —As we become con
scious of the life of Spirit within, 
new powerful forces of being are 
set into motion. This cleanses and 
purifies, thus dissolving all nega
tion.

God’s vitalizing energy 
floods my whole being. 1 

am healed and made 
whole in mind and body.

P R O S P E R I T Y —  We center our 
thought in God as our All- 
Sufficiency and A ll-Good. So 
great and inexhaustible is the 
bounty of the Giver of all good, 
that to those who have eyes to 
behold and faith to appropriate, 
God becomes an unfailing source.

God’s never-failing supply 
floods my affairs. I am 
prosperous, happy, and 

successful.
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D elay
B Y  KENNETH T. ROSE

I HAD BEEN familiar with Unity for some time through its 
literature before I ever actually met anyone who was associated 
with the organization. That first meeting came when I interviewed 
the minister of the Unity center in the city in which I live. During 
the interview (which was conducted for a local newspaper), the 
minister made a statement that both startled and puzzled me. She 
said, “ I don’t think a desire arises within us for which there is no 
fulfillment.” This rather bold assertion troubled me because I 
possessed a number of desires which no amount of prayer, affirma
tion, or positive thinking had ever been able to nudge into fulfill
ment. I told the minister of my skepticism, and she explained to 
me that she believed our desires always find fulfillment, but very 
often that fulfillment arrives in an unexpected manner: it comes 
first in the form of delay. The object of desire is brought close, but 
not so close that there does not remain some hard work to do. 
Often the gift is preceded by a call to discipline, a discipline of pa
tience, a discipline of delay.

My original objection to positive thinking, or power of mind 
philosophies, was based on the fact that there were times when no 
amount of positive thinking was able to bring about a change in 
my circumstances. I had spent much time meditating upon the 
meaning of Jesus’ words in the Sermon on the Mount:

Ask, and it will be given you; seek, and you will 
find; knock, and it will be opened to you. For every 
one who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and 
to him who knocks it will be opened.

I had been asking, seeking, and knocking constantly, yet it 
seemed at times that I was slipping ever further away from the



hoped-for fulfillment. At those 
times I would feel as though I 
had been cast adrift in a sea of 
hopelessness. This is a danger
ous moment for faith. The 
strongest faith or the most pos
itive outlook can fail when con
fronted for too long with the 
apparent unfaithfulness of 
God, His seeming failure to 
provide for the one who is ask
ing something in faith. Even 
Jesus in His final moments 
seemed to waver. In one of the 
most astonishing passages in 
the entire Bible, His desolation 
is recorded: "My God, my God, 
why hast thou forsaken me?" 
J e su s ’ final words were 
shouted to a blind sky, to a 
suddenly distant Father. Can 
positive thinking prevail when 
it fails to conform to the best 
spiritual intentions of the one 
making use of it? Should it?

These were the thoughts and 
questions that gave rise to my 
skepticism, a skepticism that 
began to succumb to the light 
shed upon it by the insight into 
the discipline of delay given to 
me by this Unity minister. As I 
thought over what she had said 
during the next few days, I be
gan to realize that there are, 
within everyone, many levels 
of desire: there are great and 
lesser desires, physical and 
spiritual desires, beneficial and 
detrimental desires. Of all 
these, however, the greatest 
desire that can possess anyone

is the yearning to love and 
serve God with one’s entire be
ing—a yearning which sounds 
the deepest depths within the 
unsearchable center of the One 
in whom we live, and move, and 
have our being. This pure and 
simple yearning is nothing but 
the awaking desire of the 
seeker to return to his or her 
true home, God. It is the living 
being’s best desire. The Danish 
theologian Soren Kierkegaard 
expressed this truth succinctly 
in the title of one of his books: 
"Purity of Heart Is to Will One 
Thing.” It is this purity of 
heart alone, this intent of a 
spirit empty of every desire but 
one—to do God’s will, or bet
ter, to be His will—that finally 
loses itself in God’s unbounded 
being.

As I reflected upon this most 
basic principle of the spiritual 
life, I began to realize that only 
a fortunate few are inclined to 
will this one best thing totally; 
from this blessed company 
come the teachers, great and 
small, who have guided us 
along the path of the spirit. In 
the more ordinary seeker, this 
central desire arches toward 
God encircled and entwined by 
a host of lesser (but, by no 
means unimportant) wants. 
Desires for happiness, love, fi
nancial success, and so on. At 
times these lesser needs begin 
to choke out the central desire: 
so powerful are they that the



spiritual need can be forgotten. 
It has been taught in the past 
that this forgetting is because 
of the bold rebellion of a de
praved spirit, but this is not 
the Truth; the Truth is that in 
the midst of the struggle to 
live, it is very difficult not to 
forget the highest good. But 
the great benefit of the desire 
for God is that it is imperish
able; if it is once willed, with
out qualifications, there is no 
doubt that it will sometime 
find fulfillment. The lesser 
desires, according to human 
whim or earthly circumstances, 
may or may not be fulfilled. 
The hoped-for lover may per
ish; the desired position may be 
abolished; the continuously 
affirmed house may burn 
down, but the desire for God 
once willed, and afterward ne
glected, will ultimately bring 
the one who willed it into union 
with the Godhead.

I am not making the absurd, 
quietistic assertion that the

seeker after God automatically 
slides down the path to realiza
tion, just as he or she is. By no 
means. Only those whose 
hearts are empty of everything 
but the divine Being can re
member their eternal identity 
with it. The discipline of delay 
is the process whereby the 
desire-clogged heart is reduced 
to that poverty which pos
sesses God by the singular in
tent of its desire. A faith the 
size of a mountain, or a thou
sand lifetimes devoted to posi
tive thinking will produce 
nothing of value if they are di
rected toward realizing a self- 
centered image of the world. 
On the other hand, the one who 
gives top priority to spiritual 
realization finds the lesser 
needs taken care of—with one 
important qualification: these 
needs are met in such a way 
that their fulfillment does not 
interfere with the seeking for 
“the kingdom.’’ However, if 
this one should succumb to the

From time to time, friends ask us to assist them in 
remembering this work in their wills. In response, we 
have now prepared a simple instruction booklet which 
contains much of the needed information and many 
suggestions. I f  you wish to have one of these booklets, 
direct your request for it to

LEGACIES
Unity School of Christianity 
Unity Village, Missouri 64065



tyranny of the lower needs, 
then he must soon learn the 
lessons of the discipline of 
delay, which appears as a 
desert in which the only relief 
is found in the oasis of the 
spirit. Around that oasis all 
good things grow. When "the 
kingdom" has first been 
sought, then all the other 
things necessary to life come in 
such a way that they enhance 
rather than endanger spiritual 
life.

If one’s greatest aspiration is 
to dwell at one with the Divine, 
then it must be understood 
that by a kind of godly jeal
ousy that yearning will be 
given precedence over all the 
other impulses of the heart. 
Delay in the satisfaction of 
these other impulses serves to 
strip these entangling vines 
away from the central desire, 
the Tree of Life reaching 
toward the kingdom of heaven. 
Through this discipline the 
false self, created by the center
ing of self upon something 
other than God, is lost in the 
ocean of God's Spirit; the 
seeker arrives at this oneness, 
in the words of T.S. Eliot,

. . .  by the purification of 
the motive in the ground 
of our beseeching.
When the life urge that is 

always radiating from the 
heart becomes one-pointed in 
its determination to know God, 
when the discipline of delay

has banished all other desires, 
then does it become worthy of 
God; then it, itself, is God. 
When this happy state is fi
nally attained there is left no 
more discipline, nor delay; the 
spirit of that individual is now 
eternally lost in its one great 
aspiration. There is no calling 
it back, and desire dies in ful
fillment. The one who hungered 
and thirsted after righteous
ness has at last been filled.

In light of these words the 
following saying of Jesus takes 
on a more profound meaning, 
"But seek first his kingdom, 
and his righteousness, and all 
these things shall be yours as 
well.” Of all the benefits that 
positive thinking can bring, the 
greatest one remains the beati
tude of union with the source of 
all life. Positive thinking which 
neglects this and occupies it
self solely with the materializ
ing of benefits to enhance its 
self-centeredness is, in reality, 
a subtle form of negative think
ing. Even if it is successful in 
conjuring up its object, in the 
end, the only benefit it can 
bring is the pain that is the 
only, and perennial, cure for 
self-centeredness.

I think that Unity minister 
would have been surprised and 
pleased to know that I learned 
so much from her casual re
marks that were to me words 
from God.



B Y  FRANCES W. FOULKS

Watchword:

MEEKNESS Building 
the Christ 

Consciousness
PART XX

Beloved of God:
From this beautiful place of 

sunshine, fruit, flowers, and 
service, I  send you greetings.

To each of us who is ear
nestly seeking to unfold in our 
consciousness and express in 
our living the Christ image and 
likeness, every day becomes 
ever more sacred as an occa
sion to go deep within and 
there to recognize Christ as an 
ever-abiding, eternal gift of 
God. There is no other joy such 
as that which comes from the 
celebration of this Truth within 
the sacred silence of the soul. 
When, letting all materiality 
fade into nothingness, all per
sonality become lost in the wor
ship of the Holy One of Israel, 
there rises up in us the confir
mation of His livingness. When 
we have truly accepted the 
prophecies of this Savior of the 
world as symbolical of proph
ecies to be fulfilled and ex
pressed in our own individual

life, then the Messiah comes to 
us individually.

This is a blessed time, a time 
when our thoughts should 
dwell much on the Christ with
in our own soul. Do not let Him 
knock at the door of your heart 
to find you preoccupied with 
trivial things and having no 
room there for Him. Now, if 
never before, and if so in 
greater degree, find the Christ 
within your own soul, that you 
may feel Him omnipresent, om
nipotent, omniscient in your 
life. Let the joy of His compan
ionship be ever with you as you 
go about your living, and do all 
in His name. I  can wish for you 
no greater gift than that the 
Christ come to you with His 
gifts of infinite love, eternal 
peace, and great beauty of ex
pression.

Let us seek to become so 
meek before this Presence that 
the glory of it may fill our 
whole world to bless everybody



and everything in it.

XX. Meekness

Meditation: But the fruit of 
the Spirit is love, 
joy, peace, pa
tience, kindness, 
goodness, faith
fulness, gentle
ness, self-control; 
against such there 
is no law (Gal. 
5:22, 23).

There is no one of the Christ 
characteristics more to be 
desired, none more to be 
sought and cultivated than 
meekness. Meekness includes 
love, patience, and tolerance, 
for in order to be meek one 
must forget self. It is founded 
on faith, for without something 
greater on which to rely one 
could not let go the self. It is 
capable of receiving wisdom, 
because it is empty of sense 
opinions. Power is inherent 
within it, always ready to 
spring into action. True meek
ness is an overwhelming real
ization of the smallness and 
limitation of the human self, 
giving place to an overwhelm
ing realization of the greatness 
of the Christ self. It is a put
ting aside of the personal ego 
that the divine ego may have 
its perfect way, a letting go of 
the lesser for the greater. When 
we disassociate ourself from

the senses in humility of self 
and enter into association con
tinually and altogether with 
the Christ self, then shall we 
begin to do the greater works 
of the Master’s promise.

If we truly realize this Truth, 
and cease trying to do and be 
and have in our own limited 
human consciousness, then can 
we rise up to be and do and 
have mightily, through the 
miracle working power of God, 
potentially always in us, but 
now recognized and made first 
in our consciousness and given 
power to work in our life, 
through meekness. It is to such 
as have overcome self that 
Jesus the Christ, and David, 
beloved of God, promise: 
“They shall inherit the earth."

Moses, afterward called 
“meek above all the men that 
were upon the face of the 
earth," puffed up in person
ality acquired at Pharoah's 
court as adopted son of the 
king’s daughter, took to him
self the office of avenger of his 
race, committing murder, and 
then fleeing in fear to the land 
of Midian. There, keeping 
watch over the flocks of his 
father-in-law, he learned meek
ness. There is no more wonder
ful place to lose the personal 
ego and find the divine than in 
God’s great out-of-doors, 
where all nature rises up in 
majesty and beauty because of 
its dependence on the Creator,



and here Moses became hum
ble of his own personal 
knowledge and ability and the 
Lord was able to reach him and 
teach him. Then it was that the 
meek Moses was able to rise up 
in the God-power within him 
and lead his own people, a 
great, helpless, conquered race, 
into freedom and the Promised 
Land. Of this meek man the 
Lord said: “With him I speak 
mouth to mouth, clearly, and 
not in dark speech; and he 
beholds the form of the Lord.” 
In faith, Daniel continued to 
put God above and before man 
and self, even in the face of 
great personal danger for so 
doing. The angel of His pres
ence before whom Daniel be
came meek three times a day, 
protected Daniel in his great 
time of need, not only destroy
ing the danger, but the cause of 
the danger also, and caused 
meekness to spread over the 
kingdom to the glory of God— 
and Daniel.

There is no time when we are 
more conscious of the small
ness of self than in some crisis 
when human help is of no avail. 
Then it is that we truly turn in 
meekness of self to the great 
Deliverer. It was not the frail 
shepherd lad David, nor the 
stones of his sling that slew 
Goliath, the mighty man of 
war, but that before which 
David had become meek. In 
time of other dangers it was

the Lord, his Shepherd of green 
pastures and still waters, who 
consciously walked with him 
through his every valley of the 
shadow. It was not his heritage 
of riches and a great kingdom, 
neither intellect nor learning, 
that have brought Solomon’s 
name down through the ages as 
possessor of all of these, but 
the humility of mind which, 
though a great ruler, could say: 
“ lam  but a little child; I do not 
know how to go out or come 
in . . . give thy servant there
fore an u n d e rs tan d in g  
mind.. . . "  Solomon’s experi
ence is an example and proof of 
the Master’s teaching: “Seek 
ye first his kingdom and his 
righteousness, and all these 
things shall be added unto 
you." It was not the birth or 
education of Paul, or anything 
that Silas could do or be in his 
own might that opened prison 
doors and set them free in the 
midst of persecution, but their 
own Lord and Christ before 
whom they became meek, for
getting self and unhappy con
ditions in praise and thanks
giving to Him. Against meek
ness “there is no law.”

The One who was most fitted 
for self-exultation was meekest 
of all. He took on the human in 
the humility of the flesh to 
again be tempted and tried in 
all things as we are, passing 
through all without sin, to 
prove that we too could func-



tion on Earth as in heaven, 
“perfect as the Father is 
perfect”; yet He always gave 
glory where glory belonged, to 
the Father. This was the meek
ness of self through which 
Jesus was open to receive and 
use the divine power to per
form mighty miracles. It was 
through knowing, "Not I, but 
the Father that dwelleth in 
me,” that He could claim and 
prove, “All power is given unto 
me, in heaven and earth.” No 
person has yet performed such 
mighty miracles as did Jesus, 
because no person has yet

become so meek to be used 
fully and freely by the God- 
power. Not the Jesus man heal
ing the sick, making the lame 
to leap, the dumb to speak, the 
deaf to hear, the blind to see, 
but the Father who dwelleth 
within Him; not the Jesus man 
turning water into wine, feed
ing the multitudes, raising the 
dead, even His own body, but 
the Christ self.

That same Christ of God, 
which did mighty miracles 
through Jesus of Nazareth, is 
potentially within you and me, 
our own Lordship. Not while

By Lynne Dana

“For you are all sons of light and sons of the 
day . . . ” (I Thess. 5:5).

Am I lonely with all the children gone?
As the circles of our intrinsic light 

Intersect,
The miles and meters vanish

Like wrath before a soft answer,
And the power

Generated by the union of our strength 
Dissolves the distance

Into peace and fulfillment,
Radiating the energy of God's perfect 

And my human 
Love!



we are selfish, critical, self- 
opinionated, intolerant, jeal
ous, unjust, not while there is 
anything in us that would hurt 
another, take from another, 
will the Lord Christ come in 
and take possession of us and 

' use us to His glory and own 
good, but in meekness of self 
we too can rise up with power 
to command.

You and I are what we are 
through our own choice of liv
ing in the self or with the 
Christ. Momentarily we are 
building the tomorrows, either 
in humility of self to become 
all-powerful in the Christ 
likeness, or in the exultation of 
the self to become a nonentity 
in the kingdom of righteous
ness. Blood of ancestry counts 
as nothing; pride of position 
and personage is vain as we 
stand a naked soul before the 
Creator who gave us His like
ness. The cloven foot of ances
tors, the saintliness of progeni
tors, traits, and tendencies are 
inherited only as we claim 
them and make them our own 
through our thoughts, words, 
and deeds. If there is any self
glory in us, if we entertain a 
bragging spirit, let us say to it 
over and over: “Not I, but 
Christ." If we have many re
sponsibilities, business duties, 
home duties that press on us 
with the thought that we our
selves have much to do to 
accomplish the needed, we

should say over and over, “Not 
I, but Christ.”

How much we need to go 
apart some time during each 
day and become so meek before 
our own indwelling Christ that 
we are open to hear the teach
ing and able to rise up victori
ous over all the trials and temp
tations of our life. This is the 
invitation, and the initiate in 
meekness obeys: “Come to me, 
all who labor and are heavy 
laden (through seeking to do 
and be in your own strength 
and might), and I will give you 
rest. Take my yoke upon you, 
and learn from me; for I am 
gentle and lowly in heart, and 
you will find rest for your 
souls.”

Meek and lowly would I  be, 
O Father God, that I  may be an 
open channel for the expression 
of Thy greatness. Let me lose 
for all time the little self, with 
its selfishness and criticisms, 
its doubts and fears, its “me 
and mine, " that there may be
come established in me the 
Christ likeness, with its love 
and meekness, its wisdom and 
power. Let all vain glory of 
ancestry, o f position, o f 
achievement that has found 
place in my consciousness 
through the ages be wiped from 
my soul that my birthright to 
all that the Father is, in meek
ness of self be established in 
me for eternity. ©

(End of Series.)
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. . . with answers by 
MARCUS BACH

THE IDEA To answer 
readers’ questions about 
anything related to increased 
spiritual understanding and 
deeper integrative growth. To 
discover not only what people 
are asking but what people 
are thinking about in the area 
of beliefs and practices in the 
world within and without. To 
help others—and us—in the 
spiritual search. To stimulate 
the search itself.

for me and I  am grateful. My 
question is: Are there many 
people who believe in travel
ing serendipitously? You 
mentioned the word and the 
idea in one of your letters and 
I  sure got a kick out of it. I  
didn't know anyone traveled 
that way (just simply starting 
out without any special 
destination and finding joy 
in unexpected happenings) 
excepting my friend Jean and 
myself. Each year we go off 
for two months with packs on 
our backs, no suitcases, no 
reservations except for our 
arrival in London. No definite 
plans. We don't go on tours. 
We just go when and where 
the spirit moves us. We don't 
hitchhike. We catch local 
buses and so on and we never 
quite know from day to day 
where we are going or what 
we will be doing or seeing.
Five years ago we trekked to 
Nepal. Friends think such 
traveling is for the birds.
What do you think ? By the 
way, Jean and I  are both 
senior citizens over sixty-five, 
both widows and on our own. 
Life is great!

M.N.

Question: For many years I  
have read UNITY Magazine, 
and in more recent years a 
goodly number of Unity 
books. Unity has done a lot

Answer: I recommend your let
ter as required reading for all 
people sixty-five and older and 
all people sixty-five and 
younger who have lost the



spirit of adventure or feel it 
1 slipping away. Granted that 

not everyone has the stamina 
or the wherewithal or the 
apparent unencumbrances that 
are part of Jean’s life-style and 
yours, it’s the spirit and the 

• will and the everlasting adven
ture of life I ’m talking about.

Even more, it’s the discovery 
of the fun and faith in serendip
ity that needs to be stressed. 
There is joy in unexpected hap
penings. There are thrills in un
looked-for discoveries. God 
does have ways of revealing 
new truths to those who travel 
freely whether in mind or body. 
Freedom to let your spirit 
roam—whether you are con
fined to a wheelchair or tramp
ing around with a pack on your 
back—adds a new and vital 
dimension to life. It cannot be 
explained in words, it must be 
experienced. Here’s the chal
lenge: cast off fear, know the 
secret of inner guidance, don’t 
talk about the first half or the 
second half of life, dare to 
follow the eternal youngness of 
your heart and the everlasting 
kinship with all life!

Remember, “Youth is an act 
of nature, growing old is a work 
of art.’’ May the Princes of 
Serendipity continue to bless 
all who read your letter, all 
along the way!

MB

Question: I  suppose I  am 
(more or less) an old-fashioned 
Methodist. However, I  read 
Unity publications regularly 
and greatly enjoy “Questions 
on the Quest. ” I, therefore, 
refer to your answer to R.S. 
having to do with homosex
uals, though I  wish I  had 
never heard the word. I t  
seems to me that litruth ” in 
these matters is rather clearly 
expressed in the following 
excerpts from the Bible: 
American Standard, Leviticus 
20:13, “I f  a man lie with 
mankind, as with woman
kind . . .  they shall surely be 
put to death. ” What about 
this?

J.D.

Answer: There is surely noth
ing wrong about being an old- 
fashioned Methodist, espe
cially when you have been ex
posed to Unity and enjoy this 
column sufficiently to share 
some of your concerns! You 
may not realize it, but your 
letter raises a monumental 
question. The question is this: 
Are scripture passages to be 
interpreted in the light of the 
people and the period in which 
they were written, or shall they 
be taken literally by people in 
all times and in all periods?

Read the 20th chapter of 
Leviticus in its entirety and 
ask yourself whether you



would execute the extremity of 
penalties which are there 
enumerated. It calls for death 
to the adulterer and the 
adulteress, death to fortune
tellers and spiritualists, death 
to children who curse their 
parents, and so on. Should 
retribution of this kind be ex
acted today or was there a par
ticular period in which this 
kind of a Godly vengeance was 
needed, a period some 2300 
years ago?

You might check with a 
rabbi as to his interpretation of 
Leviticus and his opinion of the 
text pertaining to “homosex
uals,” no less than about the 
date and the time during which 
the book was written. I think 
that most rabbis and Biblical 
scholars will agree with an 
evaluation of Leviticus as it 
ap p ea rs  in th e  cu rre n t 
Encyclopedia Britannica:

This third book of the Old 
Testament and of the 
Pentateuch, is the book 
seldomest read and least 
admired, because of its 
dry style. It contains dull, 
repetitious listings of un
interesting details about 
sacrificial systems no 
longer observed by either 
Jew or Christian. It is 
practically never utilized 
in any modern liturgy. 
Nevertheless, at unex
pected moments it reveals 
brilliant flashes of reli

gious insight. That law 
which is generally con
sidered to be a Christian 
innovation, and the most 
d is tinc tive  of J e su s ’ 
teachings, “Love your 
neighbor as yourself,” 
appears in fact in Leviti
cus 19:18.
This, it seems to me, is some

thing to ponder over and 
perhaps use as a stepping- 
stone to a discovery of our own 
highest state of consciousness. 
Shall we modern Americans 
take literally all of the old 
recriminations, punishments, 
and penalties enumerated in 
the Old Testament, or shall we 
turn to the New Testament and 
hear again the voice of One 
who declared, “You have heard 
it said, An eye for an eye, and a 
tooth for a tooth, but I say 
unto you that you should not 
resist evil; but whosoever 
strikes you on your right 
cheek, turn to him the other 
also. And if anyone wishes to 
sue you at the court and take 
away your shirt, let him have 
your robe also.”

In fact, let’s read again the 
entire “You have heard it 
said . . . ” chapter, Matthew 5, 
which begins with the Beati
tudes and which ends with 
what some have called “the im
possible dream,” namely the 
challenge that we “become 
perfect as your Father in 
heaven is perfect.”



After we have read Matthew 
5, let’s sit in silent thought for 
a moment and ask ourselves 
again: Are scripture passages 
to be interpreted in the light of 
the people and the period when 
they were written, or must 
they be taken literally by peo
ple of all times and all periods?

It is a big question, but isn’t 
it possible that somehow, for 
true students of Truth, the 
answer may be found deep 
within oneself? At any rate, 
when I read Matthew 5, I tell 
myself that the words of Jesus 
are as challenging today as 
they were when they were 
spoken. He is addressing Him
self to me. When I turn back to 
Leviticus 20, I feel its con
demnations are as outmoded 
and obscure as the times in 
which they were written. They 
are too impersonal and lacking 
in compassion. In any interpre
tation of scripture, let’s listen 
closely to the voice of the 
Christ within.

MB

Question: What are the “Ten 
Perfections" of the Buddha?

B.R.Q.

Answer: 1. Do not destroy life. 
2. Do not take that which is not 
given. 3. Abstain from unchas
tity. 4. Tell the truth. 5. Ab
stain from intoxicants. 6 . Eat 
moderately. 7. Do not partici-

pate in dancing or dramatic 
spectacles. 8 . Do not dress af- 
fectatiously. 9. Do not use high 
or broad beds. 10. Do not ac
cept gold or silver.

MB

Question: My wife and I  just 
found UNITY Magazine 
(August '78) and we are de
lighted with the teaching of 
Charles and Myrtle Fillmore, 
the Jesus Christ-oriented 
ministry, and the spiritual 
healing and joyful living 
fundamentals. We are, how
ever, turned off by the accent 
on prosperity, the "Pray and 
grow rich" concepts. We feel 
that if  the word "prosperity" 
were replaced by the word 
"service" all would be blessed 
as the focus is then away from 
oneself and material riches 
that tie one to the earth plane. 
What do you think? I  feel 
that the ministry of the 
Fillmores, Unity, and Jesus 
Christ should be based on a 
Matthew 6:19-36 ministry.
This would not be a ministry 
based on "give me, give me, 
give me, " but, rather on use 
me, use me, use me.

A. & F.M.

Answer: Charles Fillmore 
made it clear that there is a dif
ference between the spiritual 
and the material interpretation 
of prosperity. He defined spiri-



tual prosperity as the recog
nition of the inexhaustible sub
stance of Spirit (God) as the 
source of supply. He explained 
material prosperity as a belief 
that the possession of things 
constitutes prosperity. In the 
more traditional churches of 
Christianity a stricter line was 
drawn between that which is 
spiritual and that which is 
material. As you know, in the 
early days of Christian ortho
doxy, money was a dirty word. 
Money was often referred to as 
“mammon” or the wily devil of 
riches. “Ye cannot serve God 
and mammon,” was a pet 
phrase straight out of Matthew 
6:24.

While the churches were 
interested in money even in 
those days, they did not want 
the general public, or the Lord, 
for that matter, to catch on to 
their interest in “material” 
prosperity. In fact, another 
favorite text in those days was, 
“ It is easier for a camel to go 
through the eye of a needle, 
than for a rich man to enter 
into the kingdom of God” 
(Mark 10:25).

It is not only in metaphysical 
teaching but in all churches 
and in all religious movements 
that emphasis on prosperity in 
the material sense is over
emphasized. It is true among 
rampant evangelistic appeals 
no less than in highly charis
matic and “born again” move

ments. But Unity has never 
drawn a hard-and-fast line be
tween that which is construed 
as material and that which is 
spiritual. Where do you draw 
that line when “God is all and 
all is God”? Let’s remember 
that our entire western culture 
is h igh ly  econom ically- 
oriented. The motto has always 
been “money talks.” Our cur
rency, now badly shrunken, is 
still deified by the term, “The 
Almighty Dollar,” and the 
positive-thinking affirmation 
“Pray and grow rich,” was ob
viously construed in terms of 
dollars and cents.

In a culture of this kind it is 
well to define just what we do 
mean by prosperity. What 
Charles Fillmore meant by the 
word was “the consciousness 
of centering one's faith in God 
as the infinite, omnipotent, and 
unlimited source of supply.” 
To quote him precisely as to 
the prosperity promise, he 
said, “ It is necessary to give as 
freely as we receive because 
there is a law of giving and 
receiving. Giving opens the 
way to a greater inflow of sub
stance. We should give cheer
fully, freely, out of the con
sciousness that supply is inex
haustible.” By which, it is 
abundantly clear, he meant to 
give not only one’s money, but 
one’s talent, love, and life to 
the spiritual cause. Those who 
have the power and the disci-



pline to follow this injunction 
are truly prosperous in the 
total meaning of the word. In 
this consciousness let each of 
us turn to your suggested 
scripture text and discover for 
ourselves what it means to us

when we read, “Lay not up for 
yourselves treasures upon 
earth . . . (but) treasures in 
heaven . . .  for where your trea
sure is, there will your heart be 
also” (Matt. 6:19-21).

MB
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By Lois T. Henderson

I think it likely the Creator may 
have had no need for man—at least at first. 
Sufficient that night followed day, 
enough that pinecones showered, in a burst 
of suddenness, their seeds to grow to trees.
No need for more—at first—than birds for air 
and animals for land, fish for the seas— 
a neat and tidy balance everywhere.
But when God made as blue and gold a day 
as this one is, there had to be a voice 
to cry, “O what a morning. Lord!” to say, 
“This is the day the Lord has made! Rejoice!” 
No longer adequate the fish and birds;
God had a need for praise in human words.



LIFE
UNLIMITED

B Y  RICHARD AND MARY-ALICE JAFOLLA

“THERE IS NO STOPPING 
place for God; there is no stop
ping place for man.’’ Charles 
Fillmore wrote these words in 
The Twelve Powers of Man. No

serious Truth student would 
disagree with this idea: cer
tainly there can be no limita
tions placed on God, for God is 
God, after all! And, carrying



the idea one step further, no 
one will argue that there 
should be any limitations to 
man, because man is of God. 
We know that, don’t we? Or, at 
least we say we know it. The 
words roll easily off our 
tongues and are basic to our 
Truth teachings. “No stopping 
place for God, no stopping 
place for man.” What could be 
simpler?

But somewhere between 
knowing Truth and serving 
Truth there seems to be a 
gap—a hitch. The words ex
press an idea, a Truth princi
ple, which often appears to get 
lost somehow before it can take 
root in the subconscious mind. 
If we were to search among the 
flowers of our true faith, the 
blossom of our own limitless
ness is more than likely to be 
missing. Why?

The old thought patterns of 
the race consciousness are so 
comfortable to us. It is so easy 
to fall back on them. They may 
be incorrect, but at least they 
are familiar. And so we often 
find ourself repeating our 
thought patterns and following 
these patterns with the corre
sponding actions like worn-out 
phonograph records.

It is time we took a good look 
at what some of these old re
cordings are playing back to 
us. One of the most frequently 
spun has to be the old race 
belief in the mortal limitations

we call disease and death. How 
we love to drag it out and 
dance to it! We like to talk 
about ages and illnesses and 
morbid subjects. And all the 
while we are proclaiming that 
whatever holds dominion in 
our mind is surely enough go
ing to manifest itself in our 
lives!

Maybe it is time we jumped 
off the merry-go-round of race 
belief, time we broke some of 
those phonograph records and 
played something new, time we 
took a closer look at what 
Charles Fillmore was telling 
us. “God did not create man to 
die; death is the result of a 
transgression of law. Christian
ity teaches that man was 
created to live in his body, re
fining it as his thoughts unfold, 
and that the work of the 
C hrist—the supermind in 
man—is to restore this state; 
that is, unite Spirit, soul, and 
body here on Earth. This must 
be fulfilled in the whole race, 
and every thought of death, or 
the possibility of leaving the 
body, must be put out of the 
mind.”

Unpopular Subject

Eternal life in the physical 
body is what Mr. Fillmore is 
talking about. Yet, for some 
reason, the subject is not a 
popular one. Even now, when 
some of our scientists are pre-



dieting the possibility of 
physical immortality, most of 
us prefer the comfort of our old 
misconceptions about the pur
pose of the body. We hurry 
along suicidally through life, 
ignorant of or disinterested in 
the physical laws (such as basic 
good nutrition and exercise) 
which the Creator has set up 
for us to follow. When we reap 
the consequences of our trans
gressions we, as Mr. Fillmore 
states, “perform a few neces
sary superficial acts, call in the 
doctor, . . . and in the end 
dump the old ‘boat’ at the junk 
pile.”

What a thing to do to the 
most marvelous of God's phys
ical creations, the human body! 
How dreadful a thing to do, 
when we realize that God 
dwells within every miraculous 
cell of our body.

But, we learn, this is not the 
intention of the Creator; not by 
any stretch of the imagination. 
Death was not designed by 
God. Jesus, our Way-Shower, 
taught us that it was God’s 
will to free men from the bond
age of sin, sickness, and death. 
If death were a part of God’s 
law, Charles Fillmore submits, 
we are defeating God’s law 
every time we escape death by 
trying to heal ourself. An in
teresting thought on which to 
meditate, isn’t it?

Death is the last enemy to be 
overcome by man. Jesus

preached that. In fact, his en
tire ministry was largely a 
healing, life-restoring one. He 
promised that whoever ac
cepted the Christ would finally 
sit on the throne of dominion 
over disease and death. We are 
all familiar with the words. We 
nod in agreement that they are 
the Truth.

We do not usually take them 
into our heart, however. We do 
not let them hold dominion in 
our secret place of the Most 
High. Maybe they were true 
2,000 years ago, we say, but 
today? “Well, I just don’t 
know.” The fact is that this is 
something we simply do not 
spend much time thinking 
about.

Direct Heirs

But we should. We in Unity 
are direct heirs to these very 
progressive ideas of Charles 
Fillmore. He was able to grasp 
the Truth principles that so 
many of us are trying to em
brace today. He reminded us 
often that the body is the tem
ple of God. Each cell in this 
temple is filled with intelli
gence which responds if we 
consciously direct its every 
function toward building a 
lasting structure. We can dc 
this daily in our meditations 
and in our conscious thinking 
We implant the seeds of health 
agelessness, youthfulness, anc



immortality.
But we must not stop there. 

We must go on to learn the 
physical laws God has pre
scribed for us. And then we 
must endeavor to obey these 
laws. Good nutrition, proper 
exercise, adequate rest—these 
are the pillars of the body tem
ple. These pillars must be 
strong or the temple eventually 
crumbles.

So we have body, mind, and

Spirit: the Holy Trinity of liv
ing man. We cannot neglect 
any of the three. Too often we 
think we can overlook the body 
and its care. But this is cer
tainly not what Charles Fill
more taught. He believed that 
only through complete integra
tion—oneness—of the three 
aspects of man can we become 
the perfect and immortal crea
tures we were designed to be. 
In fact, it is only through the
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perfect synthesis of body and 
mind that we can become a 
transcendent being, he said. 
“When the chemistry of the 
body and the dynamics of the 
mind are unified, a third ele
ment is brought forth.’’

Throughout the illumined 
writings of Mr. Fillmore we 
read of his insistence that our 
main goal is to serve and ex
press God in the physical body. 
Death is not a punishment 
from God but a result of broken 
law—the law which the Creator 
made in order to govern the 
created.

Charles Fillmore envisioned 
that one day the Earth would 
be inhabited by a race of im
mortals. The fact that his idea 
was ahead of its time does not 
mean that it is invalid. By no 
means. We are coming to see 
that it was not the idea which 
was early but, rather, we who 
were late! “Those who feel that 
they are not ready for the great 
adventure in the attainment of 
eternal life in the body here and 
now should not be deterred 
because there are no outstand
ing examples of men who have 
risen to this most exalted 
degree,” Mr. Fillmore encour
ages us.

Overcome Belief in Death

With the dedicated applica
tion of our Truth teachings to 
spiritualize ourselves and over

come the race belief in death, 
and with the disciplined obe
dience to the physical laws of 
health which were given to us 
by God to strengthen and pro
tect the body temple, we can 
eventually attain a perfection 
of the body that will last indef
initely.

That physical immortality is 
the aim of Christianity there 
can be no doubt. And, as such, 
it must therefore become the 
aim of every human being 
aspiring to know the Truth.

The world before us is unlim
ited in potential because our 
minds and bodies are unlimited 
in potential. God lives in us. 
and there can be no limitations 
on God. Perhaps it is time wt 
begin to remove the barriers 
the limitations, which we have 
been guilty of constructing 
Perhaps it is time we begin tc 
take a closer look at whal 
Charles Fillmore was revealing 
to us. Perhaps it is time w< 
begin seriously to obey all o 
the laws of God so that we cai 
develop the race of immortal: 
we were created to be.

Divine love illumines ever 
cell of my body, making it age 
less and eternally new. C

All authority has been give, 
unto me in heaven and o 
earth.— JESUS



'Letted to tlfc'
I have a very dear friend who 

subscribed to UNITY Magazine for 
me. I, in turn, would like to have 
UNITY Magazine sent to ones I 
care for, since each issue I read is 
so fulfilling of my needs. Each has 
a special article as if meant just for 
me. Thank you. Califor
nia.

©

I am so grateful for the en
lightening and inspiring writings I 
find in the UNITY Magazine each 
month. Please advise me when 
my subscription terminates so I 
can renew. —M.S., Texas.

©
“The Double Thread” in the 

^larch 1979 UNITY Magazine 
neant so much to me. I have 
)een studying Unity the past 
ieveral years; I feel as a child in 
he learning process. It has 
:hanged my life. I was sorry the 
irticle wasn’t longer. -  M. G ., 
Missouri.

0

I was in the midst of a rampag- 
ig office political storm when the 
ebruary 1979 UNITY Magazine 
/as placed on my desk. Lunch-

time caught me too upset to eat; 
instead, I found a quiet place to sit 
and simmer down. Unaware, I’d 
taken UNITY Magazine with me. 
William Earle Cameron’s “True 
Power” imparted not only the 
everlasting lesson, but was for me 
a crash course in instant perspec
tive^ Nothing’s changed in the 
office, only my understanding of 
true power! I’ll never forget.— 
J.R., New York.

0

I do not tell you often enough 
what Unity means to me and what 
your publications mean to me and 
do for me. I can hardly wait each 
month to peruse the current issue. 
In the March 1979 issue, “This 
Matter of Sin” by Robert Barth 
was not only enlightening, but 
comforting and so logical. And 
Dr. Bach’s section is indispens
able. Thank you.— R.G., Texas.

0

I personally find UNITY 
Magazine a wonderful, helpful 
magazine. Your February 1979 
issue came on a cold, unpleasant 
day (weather-wise). It is hard to 
convey what a wonderful uplift it 
was.— L.S., New Jersey.
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EFFECTUAL PRAYER, 
by Frances W. Foulks; 
Unity Books, Unity Vil
lage, Missouri 64065; 
$3.95.

In answer to many requests, 
Unity Books has brought back 
into print the beloved book 
Effectual Prayer, by Frances 
W. Foulks. Strongest among 
the virtues of this book are the 
poetic lilt of the language and 
the attitudes of reverence and 
humility of the author.

Prayer is our link with the 
creative realm. It is what 
brings forth into existence all 
that is. For this reason it is im
portant to be watchful over our 
own thoughts, desires, and 
prayers—to pray aright—if we 
desire authorship of our own 
life conditions.

“All prayers are answered by 
the Father. Whenever a prayer 
remains unanswered in the 
manifest realm, we can be sure 
that somewhere there is a 
closed door between us and the 
Giver; for every prayer of every 
soul represents some need that 
in its purified form, God is 
seeking to push forth into the 
manifest world." All desire 
originates in the mind of God

and is then filtered through the 
consciousness of the individ
ual. The nature of the manifes
tation of the desire is deter
mined by the prevalent belief 
of that person. To pray aright 
then, is to link one’s mind 
directly with God-Mind by be
coming still and by surrender
ing self to God-self.

In preparation for a life of 
prayer and high contempla
tion, some soul-searching is 
good and necessary, says Mrs. 
Foulks. However, overempha
sis on the reason why a prayer 
is not answered in the form we 
seek, or constant but fruitless 
searching for the causes of in
harmonious conditions produce 
only more of the same. “When 
we do start to seek out the 
cause of any error condition, 
any unanswered prayer, we 
should first fill our mind with 
love and peace, build up faith, 
and enter into a realization of 
that glory which we had with 
the Father in the beginning, 
‘before the world was.’ ”

To pray without ceasing is tc 
“look continually toward Goc 
and His sinless heaven 
wherein we will find all th( 
good desires of our heart.-  
Pamela Yearsley.



Learn the Way to

EFFECTUAL PRA YER
Your prayers can act as a vital force for good in your world. 

One of Unity’s most authoritative and comprehensive books on 
the techniques of prayer is EFFECTUAL PRA YER by Frances W. 
Foulks, now available in a revised edition.

This book by the author of the “ Building the Christ Con
sciousness" series which appeared recently in UNITY Magazine, 
includes lessons on:

How to prepare for your prayer time
The importance of and methods for relaxation
How to concentrate effectively
How to meditate
How to commune with God in the silence 

the word of God

EFFECTUAL
PRAYER

'EFFECTUAL PRAYER 
o includes a section of 

meditations for various

tasions and needs. To 
er this helpful guide to 
jtayer for yourself or 

Idiers. simply Fill out the 
ndy order form on the 
p. Price. $3.95.

Frances W. Foulks
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By Albert Abdulky

Above foaming water 
between the spray, 
rainbow arched 
in the sun,
I touch the scrolls 
of sand and stone, 
hear the vows 
in golden rings.

I close my eyes, 
feel the drum 
of falling water, 
become immersed in 
its song.

The span lifts me 
above the shadow 
into the light 
and stillness— 
into oneness.
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