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VIEW FROM
UNITY VILLAGE

. . . with the editor
September is a month of 

endings and beginnings.
Summer changes to autumn, schools reopen after children have en
joyed a welcome holiday, and we begin to turn our thoughts from 
swimming and picnicking to raking leaves and preparing for 
winter. But, whatever the season, we can know that it is the right 
time for us, because God is our ever-present guide. We are happy 
to be with you again this month, to provide you with a wonderful 
selection of Truth articles and poetry.

Kenneth T. Rose offers for your reading pleasure his remarkable 
account of “The Unexpected Parsley Patch.” This article, starting 
on page four, can be read in a few minutes, but we suggest you read 
and reread it carefully, and savor the inspiring message it con
tains.

Another article that we are proud to present is by well-known 
motion picture and television actress Anne Francis entitled 
“God’s Image.” This article, starting on page ten, is richly illus
trated by Dell Godbold. Miss Francis is a longtime friend of Unity 
and a devoted student of Truth. She has appeared on many Unity 
Church platforms, including presentations for Unity Chapel at 
Unity Village. Not only is she beautiful and talented as a speaker 
and a performer, but she is an artist with words as you will find out 
in this article. “God's Image” is an extract from a book Miss 
Francis is writing.

“God Is in My Little Finger” is a human interest story on page 
fifty that will warm your heart—and teach you something, too. 
Grace Dorothy Russell tells of a childhood experience that 
changed her life. Our staff artist, Ann Bregach, has illustrated this 
piece with her usual touching flair for realism.

Often we are told that our poetry ranks with the best being 
written today. This issue has some lovely selections, but perhaps 
the most thought-provoking poem appears on the back cover, 
“Out of the Primal Fire,” by Dennis Neagle.

Blessings to all,



BY KENNETH T. ROSE

<Tlie Unexpected 
Parsley 
Patcli

“It (the will) is perfect 
and right when it has no 
special reference . . . ” 

—M eister Eckhart.

WHO KNOWS GOD? To this 
question many will answer, “I 
do.” Many of these people, if 
asked (and some need no ask
ing), will explain how they 
know God, and state the re
quirements that must be ful
filled by the seeker in order to 
gain admission to the select 
fraternity that has communion 
with God. These requirements 
vary among the different reli
gious traditions; they may be 
many or few, stringently or 
loosely defined, considered ab

solute or relative. However, re
gardless of these many differ
ences there is one constant that 
is found in absolutist religion 
in all its varied manifestations: 
the idea that there can be no 
authentic knowledge of God 
outside those channels allowed 
by the traditional authorities. 
Thus, the claim to an authentic 
knowledge of God by one out of 
step with the authorities can be 
quickly denied by pointing out 
to the “deceived” one that it is 
simply impossible for anyone 
(an outsider) to have a true ex
perience of God. And of course, 
the opposite assumption also 
holds true: anyone in step with 
the traditional authorities is



ought to enter a path; we ought to seek the high- 
; we can conceive with guileless diligence___”

considered to have an authen
tic knowledge of God.

Occasionally, however, we 
might encounter an eccentric 
who has the strange notion 
that there is no best channel, 
no inviolable authority, no 
sanctified, changeless prerequi
sites necessary to awakening 
God consciousness. This is not 
to say, of course, that there is 
not a discipline, a process of 
self-transcendence, a “way of 
the cross” to be followed; there 
is, (and anyone who knows this 
secret follows his way most 
carefully), but it is not any par
ticular, favored path of one 
tradition or individual. One 
knows that the true way can be 
any path: one of seeming light, 
or one of apparent darkness. 
The path he follows, however, 
is the one that he senses God 
has chosen for him.

This attitude should not be 
considered in light of a conven
tional piety which assures God 
it will follow Him anywhere, 
but has already predetermined 
just where God can and cannot 
lead the follower. If suddenly it 
appears that the path leads to 
one of the forbidden areas, the 
“devil” is accused of leading 
the seeker astray.

There may come a time when 
we find ourself in a similar 
situation, when we know in our 
deepest center of awareness 
that the way of uncertainty 
will lead us to a higher level of 
union with the divine Being. 
Yet, the desire for some assur
ance—a scrap of certainty— 
persists. There is one sign that 
can assure us we are not 
wandering aimlessly: an abid
ing awareness that life to this 
point has been a preparation 
for this confrontation by con
tradiction in the path to God. 
We must trust this awareness, 
for at this point there are no 
manuals to consult; there is no 
spiritual guide who can in
fallibly direct us when the 
path, leading through dark
ness, leaves us at the edge of a 
great abyss. How can counsel 
aid us when it is apparent that 
we must leap out into that 
empty chasm? There is only 
this one sign, a gentle nudging 
to continue, a chronic hunch 
that beyond the dark, trackless 
mile ahead is a renewed and 
more profound experience of 
the ultimate reality; and this is 
the way we must go, there is no 
other way. It is written, “Seek, 
and you will find”; it often



“The true ‘way of the cross’ is the way where evei 
thing is lost, particularly the expectation that our lc 
will be repaid a hundredfold.”

seems, however, that all our 
seeking only gets us more 
helplessly lost. This is a 
strange paradox confronting 
those who seek the unity that 
twists all creation into one 
strand.

The true “way of the cross” 
is the way where everything is 
lost, particularly the expecta
tion that our loss will be repaid 
a hundredfold. This is the final 
renunciation. Yes! We ought to 
be willing to lose even God, the 
end of our search, to be, as it 
were, “ . . . without God and 
hope in this world.” For, it is in 
precisely such a renunciation (a 
renunciation not volunteered 
but gently elicited by the 
Spirit) that we lose our God 
and our ideas of who or what 
He is; the limitations that we 
have placed upon Him (which 
limit us, not Him) then become 
meaningless, just as empty as 
the words, teachings, and 
dogmas we employed to make 
the universal One manageable 
to our circumscribed intellects. 
Faith now acquires a broader 
definition: unconditional open
ness before the unconditioned 
One.

When we have passed 
beyond our crude notions (even

just a little bit) and our dogmas 
and our conceptions begin to 
lose their unquestioned control 
over the freedom of the Spirit 
in our experience, then we can 
have an experience of the One 
in our, to steal a phrase from 
the Buddhists, “suchness.” 
Our “thereness,” our “isness,” 
right here, right now. No in
termediary is required. It is 
like sunlight sparkling on a 
gentle rippling stream. What 
need have we for explanations? 
The explanation, if there is one, 
is in the seeing. So it is with 
God; no longer tied down in our 
experience, we discover Him 
everywhere, in every happen
ing, whether that happening is 
a person, a sunrise, or an act of 
love. The distinction between 
“worldly” and “godly” loses 
its force as we sense the pro
found unity hidden beneath the 
surface of diversity. The blind
ness is made sight that pre
vented us from seeing God ex
cept in the established sanctu
aries made with human hands.

Another mark of this awak
ening is the gradual release of 
the anxiety which often accom
panies the quest for the will of 
God. Slowly it ceases, then 
ends; no longer do we inquire



Hearly defined paths are for beginners, necessary, as 
tils to the parsley patch where the path is lost in a 
i of green___”

as to what His will proscribes 
or prescribes. Rather, we find 
ourself living in a will that 
moves through us.

Meister Eckhart believed 
that the key to knowing God 
was the perfecting of the will, 
by increasing the intensity of 
the desire to know God, to do 
His will regardless of the sacri
fices that may be required. 
This is the preparation, the 
only preparation, for experienc
ing unlimited freedom. But, 
just as our understanding of 
God may be limited by our 
prejudices, so also our desire 
for God and freedom may be 
crippled by biases, conscious or 
unconscious. There is a need, 
therefore, for a process which 
can strip from us these limita
tions, so that we can come, in 
the end, to the place where we 
understand that the will “is 
perfect and right when it has 
no special reference.’’

A long-departed Zen master 
has left us, in poetic form, an 
insight into the workings of 
this process:

This is all there is, 
the path comes to an end 

among the parsley. 
This humorous saying, reflect
ing the profound, yet light

hearted wisdom of Japanese 
Buddhism is not, as some may 
think, a cynical celebration of 
spiritual waywardness, a revel
ing in dereliction. Actually it 
reveals a profound understand
ing of the pathlessness of the 
enlightened. Clearly defined 
paths are for beginners, neces
sary, as trails to the parsley 
patch where the path is lost in 
a sea of green; no clue of the 
trail remains to be found in the 
parsley patch, no hint of what 
way next to step. This amounts 
to our sacrifice of God for the 
sake of God. The sacrifice of 
security, of certainty, and 
perhaps, even hope. The sound 
of Job’s age-old cry of desola
tion may echo in a hollow deep 
in our soul:

Why did I  not die at birth, 
come forth from the womb 

and expire?
Finally, we no longer care to 
know the way; we forget all 
that and become very inter
ested in parsley. We build our
self a house and prepare for 
next year’s parsley crop. Look 
for the path? Why? What 
path? We are happy in our lit
tle green field.

Then, after all this has come 
to pass, no longer spiritual



“ ... there is one constant that is found in absoluti 
religion in all its varied manifestations: the idea th 
there can be no authentic knowledge of God outsi 
those channels allowed by the traditional authorities

“giants” worthy of praise, and 
subject to the inflations of 
spiritual pride (we no longer 
remember, or care, what being 
spiritual is) we sense arising 
within ourself an intuitive 
knowledge of the way through 
and beyond the parsley patch. 
When this happens, we are able 
to walk confidently through 
the trackless field without the 
aid of external markers. We 
just know exactly where to 
step; each step flows out of the 
preceding one. We no longer 
have need of a path. We know 
the way in our deepest self and 
can never again be lost, though 
we find ourself in a trackless 
desert.

Our earlier following of the 
external path with its deities 
and books and rituals was 
necessary, for our diligent 
following of it indicated the 
seriousness of our determina
tion to find God; this diligence 
ensured that as we sat broken 
and careless in the unexpected 
parsley patch, we would be 
receptive to the waking call of 
the Director within. Except for 
this preparation we would be 
unable to hear the call of the 
One for Whom we had longed 
but believed we had lost. We

would have perished in the 
parsley and never have found 
our inner way. We ought to 
enter a path; we ought to seek 
the highest we can conceive 
with guileless diligence, but we 
ought also to remember we are 
yet children until we stumble 
upon the path hiding within 
the heart.

Who knows God? It is who
ever knows Him in everything; 
whoever senses that his whole 
life is God, that his every step 
is the true path newly created. 
Not limited by the rite or sym
bols of any spiritual tradition 
(though he may use and honor 
them) his everyday life is at 
this very moment the most 
perfect rite, the most pregnant 
symbol. He understands the 
sublime humor of that rascally 
old Zen monk who said:

There is nothing better 
than

eating food and wearing 
clothes; 

outside of this there are 
neither Buddhas nor Patri

archs.
If these lines appear trivial 

or blasphemous, beware, God 
may be planting a field of 
parsley around the next bend!

©



CDiscovery
John D. Engle, Jr.

Rowing out 
of my stream 
of dream 
to explore reality,
I find 
reality is
but a deeper dream 
that flows 
from a larger lake 
of Mind.



BY ANNE FRANCIS

Qod’s Image
I WAS ABOUT five years old, 
and I remember waiting for my 
father outside the country 
store. There was a wooden 
crate on the sidewalk filled 
with baby chicks. I was fasci
nated as I watched the endear
ing, fluffy creatures, perky and 
bright-eyed and all golden and 
new. Suddenly I was aware 
that the baby chicks and I had 
something in common: the 
same life was flowing through 
us. They, and I, were motiva
ted by the same mysterious, in
visible something that was 
making them “cheep cheep" 
and walk about and peck at the 
floor of the box, and was at the 
same time, looking at them 
through me as I sat in the rum
ble seat of my dad’s car 
waiting for him to come out 
with the groceries.

It was not so much an intel
lectual understanding as it was 
a feeling. There was something 
within us that knew exactly 
what a chicken was supposed 
to be and in that knowledge 
was the chickens, and that

something was being me, too! 
It was unfailingly being all of 
us at the same time. However, 
my thinking about it was all 
that differentiated me from the 
chickens. That did not change 
the reality that there was a 
perfect order as far as chickens 
and people go, but my thinking 
about it did change its natural 
beingness as far as I was con
cerned.

I had thought about it. 
Which came first, the chicken 
or the egg? Which came first, 
“it” thinking me into being or 
me thinking “it” into being? It 
is our thinking into this being
ness that makes all the differ
ence in our experience.

Life Gives of Itself

We are told that we are made 
in God’s image, but most of 
mankind has tried to image 
God. That is, of course, an im
possible feat, since we cannot 
possibly image that of which 
we are a part. Though the im
age of my individuality is





coded in every cell of my body, 
my big toe could not image me. 
We have tried for so long to 
image God and have intellec
tually jumped to conclusions 
about what is good and bad. 
We have been so busy labeling 
things. We have tried to create 
out of ourselves. We give birth 
to young and call them “our 
children"; we buy homes and 
speak of “our land,” when in 
truth there is not one thing we 
own or will ever own on this 
planet. Life gives of itself to 
itself. Life does not own. Life 
lives, and all other contempla
tion is folly. Wouldn't it be 
wonderful to release all precon
ceived notions of what we 
should be—of what is expected 
of us—of whether we are right 
or wrong, good or bad, to just 
let go even for a brief few 
moments each day to let God 
image us?

Some years ago I took flying 
lessons. I have always felt 
great when flying, as though I 
am swimming in the middle of 
the Creator’s paint pot when I 
am up there. The glorious won
der of the ever-changing sky 
has never left me. I have seen 
some incredible things in the 
clouds—messages that I have 
felt were especially for me.

One day, while go in g  
through a routine lesson, my 
instructor told me to perform a 
set of maneuvers completely 
contrary to my knowledge of

Anne Francis, popular motion 
picture and television personal
ity, has written a book entitled, 
"The Inner Space.” This is a 
chapter from that book.

the laws of aerodynamics! He 
told me to kick the rudders a 
certain way and at the same 
time make arbitrary moves of 
the ailerons. Of course the little 
plane went completely out of 
control! As we skidded around 
the sky, I looked at my instruc
tor in absolute horror! For one 
fleeting moment I believed he 
had gone mad! He read the 
panic on my face and quite 
calmly said, “Let go of every
thing!" Let go of everything? 
What an utterly stupid thing 
to say! This mess could not be 
straightened out by letting go. 
Surely it called for my manu
ally correcting the moves that



he had ordered me to perform.
He offered me no other sug

gestion, and I finally brought 
myself to follow his instruc
tion. It took great courage to 
do so, I assure you, great cour
age! I removed my hands and 
feet from the controls and 
awaited my next orders, which 
were not forthcoming.

A Great Lesson

An incredible event oc
curred! One of the greatest 
lessons I have ever had took 
place that day. Within seconds, 
the little flying machine 
righted itself, leveled out, and 
we were merrily on our way 
again as if nothing had hap
pened! This had been a routine 
lesson to show the student 
pilot that if she would just let 
go, the machine could fly itself.

I was absolutely stunned 
with the marvel of how the 
human mind had been able to 
construct a machine that 
would straighten itself out 
when left completely alone. 
Then I started to think of the 
Mind that created the mind 
that created the machine. 
There are no words to describe 
such a Mind! But there is a 
technical term that describes 
the righting action that took 
place during my lesson that 
day. It is called “inherent 
stability. ” Man built inherent 
stability into that plane. Or did

he build the plane around in
herent stability? At any rate, 
inherent stability was always 
there, even when I was fooling 
around with the controls of the 
plane and doing all the things 
that put us utterly out of con
trol. It was always there. It 
was built in. I had no knowl
edge of it. It was not a fact in 
my consciousness, and I prob
ably would have tried to com
pensate the plane’s controls 
until we were run into the 
ground! Letting go was the 
last plan on my mind. Yet, if I 
had had the knowledge before
hand, my immediate action 
when losing control would have 
been to let it go.

“Thy Will Be Done"

Meditation is getting in 
touch with inherent stability in 
ourself. It is the quieting of our 
turbulent action and getting 
back on course. Inherent stabil
ity is “Thy will be done.” How 
could we ever imagine the will 
of our Creator to be other than 
the most beautiful and far 
beyond what we could plan as 
our best action. We must begin 
to trust the Creator as the 
supreme source of knowledge 
in our daily affairs. The idea 
that we all choose games to 
play, and that it is important 
to have control over ourself or 
others, is appealing to worldly 
thinkers, but there are inherent



traps in such thinking.
Right now, realize that the 

source of your being is there in 
the midst of you. A special 
course is yours, a course dif
ferent from anyone else’s, and 
that is what makes it so ex
citing. Though we are all out of 
the same Source and are ever 
linked together as one because 
of it, we all have the beautiful 
gift of observing each other be

ing that which is all of us! Let 
us recognize the specialness of 
each other and glory in the 
wonder of it. No longer do we 
have to justify ourself. No 
longer does any one of us have 
to be right or wrong. The in
tegrity of our beingness will 
come forth, and we will be 
balanced and on course be
cause we have learned the 
lesson of our inherent stability!

BY BOB BEGGS

IN SOMEWHAT of a hurry I 
passed a flower shop. Then I 
stopped and went back. I stood 
long and silent before the win
dow, looking upon and enjoy
ing the flowers on display. 
There were great clusters of 
roses—red, yellow, and white. 
There were tall spikes of 
delphinium, carnations, and 
many kinds of orchids. Beauti
ful? Yes! Unspeakably beauti
ful. Each separate blossom was 
a masterpiece of horticultural 
care.

I stood there in rapture and 
drank deeply of the beauty,

then I walked away refreshed 
and filled with quiet joy.

For some reason I no longer 
had the urge to hurry. I had be
come lost in a meditative 
mood. The flowers were beauti
ful, yes, but in an artificial sort 
of way. Those flowers were 
grown under controlled condi
tions, in the sheltering confines 
of a hothouse. They had never 
known the caress of a summer 
rain, nor the gentle embrace of 
a twilight breeze. They were 
never kissed by butterflies, nor 
whispered to by bees. They 
were victims of commerce.



nature imprisoned and forced 
to produce beauty on schedule 
to meet the demands of the 
market.

They were beautiful, ex
quisitely beautiful, but I 
seemed to see in memory other 
beauty, natural and free—a 
field of golden daisies dancing 
with abandon before a summer 
wind, a hillside blanketed with 
violets, a parade of hollyhocks 
marching down a country lane, 
a lazy pond, sun-flected, where 
water lilies bathe their loveli
ness and flirt with darting 
dragonflies. Wild beauty, and 
free!

I was no longer on a con
gested thoroughfare, rather I 
was transported to a woodland 
scene. A yellow jasmine vine

sought desperately to hide the 
scars of a lightning-damaged 
tree. Morning glory and honey
suckle had combined forces to 
support an aged and decaying 
fence. There was a bank of wild 
roses where a thrush had built 
her nest. There was beauty, 
natural beauty and free! 
Everywhere one looked one 
could see that nature had been 
very profligate. Surely, it must 
be for some higher purpose.

The mantle that is spread 
upon the heavenly throne must 
be embroidered with such 
beauty as this.

In the beginning God made a 
garden, and it was good and 
pure, and filled with beauty.

And Jesus said, “Consider 
the lilies of the field. . . . "  0



Prosperity Is Our Birthright

A
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TO  TOUU3

BY CHARLES ROTH 

Part V I

I HAVE BEEN teaching the 
Unity message of prosperity 
for a long time, and I some
times take for granted that 
everyone realizes that by pros
perity we do not necessarily 
mean money; nor do we mean 
material objects and posses
sions alone. Prosperity in
cludes these things, but the 
basis upon which prosperity is 
built and stands includes much 
more than money and posses
sions.

Prosperity can be described 
as well-being and happiness, 
and all that goes with well

being and happiness, and this 
would include peace of mind, 
health, energy, friends, beauty, 
or work that we enjoy. Money 
and a certain amount of posses
sions are certainly a necessary 
part of well-being and hap
piness, but they are not the 
goal.

Because the words, prosperi
ty, abundance, success, and 
wealth are so closely associ
ated in race thought with 
money, it is good to reprogram 
our subconscious with a truer 
concept of prosperity. One way 
to do this is to pause fre-



quently when working with 
these ideas and principles, and 
hold this thought:

I  am attracting pros
perity to myself now. 
Prosperity is not money 
alone; it is well-being and 
happiness.
My personal prosperity atti

tude is the feeling that I am 
serenely happy, plus the knowl
edge that anything I really 
want I can have. Then, you see, 
the important thing, the thing 
I need to think about and to 
honestly examine, has not to 
do with money, but whether I 
really want it.

I have learned from experi
ence that if you sit down and 
think about what you really 
want or need, you can get it 
and pay for it in a compara
tively short time. Our real 
needs and desires are always 
equal to our consciousness of 
supply.

You may have heard some
one say, “I am not in business 
for my health.” Such a busi
ness person is not prosperous 
and never will be. We should be 
in business for both our health 
and our wealth, if prosperity is 
well-being and happiness and 
all that goes with well-being 
and happiness.

The principle behind a trea
sure map is the tremendous 
power of the faculty of imagi
nation—our God-given ability 
to construct mental pictures.

Charles Roth 
Minister 

Unity Truth Center 
Indianapolis, Indiana

A mental image is not just a 
daydream: it has a dynamic 
something in it that drives it 
toward duplicating itself in 
tangible form. Because of this 
we can be our own fortune
teller. We need no special train
ing or psychic abilities. All we 
need to do is ask ourself and 
honestly answer some ques
tions such as the following: 
What was I thinking about a 
moment ago; ten minutes ago; 
an hour ago? What do I think 
about when I lie awake at 
night; when I am driving alone; 
when I am waiting for some
one?

Ninety percent of our think
ing is in pictures, and these pic
tures reproduce themselves in 
form. So, when we honestly re
view what we are thinking and 
picturing in moments when we



are not totally absorbed in 
outer activity, we will actually 
be previewing “coming attrac
tions” in our life. The coming 
attraction might be a horror 
film, or a happy film; it might 
be a story of happiness and 
success, or a story of poverty, 
lack, and failure.

The happy Truth is that we 
can change the pictures and 
replace them with whatever we 
would most like to see. We can 
change our future, because we 
can change the mental pictures 
that shape our future. For 
while the unknowing person is 
a slave to the ability of his 
mind to make pictures, the per
son who understands the 
power of mind learns to train 
his mind to picture what he 
desires to come to pass.

There are two basic sides to 
our life: the outer world of 
form, and the inner world of 
mind. We live in both of them 
simultaneously. Most persons 
feel that the most important 
and real is the world of form, 
for that is what we have to deal 
with every day.

But if we stop to think about 
it, is this really true? Where 
did all our formed, visible 
world come from? The visible 
world is a world of effects. 
What caused those effects?

It is then that we realize that 
mind, with its pictures, its 
beliefs, is the “cause” side of 
life, and therefore by far the

most important.
Lowell Fillmore in one of his 

writings said: “Your ability to 
picture things you have not yet 
seen is the genie that will 
transform your world.”

Think about that, memorize 
it. Those words define a princi
ple that you can use to change 
your life.

In order to help the faculty of 
imagination make mental pic
tures of things we really want 
or need, we can give it a pat
tern or model to work with.

Although treasure-mapping 
works like magic, there is 
nothing magic about it. It is 
merely a training aid for the 
faculty of imagination.

Summary

Here is how to make a 
treasure map.
1. Get a piece of colored 

cardboard about 2 x 3  
feet. At the center paste 
a picture, words, or some 
kind of symbol that 
represents your total 
dependence on God as 
the source of your good.

2. Cut out and paste on 
your treasure map pic
tures of the things you 
need and desire. These 
will include material ob
jects, such as a car, fur
niture, and others, but 
they no doubt will also 
include things, such as



travel, friends, or a job 
that will be more en
joyable or more suitable 
to your talents.

3. Place your treasure map 
in a place in your home 
where you will see it 
often so that the visual 
prayer request will 
become impressed in 
your subconscious mind. 
It is always helpful to 
say, “Thank You, 
Father!” or “I am

grateful!” each time you 
look at your map.

Do not feel that you have to 
fill your treasure map right 
away. Let it grow by itself. Do 
not hesitate to make changes if 
you are led to new awareness of 
certain needs or desires.

Jesus said, “And whatever 
you ask in prayer, you will 
receive, if you have faith.” 
Treasure-mapping is asking 
visually.

(To be continued)

Unity is a link in the great educational move
ment inaugurated by Jesus Christ. Our objec
tive is to discern the Truth and prove it. The 
Truth we teach is not new, neither do we claim 
special discovery of new religious principles. 
Our purpose is to help and teach mankind to 
use and prove the eternal Truth taught by the 
Master.—Charles Fillmore.



THE CHRIST 
CONSCIOUSNESS TEST
BY DANA J. VOGHT

SOMETIMES WE experience 
a change of pace in life, espe
cially after successfully work
ing through a challenge. The 
struggle is over, new insight re
ceived. With joy we adjust to 
the good circumstances sur
rounding the heightened con
sciousness.

As a result of this happening 
in our life, we may find ourself 
temporarily on a spiritual pla
teau. We really enjoy the rest 
for a while. Then the Lord of 
our being nudges us and we 
find once again that we are dis
satisfied with our present view 
and are seeking further heights 
and greater vision.

Of this we can be sure: when 
we ask for spiritual growth, our 
prayer is always answered. We 
will receive, although the re
sponse may come to us in a 
subtle fashion that could be 
overlooked or disregarded as 
unimportant.

A few months ago this hap
pened to me when I asked God 
for more meaningful medita
tion. The answer to my prayer 
came in a dream.

Finding myself in a large 
classroom, I observed that all 
men and women students, qui
etly taking a written test, were 
neat and good-looking. The 
atmosphere was calm and 
orderly.

When each one finished the 
paperwork, a woman professor 
came to the individual’s desk 
and looked briefly at the an
swered questions. Then she in
structed the student either to 
leave or to stay.

Feeling dismay for those who 
left, I wondered to myself at 
the number of them who were 
being sent away as unfit. They 
all looked worthy to me, so I 
voiced my thoughts to the 
teacher.

They Did Not Pass

She explained firmly and 
clearly, “They did not pass the 
Christ consciousness test.’’ As 
I accepted this mystical in
formation, I awoke from my 
night’s sleep.

God often communicates 
special messages to us through



dreams. From the beginning of 
recorded history, those seeking 
spiritual identity have known 
this. The understanding comes 
to the dreamer along with the 
dream.

So it was with me. I under
stood immediately that the 
students were my thoughts 
and feelings, the thoughts and 
feelings that I have all through 
the day.

My desire had been for a 
truer, more meaningful medita
tion experience. This, I clearly 
perceived, is possible for any of 
us only when we have deliber
ately cleared the classroom 
that is our soul of all unworthy 
thoughts and feelings. Medita
tion is effective only to the 
degree that we retain, all 
through the day, its qualities 
that give us peace of mind and 
heart.

Thankful for the great love 
and the tenderness with which 
my Lord was leading me, I sent 
forth my fervent prayer, “Oh, 
dear God, I want all my 
thoughts and all my feelings to 
pass the Christ consciousness 
test.”

Jesus Christ told us that we 
are His friends if we do what
ever He commands us. One of 
His requirements is, “You, 
therefore, must be perfect, as 
your heavenly Father is 
perfect.”

Heretofore, with limited in
sight many of us have falsified

this instruction. We have re
garded it as an impractical 
ideal, too lofty for our serious 
application. The general at
titude has been not to be con
cerned with momentary trans
gressions of consciousness. 
They don't matter, we rational
ized, as long as we remember to 
pray and meditate occasional
ly. One old-time religious 
leader was heard to say, “Just 
be as good as you can. God 
knows you can’t be perfect.”

Dana J. Voght 
Minister, Unity Center 
of Huntsville, Alabama

We Should Be Perfect

Today we are coming to 
realize that Jesus meant ex
actly what He said; that we 
should be perfect, even as our 
heavenly Father. We are His 
beloved sons and daughters 
whom He is ever drawing to



Him in perfection.
The Lord of our being will 

keep nudging us until we are all 
that we are created to be. We 
can no longer skim over the 
Truth of Jesus’ teachings. It is 
evident to us today that we are 
being held accountable for 
every idle word spoken audibly 
or in the silence of our mind 
and heart. The necessity is ob
vious that we must claim do
minion over our inner world be
fore we can receive full author
ity and perfection in the outer.

When we once accept this 
divine order of expression, our 
days become more interesting 
and fruitful than we have ever 
experienced in the past. We are 
led to watch our thoughts and 
our feelings—all of them— 
every moment of every day.

Motivated in this way, I dis
covered something: I had de
luded myself. Heretofore, my 
thoughts and emotions had 
seemed to me to be neat and 
good and orderly, even calm, 
peaceful, and worthy. I discov
ered that there were many- 
more than I would have 
guessed—that could not pass 
the Christ consciousness test. 
They needed to be dismissed. 
Without my being aware, these 
occupants of my consciousness 
had been dragging at my soul 
and pulling me down.

Watching our every thought 
and emotion can be like a 
game. Whenever we feel dis

turbed, tense, or unhappy, this 
is the alarm signaling us to 
look within. As though peering 
into a darkened room for a hid
den culprit, we search out the 
fault that needs dismissal.

Perhaps we will find un
wanted attitudes invoking 
criticism and condemnation of 
self or others, limiting patterns 
involving fear of ill health, 
loneliness, poverty, or fear of 
our own unworthiness. We 
need to clear out these delu
sions to make room for God 
and Truth.

Whatever negation we find 
when we examine ourself can 
be dismissed by refusing to 
ever think or feel that way 
again. It is God that we love 
and would emulate. We do not 
give error thought and feeling 
the power received from repeti
tion. At the very moment the 
incorrect attitude starts, we 
stop it. We simply and quickly 
affirm the Truth. If necessary, 
we go apart as soon as possible 
and meditate upon this Truth 
until we are relaxed and accept
ing and one with Christ con
sciousness regarding it.

It is surprising how much of 
the outer work with which we 
are occupied in a worldly way 
becomes unnecessary once our 
inner classroom is cleansed. 
Negation and limitation de
mand worry and compensa
tion, both of which consume 
time and energy.



Escape from Reality

The outer work we make for 
ourself because of our hang-ups 
serves as an escape from facing 
the core of the problem within 
the personal self. With the dis
covery that most of our mean
ingful, everlasting work is in
ner work, comes the realization 
that outer busy-ness is not 
righteousness.

When the classroom that is 
our soul is cleansed, we draw to 
us whatever is needed in an 
outer way. The tremendous 
physical and mental effort in
volved before is gone, for it is 
the Christ within that draws 
our good to us. When the class
room of our soul is cleansed,

0 f com ecom ing
By Marjorie Didinger

Jeweled moments there are 
of splendid light 
that to each soul appear, 

When Oneness seems to say 
“What joy, once more, 
to have you here!”

And then as if such light, 
prolonged, would blind 
our earthmade eyes,

It steals away, its gift bestowed, 
And awaits the next soulrise.

our meditation time is enriched 
with new meaning and greater 
vision. I found that my prayer 
was fulfilled.

The consciousness of a sin
cere Truth student is ever more 
joyous and successful. As we 
accept our lessons of life, we 
nurture the growth of our one
ness in Christ. We are learning 
every moment of every day to 
think God-thoughts more and 
more purely and to feel God- 
love more and more perfectly.

Only in this way have we a 
right to claim the friendship of 
Christ. When we do His com
mandments, we know that we 
become perfect even as our 
heavenly Father is perfect.

This is our reason for living.



THE POWER OF AFFIRMATIONS

The Use and Misuse 
of Affirmations

B Y JERR Y FANKHA USER 

Part IV

IN THIS FINAL part, we will 
look at some ways that we 
misuse the affirmation process 
and how we can organize our 
affirmations in a more orderly 
manner. I will also suggest 
another step-by-step method in 
structuring our affirmations.

Affirmations are like specific 
prescriptions for certain as
pects of yourself that you want 
to change. When a physician 
gives you a prescription, it is 
directed toward a specific 
physical ailment. Many per
sons with whom I have worked 
complain that affirmations do 
not work, and one of the major 
reasons is because their affir
mations are of a general na
ture; none is specific. There is a 
place for a general affirmation 
about life and yourself, but if 
all affirmations are general 
they become a denial process.

Secretly we are hoping that if 
we say them long enough, we 
will not have to deal with what 
we are denying.

I remember a woman who 
had been affirming, I am draw
ing to me a man who will make 
me happy, and she was wonder
ing why no one was asking her 
out. When the suggestion was 
made to her that she needed to 
forgive and release her ex-hus
band, her immediate reply was, 
“Oh, I’ll never forgive him; he 
really did me dirty.” This 
woman was using the affirma
tion to deny what she needed to 
deal with in her life, and the 
reason she never got dates was 
because she still had a man in 
her life (her ex-husband), and 
she was maintaining that rela
tionship on the thought level 
by giving her hurt feelings 
energy. When she went on a



date, there were really two men 
and not one. Also in her affir
mation she was asking some
one else to make her happy and 
no one can make another per
son happy. If we expect some
one else to take responsibility 
for our happiness, we have 
copped out on ourself. This 
woman was using her affirma
tion to deny what she needed to 
see in herself, hoping that it 
would just go away.

Another way we can misuse 
affirmations is to have too 
many going at the same time. I 
have seen people who have 
come in with pages and pages 
of affirmations, trying to use 
them all, or persons who began 
new affirmations each week, 
discarding the affirmations of 
the preceding week. Using 
affirmations in this manner can 
become laborious and a burden. 
We may feel that a volume of 
affirmations is bound to have a 
heavy effect. This idea comes 
from our culture and says that 
volume and amount are most 
important—quantity, not qual
ity. Yes, we may find a heavy 
effect by using a great many af
firmations, but the weight is 
only a burden. Many people 
may plant seed thoughts but 
never take time to water and 
nourish these new plants, so 
they soon die.

Neither will it produce 
positive results if we affirm a 
new thought without supply

ing the action needed to bring 
it into form. A man once told 
me, “I’ve been using an affir
mation about finding a better 
job, but nothing has hap
pened.”

“Have you been looking and 
reading in possib ly  new 
areas?” I replied.

“Oh no, it will come if I wait 
long enough,” he said.

He was expecting magic. 
There are affirmations about 
certain things that need action 
beyond just the affirming pro
cess, and failure to follow up 
with this action can mean that 
the person is not really willing 
to take responsibility for mak
ing this happen. Affirmations 
operate under certain laws, and 
if we do not follow these laws 
the desired results will not be 
forthcoming.

Working at affirming is 
another misuse of this process 
and only creates energy blocks. 
Working at affirming is like 
working at trying to go to 
sleep, you only make the situa
tion more frustrating. Becom
ing quiet is vital to maximum 
efficiency of the process. Using 
the I  am peaceful and calm ex
ercise creates a quiet climate 
and tells the mind what you 
want to do for the next few 
minutes. In other words, it 
gives a direction to the mind 
and focuses the energy toward 
a specific goal. If we im
mediately begin our affirma-



tions without calming ourself, 
we only add new thoughts to 
thoughts already going on in 
our mind, and this lowers the 
effectiveness of the affirma
tions by diffusing the energy. 
At this point, we feel that we 
are working at affirming.

It is also wise not to expect 
instant results. The results 
may come quickly, but to be 
constantly looking for results 
is like planting a seed then go
ing out each day and digging it 
up to see if any growth has 
taken place. We must begin 
and continue. When we make 
affirmations regularly and 
consistently without anxious 
expectation, and put our faith 
in the mind dynamic process, 
the results begin to occur.

How to Organize 
Your Affirmations

The affirming process must 
be handled in an orderly, or
ganized manner. Organizing 
and structuring your affirma
tions help to channel energy 
into these thoughts in an or
derly manner, measuring the 
focusing power of that energy. 
If our life is orderly, we use less 
energy and can get more ac
complished. It is the same with 
organizing affirmations. Let 
me suggest a structure that 
can give order and direction to 
your process.

Step 1. As was suggested in 
Part III, begin the process 
with five to ten minutes of re
laxing and calming down using 
the affirmation, I am peaceful 
and calm. Repeating this 
thought can create a climate 
within you that enables you to 
slow down the mind so it can 
focus clearly on the affirma
tions.

Step 2. Choose one general af
firmation to help create an 
overall climate in the mind, an 
affirm ation that centers 
around a basic truth about life. 
Let me give some examples: 
There is one presence and one 
power in my life, God the good 
omnipotent; I  am love, I  am 
loving; I  am in the divine flow 
of life. Choose one that is per
sonal to you.

Step 3. Now choose two re
leasing affirmations. Releasing 
is an important part of the pro
cess. If we do not release a per
son, situation, or attitude, we 
are continually expending ener
gy, keeping it alive in our mind. 
Remember, anything we will 
not release, we are a slave to. 
Any person you hate, you are a 
slave to, and you will create 
only hate within yourself. 
When you release the hate, you 
open the creative and positive 
channels so that love flow can 
move through you once again.

To release means to face a



person or situation honestly. 
When we begin using a releas
ing affirmation we will find 
ourself reexperiencing some of 
the pain and hurt that have 
been harbored. Let me illus
trate this process. Many of us 
have boils inside ourself. These 
boils represent events and 
situations that have been pain
ful and yet never have been 
allowed to heal. We carry those 
sensitive areas around inside. 
When a situation occurs that is 
similar to one of our inner 
boils, we not only react to what 
is happening in the present, we 
touch that boil and find ourself 
experiencing the pain of all 
past similar experiences. You 
might say we have inner sen
sitive buttons that start a pro
jector and rerun past films of 
the same experience.

We need to be aware of the 
boils, to go in and lance them, 
eliminate the poison (releas
ing), and allow the air to begin 
the healing process.

As you make your releasing 
affirmations, you will find 
yourself experiencing some of 
the past feelings, and you may 
become sensitive to present 
situations that are similar to 
the source of past hurts.

A woman that I have coun
seled over a period of time had 
many past experiences (boils) 
of people making her feel 
guilty. As she became aware of 
that fact about herself and

started the releasing of those 
people (especially her mother), 
she made the following com
ment: “I really am sensitive to 
people making me feel guilty, 
and it seems now that as I am 
releasing these persons and 
situations, I am running into 
this problem with everyone I 
meet.” What was happening? 
She was becoming aware of the 
degree and intensity of that 
problem, and also the length of 
time she had been into that 
game. As she continued the re
leasing process, she was more 
aware of how long it had been 
going on. Releasing always 
makes us more aware of what 
needs to be released and 
changed. As she continued to 
release, she was now more 
aware of that problem and saw 
it in relation to all those people 
with whom she had been play
ing this game. Her basic affir
mation was in reference to her 
mother, so as her awareness 
and releasing continued, she 
was able to stay out of the 
game and to take more respon
sibilities for herself. Every 
time she was able to catch this 
game in operation and deal 
with it in a firm but kind way, 
she was releasing more of the 
past poison, and she found that 
her present relationships also 
were improving.

The second part of the releas
ing statement is to end the af
firmation with a positive



thought. You have released 
and let go; now you need to 
draw something to fill that 
space. The woman mentioned 
above used the affirmation I 
release my mother to her 
highest good and myself to my 
highest good. Here she was 
releasing, neutralizing, and af
firming something positive in 
one statement.

Not only can we use releas
ing in reference to persons, but 
also for specific personality 
changes we want to make. Let 
us assume you have a fear of 
the lack of money. Of course if 
you let this fear thought be 
predominant, you will have no 
money. An affirmation that 
could be used to work on this 
fear is: I release my fear of lack 
and accept the abundance and 
prosperity of God. If you had 
problems with dependency or 
feeling obligated to others, you 
could use: I  release my fear of 
dependency and obligations 
and accept the freedom and 
responsibility of God.

A good way to find what you 
need to release is to make a list 
of your fears and choose two of 
them that are the strongest, 
then make a releasing affirma
tion about them. Why not do 
that right now?

Step 4. Create two positive af
firmations that describe what 
you want to develop in your 
personality, perhaps the

Jerry Fankhauser

characteristics you desire for 
yourself. For example, I  am a 
self-confident person; I  love pa
tience; I  am expressing my feel
ings in an open and honest and 
responsible way; I  am taking 
responsibility for my feelings 
and allowing others to take 
responsibility for their feelings, 
and others.

Step 5. End your list of affir
mations with one or two bless
ing affirmations for someone 
else. I send love and blessings 
to (name); I  send forth whole
ness and health to (name); 
God's blessing and love are go
ing forth now to (name).

Step 6. Close by sitting and 
being quiet, allowing yourself 
to experience the joy of inner 
peace and harmony. Repeat I 
am peaceful and calm, quietly.

An example of how you could 
set up your own affirmation 
process is:

1.1 am peaceful and 
calm. (Five to ten 
minutes.)

II. General affirmation: I 
am love, I am loving. 
(Repeat ten times



with feeling.)
III. R eleasing affirma

tions: I  release my 
mother to her highest 
good and myself to 
my highest good; I  
release my fear of lack 
and accept the abun
dance and prosperity 
of God.

IV. Positive affirmations
about your personali
ty: I  am a self-
confident person; I 
love patience. (Repeat 
each ten times with 
feeling.)

V. B l e s s i ng  af f i rma
tions: I  send blessings 
and love to (name).

VI. Sit quietly and re
peat, I  am peaceful 
and calm, then stop 
all thinking and enjoy 
the inner peace.

Earlier in the series I sug
gested another order for using 
affirmations. Choose the one 
that seems best for you.

The six steps can give you an 
ordered structure for your af
firmation process, focusing 
your mind energy in a positive 
direction.

Situational Affirmations

Along with going through 
the six steps each morning and 
evening, there are times when 
we need situational affirma
tions. If you are having an im

portant meeting coming up in a 
few days, you might want to 
have an affirmation for that 
meeting to help create a posi
tive climate within yourself. 
The meeting on Tuesday will 
be a positive experience for me, 
could be an example. This does 
not mean that there may not be 
problems, but you will be 
creating your own personal at
mosphere and attitude for that 
meeting. Many businessmen 
with whom I have worked use a 
positive affirmation before see
ing each client. School teachers 
who have learned this method 
use it before school each day to 
prepare their own mind cli
mate. One doctor uses I  am 
peaceful and calm before he 
goes into surgery. Some house
wives use an affirmation before 
cleaning their house so they 
can minimize their negative at
titude toward that task.

Situational affirmations can 
help keep the neutralizing pro
cess going and create a health
ier climate for a specific situa
tion.

What has been suggested in 
this series is just a starting 
point. It can work for you if the 
effort is made. It has worked 
for me and for those who have 
taken it seriously. It is not 
magic, but a way to help you 
grow and expand as a person, 
and to open yourself to the 
abundance of life that is yours.

End of series. ©



By Hettie Wallace

Awake my soul!
A golden dawn is breaking,
Yours for the taking 
Is the glory of the East.
Rise, be made whole,
Be one with divine power,
It fills the universe, and can this very hour 
Supply your every need, for faith in God released 
Moves mountains to fulfill your highest goal.



THIS DAY HAS within it the potential for what we are planning 
to be, to do, and to have. Each day holds the promise that out of 
expectation can come satisfaction. Edwin Markham says it like 
this: “We men of earth have here the stuff of Paradise—we have 
enough . . . Here on the paths of every-day—Here on the com

mon human way . . . Ours is 
the stuff sublime to build Eter
nity in time!”

To paraphrase the lines of 
this poem, we have spiritually 
what it takes for the kind of liv
ing we want right where we 
are. There is no limit to the 
amount we may have. The stuff 
is here. Our part is to claim it, 
work with it under law, and 
build according to plan-idea. 
This means that we have some
thing to do.

As inhabitants of the earth, one of our purposes is to understand 
potential; to know that we have what it takes to work with it; to 
learn how to relate desire to its blueprint-idea for building; and to 
work until we see what we want on the path of every day.

The word potential here means an invisible power or quality in 
spiritual Source, capable of development into actuality. Since we 
are made in the image of God, we have within us the feeling of 
being spiritual. When we stir up this feeling and strengthen it, we 
can touch the invisible potential, and we become a part of it in con
scious contact. The blueprint-idea is a program for building desire 
into satisfaction. We can study the blueprint and learn the laws 
that govern building until we know and operate them like buttons 
on a switch—when we push a button, the light goes on.

We understand now that the needed stuff is here, so this moment 
is pulsating with potential for breakthrough. The essence of 
whatever we are looking for is in formative action. As we learn how 
to touch the action and how to direct the forming of results, we will 
have a sublime task.

A moment may seem fleeting, yet the working power of a mo
ment of electricity is tremendous. The working power of a moment 
of eternity is more tremendous. We can be one with working power 
in an instant and thus become the instrument for its movement. 
We either use each moment or we lose it. It is up to us.



We are always in a moment. 
Moment and moment added 
together make the days and 
years of living. We think 
several thoughts a moment, 
and each thought is helping or 
hindering, to some degree, the 
breakthrough of knowledge. 
How deeply do we realize the 
importance of the present 
moment? Are we letting mo
ments come and go, using them 
without doing enough about 
potential? Do obstacles get in 
the way? Is there delay, 
discouragement? We do not 
want to let ourself be side
tracked. We need to find out 
what to do with these things, 
and go on toward our goal. It is 
said of Albert Einstein that 
when he had a moment's time, 
he spent it working on a paper 
about relativity. See where it 
took him. Making moments 
useful, he became a great scien
tist.

The dynamic now can be put

Sustaining Light
My God,
Your rays of peace
shed like glitters of sun . . .
become my own
are absorbed—body and soul;
beaming, I’ve born a bloom
for You.—Janna Russell.

into whatever pattern we 
choose, for the inner man and 
for his world. Potential is ever 
in atomic movement, available 
to men who understand the ex
pansiveness of its dimension 
and who will work to touch a 
new depth in understanding, 
the depth that reaches the 
unused greatness of Being. We 
want our world to be pro
gressive. We want our life to be 
filled with health, content
ment, and security. Are we 
working to understand how to 
relate spiritual values to every
day living? Are we working to 
understand how to relate the 
divine to the human? Are we 
willing to do what we under
stand?

The Psalmist says, “My soul 
thirsts for God, for the living 
God.” The “soul thirsting” of 
the Psalmist centuries ago is 
the same as the deep inner 
yearning of some persons to
day. When God is able to get 
through to our mind and heart 
in understanding, the soul no 
longer wants or thirsts because 
the “stuff of Paradise” is mov
ing in apparent understanding. 
The potential of eternity moves 
in and through us.

When we become fully awake 
to the meaning and the power 
of this ever-onward urge that 
we feel—think what “we men 
of earth” will have, “Here on 
the paths of every-day—Here 
on the common human way.”



PRAYER
POW ER
Excerpts from letters to Silent 
Unity, quoted with permission 
of the writers.

Baby Healed

D e a r  S i le n t Unity: Thank you so 
very much for your prayers.

My one-month-old grandson 
was rushed to the hospital and ad
mitted for severe vomiting and 
diarrhea. After many tests, it was 
discovered that he had a staph in
fection in his bloodstream and a 
virus in the intestinal tract. One 
day he would be a little better and 
then for a few days he would be 
worse.

One morning his hospital report 
was very discouraging. 1 remem
bered the prayer room  at Silent 
Unity so I placed a call to you and 
asked you to pray for our baby. 
Forty-eight hours after I placed the 
call, the baby was well and re
leased from the hospital.

1 will never forget this ex
perience and I will never be able to 
thank you and G od enough. 
— D .C .K . ,  U tah.

Literature Praised

D e a r  S i le n t  U n ity : Please accept 
this humble gift of love for the 
wonderful help you have been to

me. I am truly grateful for the 
teachings of Unity.

I felt I had a very grave prob
lem, both physical and emotional. 
Although I was feeling quite ill and 
weak, something urged me to 
clean out my closet. In the process 
of doing so, I came across a little 
booklet, “Triumphant Living,” 
and in the midst of all the mess I 
had created, I sat down and read 
this booklet.

1 know without a doubt that it 
was truly inspired, as two of the 
articles were written especially for 
me. Twelve hours later, I felt like a 
different person. I have received 
strength and hope and peace and 
1 thank G od for this healing and 
for Unity literature. — D. S . , 
C a n a d a .

Proper Perspective

D e a r  U n ity : Negative appearances 
got the best of me the other eve-

To call for prayer help, phone 
(816) 524-5104. (If you have an 
urgent need and have no means 
of paying for a call, dial our toll- 
free number: 800-821-2935.)



"Unity magazine has many 
reports of answered prayer," a 
friend wrote. "Why don’t you 
write about prayers that are 
not answered?"

It is a good question. All 
prayers are not answered, or if 
they are, it may not be in the 
way we expected. Some of the 
things I have hoped for most 
dearly and prayed for most 
urgently, I have not gotten.

But as to why some prayers 
are not answered as expected, 
we could engage in endless 
speculation. Because I believe 
we draw our own lives to us, I 
believe there is a reason for all 
that happens. My world be

comes what it is because I am 
what I am; but also I become 
what I am because my world is 
what it is. We are such complex 
beings—untold elements of 
consciousness forming the pat
tern of each one of us—that I 
have always felt it was largely 
futile to look for specific 
causes. The forces at work in us 
and on us are very deep, and 
trail off into what—in part at 
least—can only be unknowns.

Jesus said, "And whatever 
you ask in prayer, you will 
receive, if you have faith." Two 
elements—desire and faith- 
are at the root of all that hap
pens to us in our life. But the

ning. 1 telephoned you and a love
ly woman talked to me. 1 felt a 
wonderful, beautiful peace com e 
over me and everything went back 
to its proper perspective.

Thank you. —P.M., P e n n s y l 
van ia .

Employment

D e a r  S i le n t  U n ity : I telephoned 
you asking for prayer help as 1 had 
been out of work for eight months 
and was penniless, without further

credit and resources. I had given 
up hope and stopped trying.

Through your prayers and your 
faith, 1 was employed just six days 
later. I stand in awe, as nothing 
before has so enraptured my 
spirit, my body, and my soul.

After talking with a beautiful 
lady in the prayer room, I felt love 
and faith working through every
thing that 1 am. One moment later 
1 was completely relaxed, know
ing that I was in God's hands with 
nothing to fear, nothing to be con-



Silent Unity
James Dillet Freeman

intensity and singleness of 
desire, the extent and com
pleteness of our faith—these 
are difficult to measure and 
analyze.

This is why we in Unity hard
ly ever write about prayers 
that are not answered. If the 
reasons can be ascertained at 
all, it would probably be only 
after long and probing inquiry, 
and in large part not even then.

So in our publications we 
stress what we believe will 
bring about answers to prayer. 
We may not know why some 
prayers are not answered as ex
pected, but we know when 
prayers are answered, it is

because someone had an in
tense desire to have the answer 
come and believed with all his 
heart and soul and strength 
and mind that the answer 
might come. “Lord, I believe; 
help thou mine unbelief,” the 
man said to Jesus.

Is there anything better that 
we can do? We pray and we 
write what we believe will help 
friends in need to cast away 
their doubts and turn to their 
inner Lord and lay down their 
heart and mind before Him and 
rise in faith that His will of life 
and love is done.

cerned about. Through those few 
days until your faith had been 
manifest, not for one moment did 
I doubt that your prayers had been 
answered. 1 thank G od for 
you . — C a lif o rn ia .

Cancer Cure

D e a r  S i le n t Unity: Over two years 
ago prayers were requested for 
my sister. Her diagnosis was ter
minal cancer.

She accepted her treatment,

radiation and chemotherapy, with 
a relaxed and positive attitude. 
She saw herself being healed, and 
she was an inspiration to others. 
The prayers of friends and their 
genuine love and concern helped 
her to see that other peop le really 
do care.

Now her doctor has taken her 
off all treatment. She is cured! The 
healing power of G od’s love was 
manifest. G od bless you in your 
se rv ice  to mankind. — C . P ., 
C a n a d a .



“My Mission”

D e a r  F r ie n d s : I have written you a 
number of times in the past year, 
asking for help. My husband felt 
the need to m ove back to Califor
nia, only because he cou ldn’t find 
happiness in the area we had ch o
sen to retire in. I felt a great deal of 
resentment over this m ove for 
many personal reasons.

Your many letters of Truth 
helped me during this period of 
turmoil. Many important decisions 
were made with ease because of 
G od’s guidance: the selling of two 
homes; the purchasing of a lovely 
home in the new location; the 
packing went smoothly. But most 
important of all, 1 was directed to a 
letter that had been written in 
1918, given to me just a few 
months ago by a member of the 
family. A beautifully written letter, 
fading ink making it even more 
precious. This letter was written by 
a very dear grandmother, directed 
to my folks. It was titled “A Pro
phecy.” The letter contained 
Truth statements about the first 
three children of my parents. I was 
the third child. The last sentence 
of that letter read: “ . . . and 
may she ever be faithful to the 
mission where-in she was sent.”

After reading this line, I was 
enveloped with love, and 1 saw 
G od’s message there in those 
words. My prayer was answered. 
My mission—to help my dear hus
band! He is a wonderful man who 
needs to find his true self. Now I

know I can help him to find God. 
With this awakening, I have been 
able to communicate with my hus
band along this thinking. I have 
been able to open that so-called 
hard shell he has supposedly hid
den behind. It’s a tiny crack, but it 
is a start!

I suddenly realized that all sense 
of resentment had completely 
disappeared. We have now re
newed our faith, our hope, and 
our love, and we are both ready to 
make this move to an area where, 
thirty-eight years ago, he took me 
as a bride.

I am truly grateful to you for 
your help. — J .L .C . ,  C a l if o rn ia .

Kicked Drug Habit

D e a r  S i le n t  U n ity : I am enclosing 
a love offering in thanks for all 
your prayers for me and my dear 
ones.

Since I first called you in a 
desperate time of my life, I have 
been blessed by your constant 
prayers and letters of hope.

My son had been on drugs and 
was in so much trouble, but your 
prayers have seen him through 
and he has kicked the habit and 
now wants to help others. I am 
sure he will never return to that 
habit again. His court case came 
out fine as your prayers for justice 
and compassion were met.

Thank you for opening my 
mind, heart, and life to receive 
G od’s blessings on me and my 
dear ones.— L .C . ,  C a l if o rn ia .



Watchword:
IMAGINATION

Building the Christ 
Consciousness

BY FRANCES W. FOULKS 

Part IX

Beloved of God:
My mind has been filled re

cently with the wonderful 
achievements that have been 
made in aviation. These are no 
mere human accomplishment 
but a stirring in our con
sciousness of our innate power 
and dominion over all that was 
created before us—the heavens 
and the earth. This is but 
another step in the union of the 
human mind with the divine, 
another milestone in the jour
ney back to the Father's house 
where there are no more obsta
cles, barriers, or difficulties to 
be overcome. The water, the 
earth, and the air are all being 
made subservient to our needs.

Through the fuller use of the 
air by radio, television, and 
airplane, the race conscious
ness is being lifted, and it is 
glimpsing, even though yet in a 
small degree, the possibility of 
Omnipresence, that state in 
which time and distance cease 
to be elements for considera
tion. We Truth students are 
few in comparison to the whole, 
who conceive of the fourth
dimensional or spiritual realm 
as an omnipresent state in 
which the Christ mind rules 
supreme. But through the few 
holding to this vision it shall 
come to pass. Finally the whole 
race will enter into its glorious 
living.



Only a few of our ancestors 
caught glimpses of the things 
that now constitute life's pri
mary comforts, conveniences, 
and pleasures. One of them 
though, working by the light of 
a wood fire, conceived of a bet
ter method of conquering the 
night and making it useful. As 
a result torches, vessels with 
wicks, and candles came into 
use. Someone by candlelight 
formed in mind the picture of a 
more convenient and better 
mode of lighting, and lamps 
were the result. Someone by 
lamplight looked beyond the 
narrow range of the lamp's 
rays and visioned the darkness 
filled with radiant light, and 
Omniscience waiting to ex
press used the channel thus 
opened to give to the race the 
manifold uses of electricity. ^4s 
with lighting, so has it also 
been that from slow and te
dious communication of person 
with person, we have come to 
instantaneous communication. 
Through the invention of faster 
and faster vehicles o f con
veyance, slow and tedious 
methods o f travel have given 
way, thus lessening time and 
seemingly distance in arriving 
at desired destinations.

Christ is truly omnipresent. 
All of the wonderful inven
tions, all of the marvelous 
achievements are gifts from 
the One who lives with us and 
knows our needs. This is His

planet and we are His people, 
and through Him all the riches, 
all the wisdom, all the good of 
the Father's creation are ac
cessible to us. But we must 
grow to the consciousness that 
is capable o f receiving better 
things. It has always been 
someone who has seen beyond 
the present limitations who has 
been chosen as a pioneer in the 
coming good for the race.

You and I  can be channels for 
the Master to use in bringing 
His kingdom into visibility. 
We can do this by giving 
thanks for every achievement 
as our fuller awakening to our 
divinity, by keeping our vision 
on the destined goal of unity 
with the Father, by maintain
ing steadfast faith in Omni
science, Omnipotence, Omni
presence, and by letting the 
world see in word and deed 
that we are companioning with 
Jesus Christ.

Our watchword for the 
month is imagination. Let us 
take this for our standard and 
make the mortal mind come 
back to it every time it would 
image otherwise.

IX. Imagination

Meditation: Have this mind
am ong y ou r
selves, which is 
yours in Christ
Jesus (Phil. 2:5).

We are ever exploring the



realm of the seeming impossi
ble, seeking to penetrate the 
mysterious, conjuring up have- 
beens and may-bes, through 
our mind. The faculty we use 
for this purpose is called the 
imagination, and by the use of 
it we continually run ahead of 
our manifestation. We do not 
use it always for our highest 
good. Our experiences of today, 
happy or sorrowful, were 
brought into being by the im
agings of yesterday, and 
today’s imagings are laying 
the foundation for the experi
ences of tomorrow. This is the 
power that the imagination 
holds in regard to the experi
ences of life. It is a picture- 
maker—sometimes a mischief- 
maker—an artist of the mental 
realm, and through it we paint 
the canvases that are hung in 
the gallery of the subconscious. 
These pictures are the patterns 
or models the law uses to pro
duce conditions and circum
stances in body and affairs. 
But, you say, you never in all 
your life held in mind such a 
picture as this thing that has 
come upon you. Perhaps not at 
one time, but one image and 
then another has formed a com
posite picture from which this 
experience took its likeness. 
Neither a tree, nor a cloud, nor 
a hill, nor a stream alone con
stitutes a complete picture, but 
all of these painted in one at a 
time make the picture that

covers the canvas.
God is not mocked, and He 

tells us that what we sow, we 
also reap. This law rightly used 
is the greatest blessing given 
to us, for by its righteous use 
we can repaint all the canvases 
of the subconscious after the 
patterns of the superconscious, 
thus making of our world a 
heavenly place, a place of peace 
and joy and glorious living.

The imagination is God- 
given and should be God- 
directed. It should be used in 
seeing only according to the 
“pattern shown in the Mount,” 
the “good” of the original crea
tion. Instead, we have used it 
to lead us out of Eden into the 
deserts and waste places, into 
dark valleys and deep waters, 
into laboring hard for our daily 
bread and nightly bed, into 
poverty, pain, and sorrow, even 
through the valley of death. 
We have, in imagination, put 
ourself and our loved ones in 
such places as one whose mind 
was stayed on God could never 
go. Worries and anxieties— 
fears of poverty, robberies, and 
accidents, loss of position and 
loved ones—fill the thoughts of 
one whose mortal mind is in 
control. If the forgiving love of 
Jesus Christ did not contin
ually soften all these pictures 
the race long ago would have 
extinguished itself through its 
error imaginings. Even before 
the earthly manifestation of



the Christ, God spoke through 
the prophets to a rebellious 
people: “I have loved you with 
an everlasting love; therefore I 
have continued my faithfulness 
to you” (Jer. 31:3). “I led them 
with cords of compassion, with 
the bands of love, and I became 
to them as one who eases the 
yoke on their jaws, and I bent 
down to them and fed them” 
(Hos. 11:4). ‘‘But they did not 
know that I healed them” 
(Hos. 11:3).

Only with the imagination, 
the imaging power, can one 
bridge the gulf between the 
human and the spiritual. But 
over this bridge Spirit brings 
back into the natural all that 
we perceive as our own. Spirit 
knows only the good; our 
senses are full of error. We can 
only express in our life the 
good of Spirit by turning from 
the vain imagings of the mortal 
to that which is true and good 
and holy, and holding to these 
pictures until the old ones are 
erased and the law brings the 
higher ones into manifestation. 
Even as an artist with infinite 
patience rubs out and repaints 
that which is not according to 
the picture in the mind, so 
must we erase error imagings 
and put in their place those 
which accord with the Christ 
pattern. We have only to be 
still and look deep within and 
we will find the perfect pictures 
our soul holds as models.

The promise is: ‘‘Seek and ye 
shall find.” Seeking we shall be 
led from ignorance into a 
knowledge of the purity, 
wisdom, and goodness of God, 
into constant companionship - 
with Jesus Christ, and into do
ing those works which He did.
We will be led into a con
sciousness of our divinity, into 
an expression of our birthright 
which the soul has ever held as - 
the ultimate aim and end of all 
accomplishment. Some work to 
do, you say? Yes. Hard? Per
haps. But the end justifies 
every effort, every sacrifice, 
every crossing out that it may r 
take to train this faculty into 
right seeing. It is only when 
the mind becomes stayed on 
God that we find that place in 
experience of which Paul 
wrote: “And we all, with 
unveiled face, beholding the 
glory of the Lord, are being 
changed into his likeness from 
one degree of glory to another”
(II Cor. 3:18).

Think deeply of the picture 
you are placing into the sub
conscious to become a living 
thing to be met with at some 
future time. Is it a picture of 
love and patience and tolerance 
you are painting, even as the 
one of the Master Painter when 
He said: “Neither do I con
demn thee”; or is it one of 
hatred and intolerance, of 
criticism and condemnation 
that is taking form to return a



like experience? Is it a picture 
that expresses faith and cour- 

* age and powerful living, such 
as the Way-Shower expressed 
before you, or is it one that 
holds doubt and fears, weak
ness of desire and emotion? 
Are you painting pictures ac- 

, cording to the pattern in the 
Mount, of health and success 
and abundance, or do your pic-I; tures hold so much disease and 
poverty and failure that noth- 

' ing beautiful or glorious can 
.come forth from them? Is the 
gallery of your subconscious 
hung with occasions of kind 
acts, loving words, just deci
sions, righteous judgment, of 
crossing out of selfish desires 

} --ani-unholy ambitions, of temp- 
^  tations met and conquered?

Unity Churches, Centers,
_ and Teachers

I f you would like to know the 
location of your nearest Unity 
church or center, and cannot 
find it listed in your telephone 

_ directory, please write to The 
Association of Unity Churches, 
Unity Village, Mo. 64065. They 
will be glad to give you any 
desired information about 
Unity churches or classes in 

„ your vicinity.

Have you any pictures in your 
consciousness of the Christ 
birth, the baptism of the Holy 
Spirit, the transfiguration, the 
resurrection and ascension of 
the human into the divine?

You and I have the power 
within us to change any condi
tion of body or environment if 
we earnestly and steadfastly 
hold to the good and give 
thanks that it is already 
accomplished. We do not have 
to seek the way or means, we 
have only to seek God, and Om
niscience will lead us where we 
of ourselves could not go; will 
give us that which we of our
selves could not have; will ac
complish that which we of our
selves could not do. There is a 
perfect body, even the Christ 
body; there is a heavenly place, 
even the habitation of peace 
and beauty; there are perfect 
conditions, even harmony and 
love; there is an overflowing 
treasury, even the rich sub
stance of Spirit; there is a plain 
path, even companionship with 
Jesus Christ. When a need or 
desire arises, think on these 
things, and the pictures formed 
from them in your mind will be 
so pure and so powerful that 
they will take form in all the ac
tivities of your life.

God bless you and keep you, 
beloved. May you now get the 
clear vision of your Christ 
likeness, and express it in all of 
your living.



HAPPY BIRTHDAY! It cer
tainly is a happy day, the 
celebration of the day of your 
birth. On that day, at that 
time, God placed on this great 
planet Earth a very special 
creature—you! He breathed 
the breath of His life into your 
being, and in so doing be
stowed upon you the gift of 
Himself. The divine nature of 
God has been recreated in you 
by Him!

Is this not something to cele
brate? This is your day to re
member G od’s gift to you at 
your birth—the gift of His own 
divine nature.

Why are you looking for 
happiness? You have happi
ness. You have given it to 
others. How can you give 
something unless you have it 
to give?

Why are you looking for 
love? You have love—you are 
love. This, too, you have given 
to others and again, to give it 
you must have it. Do you see 
how complete and how wonder
ful you really are?

As you celebrate this won
derful you that you are, remem
ber, the Source of this very 
special you is God! As you 
start showing forth this spirit 
of God that is within you, it 
will start working in your life 
to produce great things for 
you. Always remember to 
acknowledge that the power 
working for you is G od’s 
power, not yours. If you should 
claim the power and the glory 
it produces as yours, the flow 
will stop.

While you are acknowledg
ing Him in all your ways, you



are putting your life in His 
hands and letting Him guide 
and direct you, and all will be 
well. This will happen only 
when you get yourself out of 
the way and let Him flow 
through you as you.

Yes, as you. God is within all 
of us, but we all express Him in 
our individual way. There is 
not another human being in the 
world who is exactly like you, 
so there is not another human 
being in the world who will ex
press the God within exactly as 
you do. You may share many 
characteristics with a number 
of people, but not all their char
acteristics.

You are different.
You are unique.
You are special.
God has ordained it so, and 

so it is.
All persons can give happi

ness to others, but not in ex
actly the same way that you 
can. Other people can give love, 
but never in just your way. 
Everyone’s way of expressing 
the spirit of God within them is 
needed. Your individual way is 
needed. This is the Christ with
in you—your individual expres
sion of the spirit of God that 
dwells within you.

Congratulations on being 
you! The world has need of 
you, for you are a part of the 
whole and the world is not com
plete without you.

When you know this, doesn’t 
it give you a different attitude 
about the world and everybody 
and everything in it? The world 
is waiting to receive your own 
individual expression of your 
divine nature—the Christ in 
you.

It is a wonderful feeling to 
give, and what you give comes 
back to you in greater measure. 
Now that you know what you 
were given at birth, try giving 
it to the world. God is love. 
You are love. Just think of how 
much you have to give. Love is 
like a diamond, it has many 
facets that make it shine and 
sparkle. To me, the most 
needed aspect, or facet, of love 
is understanding. If you can 
give understanding where it is 
needed, the gift is a priceless 
one—and you have it to give. 
Freely have you received and 
freely you should give.

You have all the divine 
aspects; you were given them 
at birth. You can give them to 
others or not. The choice is 
yours, because along with the 
gift of His divine nature, God 
also bestowed upon you the 
gift of free will. Choose to give 
and you choose to live. When 
you give, it will be returned to 
you when you need it. This is 
the working out of the law of 
the universe. Just as it is the 
spirit of God within you that 
prompts you to give, so the 
same spirit in another person



will prompt that person to give 
to you at just the right time.

So congratulations on being 
you, a creature endowed with 
the divine nature of God which 
you can bring forth and live 
from, and in so doing, enjoy a 
full, happy life which can be

shared with others.
Go forth every day for the 

rest of your life knowing that 
you have your place in the 
world, that the world has need 
of you, and you have much to 
give as only you can give it.

Happy birthday! ©

! ÎlMhlmah ofiove
By Dorothy Fulton

God’s love—the ultimate 
Giving, forgiving,
Surrounding, satisfying,
Consoling, creative, reconciling love 
Confronts me in Christ.

I can turn my back, but like the sun, the 
Warmth remains and 
Relentlessly reaches out to 
Remind me of its presence.

I can close my eyes, but like the earth on 
Which I stand, it 
Supports and sustains whether I 
See it or not. I

I can hide in the darkness, but my 
Blindness makes me seek the 
Light of the world, who 
Lures and leads me to Life.

G od’s love—finding my 
Lostness and filling my 
Loneliness with the 
Living presence of Christ.



BLOOM WHERE 
YOU ARE PLANTED

B Y MAR Y MAE OESCH

IT IS OBVIOUS that many 
persons miss the joy and fulfill
ment they might experience be
cause they consistently hold to 
the “grass-is-always-greener” 
view of life. They feel that they 
could be happy if they lived 
somewhere else, if they had 
another job, if they had other 
companions. They imagine 
that contentment lies in having 
another’s talent, in being 
wealthy, or in freedom from 
irksome responsibilities. L ife’s 
fields and meadows grow tan
gled thickets of malcontents 
who gaze longingly over a 
fence of their own building to 
“green pastures” across the 
road or on some nebulous 
horizon.

Usually we are where we are 
at the time for some good 
reason or to serve some worthy 
purpose. Strictly speaking, we 
are wherever our consciousness 
has brought us. So if we are 
often frustrated, bored, rest
less, or disgruntled by our ha
bitual way of life; if we feel 
trapped by duties that our con
science will not allow us to 
shirk or by circumstances that 
limit our activities, we need to 
find out why and begin right 
now to prepare for a change. 
We grow by change, by search
ing out new frontiers and new 
opportunities. Change is an in
evitable process in life’s on
going. If, after prayerful con
sideration an environmental or



some other outward change is 
truly indicated, then by all 
means we should follow 
through with a plan that seems 
wise, and find a new “garden” 
that is better suited to our 
nature, capabilities, or re
sources. Transplants, when 
properly cultivated, can be 
quite successful.

However, many of us will 
need to fall back on a version of 
the well-known prayer: “Oh, 
Lord, grant me the strength to 
change things that need chang
ing, the courage to accept 
things that cannot be changed, 
and the wisdom to know the 
difference.” While it is true 
that “with God all things are 
possible,” there are times when 
the inner voice of wisdom re
veals that radical outward 
changes are neither wise nor 
feasible. Are we, then, stuck in 
the same old rut? By no means!

Every improvement begins 
with an inward shift in at
titude, a fresh approach, and 
new receptiveness to positive, 
constructive ideas. Sooner or 
later we must learn that places, 
persons, or conditions do not 
determine our happiness, but it 
is our own inner state of mind 
and understanding. The first 
necessary changes are within 
ourself. Abraham Lincoln once 
said that most folks are about 
as happy as they make up their 
minds to be.

An office worker who was

dissatisfied with his job saw a 
poster with the slogan, “Bloom 
where you are planted.” The 
saying was not new, but hav
ing had no particular interest 
in flowers, the man had not 
previously given the words 
deep thought. Could this figure 
of speech have any meaning for 
him now?

The man felt that his boss 
was unfair, irritable, and over
ly demanding; some of his co
workers lazy, dull, and uninter
esting, and others, malicious 
scoundrels. Surely his own 
work had gone without recog
nition or proper reward, and he 
was an unnoticed cog in a 
machine that needed oiling.

What the man most wanted 
was a different job with some 
other company. But since he 
seemed to be stuck where he 
was, what would happen if he 
experimented with the idea of 
learning to “bloom” where he 
was “planted”? Somewhat 
dubious, but curious, his first 
change in attitude was to 
substitute “planted” for the 
thought of being “stuck.” If he 
were planted, he was meant to 
grow, and he began by learning 
all he could about the overall 
goals, policies, and methods of 
his company. When he asked 
himself how he could do his job 
better, the answer was self- 
evident. He began to be con
sistently prompt; he took more 
interest in the accuracy of in-



voices, reports, and records, 
and less in water-fountain 
gossip; he worked more cheer
fully and became too absorbed 
in his work to be a clock
watcher. Several of his sugges
tions for improving office pro
cedure were adopted.

The man began to eat lunch 
with various fellow workers, 
learn their hobbies and view
points, and to purposely look 
for commendable traits in each 
person. Even the boss seemed 
to be a changed man. Or was it 
the boss who had changed?

At length, having prepared 
himself by learning to bloom in

his own way, the office worker 
attracted what he had wanted: 
the offer of a better job with 
another firm. But now the 
transfer did not seem so tempt
ing. There were opportunities 
for advancement within his 
own company. A heart-to-heart 
talk with the department head 
resulted in a promotion, an in
crease in salary, and a brighter 
outlook for future growth 
within the company. Today 
this same man is a division

director, busy and happy in his 
work teaching others how to 
bloom where they are planted.

The experience of an eighty- 
year-old woman, a retired 
teacher, was similar to that of 
the office worker, except that 
she arrived at contentment by 
a somewhat different route. 
Reluctantly she had given up 
her private apartment for a 
permanent residence in a home 
for the elderly. A Truth stu
dent of long standing, she ac
cepted the change with a deter
mination to make the best of it. 
But religious and cultural dif
ferences, the regimented daily 
routine that denied her per
sonal independence, and the 
complaints of unhappy com
pan ion s soon  made the 
challenge almost intolerable.

When a friend suggested 
that the octogenarian learn to 
bloom where she was planted, 
she began to search for ways in 
which she could improve her 
situation by blooming accord
ing to the Truth ideas she 
already knew. She devoted in
creased time to prayer and 
meditation, to Unity literature, 
and to her Bible. She recalled 
the apostle Paul’s predicament 
when as a prisoner of the 
Romans he wrote: “I have 
learned, in whatever state I 
am, to be content.” What was 
Paul’s secret? He had already 
stated it when he told the 
Christians at Philippi to think



about whatever is true, honor
able, just, pure, lovely, gra
cious, excellent, and worthy of 
praise. Was not this philoso
phy summed up in the words of 
a hymn that came lilting into 
the former teacher’s memory?

“Serve thou the Lord with 
perfect heart,

Not somewhere else, but 
where thou art.”

In earlier days, Paul had 
been the “bantam rooster" 
type of person—daring, aggres
sive, sometimes overly zeal
ous—and occasionally he was 
chased out of town because of 
the new teaching he espoused. 
Surely he must have chafed 
and fumed under the limita
tions of Roman bondage. Yet 
there he was doing his most im
portant work through letters 
to friends—letters that would 
guide and inspire literally mil
lions of Christians through the 
ages. Paul had learned to 
“serve . . . the Lord with per
fect heart."

One of the ways in which the 
elderly teacher served the Lord 
was by maintaining a consis
tently cheerful, optim istic 
viewpoint, an active sense of 
humor, and an attitude of grat
itude-even on the occasional 
“blue days" that would other
wise have enveloped her in a 
fog. She was highly apprecia
tive of the commonplace beau

ty within her immediate “gar
den"—a stately tree outside 
her window, a familiar melody, 
a fresh-scented geranium, a 
smile on the face of one who 
served devotedly. She found 
something to praise in each of

her companions, including 
those who vied for attention 
through criticism or com
plaints. She joined group ac
tivities and craft projects that 
had not previously interested 
her, and found them rewarding. 
Gradually her “blooming” per
sonality, her enthusiasm for 
life and beauty, and her com
passion for others brought a 
new circle of friends; and 
because of her, others began to 
bloom in their own way.

Both the octogenarian and 
the office worker had much in 
common with a young mother 
who felt “hedged in” by the 
needs of three preschool chil
dren. Her greener pastures 
were in some vague, far-off 
future. Perhaps when the 
youngsters were older, she 
might take a job outside the 
home. But she realized that the



first six years comprise the 
most impressionable period of 
a child’s life. She had a twenty- 
four-hour-a-day job right there 
at home; and even though she 
loved her family, she indulged 
often in self-pity. Was it right 
that she should need to sacri
fice a career for her children's 
sake?

One day while the young 
mother was transplanting 
some flowers to bring indoors 
she found herself joining the 
current trend of flower lovers 
who talk to their plants. Hav
ing finished her task, she 
unceremoniously plopped three 
clay pots on the step and chal
lenged the flowers: “There
now! I dare you to grow!” 
Then for the first time in a long 
while, she laughed at herself, as 
something within her whis
pered, “Take your own dare.” 
She and her family were them
selves transplants, in that her 
husband was part of that vast 
mobile army of executives 
whose companies transfer 
them from one city to another. 
The young mother realized 
that some of her present 
discontent stemmed from the 
fact that she had not yet taken 
root in the new community.

Suddenly the sight of the 
perky plants in their new, 
decorative crockery combined 
with a vision of the three 
precious treasures napping in
doors. A surge of love for her

dear ones and for life in general 
overwhelmed her. “Why, I 
should be happy as a lark right 
here and now,” mused the 
young woman. “I can bloom 
wherever I ’m planted, 
whatever the season, the place, 
or the circumstance; for I am 
already involved in a most 
honorable and rewarding 
career. A mother is not only a 
flower in her own right, she is 
also chief gardener for the 
family. Mine is a multiple op
portunity. As I grow and 
bloom, I offer sunshine and 
sustenance to help my family 
bloom, too. Those three young 
plants indoors will require all 
the tender, loving care my hus
band and I can give them. The 
stronger our faith is rooted in 
God, the sturdier will be the 
spiritual roots of our children. 
The better our relations with 
church, friends, and communi
ty, the better adjusted our off
spring. The stronger our love 
for God and for one another, 
the more secure and confident 
each child will grow. There are 
so many seeds to plant and 
cultivate, so much teaching of 
the basic verities and values 
and a ttitudes—who could 
name them all? But what a 
joyous prospect, what a—”

A cry from indoors inter
rupted the mother’s reverie, 
then a second voice was joined 
by a third. Happy growing, 
Mom! 0



God 
Is in My 

Little Finger
BY GRACE DOROTHY RUSSELL

GOD IS IN my little finger. 
God is in my little finger! What 
an earthshaking statement to 
make to a seven-year-old girl. I 
was the little girl and it was my 
twelve-year-old brother who 
spoke those awesome words to 
me. Adults often forget the 
deep things of life children dis
cuss with one another. A child 
is still filled with the wonder of 
life and, with one fearless 
plunge, will dive into the 
depths of the sea of Truth and 
come up with a pearl of great 
price.

All this happened long ago as 
we children walked to school. 
In the early morning freshness 
we revea led our secret 
thoughts, dreams, and ques
tions to our companions and 
we often found answers that 
served us for years to come.

This particular morning it was 
my brother who was my com
panion. His five-year seniority 
gave him an advantage of one 
“speaking with authority.” We 
had had many close (and 
closed) sessions. Sometimes it 
was in the kitchen in the long 
northern winter evenings after 
lessons were finished that we 
would put away books and hap
pily retreat into the privacy of 
the kitchen to prepare a huge 
dishpan of white, airy, mouth
watering buttered popcorn to 
be munched along with juicy 
red apples. Dad and Mother 
were politely served in the liv
ing room but we remained un
disturbed in the intimate com
panionship afforded by the 
friendly warmth of the wood 
cookstove. Such vital ques
tions as: Who do you love





more, Dad or Mother, or Aunt 
Grace (an only aunt) or Mamie 
(our only grandmother); or, will 
you marry when you grow up; 
or, where do we go when we 
die? were often the subjects of 
our conversation.

So while walking to school 
that fall morning, we could 
enter quickly into a rapport 
that needed no buildup. What 
prom pted  the question, 
“Where is God?” by me, is no 
longer remembered. But my 
brother’s answer was swift and 
sure: “Why, God is every
where.” “Everywhere?” was 
my response. A broad sweep of 
his hand allowed me to compre
hend, to a degree, the all- 
inclusiveness of God’s pres
ence. But, the climaxing state
ment which followed descended 
upon me with a thunderous im
pact that left me speechless, 
questionless, and motionless: 
“God is in your little finger.”

New, Wonderful World
I walked the remaining 

blocks to school enveloped in a 
mental shroud of inexplicable 
mystery, entered the school- 
house in an unaccustomed 
daze, and quietly took my seat. 
For me, the rest of the school 
day was blanked out. I was in a 
new and wonderful world of my 
own discovery. I sat quietly 
through the academic routine, 
oblivious of the teacher’s voice 
and my classmates’ answers,

for my whole attention and 
gaze were centered in studying, 
pondering, and wondering at 
my little finger that had until 
now, been so small, so insignifi
cant, so unnoticed. Could it 
really be the abiding place of 
God Himself? Where my 
brother had received this pro
found Truth, I cannot say. I do 
not recall any further discus
sions on the subject. He has 
long since left my visible 
world. I can recall the happy 
childhood experiences we 
shared, but to me this remains 
the most significant.

Many years later following a 
tragic personal experience, I 
began a pinpointed search to 
know God. Gradually I found 
myself growing in a deep 
realization of the Omnipres
ence. “There’s not a spot where 
God is not” became a favorite 
phrase for me to remind myself 
of the loving Presence. But I 
now wonder if I could have 
come to know so intimately the 
Immanence of God, had I not 
been so perfectly instructed by 
my big brother speaking so elo
quently on that long ago morn
ing. This is his greatest gift to 
his little sister and one I trea
sure, for it prepared me to take 
an arduous path which I had to 
travel alone and but for the 
light of God's Presence going 
before me as a “pillar of cloud 
by day and a pillar of fire by 
night,” I might have been so



completely lost in a wilderness 
of my own doubts and fears 
that my rescue would have 
been only remotely certain.

Revolutionary Discovery 
Emmet Fox has said: “The 

doctrine of the Allness and 
immediate Availability of God 
is, beyond any question, the 
most revolutionary as well as 
the most important discovery 
that the human race has ever 
made. The Immanence of 
God . . . means that God is 
instantly available to any 
human being who will turn to 
Him in thought for healing, for 
inspiration, for help of any 
kind. The discovery of this fact 

? is easily the most important

event that ever happened for 
either the race or the indi
vidual . . . that the power of 
God, Infinite Power, and Intel
ligence, and Love, can be 
brought to bear upon every one 
of our problems and that we no 
longer have to depend upon our 
own feeble and flickering 
efforts.”

I possess no rare and pre
cious jewels to be kept in a 
strongbox safe from thieves 
and robbers. Instead, I can 
cherish secretly and wear 
openly the beautiful jewel of 
love that shines with undimin
ished brilliance on my little 
finger which God has chosen 
for His dwelling place.

0
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THOUGHT IMAGES
What I  image in mind is 
molded in omnipresent 
substance, and I  behold 
plenty for everybody.

EVERY TIME we go to a 
movie we are witnessing a 
likeness of what is constantly 
taking place in our mind. A 
likeness is an imitation or

repetition of a thing. The pro
jection into visible action of a 
series of small images by a 
motion-picture machine is the 
copy of a process that we all 
use, the picture-making ability 
of our mind. However the pic
ture-making ability of our 
mind is a far more substantial 
thing than the weak imitations
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Fillmore

of the movie camera. We clothe 
our mental pictures with flesh 
and blood, while the movie is 
merely shimmering shadows.

It is true that persons who 
are shallow in their grasp of the 
deep things of life image weak
ly, and the projections of their 
minds are transitory. But 
those who have meditated seri
ously on the source of existence 
and have stirred up the inner 
substance and life make very 
substantial pictures in the 
universal ether or “kingdom of 
the heavens.’’ An image pro
jected from the head alone, 
which has not made union with 
soul substance, is a mere 
flickering will-o’-the-wisp that 
shimmers for a short moment 
in the mental marshes and then 
fades away.

There is a vast difference be
tween the thought images of an 
intellectual thinker and those 
of one who has access to the 
spiritual substance and life 
within. One may make brilliant 
pictures in the ether, but they 
are without the substance and 
life that are so essential to the

structure of things eternal. 
Jesus illustrated this in His 
comparison of the man who 
builds upon rock with the man 
who builds upon sand. The 
house built upon sand soon 
falls, but the one built upon 
rock (substance) endures when 
the winds and floods descend 
upon it.

Spiritual insight or discern
ment shows us that Divine 
Mind, which created in the be
ginning, must still be carrying 
forward the universe and the 
man that it originally con
ceived. It also shows us that by 
projecting the perfect picture 
of ourselves that God pro
jected we shall behold its 
perfect manifestation.

Paul says that we shall at
tain the glory of the Lord by 
degrees: “from glory to glory.” 
Jesus said, “In your patience 
ye shall win your souls.” So 
many of us have visions of the 
perfect man, as had John on 
Patmos, and we are so eager to 
be like him that we get impa
tient and eagerly grasp at the 
many “promising” short cuts 
into the kingdom.

But we should be constantly 
reminded that there are no 
shorter cuts than those taught 
by Jesus. He said that the 
kingdom of heaven suffered 
violence under John the Bap
tist and the other prophets up 
to the time of John and that 
the violent took it by force.



Then He called attention to 
John the Baptist as the rein
carnation of Elijah. Of all the 
old prophets Elijah was the 
most violent and destructive. 
He at one time called down the 
fire of Jehovah and destroyed 
four hundred of the prophets of 
Baal. This violent and destruc
tive rise of the power of the 
word finally reacted on the 
cells of E lijah’s body and 
burned them up, and he was 
taken up into the heavens in a 
chariot of fire.

It is popularly taught that 
Elijah is a saint in heaven, but 
this cannot be true because, as 
Jesus plainly taught in Mat
thew 11:14, he appeared again 
in the earth as John the Bap
tist. Neither did John get into 
heaven. He expressed the Eli
jah spirit by condemning 
Herod and then having his 
head cut off by way of reaction 
to his destructive thought. All 
this instructs us in the power 
of our mind to bring peace, har
mony, and health into our life 
by right thinking. All that 
Jesus taught about man and 
his mighty mental capacity is 
being confirmed by modern 
psychology and by the discov
eries of science in the realms in
visible. For us it is not only a 
privilege but an absolute neces
sity to bring forth that perfec
tion of character and form 
which was originally imaged in 
our soul by God-Mind. 0
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I L L U M IN A T I O N - T h e  attain
ment of the Christ consciousness 
calls for nothing less on our part 
than a definite recognition of 
ourself as children of G od right 
here and now, regardless of ap
pearances to the contrary. Jesus 
showed us the way to wisdom.
The light that shone through 

Jesus Christ also shines 
through me. I am wise, 

confident, secure.
H E A L IN G —When Jesus said, 
“The words that I have spoken 
unto you are spirit, and are life,” 
He touched the inner Christ word 
which created all things. His 
spiritual words were vivified with a 
life essence and moving power, 
and are the seeds of a divine life.

The life that filled Jesus 
Christ also fills my mind and 
body. I am strong, healthy, 

vitally alive.
P R O S P E R I T Y -  With a clear 
understanding of the relation that 
ideas bear to their manifestation, 
we can approach God with confi
dence. We have access to the 
real, unlimited creative ideas 
which motivated Jesus.

The motivating spirit that 
was in Jesus Christ also 
motivates me. I am pros
perous and successful.



By Jim Rosemergy

There was a time when I thought 
God walked beside you,

But now I see God moves 
with every step you take.

There was a time when I thought 
God loved you,

But now I feel you are the love 
I often speak of.

There was a time when I thought 
God had blessed you 

But now I know you 
are His blessing for me.



THE IDEA To answer 
readers’ questions about 
anything related to increased 
spiritual understanding and 
deeper integrative growth. To 
discover not only what people 
are asking but what people 
are thinking about in the area 
of beliefs and practices in the 
world within and without. To 
help others—and us—in the 
spiritual search. To stimulate 
the search itself.

Questions
< > » !.%^ Quest j

. . . with answers by 
MARCUS BACH

Medication, Meditation
Question: In H. Emilie Cady's 
book How I Used Truth, on 
page twenty-eight, she writes: 

When once you have put 
any matter into the hands 
of the indwelling, ever
present Christ, in whom 
there is at all times an ir
repressib le desire to 
spring to our rescue and 
to do all things for us, do

not dare to take the mat
ter back into your mortal 
hands again to work out 
for yourself, for by so do
ing you simply put off the 
time of His bringing it to 
pass.
How do I  reconcile this 

statement with the use of 
medication, manipulation, doc
tors, therapeutic exercises or 
any other type of material 
therapy? Since I  also believe 
in these and use them, can 
this be the reason why my 
healings do not manifest 
themselves or appear very 
slowly and in most cases only 
temporarily? I pray, meditate, 
and read for about an hour 
early every morning. Please 
clarify this.

AJ

Answer: Your letter echoes 
similar questions from many of 
our readers. How does one 
reconcile medication with 
meditation? Are doctors in
struments in the spiritual heal
ing process or do they often 
stand in the way? How do we 
know when we are using mere
ly “mortal hands” or when the 
path to healing is spiritualized? 
So, let’s set down some guide
lines as we confront this in
teresting subject.

The title of Dr. Cady’s book 
How I  Used Truth, gives us an 
insight into its contents. It is a 
highly personalized, biographi-
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cal confession, deeply philo
sophical and persuasive be
cause it was born out of her 
triumph over suffering, search
ing, and pain.

Bear in mind that she was a 
medical practitioner. Unable to 
cure herself or to be cured after 
more than two years of inten
sive struggle, defeat, and 
desperation involving body, 
mind, and spirit, she cried out, 
“Why, why this failure? You 
told me in the vision that if I 
would give up the old way and 
trust to You alone, You would 
prove to me Your sufficiency. 
Why have You failed to do 
this?’’ This was followed by 
more questions, more illness, 
more trials until she took a leap 
in faith and exclaimed, “There 
is only God; all else is a lie.” 
With this she opened her “mor
tal hands” and a miracle of 
healing took place.

Let’s consider your question 
about reconciling spiritual 
healing with “material prac
tices” under two headings:

1. Medication and Spiritual 
Healing. In my major reference 
book on drugs, “Facts & Com
parisons,” are listed more than 
ten thousand drug products. 
Since this is cumulative only 
up to the beginning of 1977, by 
now we can add three thousand 
more. The book tabulates the 
dangers of side effects, adverse 
reactions from drugs, contrain
dications, and warns physi
cians and patients about 
overuse, overdosage, misuse, 
and careless consumption. 
Compared to the curative ad
vantages cited, the danger fac
tors are so graphic and haunt
ing, one wonders whether it 
would not be better simply to 
brace yourself and endure the 
pain of the disease rather than 
to take a chance on the horren
dous reactions.

My consideration in regard 
to mixing drugs with spiritual 
healing is:

a. If drugs work counter to 
a natural healing pro
cess, they work counter 
to spiritual healing.

b. If you trust in drugs to a 
point where they become 
your “indwelling power” 
you are dealing with 
“mortal hands” and im
pairing your channel for 
spiritual healing.

c. God as Healer is God as 
total life, and the faith 
and courage to discern 
where drugs belong in



the equation is what the 
use of Truth is all about,

d. The answer whether you 
as a spiritual healer 
should use drugs is up to 
you. If you work with 
other practitioners in 
the field of what you 
called “material thera
py,” the answer is up to 
you and them.

2. Medical and Non-medical 
Practitioners and Spiritual 
Healing. The healing power of 
God obv iou sly  manifests 
through physicians, surgeons, 
chiropractors, osteopaths, and 
other qualified exponents of 
the healing arts. Surrounding 
the professional healer with 
light and love has been a 
recognized principle among 
Truth students and spiritual 
healers since time immemorial. 
But to regard the professional 
healer in any field as infallible 
is unfair and unwise. No one is 
infallible whether he be an 
Albert Schweitzer who in Lam- 
barene practiced the principle 
of “a reverence for all life,” or a 
Christian Barnard of Capetown 
who persists in his audacious 
attempts to transplant living 
hearts from lower primates in
to human beings.

For spiritual healers and 
practitioners in “physical 
medicine” to work together re
quires deep understanding on 
the part of all concerned. The 
insight into this interpersonal

relationship is a matter of in
stinctive feeling, conscious
ness, and mystical awareness. 
The approach involves an inner 
spiritual response, a knowing, 
a guidance.

Your dedication to prayer, 
meditation, and inspirational 
reading may help you, but 
what is needed is a blending of 
the Christ mind which, when 
achieved, gets the case out of 
“mortal hands.”

Dr. Cady is talking about the 
ideal. To reach the ideal it will 
help to read, study, and live the 
concepts she presents in How I 
Used Truth. The discovery and 
utilization of the ever-present 
Christ is not to be construed as 
an objective figure or entity 
“out there somewhere,” but as 
the spirit and dynamic of 
God’s life discovered within 
oneself. This attainment re
quires a rise in consciousness 
above the average mortal view 
of things.

The goal, as Dr. Cady ex
plains in her book, is high and 
absolute. She states it as 
follows:

There is not God and a 
body.
There is not God and 
circumstance.
There is not God and 
any sort of trouble.
There is only God, 
through and through 
and through all things, 
in our bodies, in our



seem in g ly  em pty 
purses, in our circum
stances, just waiting as 
invisible Spirit sub
stance, for us to recog
nize and acknowledge 
Him, and Him only, in 
order to become visi
ble. All else is a lie.
God is.
God is all.
God is manifest, be
cause there is nothing 
else to manifest.
Such is the challenge, not 

only in healing, but in total life.
MB

Miracles and Healing

Question: Your opinion will 
help settle an argument. I  con
tend we have no right to look 
for a miracle of healing unless 
we do our part in helping it 
come to pass, and even at that 
we do not know whether the 
miracle is what God really 
wants us to have. He may 
have something else in mind 
for us. What do you think?

U

Answer: Our tendency to think 
of God as a super-person who 
thinks as we think and does as 
we would do makes all spiritual 
reasoning difficult. Our hu
man, physical limitation hard

ly allows us to reason from the 
standpoint of an all-knowing, 
all-wise, infinite, and eternal 
Being. Yes, He may have 
something else in mind even 
though we say to ourselves, 
“Now, if I were God I would do 
this or that.”

While I believe with all my 
heart that each person is a 
manifestation of God, it is 
quite a presumption to say 
that we can see total life and 
the total divine plan through 
the eyes of the Creative In
telligence and Spirit that made 
the unnumbered universes and 
scattered the uncounted stars 
and planets in lavish but or
derly fashion in unmeasured 
space. We are God and we 
aren’t God. That is the paradox 
and part of the wonder of it all. 
Aren’t you glad!

Knowing what we know 
about God as Creator and 
about God as expressed in us, 
we know enough about mira
cles to speculate that:

1 . Miracles are for those 
who deserve them.

2. Miracles are for those 
who need them.

3. Miracles are for those 
who expect them.

•4. God is love and miracles 
are some of lo v e’s 
expressions.

5. God is law and miracles 
do not set laws aside but 
reveal hidden truths 
about the laws of God.



6 . The more we know about 
God’s love and God’s 
laws, the more we under
stand the meaning of the 
"miraculous.”

7. It can be argued that 
Jesus refused to ask for 
a miracle on His own 
behalf when He said, 
“Not my will, but 
thine.”

8. Jesus, knowing God’s 
law and embodying 
G od’s love evidently

knew the secrets behind 
miracles and demon
strated them.

9. A miracle differing from 
the one we desire may be 
the miracle we need.

10. It would seem to be a 
fair assumption that to 
experience a miracle of 
healing we should do our 
part to the best of our 
ability through both 
faith and works.

MB

Save Now
for Christmas Giving!

Send today for a Unity Prosperity Bank 
and begin saving for your Christmas gift 
order of Unity books, magazines, and 
cassettes.

The Prosperity Bank Plan is a seven-week drill for increasing 
your prosperity consciousness. Each day you affirm abun
dance as you p lace  a coin in the Prosperity Bank. At the end 
of seven weeks, you can use the money saved in the bank to 
buy Unity literature and cassettes—ideal Christmas gifts for 
relatives, friends, and acquaintances.

For your free Prosperity Bank and com
plete instructions for its use, write:

UNITY PROSPERITY BANK 
Unity V illage, Missouri 64065



AS TRUTH STUDENTS we 
need to give serious thought to 
what the term occult really 
means. We need to make a 
meaningful spiritual evalua
tion of the occult in order to 
consider whether it has any 
validity in our life today.

Everywhere we look there 
seems to be a marked increase 
of interest in all things occult. 
Certainly we see this interest in 
the growing popularity of 
books whose titles hold the 
promise of top secret spiritual 
information. Yet the occult is 
nothing new.

The lure of the secret, the 
hidden, the esoteric, the magi
cal key that could give one un
conditioned control over his en
vironment has always titillated 
the mind and whetted the de
sires of man. This was demon
strated by the hordes of people 
who gathered to witness the 
miracles of Jesus. Perhaps 
many of these people were in
trigued by the demonstrations 
of His unusual, unexplainable 
powers. We see evidence of this 
same motive in the case of 
Simon the Sorcerer, who 
wanted to buy the secret 
wisdom and power from the 
apostle Peter. Countless secret 
s o c ie t ie s  have appeared 
throughout history. Many of 
them have claimed the descent 
of their occult lore from dim an
tiquity through a succession of 
“illumined ones.”

WHAT
THE

OCCULT
REALLY
MEANS

BY BERNARD DOZIER

Occult is a broad term—a 
catchall word—that covers 
nearly all of the territory not 
trad itiona lly cla im ed by 
science or religion. Physical 
science has tended to deny the 
existence of anything that 
could not be logically, sequen
tially, and thoroughly ana
lyzed. Religion for the most 
part has likewise rejected as 
heresy any manifestation of



wisdom or power that has been 
displayed in unorthodox ways 
or through anyone other than 
authorities recognized by 
organized religion. Therefore, 
the body of occult wisdom is 
made up of human experience 
that has been considered unex
plainable, perhaps objection
able, fraudulent, dangerous, 
heretical, or diabolical. In 
short, everything that has been 
denounced by science or 
religion may fall into this 
category. We find many dif
ferent kinds and levels of 
phenomena lumped together 
under the sole heading of “oc
cult.”

Some of the subjects that 
have been called occult are cer
emonial magic, spiritualism, 
witchcraft, tarot, mental telep
athy, astrology, aura study, 
alchemy, astral projection, 
palmistry, clairvoyance, clair- 
audience, telekinesis, and voo
doo, to name only a few. Even 
metaphysical Christianity such 
as Unity teaches is considered 
by some to be occult in the 
sense that it takes one to the 
reality beyond the physical, be
yond the finite, beyond the lim
itations of the realm of formed 
matter or effect.

Jesus worked to illumine 
mankind, to rescue man from 
the darkness of mind, and to 
reveal Truths that had been 
“hidden” from his awareness. 
It is clear that Jesus saw His

role as that of “Revealer” 
rather than “Obscurer.” Even 
His remarks that may sound 
occult, such as, “He who has 
ears to hear, let him hear,” or, 
“Knock, and it will be opened 
to you,” are not the words of an 
occult master. Jesus was a 
spiritual Master, dedicated to 
enlightenment, not to secrecy, 
to universal understanding and 
freedom, not to private, clois
tered obscurity and exclusive
ness. Perhaps it is this factor 
that determines the spiritual 
Master and follower from the 
occult master and follower, or 
an occult movement from a 
truly spiritual movement.

Is there validity to occult 
phenomena? What purpose 
does the occult serve? When in
stitutional religions begin to 
fail to meet needs, and when 
social and cultural values are in 
a state of flux, many turn to 
the occult. There are some per
sons who take up study of the 
occu lt for ego gra tifica 
tion—the recognition, the at
tention—whether it be accep
tance or rejection—that accom
panies identification with the 
abnormal or unusual. Personal 
control of environment is 
another dream that some oc
cult groups promise to fulfill.

Some say that involvement 
with the occult is not so much a 
system of belief as it is a 
substitute for a system of 
belief. But even this serves a



purpose in that the occult of
fers an alternative view of 
what is real. We must question 
whether the contact with reali
ty afforded us by our logical, 
intellectual capacity is the only 
valid avenue for judging what 
is real. Obviously it is not. 
Thought and feeling for in
stance, may seem to be polar 
opposites of consciousness, yet 
no one can say whether one is 
any more real than the other, or 
that one gives a more accurate 
picture of reality.

Who can say that logic is bet
ter than non-logic for perceiv
ing and relating to reality? 
They are simply different at
tempts. Because the non-logi- 
cal is different does not mean 
that it is of no value. No one 
could convince Paul on the 
road to Damascus that the 
light he saw there was of no 
value.

It is good to recognize the 
awesome capabilities of the 
mind and so to be friendly to 
the aspects of the occult which 
point man to new unity, to a 
more positive approach and ap
plication of constructive ideas 
in life, and to greater dimen
sions of consciousness. This 
avenue of thought does not en
dorse any approach that is 
used selfishly, morbidly, or 
negatively to restrict, to 
manipulate, or to glorify the 
finite and the material over 
Spirit.

Bernard Dozier is minister 
of Unity Christ Church, 
St. Petersburg, Florida.

Truth students do not take a 
dogmatic, “thou-shalt-not” 
religious approach, therefore, 
consideration of the occult is 
not taboo. But we do not en
courage preoccupation with the 
hidden for the mere thrill and 
stimulation to be gained or as 
an end in and of itself. Paul, 
writing of the charismatic 
“gifts” of the spirit (occult 
phenomena), simply said, “the 
greatest of these is love.”

In Truth every spiritual 
secret is an open secret. There 
are no unsolvable mysteries to 
the sincere Truth seeker. There 
are no formal initiations into 
Truth study, and we do not 
seek to be dependent upon 
tradition for its own sake. We 
seek only to know the Truth for 
ourself, the whole Truth, as 
plainly and as clearly as we are 
ready to perceive it. The only 
secret worthy of eternal pur
suit is the wonderful secret, 
“Christ in you, the hope of 
glory.” 0
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I think the March 1978 issue of 

UNITY Magazine is a super-duper 
one. The magazine is always 
good, but this one seemed extra 
good. As long as I live, I will 
never let my subscription ex
pire.—T. Me., Washington.

©

Your literature is getting better 
all the time! Perhaps I am more 
receptive after these thirty years. 
Life would be bland without your 
materials, prayers, and you! 
— M.O., Florida.

0
UNITY Magazine is indeed a 

blessing in my life. G od is doing 
great works through you and your 
staff. I look forward to the next 
edition. Please keep them com 
ing. I can hardly wait! —D.P., 
Texas.

0

Last week a friend brought me 
about sixteen back issues of 
UNITY Magazine, and I have

hardly laid them down. I have 
learned more the past week than 
in the thirty-seven years since I left 
Missouri. I hope my son gets half 
as much out of this magazine as I 
know I will. 1 feel I have found the 
best bargain ever offered. — J. W.. 
California.

0
I cannot send out an envelope 

to Unity without telling you that I 
am thrilled with the quality, the 
simplicity, and the elegance of the 
photographs in UNITY Magazine. 
The work in March is excellent! I 
appreciate it very much. — N.B., 
Illinois.

0
The new UNITY Magazine is 

fantastic—each article is an in
spiration. — F.H., California.

0
I must thank you for your 

wonderful publications, and for 
the help and inspiration that 
UNITY Magazine has been 
through the years. I cannot ade
quately express my thanks. 
— E.G., Colorado.
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THE STOR Y OF UNITY 
by James Dillet Freeman; 
Unity Books, Unity 
Village, Missouri 64065; 
$3.95 (Revised).

One of the most attractive 
aspects of the Unity movement 
is its thrust toward personal 
and spiritual growth and 
change. In keeping with this 
idea, Unity Books has, for the 
third time, revised and up
dated the book that has be
come a staple to those who 
hunger for understanding and 
knowledge of “the Unity way 
of life.”

First published many years 
ago as The Household of Faith, 
then reissued as The Story of 
Unity, this delightful and infor
mative book continues its evo
lutionary process under the lat
ter title.

The Story of Unity is a 
historical account of the

development of the Unity 
movement. But even more 
than that, the story itself is a 
truly inspiring one of the faith, 
love, devotion, and diligent ef
forts of Charles and Myrtle 
Fillmore, cofounders of the 
movement, and of the many 
workers and faithful friends of 
Unity throughout the years. 
Their story is told, through the 
capable pen of James Dillet 
Freeman, as only one who has 
been so closely and personally 
involved in the work could tell 
it. Mr. Freeman’s personal ac
counts and experiential com
mentaries along with the his
torical information, create a 
pleasantly readable and educa
tional book.

In addition to informational 
updating and revision, this new 
edition of The Story o f Unity is 
aesthetically enhanced with 
drawings of scenes at Unity 
Village, created by artist Liesa 
Goettel.

A new section of articles by 
Charles and Myrtle Fillmore 
captures the reader’s attention 
and creates a personal feeling 
of familiarity with them and 
with their beliefs and ideas.

The poignant, the humorous, 
the miraculous— The Story of 
Unity has been and will con
tinue to be read and enjoyed by 
all who desire to become a link 
in the worldwide spiritual 
chain that is Unity.—Pamela 
Yearsley.



This new edition updates James Dillet 
Freeman’s history of Unity, and includes selec
tions from the writings of Charles and Myrtle 
Fillmore.

Priced at $3.95, THE STORY OF UNITY 
(Revised) features a gold-embossed hardcover, 
and is illustrated with Unity Village scenes.

Use the convenient form on the flap to order 
copies for yourself and friends.
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By Dennis Neagle

Out of the primal fire of the flesh 
Uprisings of volcanic violence 
Strive their blind way lifeward.
Coded harbingers of downward divinity
Seek to take, to break the sacred circle
And in their dark entombment of the womb, begin a brain.

Deep in the midnight darkness of the brain 
Sparks the synaptic match 
And so for a mystic moment 
Ancient lines perpetually parallel 
Merge, and upon their plane (impossibly)
Birth multi-dimensional thought.

Somewhere beyond the fingered grasp, a thought 
Awaits extending itself beyond time’s reach 
Somewhere beyond coordinates of time and space 
A Mind imposes its infinite will.
Something to be born below is known above—
And in the beginning darkness the Light is good.


