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VIEW FROM
UNITY VILLAGE

Every editor should have .with the editor
a staff of able associates 
such as the one UNITY
Magazine has attracted. Too many of our good friends and readers 
tend to give me too much credit for the beauty and inspiration of 
the magazine. To such persons I can only say that my role is im
portant, of course, but without the help of scores of others, the 
magazine could not bring so much good into the world.

In addition to my name on the masthead, others are Pamela 
Yearsley, Stahr Pope, Claborn Brants, and Roy Howard.

Pamela evaluates and edits manuscripts and writes many ar
ticles, too. A good example of her writing ability appears in this 
issue—a tribute to the mother of Unity, and to all mothers. In 
every way she measures up as a top associate.

Stahr Pope is responsible for the lovely layout and design and is 
widely recognized for her talent. Ann Bregach adds her con
sciousness to the effort with her artwork and assistance in many 
other areas.
• I recognize, too, the tremendous efforts of Roy and Claborn in 
circulation and production, respectively. Scores of workers assist 
them in seeing that the magazine is expertly printed and 
distributed on time.

Zelma Cook is promotion director and head of the Art Depart
ment of Unity School. She supervises keylining of the magazine 
and arranges the artistic advertisements each month.

lone Black and Linda Castle operate ultra-modern typesetting 
equipment while Virginia May and Pamella Burke perform proof
reading duties that are as near to perfection as can be achieved.

After manuscripts are edited, they go to Virginia Lockwood who 
types them expertly, making the work of lone and Linda less com
plicated.

Space prevents a listing of all the people who do the wonderful 
work each month, but I do want you to know that the loving work 
that goes into UNITY Magazine is a real team effort. As you are 
blessed when you read the magazine, we know you are a blessing to 
each one of us.

In God’s love,

T



THIS MORNING AS I walked into my garden, the wind carried 
the sweet perfume of roses past my nostrils. I bent low to fully par
take of the fragrance and I beheld what I thought was the most 
beautiful flower ever created. I thought how wonderful it would be 
to have a garden with nothing but beautiful roses. But, just then I 
looked up and saw yellow daisies basking in the sun. They seemed 
to say, “But what about us? We add color and variety to your 
garden. Surely we must have a place among the roses."

My heart leaped with joy as I said: “Yes, lovely daisies, you 
must have your place alongside the roses, for you, too, are a 
magnificent species.” As I moved on down the path I beheld a 
fragile white lily of the valley. Its bells seemed to ring out: “Do not 
forget me, for certainly I have my place here, too.''

As I looked about my garden I realized every other flower and 
plant belonged and were in their right places. Even the prickly cac
tus seemed to realize this truth and I gazed upon it with the same 
love I had felt for the roses.

I retraced my steps through the garden, stopping again to enjoy 
the fragrance of the roses. I had learned that my garden would not 
be complete without the beauty of each plant and flower. All of 
humanity seemed to be represented in the garden and its wide 
variety of foliage. “How wise is God!" I thought. “He could have 
made everything and everyone the same, but He didn’t. He is the’ 
ultimate artist.” There in the garden I saw the various people of 
the world—the lovely yellow faces and almond eyes of Asians; the 
beautiful black skin and ivory white teeth of Africans; the dif
ferent shades of white, tan, and red-skinned people in various parts 
of the world; and eyes ranging in 
color from blue to brown to green 
and gray.

Seeing such tremendous diversi
ty, I also saw a noble unity on that 
path that leads upward 
and onward. Rama- 
krishna has said: “As one 
can ascend to the top of a 
building by means of a
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ladder or a bamboo or a stair
case, or in various other ways, 
so diverse are the ways and 
means to approach God. Every 
religion of the world is one of 
the ways to reach Him. . . . Dif
ferent creeds are but different 
paths to reach the Almighty."

In many places today, men 
and women are quarreling and 
killing in the name of religion. 
Among the cedars of Lebanon, 
in the Holy Lands, on the bor
ders of Pakistan and India, in 
Northern Ireland—even in our 
own country, the United 
States, conflict is evident. 
‘‘But they never reflect," said 
Ramakrishna, “that He who is 
called Krishna is also called 
Siva, and bears the name of the 
Primal Energy.’’ Yahweh, 
Jehovah, Christ, Jesus, 
Allah—are different names but 
all are the same God.

Again, Ramakrishna has 
said: “A lake has many sides. 
At one side the Hindus take 
water in pitchers and call it 
‘jal,’ at another the Moslems 
take water in leather bags and 
call it ‘pani.’ At a third the 
Christians call it ‘water.’ Can 
we imagine that it is not ‘jal’ 
but water only, or pani? How 
ridiculous! The substance is 
one under different names, and 
everyone is seeking the same 
substance. Only climate, 
temperament, and name create 
differences. Let each man 
follow his own path. If he sin

cerely and ardently wants to 
know God he will surely realize 
Him.”

One of the earliest Chris
tians, an apostle named Paul, 
put it very well when he spoke 
to us as being of one body. The 
Living Bible has paraphrased 
that message for us. “Our 
bodies have many parts, but 
the many parts make up only 
one body when they are all put 
together.” So it is with the 
body of humanity. Each of us 
is a part of the one body of 
mankind. Some of us are Chris
tians, some are Jews, some 
Moslems, Hindus, Buddhists, 
or of other religious persua
sions. Some of us live in 
democracies, some in socialist 
countries, others in dictator
ships. Some of us seem to have 
realized more of the good in the 
world than others, but God has 
fitted us all together in one 
body.

Yes, the body has many 
parts. If one part suffers, all 
parts suffer with it, and if one 
part is honored, all the parts 
are glad. So it is with the vari
ances in the human race. All 
persons together are the one 
body of Christ while each is a 
separate and necessary part of 
it.

It matters not the color of 
the skin nor the language that 
is spoken. It matters not what 
we call holy. Whether we pray 
in a mosque, a church, a tem-



pie, or in the still place within 
us, the where is unimportant. 
The message that I seek to 
share with you is that 
just as we live in different 
countries and cultures, just as 
we grow up with different 
customs, so do we naturally 
worship and believe and ex
press our beliefs in different 
forms. God is our Father; we

are His children. As His 
children, we are brothers and 
sisters in God. Just as all the 
flowers and plants in the 
garden, we all have a right to 
be here. We complement each 
other.

Let us then grow together in 
this garden and blossom and 
bloom and make this place tru
ly the garden of God. 0

dy*Joucjuei
By Jeri L. Andersen

May you know the Christ Spirit as a spring bouquet; 
its sweet fragrance lingering in your consciousness, 
soothing as any healing balm; 
its delicate petals pleasing to the eye;
its rich green leaves symbolic of the living Truth within you.



BY PAMELA YEARSLEY

to  Honor a
Mother-Soul

EACH OF US has his or her 
own idea of what qualities con
stitute a good mother. Dif
ferences between these ideas 
are greater in this day of “self” 
emphasis than ever before. It is 
no longer assumed that to 
become a mother one must 
meet certain requirements. To 
“mother” is not to perform a 
duty; it is an innate function of 
the soul; nor is mothering 
restricted to women who bear 
or rear children. A mother-soul 
may be expressed by and to all 
persons of all ages, no matter 
the physical relationship.

The mother-soul is the nur
turing side of human nature; it 
is a teacher, a healer, a guide, a 
protector. There are mothers 
who have children and mothers 
who do not. And, although we 
generally tend to think of a 
mother as female, males are

also blessed to possess a 
mother-soul. It is our good for
tune to live in a time when 
males are free to contact this 
side of their nature and to com
fortably and naturally express 
and enjoy the many fruits of 
mothering.

Just as men are becoming 
more aware of this facet of 
their nature, women are becom
ing more free to express desires 
and in terests heretofore 
restricted (in many minds at 
least) to men. All of which 
demonstrates that we humans 
are making great strides 
toward total integration—total 
living.

Myrtle Fillmore was one 
whose mother-soul touched the 
lives of many thousands, as 
well as those of her own three 
sons, and is still touching lives 
long after her physical transi-



tion. M yrtle’s life was a prime 
example of the many facets of 
mothering, and she was one of 
the first “mothers” to become 
aware of the necessity for 
growth and activity on other 
levels as well.

When we perceive with an ex
panded consciousness the idea 
of motherhood, we can readily 
distinguish that in all she did, 
Myrtle Fillmore expressed her 
mother-soul—personally and 
universally. She nurtured and 
she healed; she taught and she 
guided. Her way was gentle 
and calm; her posture peaceful 
and serene.

Although she was actively 
involved in most areas of the 
Unity movement as cofounder, 
perhaps her greatest fulfill
ment and her most significant 
contribution to the work was 
the e stab lishm en t and 
perpetuation of Wee Wisdom 
Magazine. This is also the most 
easily recognized example of 
the strength of her mother-soul.

In the early days of the 
movement there must have 
been, in the fertile minds of 
Myrtle and Charles Fillmore, a 
flurry of ideas on how best to 
follow the guidance they felt 
was propelling them toward 
their spiritual destinies. What 
had begun as a small intimate 
prayer group, was rapidly ex
panding into a nationwide and 
eventually a worldwide move
ment. At a time when it would

have been easy and quite un
derstandable for her to say, “I 
have too much to do,” Myrtle 
was open to still greater expan
sion of the Unity idea. Thus, 
among the diverse thoughts, 
ideas, and activities of her life, 
there was one outstanding 
question which had come to her 
in a dream: “Who will take care 
of the children?” to which her 
inner reply was that she would 
do so. Her mother-soul had 
been summoned to reveal yet 
another dimension. As with all 
her undertakings, Myrtle 
responded to the call with com
plete devotion and rejoicing. 
Rather than express dismay at 
still another duty, her reply 
had been simply, “You are to 
take care of the children; this is 
your work,” and her inner and 
outer activity began to be 
directed more and more toward 
children.

There are many who will 
wonder whether she could 
devote sufficient time and 
energy to her personal family, 
considering the enormity of her 
work within the movement. 
Myrtle answered such queries 
this way: “I have been compan
ion to one man, and have had 
three others grow up calling me 
mother. And to know stead
fastly beholding the Christ in 
these men, releasing them from 
what I might have felt they 
should do, that whatever the 
soul of them needed that I had



would be called forth through 
love and wisdom, has given joy 
and sa t is fa c t ion  in com 
parable.”

Thus, she also expressed her 
recognition of the necessity for 
all individuals to live life ac
cording to their own inner 
design. To recognize this and 
to be able to act upon it 
unselfishly is to “mother.” To 
have the capacity to nurture 
and to care for without 
smothering; to love uncondi
tionally and universally is to 
“mother.” Just as a mother in 
the animal kingdom guides and 
teaches the ways of the world 
to her young, yet trusts to 
their innate wisdom the ways 
o f the unseen and 
unseeable—trusts enough to 
eventually wean them from 
dependence upon herself—so

Myrtle Fillmore guided and 
taught and trusted her own 
sons and all whom she met and 
“mothered.”

It is an American custom at 
this time of year to devote a 
special day in honor of the 
mother-soul. For most of us 
this has meant to honor the 
person we have called mother, 
or the one who bore or raised 
us. But, perhaps it would be 
good this year to honor the 
mother-soul within all per
sons—in men and women such 
as Myrtle Fillmore, whose 
mother-soul reaches out to all 
who would be receptive to it.

To those warm and patient 
hearts whose wisdom and love 
have borne and nurtured in
definable growth and untold 
joys, we give honor, praise, and 
great thanks. ©

By Janna Russell

Close to the beating heart of the 
universe

Warm, as within the womb of life itself
Loving, as if comforted beyond mere 

pleasure,
The consciousness of eternal goodness 

is peace.
This beautiful grace is ours to share.



“These days we have the biofeedback 
technique to lead the human family to 
effect healing by the very method that 
‘new thought’ has been advocating for 

the last one hundred years.”

TO D A Y 'S
E V O L U T IO N

BY GLENN CLAIRMONTE

IT IS EXCITING to discover 
that we are continually moving 
from one rung to another, 
pressed higher and higher as 
life carries us onward. We 
especially enjoy taking our 
own initiative in this process.

One of my longtime friends, 
a member of the Women’s 
Overseas Service League, 
spent her life serving not only 
her country but also persons 
young and old. Her name 
became known to so many that 
wherever I happened to be I 
might ask, ‘‘Do you know Rose 
Glass?” and the answer in
variably was, ‘‘I should say I 
do!” This is the advice she 
gave:

Bite off more than you can 
chew and chew it. 

Tackle more than you can 
do and do it.

Hitch your wagon to a star, 
Keep your seat, and there 

you are.
Because she lived by that 

premise she was always ac
complishing more than could 
be expected, and so were those 
who felt her inspiration.

Perhaps all the ov e r
achievers live by the same rule.



“When we prepare to 
develop, the results are 
gratifying. By drawing 
strength we want to use, 
we obtain it.’’

In fact, it must be the reason 
the whole human race has 
gradually become more and 
more able to cope with new 
situations. When we prepare to 
develop, the results are gratify
ing. By drawing strength we 
want to use, we obtain it.

This is not the first century 
when people have felt that a 
better power than they knew 
was working through them. I 
suspect that never in history 
has this been better realized 
than it is today. We are 
fam iliar with the way 
re lig ion ists have always 
declared that there can be 
spiritual surprises, and of 
course all of us have always 
suspected that some secret 
caused the outstanding ex
amples of genius. Yes, there is 
something beyond what we 
know that has made unusual 
p e r son a lit ie s  a ccom p lish  
unusual successes. We feel 
grateful for the benefits left us 
by these blessed individuals 
and often wish we might know 
exactly how they operated.

Recently someone asked, 
“Wasn’t it peculiar that Isaac 
Newton started to study the

Bible in his later years, after he 
had depended upon mathemat
ics until then?”

Someone else answered, “No 
doubt he was trying to find an 
explanation for his intellectual 
feats. It was the habit of his 
generation to look into the Bi
ble for answers.”

Others have glibly accorded 
credit to the “Good Lord” 
without trying to analyze fur
ther, but Newton was a man 
who wanted to figure out the 
how and why.

Nikola Tesla was another 
who was deeply pressed to in
terpret the unseen authority. 
One day during his youth, 
while he and a fellow student 
were observing a sunset, all at 
once he recognized a way to ar
range great com forts for 
humanity. His biographer 
says:

Suddenly the animated 
figure of Tesla snapped in
to a rigid pose. He was 
gazing into the sun as if 
that incandescent ball 
had thrown him into a 
trance.
In that instant he conceived 

the alternating-current method 
that would prepare an amazing 
use for electricity.

“Isn't it sublime!” he ex
claimed to his companion. “I 
have solved the problem. No 
more will men be slaves to hard 
tasks, for my motor will do the 
work of the world.”



Later some of T es la’s 
studious friends claimed that 
he was “possessed of a great 
gift for the discovery of fun
damental scientific principles.”

During the next few years 
his patents numbered close to a 
hundred, and by now all his 
ideas have been put to work for 
the general public. Such a 
result of one man’s skill has 
never been equaled. Regret has 
been expressed that Thomas 
Edison and George Westing- 
house collected more financial 
good than Tesla himself en
joyed from his own diligence. 
But you may be sure that 
nothing could have surpassed 
the joy Tesla must have ex
perienced in being used as a 
channel of divinity.

Was it T e s la’s inno
cence—rather, his clarity of 
perception—that enabled him 
to devise the means of 
worldwide communication? 
Because of his harnessing of 
the earth’s impulses, all na
tions have become closer 
neighbors than ever could have 
been possible if he had not 
lived. Was there, indeed, a 
cosm ic intention working 
through him? How is it that he 
becam e the in strum en t 
through which the natural 
tendencies were trained?

At any rate, certainly there 
was no accident in all this. It 
was too precise a procedure, 
too perfect a design to have

“The claim that even 
‘death can be cured’ is a 
charming concept that 
looms beyond national 
barriers.’’

been casual. Besides, it came at 
a time when it could meet an 
unspoken demand, for necessi
ty had to result in satisfaction.

We others would willingly 
function as well, if only we 
could keep our mind suscepti
ble; if only we could assume the 
required state of understand
ing. Does it take courage, or 
rare insight? Does it take more 
than the will to do? Perhaps we 
shall learn how to let divinity 
work through us if we stop 
doubting and forego modesty. 
It is not enough merely to 
stand back and marvel at the 
driving force of another, 
halting at what seems to be the 
margin of our own talent. We 
must extend that talent.

In all walks of life there are 
those who testify to an invisi
ble power. George Washington 
Carver said, “When I touch 
that flower I am touching infin
ity. That little flower existed 
long before there were human 
beings on earth.”

Frank C. Laubach, famed for 
his “each-one-teach-one” doc
trine, spoke of the unseen: “I 
feel sure that our thoughts flow 
around the world even when we



“It is more and more 
necessary for us to accept 
what used to be the im
possible. Let us dare!”

do not express them in words. 
If people realize that telepathy 
is a fact, we may yet attempt 
to make the world over by the 
sheer force of good thoughts.”

Pico della Mirandola is 
quoted as having said in the fif
teenth century, ‘‘The Great Ar
tisan created man with an 
undetermined nature and then 
told him: you shall determine 
for yourself your own nature, 
in accordance with your free 
will.”

Science has recently made 
possible the transplantation of 
parts for the body’s preserva
tion, and now it is far more im
portant to contrive to renew 
the spirit. ‘‘Every cell in the 
body is being constantly 
replaced,” says Wayne Cook, 
‘‘so that we can improve our 
race immeasurably and eternal
ly.” What we need is the persis
tent preference of new horizons 
if we mean to do for the spirit 
what we know can be done for 
the body. We must envision 
and then shape the kind of 
world we want to inhabit and 
the kind of humanity we dream 
to be possible. All this requires 
an inner fortitude.

These days we have the bio

feedback technique to lead the 
human family to effect healing 
by the very method that ‘‘new 
thought” has been advocating 
for the last one hundred years. 
We are now learning to control 
our thinking in order to in
troduce a conviction of health 
in all our livingness. At last in 
the laboratory psychologists 
are teaching volunteer ‘‘guinea 
pigs” to dictate the activity of 
their bodies.

Although Tesla’s alternating 
current was formerly incon
ceivable, now it has become 
conventional. Once people had 
no technique for achieving the 
chosen bodily condition by 
means of visualization, and 
therefore they failed to take 
seriously their right to instruct 
in that direction. Now this con
trol is within our normal grasp. 
Even as the surprising perfor
mance of electricity has en
dowed us with ease in daily 
tasks, now we have at our 
disposal the means of monitor
ing the brain by a tangible 
gadget and directing it to prac
tice healing by silent decree. 
Soon we shall no longer need 
the equipment in a laboratory 
but shall insist that our body 
cells and nerves and muscles 
keep in perfect condition.

It is more and more neces
sary for us to accept what used 
to be the impossible. Let us 
dare! Not only in technology 
can we develop fertility of



ideas; we can also enlarge the 
merely human capacities.

In the past it was considered 
praiseworthy to avoid exper
iments that risked failure, but 
now we boldly overcome any 
suspicion of fear and rise above 
reservations. Of course, an 
open mind is what generates 
enthusiasm for every further 
leap.

All that once seemed 
“nothing but hope" is now 
known to be a phase of evolu
tion, a precognition, in fact, the 
hardening of the determination 
to advance. It was first felt in
visibly, then proved concrete
ly. In modern industrialism re
ality has taken on a new 
aspect, and even educational 
systems now promote the use 
of thoughts in correcting 
physical distress. We make use 
of self-discipline, not only 
across the technical milieu, but 
also within behavior patterns. 
Our self-responsibility elim
inates the hazards of ill health 
that heretofore were con
sidered unrejectable because 
they were allowed to domineer.

As leaders of industry have 
expanded their operations, so 
too have invalids learned to 
assume responsibility for their 
renewed health by the 
prompting of biofeedback 
equipment and all that it will 
gradually imply. We now en
courage the brain to amend an 
undesirable physique.

“Every advance has 
resulted from the insight 
of one after another of 
those who ventured.”

As I say, this is today’s 
stage of evolution. We have 
been preparing for it without 
being able to define it. It has 
forced us through one confu
sion after another and now 
shows itself as wise practice, 
and even better prospects ap
pear upon the horizon, ready to 
be seen when we are ready to 
see.

Certainly we have been guid
ed by those individuals who 
followed each early gleam, 
whether or not they fathomed 
its importance. They were 
unable to deny the beckoning, 
even as the rest of us are today 
helpless to stop the progress. 
Every unguessed potentiality 
prompts us to recognize it. 
Vivid proofs have established 
positive thinking as the cure 
beyond question. Eventually 
we shall claim it automatically.

Every advance has resulted 
from the insight of one after 
another of those who ventured. 
The Oriental method of medita
tion has now been joined with 
Western practicality. Thus the 
combined human talents have 
brought us to the frontier 
where we are outgrowing the 
guessed-at limitations and are



“We others would will
ingly function as well, if 
only we could keep our 
mind susceptible; if only 
we could assume the re
quired state of under
standing.” * I

showing talents long untried.
Eventually (why not now?) 

we shall recognize the truth so 
well handed us by the sages of 
India:

Thought is a force, even 
as electricity and, gravita
tion. The human mind is a 
spark of the almigh ty con
s c i ou sne s s  o f  God. 
Whatever your powerful 
mind believes very in
tensely will instantly 
come to pass.
This has an aroma of magic 

for those who have not tasted 
it, so let us counteract a suspi
cion of doubt by quoting a very 
practical man—the late Charles 
F. Kettering, who was vice- 
president of General Motors 
Corporation:

I  think right now we have 
need for the greatest soul- 
setting endeavor on rec
ord. In other words, we 
have got to set our 
course—not a random 
course, not a wishful 
course, but a course that

will get us to the destina
tion we want. I think that, 
with ingenuity, faith, and 
determination, we can 
take this mysterious 
future, which isn't so very 
clear, and from it carve 
out anything that human 
imagination can think of 
that is worth carving 
out—that is, if it is for the 
benefit of the human fami
ly-
Perhaps —how should I 

know?—it was necessary for 
the human race to wade 
through the horror of repres
sions and brutalities before we 
could ever have reached today. 
From this outlook we can hard
ly pause to regret all that 
waste, while we travel to a 
point from which we can view 
the new goal. Even though we 
deplore the slowness of this at
tainment, still we are ready to 
rejoice at having come this far.

The claim that even “death 
can be cured’’ is a charming 
concept that looms beyond na
tional barriers. Its simplicity 
opens our eyes to the prospect. 
We no longer have to allow cir
cumstances to govern us—we 
can arrange circumstances of 
our choice.

Mankind is always saved, as 
often before proved, by a stur
dy march toward a firmer aim, 
and here is our challenge. We 
are the ones who initiate each 
stage of evolution. Here we go!



THE STILL

BY SHIRLEY A. SMITH

HELP ME TO understand the wonder of myself, to give 
myself in better measure the love You pour upon me 
unceasingly. Some days, Father, I feel fat, ugly, old, awk

ward, and stupid. I dishonor 
You with these thoughts, for 
You have formed me, created 
me, given me life. Help me to 
learn to treat myself with 
tenderness, with gentle, loving 

hands, that I may look upon the fact of 
morning, the endless reach of sky, the 
fluid trees, the fragile, unspeakable beau
ty of a flower opening to the sun, and then 

wandering back into the house and 
looking at my own face in the mir
ror, I will know that I am one with 
all these things, no less a miracle, 
because of You.

I remember a day when I was 
afraid. I was in a place where there 
were mountains and sunlight, and 

clouds were hanging around the mountaintops. My future was 
filled with uncertainty and, I thought, the possibility of great 
loneliness. I gazed intently at the sky and the mountains before 
me, and I thought of You. Suddenly I knew that no matter what 
happened, everything would be all right because You are always 
with me, Father God. From deep within sprang forth such joy that 
I was filled with it to overflowing, running out, spilling in abun
dance. I remember that day with great wonder, for I know what it 
is like to hear the voice of God!

The way You love me is hard to understand. It exceeds all I have 
ever known of love. Every good, perfect, and lovely thing that has 
been mine, You have given me. You breathed the very breath of life 
into me. You are closer to me than I am to myself. My mind cannot 
stretch far enough to comprehend it. I cannot voice the wonder of 
it, except to say, I love You so.

To be a channel, you must be open. To be open, you must be still. 
Hush my soul! Can you hear it? It is the music of the universe. My 
God is singing.

You must have given me feet to run and to dance, oh God, my 
hands for loving and reaching, my voice for laughter and singing, 
for You fill the earth with music and joy, and then beckon me to 
join the celebration.



Prosperity Is Our Birthright
WHAT DO WE mean by birthright? What do we mean when we 
say, “Prosperity is our birthright”? The dictionary definition is: 
any privilege granted a person by virtue of his birth.

As a child of our human parents, prosperity may or may not be 
our birthright, but as a child of God, prosperity is certainly one of 
our many birthrights! God is our Father, as Jesus plainly taught 
when He told us to begin our prayers to God with the words, Our 
Father. If we are to call God our Father, it follows logically that 
Jesus implied that we are God’s children. God “birthed” us, or to 
use an easier phrase, God created us.

God, First Cause, Universal Mind, or whatever other name or 
title we want to use for our spiritual progenitor, is fabulously 
wealthy; in fact, God is the source of all wealth, all supply. So, 
spiritually speaking, we have a wealthy Father. Prosperity, abun
dance, enough and to spare of all we need to exist as happy, 
fulfilled, successful, divine human beings is our birthright.

So with that as our accepted premise, the next question is: “How 
do we claim our birthright of prosperity?”

Well, it’s simple—but not easy. It is simple because it is only a 
matter of renewing our mind, changing our thoughts. It is not easy 
because our mind and thoughts and automatic responses to outer 
conditions are kind of “rusted in place” and are very difficult to
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“First we should talk about the place where we keep (obey) the law, 
the place where the law works or works through—our mind.”

“budge”—to change.
Through these lessons we are 

going to try to get some kind of 
favorable results, and I can 
a lm ost guaran tee that 
everyone will. My favorite 
starting place when I have a 
need to remind myself that 
prosperity is my spiritual 
birthright is a mind-opening 
verse from the first Psalm: 

Blessed is the man who 
walks not in the counsel 
of the wicked.. . but his 
delight is in the law of the 
Lord, and on his (God's) 
law he meditates day and 
night He is like a tree 
planted by streams of 
water that yields its fruit 
in its season, and its leaf 
does not wither.
As I study and reread that 

verse, I see a beautiful tree not 
far from a crystal clear stream 
that assures the roots plenty of 
water. I see it as a healthy tree. 
The leaves are green; it has no 
dead or barren branches. In 
season it is loaded with fruit. 
This is a picture symbol of 
natural, effortless prosperity!

Then I glance at the first 
part of the verse .. . medita
ting on and keeping the law 
day and night (persistently, 
not just in spurts) will cause all 
that I do to prosper like the

tree in my mind’s eye!
“Hey,” I think to myself, 

“what are those laws again? 
I’m going to take God, or the 
Bible up on that promise and 
work with all my might at 
keeping them.” I trust that 
you will get this same feeling, 
because in this series we are go
ing to remind ourself of the 
laws of God, the laws of mind 
action that, when observed 
(obeyed) have to result in pros
perity!

First we should talk about 
the place where we keep (obey) 
the law, the place where 
the law works or works 
through—our mind. Prosperity 
does not begin with a pay raise. 
Prosperity does not begin with 
an inheritance from a wealthy 
relative. Prosperity does not 
begin with any outer cir
cumstance. Prosperity begins 
in our mind.

Prosperity begins with a con
sciousness of prosperity. Con
sciousness is cause. Money, 
th ings, cond ition s, and 
material supply for our needs 
are effects. Out of this pros
perity consciousness flow ideas 
that are turned into monetary 
wealth and inner wealth of 
satisfaction of accomplish
ment.

To a p ro sp e r ity  con-



‘‘The secret that many people are just beginning to discover is that - 
mind is the causative factor, and the circle can be broken 
only in the m ind."

sciousness are attracted oppor
tunities, conditions, and cir
cumstances that add up to 
what we call a full, wealthy, 
prosperous, and abundant life. 
In order that you may have a 
clear and vivid idea of what a 
prosperity consciousness is 
and how it works, let us use the 
analogy of an apple tree.

Picture an apple tree. See it 
loaded with big, juicy, red ap
ples. Now, with your faculty of 
imagination, speed up time as 
you watch the tree. People are 
picking the apples and sending 
them to market. Time speeds 
by and the tree is bare. Then, in 
this accelerated speed picture, 
blossoms pop out, little apples 
form. Soon it is again loaded 
with apples which people are 
picking and sending to market.

As long as there is life in the 
apple tree the fruit will con
tinue to be produced by some 
invisible, intangible power and 
intelligence in the tree.

Now let the apples represent 
outer things: money, car, 
home, furnishings, whatever. 
Let the life in the apple 
tree—the invisible, intangible 
power and intelligence in the 
tree—represent consciousness, 
or specifically, a prosperity 
consciousness.

Which would we rather have, 
if we had a choice? Would we 
rather have all the apples the 
tree produced in one year, or 
would we rather have the apple 
tree itself, even at a time of the 
year when there are no apples? 
Of course we would choose the 
apple tree, for we know we 
would have apples to market 
year after year.

During this series we are go
ing to concentrate on con
sciousness, for consciousness is 
cause—prosperity is an effect. 
The nature of the effect, either 
poverty and lack or adequate 
and abundant supply, derives 
from the nature of the 
cause—consciousness! Forget 
about outer results and condi
tions. Concentrate on your con
sciousness.

What do we mean by con
sciousness? We mean the 
tota lity  of our personal 
beliefs—values, mental at
titudes, and habitual responses 
to life situations. Just as each 
of us lives in a different outer 
world, a world that is unique to 
us—our job is different from 
anyone else’s, our home and its 
location, our friends, relatives, 
and hobbies are all differ
ent—so each of us has a unique
ly different inner and invisible



“What do we mean by consciousness? We mean the totality of our 
personal beliefs—values, mental attitudes, and habitual responses 
to life situations.”

world. This inner world is com
prised of our particular 
thoughts, values, beliefs that 
have been impressed upon us 
and that we have accepted.

These two worlds interact. If 
we live in an outer environment 
of lack, this tends to influence 
our inner world with thoughts, 
beliefs, and responses of lack. 
Then those inner beliefs that 
are tainted with the lack idea 
reproduce themselves in outer 
circumstances tinged with 
lack; and so the circle goes.

The secret that many people 
are just beginning to discover 
is that mind is the causative 
factor, and the circle can be 
broken only in the mind. When 
an environmental condition of 
lack dominates, such as the 
price of clothing and food go
ing up so that it knocks the 
pins out from our budget, we 
can yield to the temptation, 
yield to this strong suggestion 
from our world of effects and 
we can panic, complain about 
lack, worry about lack, or we 
can respond inwardly by think
ing, believing, affirming: God 
is the Source of my supply. To 
paraphrase the Bible:

Though a thousand may 
fall on thy right side by 
the sword of inflation, it

shall not come nigh thee. 
For thy faith is in God, 
and not in the changeable 
world of effects.

Summary
1. Prosperity is our birthright 

because we are children of 
God, individualized points 
of expression of the one 
universal spirit of God. Fac
tually, we may have been 
born into poverty or lack or 
into a situation that seem
ingly held no hope of pros
perity, but spiritually we 
were born into wealth, for we 
are spiritual beings, and our 
spiritual Father is the 
Source of all supply!

2. Remember the verse from 
the first Psalm: Blessed is 
the man who walks not in 
the counsel of the wick
ed ... but his delight is in 
the law of the Lord, and on 
his (God's) law he meditates 
day and night. He is like a 
tree planted by streams of 
water that yields its fruit in 
its season, and its leaf does 
not wither. In all that he 
does, he prospers! The tree is 
a symbol of your birthright 
when you learn about, and 
persistently strive to keep 
God’s law of consciousness.



3. Remember the speeded up 
apple tree. The apples are 
effects—transitory, tempo
rary. The life of and in the 
tree is cause; it is con
sciousness, enduring, de

pendable, inexhaustible. 
Work to develop con
sciousness and the apples 
will come automatically and 
continuously.

(To be continued)

e J e c r e i CpP/ace
At the heart of the cyclone.
stillness. By R. H. Grenville
At the deep, dim heart of the sea,
stillness.

Am I less than sea and cyclone 
that the heart of me 
should be twisted and torn
in the cyclone whirl of events, 
cast adrift on turbulent tides
of emotion and thought?

Oh, so it seemed, until 
I went deep enough to find 
the timeless untroubled Self 
at the heart of my heart and mind: 
beyond will and willfulness, 
peace that is balm; 
a holy solitude, 
a healing calm.



THE
HERLinG

o f  the Economy
BY ERIC BUTTERWORTH

EVERYONE TALKS ABOUT 
the economy, but no one seems 
able to do much about it. 
Perhaps it is because we have 
thought of it as an external 
thing that happens to us, 
rather than a manifestation of 
mental states that happen in 
us. The time is at hand for 
leaders in all fields to realize 
the connection between con
sciousness and economics. The 
fluctuation of thought has as 
much influence on the arteries 
of commerce as psychosomatic 
medicine is discovering it has 
on the organs and processes of 
the body.

The difficulty in our modern 
society is that, with a standard 
of living that would boggle the 
minds of people of earlier

Eric Butterworth

times, we have lost sight of any 
standard for living. The 
American economy has long 
been the pacesetter for the 
world. We have generously ex
ported money, technology, and 
gadgetry out of the expanse of 
our American dream. But in re
cent years, through a pro
gressive emphasis on mate
rialism, our exports have been 
coming at the expense of our 
dream.

There are two great attitudes 
found in the pioneers who built 
this nation, the same attitudes 
that are at the root of all that



has been accomplished through 
the years: faith and the will to 
work. Wherever we look, we see 
the fruits of faith: dams, 
bridges, skyscrapers, and 
space vehicles. Regardless of 
business indicators, the need 
today is for continued faith in 
the infinite flow of God-Mind 
and the lim itlessness of 
substance. There is no real 
lack—never has been, never 
can be. Substance is! We may 
frustrate its flow; we may act 
from fear and block the cur
rent, but we always live and 
move and have our being in a 
prodigal universe.

But we should also remem
ber, “Faith without works is 
dead.” The strength of this 
nation has always been its 
creativity, ingenuity, and pro
ductivity. Our Achilles’ heel 
has been our emphasis on 
materiality. The principle is, 
and our history dramatically 
bears it out, when we focus on 
giving, doing, building, we are 
channels for the dynamic flow 
of substance and things go well 
with us. When we focus on get
ting, on things and rewards, 
mammon becomes the predom
inant force and we frustrate 
the divine flow.

I believe that the major 
cause of our crippling inflation 
is the steady erosion of the will 
to work. We are at the very 
bottom of a great depression of 
worker attitudes. There has

been a spiraling upward sweep 
through industry and its 
workers of greater profits for 
inferior products and higher 
wages, fewer hours, and less 
and less productivity. An at
titude that is embarrassingly 
prevalent is “what’s in it for 
me?” As long as this trend con
tinues, the inflationary spiral 
will continue to an inevitable 
collapse. It need not happen, 
but a basic change will be 
necessary.

If there could be a resurgence 
of faith in the inherent af
fluence of the universe, and a 
dynamic turn-around in worker 
attitudes and productivity, 
with workers working as if the 
work were being done for their 
own homes, coupled with a 
rededication of people and the 
nation as a whole to more 
transcendent goals, a con
tagion of believing in God in
stead of mammon, an epidemic 
of mutuality, of giving with 
less thought of return, the in
flationary trend would be 
reversed in a matter of weeks, 
and a new consciousness would 
be ruling the economy.

You may feel you are only 
one. But if you change your 
consciousness and redirect 
your faith and your work at
titudes, things will change for 
you. You will become a part of 
the solution, rather than a part 
of the problem of the nation’s 
economy. ©



Watchword:
RIGHT THINKING

Building the Christ
Consciousness

BY FRANCES W. FOULKS

PART V

Beloved of God:
Spring is here, bringing with 

it a life-giving stream of new
ness for you and me, as well as 
for plant and tree. For some 
weeks we have been conscious 
of nature's trumpeter calling 
“Awake! Awake!" to all the 
sleeping earth things. As I 
watch this awakening, I see 
how perfectly the eternal law of 
“each after its kind" set in ac
tion in the day of creation is 
observed. In a long row of jon
quils the form and color and 
perfume of each is like the pat
tern of the perfect jonquil 
wrapped up in the bulb. The 
violets are just as purple and 
fragrant, duplicating in form 
the first violets I  ever saw.

Where I planted my tulip 
bulbs, leaves that I would 
recognize anywhere as tulip 
leaves are pushing out of the 
ground. Our neighbor's peach 
orchards are covered with pink 
blossoms; they expect a crop of 
peaches. Our orchard is show
ing a touch of green, a herald of 
blossoms yet to come. We ex
pect to harvest apples. Nothing 
would surprise our neighbors 
or ourselves more than for their 
orchards to produce apples or 
ours to produce peaches. Such 
things are not done by nature 
and we know it.

Yet some persons seek to 
reap in life that which they 
have not sown, that which they 
do not hold in their thoughts.



Strange, isn't it? But pathetic, 
too, when we see the human, 
God's h igh est creation, 
patterning thoughts after 
everything except the divine 
image within, yet begging for 
health and success and pros
perity. I ask you, can a tulip 
bulb blossom into a jonquil? 
Can prosperity come forth from 
poverty thoughts? Do we 
harvest peaches from apple 
trees? Should we expect a 
perfect body with a mind filled 
with hates and fears and 
criticisms? I leave this with 
you for consideration.

V. Right Thinking
M editation : Thou dost

keep him 
in per fect  
peace, whose 
mind is 
s tayed on 
thee, be
cause he 
trusts in 
thee (Is. 
26:3).

Few of us realize the power 
we hold within ourself in that 
product of the mind called 
thought. We alone in all God's 
universe are endowed with 
creative thought power, an 
evidence of our likeness to the 
Father. With creative power is 
given freedom of choice, also a 
likeness of Son to Father. 
Freedom of choice and power of 
creation carry the power of

Frances W. Foulks

reproduction—like producing 
like. This law was established 
when “God saw (vi
sioned) . . . and there was,” 
when God said (called). . . 
‘‘and it was so.” To us is im
parted this same likeness of 
Son to Father. Even God 
Almighty cannot destroy the 
errors in our life and build in 
happier conditions, no matter 
how much we beg and pray, 
unless we cooperate by chang
ing our habit of thought, by 
lifting our mind to visioning 
and calling forth those happier 
th in gs we wish to see 
manifested. If God gave us our 
dearest desire—health, hap
piness, and success—and we 
did not eliminate from our 
mind all sick, unhappy, failure 
thoughts, these would destroy 
that which God had given us. 
Thoughts held within form 
mind pictures that continually 
become stronger until they 
have the power to project 
themselves in our world. They



will complete a perfect likeness 
of themselves unless some 
more powerful thoughts of a 
different kind destroy them. 
All that is beautiful and lovely 
in one's life is the outpicturing 
of beau tifu l and lovely 
thoughts. All that is ugly and 
inharmonious is the outpictur
ing of such thoughts held in 
mind. There is no way to get 
around this sowing and reap
ing process. In it lies our salva
tion, for in the harvest we learn 
to discriminate between good 
and evil, and we seek to know 
good only.

In the beginning, God cre
ated a universe so perfect that 
He pronounced it good. He 
forever rests in this seeing. To 
the Son, set up from everlast
ing as master worker, He gave 
power to reproduce visibly that 
which the God-Mind had called 
good. In the Garden, to man 
walking and talking with the 
Lord God, were brought all the 
animals to name, and whatever 
he chose to call them, that they 
were called. So it is with us to
day. Through the tree in the 
m idst o f the Garden, 
humankind was given the 
power to choose good or evil, 
even as we today are free to 
choose absolute or adulterated 
good.

In the choice in the Garden, 
man, having never before 
known less than good, stood 
naked before this new ex

perience, even as we sometimes 
stand naked before creations 
brought into our life through 
choosing less than good. We 
are afraid? Yes. We seek to 
hide from the experience? Yes. 
We would shift the blame on 
another? Yes. As long as we 
thus shrink from looking our 
own creations in the face and, 
with the same power we used 
to create them (thought), tear 
them down and in their place 
erect more stately mansions, 
just that long are we deep in 
the mortal consciousness. Un
til we again enter the con
sciousness of the only-begotten 
Son in the bosom of the Father, 
we will be barred from Eden 
by the flaming sword of the 
cherubim who guards the tree 
of life. Only those whose 
thoughts are pure, holy, and 
purged of all dross can pass 
unscorched the cherubim 
which turns the flaming sword 
in every direction to destroy 
hate and fear, criticism, deceit, 
jealousy, doubt, greed, cruelty, 
and selfishness. This password 
is purity of thought, and the 
one who abides consciously in 
the secret place of the Most 
High is gathered under the pin
ions of this angel of the Lord’s 
appointing, and guarded as one 
with the tree of life. We are 
delivered from contagion and 
pestilence, from terror and 
destruction, from accident and 
evil. The shadow of the



Almighty, which the cherubim 
is, protects, guides, satisfies, 
and is quick to answer every 
call of one who has again come 
into the edenic consciousness 
of good only.

The work of attaining purity 
of thought and perfection of 
outer expression is within 
ou rself and by ourself. 
Remembering our likeness to 
the God perfection, ours before 
the world was and potentially 
ours every moment of every 
day, remembering that we are 
heirs to all that the Father has, 
remembering that the power 
and dominion given us in the 
beginning is ours even now, re
membering that we have the 
power to choose according to 
the God-pattern, and to create 
like it, there is nothing in our 
world that we cannot change 
from error to good.

Thought is the tool we use, 
and it is the most powerful in
strument we possess. With it 
we hew out beautiful creations 
or gro te squ e, unseem ly 
shadows. Through the power of 
thought, weak bodies and 
strong bodies, ugly bodies and 
beautiful bodies are constantly 
being created. We see them on 
every side, one is my very own, 
one your very own. Through 
thought, we have weakened 
and poisoned, or strengthened 
and nourished them. Through 
the power of thought, a peace
ful and happy environment is

created, or inharmony and 
misery surround us. Your envi
ronment and mine are fash
ioned after that which dwells 
within the mind, not to be run 
from but to be changed, by 
changing our habit of thought. 
Through the power of thought, 
friends are attracted or ene
mies are drawn to us. As we 
count our friends and enemies, 
so may we count friendliness 
and enmity in our mind toward 
others. Through the power of 
thought, all the good and ill of 
humanity are drawn into 
manifestation. Can you imag
ine a perfect creation coming 
forth from some of the mental 
states in which we indulge? 
That One who proved His Son- 
ship in teaching and act, His 
likeness. His power and domin
ion, said: “The good man out of 
his good treasure brings forth 
good, and the evil man out of 
his evil treasure brings forth 
evil.’’ If we are treasuring 
anything in our heart that we 
do not wish to see expressed in 
our life, let us, through the 
great love of Jesus Christ, wipe 
it out.

From the beginning, the 
Father has entrusted to us the 
work of bringing forth on the 
earth plane His creation of 
good. Each of us is fulfilling 
our part of this trust by ac
knowledging our Sonship. Just 
to the extent that our mental 
realm contains the good, for



just as much of the kingdom of 
heaven as we establish within, 
that much is established on the 
visible or earth plane. The 
Master gave us this hint as to 
how to bring forth the good: 
“The Son can do nothing of his 
own accord, but only what he 
sees the Father doing; for 
whatever he does, that the Son 
does likewise" (John 5:19). Al
though we do many things not 
in the consciousness of the One 
called “good," “perfect,” “too 
pure to behold iniquity,” each 
of us will sometime come to the 
place in consciousness when we 
know that we are the Beloved, 
in whom the Father is well 
pleased.

Each day we are drawing 
nigh to the reunion of Father 
and Son. When worries or 
fears, hates or criticisms pre
sent themselves at our mind’s 
door, let us quickly put in their 
place a loving thought, one

such as we will find in the 
Christ Mind within. Let us 
hold fast this thought, repeat it 
over and over, until faith is 
strengthened and the error 
thought is weakened. Let us 
speak it aloud, sing it, shout it. 
It does not matter if others 
hear us, perhaps it will rout 
some devil (evil thought) from 
them also. More and more as 
we practice right thinking we 
will come to walk through a 
redeemed world, enveloped by 
the halo of a pure conscious
ness. We shall pass the cher
ubim unchallenged, entering 
again the Garden, a living soul, 
finished with the knowledge of 
good and evil, fitted to put 
forth our hand and take of the 
tree of life and live forever in 
the glory we had with the 
Father before the world was.

May God bless you and keep 
you ever in this consciousness 
of Sonship.

From time to time, friends ask us to assist them in 
remembering this work in their wills. In response, we 
have now prepared a simple instruction booklet which 
contains much of the needed information and many 
suggestions. I f  you wish to have one of these booklets, 
direct your request for it to

LEGACIES
Unity School of Christianity 
Unity Village, Missouri 64065



SUCH AS I HAVE
BY NORMAN V. OLSSON

WHERE DOES A miracle 
begin? How is it empowered? 
This, is dramatized in a very 
moving, convincing account in 
the Bible. The conviction most 
needed today is that “miracles 
never cease." Time cannot and 
has not changed the power of 
God. I have personally read in 
the daily newspapers reports of 
the blind having their sight 
restored after many years; the 
rare instances of a terminal 
health condition regressing; 
the handicapped able to walk 
again; even astounding stories 
by those who claim to have 
come back to life on this plane 
after what was pronounced 
death.

In every normal healing 
there is the truth that life is 
always restoring, renewing, 
regenerating, seeking to bring 
forth the wholeness of the 
Creator in each creation, 
whether the form of life is a 
microbe or a human being. The

miraculous recoveries, heal
ings, and demonstrations 
testify to more than a spon
taneity of action. There is the 
will to believe, faith, accep
tance, recep tiv ity , and 
heightened expectancy.

In Acts we find the portrayal 
of the healing of a lame man 
who stood at the gate to the 
temple. Before going into an in
terpretation of this account, let 
us read from Acts 3:1-8:

“Now Peter and John were 
going up to the temple at the 
hour of prayer, the ninth hour. 
And a man lame from birth 
was being carried, whom they 
laid daily at the gate of the 
temple which is called Beauti
ful to ask alms of those who 
entered the temple. Seeing 
Peter and John about to go 
into the temple, he asked for 
alms. And Peter directed his 
gaze at him, with John, and 
said, ‘Look at us.’ And he fixed 
his attention upon them, ex-





pecting to receive something 
from them. But Peter said, ‘I 
have no silver and gold, but I 
give you what I have; in the 
name of Jesus Christ of 
Nazareth, walk.' And he took 
him by the right hand and 
raised him up; and immediately 
his feet and ankles were made 
strong. And leaping up he 
stood and walked and entered 
the temple with them, walking 
and leaping and praising God."
The miracle began with 

Peter's faith that the man 
might be able to walk with suf
ficient encouragement. The 
miracle was empowered by 
Peter’s emphatic desire to help, 
to literally uplift the lame man. 
He gave the most precious gift 
of all, ‘‘what I have." What a 
turnabout for someone want
ing only a handout rather than 
compassion, spiritual aid, or 
comfort! Peter had quickly 
made it clear that he and John 
were not a soft touch, had 
nothing of material value to of
fer. It was not a casual brush- 
off, because Peter fastened his 
eyes upon the lame man, an eye 
contact that no doubt reached 
into the beggar’s very soul. 
The man sensed the un
mistakable climax of the mo
ment, the implied invitation 
that suggested the super
natural. ‘‘He fixed his atten
tion upon them, expecting to 
receive something from them." 
The eloquence and literary ex

cellence of what Peter then said 
is a verse one can scarcely 
forget, here quoted from the 
King James Version: “ ‘Silver 
and gold have I none; but such 
as I have give I thee: In the 
name of Jesus Christ of 
Nazareth rise up and walk.’ ” 
He even took the man by his 
right hand in the gesture of 
raising him up. The result was 
miraculous! He surely made an 
inner contact, an empathic 
bond that stirred the lame man 
to use of himself the “such as I 
have." It sounds so ambiguous 
to say, “such as I have," yet to 
give, to use, to appreciate the 
least essence we can identify 
with consciously within ourself 
sets in action the innate powers 
of Spirit; it empowers a miracle 
to happen.

It is so tragic in our world to
day that intense personal 
preoccupation with material 
needs, dependency upon the 
things of life rather than on the 
power of Spirit fixes our atten
tion to the limitation of ap
pearances. We are all some
what crippled in consciousness 
by measuring what is possible 
by our human scales—weigh
ing on the fulcrum of limited 
reason and unimaginative 
logic. In our own way, we can 
be standing outside the gate of 
the temple of life, feeling 
unable to enter into the 
fullness of the whole Spirit. We

(Continued on page 46)



PRAYER
POW ER
Excerpts from letters to Silent 

r Unity, quoted with permission 
of the writers.

Back Healed

D e a r  F r ie n d s : I want to share with 
you a healing miracle that hap
pened to me.

I had written to you asking for 
prayers for my back which was 
broken in a car wreck. One day I 
was walking on the street down- 

„  town. Perhaps I was stooping, 
giving way to the pain in my back. 
Anyway, a voice was audible to 
me saying. “Juanita, straighten 
up.”

I looked around to see who was 
saying this. I was the only one on 
the street. Immediately I realized 

' what had happened. I had been 
healed. I haven’t had a pain since. 
Thank God! — J.R ., Illin o is.

Financial Assistance

T D e a r  S i le n t Unity: 1 am amazed to 
realize how quickly my thoughts 
turned to you in our hour of need.

We made a transaction that 
would have been financially dev
astating so close to our retirement, 

t I frantically called your number 
and was greeted by the quiet voice 
of a woman speaking most 
assuredly of great truths. She gave

me an affirmation to use in medi
tation, told me prayers for our 
situation were already started, and 
assured me a letter would follow.

The situation was resolved 
beautifully, but more importantly 
we were touched on a deeper 
level spiritually. I was released 
from a fearful and apprehensive 
attitude and we were both given a 
vibrant, deeper faith. Thanks be to 
God and to you. — R .E .C . ,  M a s 
s a c h u s e t t s .

God’s Greatest Gift.

D e a r  S i le n t  Unity;: I telephoned 
you for prayers. My husband had 
just been told he had a tumor in 
the lungs, which had spread to 
one vertebra in the spine. He re
ceived cobalt treatments for 
several months.

This morning he was told that X 
rays show the vertebra to be

(Continued on page 36)

To call for prayer help, phone 
(816) 524-5104. (If you have an 
urgent need and have no means 
of paying for a call, dial our toll- 
free number: 800-821-2935.)



People often think of Silent 
Unity as an ivory tower sort of 
work, where we are isolated 
from the troubled tides of 
human existence. But there are 
probably few places closer to 
the needs and problems of 
humanity than Silent Unity. 
When catastrophes occur, 
sometimes we are praying 
about them before the news of 
them has appeared on televi
sion or in the newspaper; 
someone has called us. We are 
aware of changes in the social 
climate, of changing directions 
and new problems long before 
these are d is cu s sed  in 
magazines; people have written 
to us about what they are 
thinking, feeling, desiring, and 
doing.

The letters and telephone 
calls that come to Silent Unity 
express the full range of human 
suffering, perplexity, fear, and 
frustration. Also, thank God, 
they often resound with human 
rejoicing and thanksgiving as 
people write or call to tell us 
not only of prayers asked but 
of prayers answered. We feel 
that there is no human prob
lem, no aspect of the human 
condition about which we have 
not prayed with someone—and 
have not rejoiced with someone.

We get letters and calls from 
almost every country on earth; 
from convents and prisons; 
from criminals and priests; 
from learned professors and 
people barely able to write. 
Men, women, and children con
tact us. People of all religions 
and of no religion—Catholics, 
Protestants, Jews, born-again 
Christians, and agnostics write 
or call us. The very rich, the 
very poor, people in the next 
block, the very famous, ex
ecutives and professional peo
ple, mechanics and housewives, 
and people of every race write 
and call about everything 
imaginable and occasionally 
about things that almost defy 
imagination. People tell us 
about their smallest concerns 
and gravest perils, their 
momentary anxieties and mor
tal terrors, their least desires 
and deepest urges. They tell us 
about everyday troubles and 
problems that torment their 
souls—matters they would not 
discuss with their dearest 
friends. Thousands of persons 
open their hearts to us and ad
mit us into the inmost recesses 
of their private lives.

And all these people we take 
into our hearts and take into 
our prayers. As we pray with



m Silent Unity

i,

u

them we grow very close to 
them; we hold them and then- 
needs dear. We go alone with 
them to God in the privacy of 
prayer.

The prayer room of Silent 
Unity is a holy place to us. 
There is never a time of the day 
or night when prayer is not go
ing on in it. It is a very quiet 
place, for it is a very private 
place, just as are the hearts 
and minds of us who pray 
there. All letters and telephone 
requests for prayer are taken 
into this room and kept there 
for at least thirty days, at the 
end of which time the letters 
and telephone reports are 
rem oved, shredded, and 
destroyed, for we feel that cor
respondence with us is a 
private and sacred matter to be 
kept between you and those of 
us who pray and to God.

When you write or call us, we 
feel you have not really con
tacted us; you have com
municated with God. We never 
speak of your needs except to 
Him. The important place 
where your need for prayer is 
kept—and kept in absolute con
fidence—is in our hearts and 
minds.

Sometimes as we pray we ut
ter aloud the names of those for

JAMES DILLET FREEMAN

whom we pray; that is up to the 
individual who is praying. True 
prayer is a matter of the secret 
heart; it is there—in con
sciousness—that our silent uni
ty with those for whom we 
pray and with God is attained.

This you can know when you 
correspond with us: you have 
turned to friends sensitive to 
your needs, but we are also 
friends who will hold your 
needs in silent trust; in our 
heart we will take your need in
to the heart of God, where 
alone the work is done.



(Continued from page 33) 
healed, having rebuilt its covering, 
and the tumor in the lungs is 
gone. He no longer has cancer.

It is truly miraculous! He has 
been given one of G od’s greatest 
gifts and we are very grateful. My 
deepest thanks for your prayer 
ministry. —J.P., M issou r i.

Coma Ends

D e a r  F r ie n d s : We expected a 
miracle and we received a miracle! 
Thank You, Father-God. Thank 
you, Silent Unity friends. Our 
“Sleeping Beauty” is awake!

When I heard a little voice whis
per over the phone, “I love you 
Grandmother,” I exploded with 
gratitude. Our twelve-year-old 
granddaughter had been uncon
scious for almost three months 
following an auto accident. The 
doctors had said she might never 
regain consciousness, and there 
might be severe brain damage. 
But we refused to believe it. Bless 
them, they just didn’t think about 
the power of united prayer.

I thank God for the lessons we 
have learned from this expe
rience. I learned to say “Thy will 
be done” without adding how or 
when. Sometimes it isn’t easy to 
get our will out of the way and re
lease our loved ones to G od’s 
care, but it can and must be done.

I know that with each passing
hour God is strengthening J----
and soon she will be walking. I 
thank God for her complete and 
perfect healing.

My sincere gratitude to all of 
you in Silent Unity for your 
prayers, your letters of faith and 
encouragement, and your phone 
conversations which helped so 
much. May the Silent Unity light 
shine forever! —M. W., T e x a s .

Prayers Saved Life

D e a r  U n ity  F r ie n d s : Through your 
prayers my life was saved.

I had gone to the hospital to 
visit my son who was a patient. 
While there, I had a heart attack 
and before the day was over my 
heart had stopped beating four 
times. The doctors did not think I 
had much of a chance.

I have two aunts who receive 
your D a ily  W o r d , and they were 
discussing me on the telephone. 
One of them saw your number in 
the D a ily  W o r d  booklet that was 
lying by the telephone. She called 
you for prayers, and before the 
next day was over my condition 
had stabilized and I was on the 
road to recovery.

Also, I was able to give up ciga
rettes. I had smoked for thirty 
years and was smoking at least 
two packs a day. 1 was in the hos
pital two weeks and I have had no 
cigarettes since the day of my 
heart attack. I had tried for a long 
time to quit smoking, but I 
couldn’t even cut down. Now I 
have lost all desire for them.

Thank you, dear people, for 
your prayers, and thank You, 
dear God, for hearing them. 
— M .M ., P e n n s y lv a n ia .
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By Debra Woolard Bender

Sometimes I am a young child,
Yet sometimes I am so old 
That all the ages fall upon 
My shoulders, and my shaking hands 
Could hold the sands of every hour 
That I have sifted through the timeglass 
Of my life . . .
For there is a world within a world 
Within a world within a world,
And like the petals of a flower 
So have all events unfurled,
Uncurling toward the face of Light, 
Reflecting light in colors bright 
Upon a world
Within a world within a world . . .
And at times I am so young 
That I feel I’m being born,
Though into what I’m not quite sure 
But I know I’m being taken 
From what I thought was my security 
Inside some warm and friendly womb . . . 
For it is a world within 
A world within a world 
Within a world,
And like the universe unfolding 
So have all my thoughts unfurled, 
Uncurling toward the face of Light, 
Reflecting light upon the sight 
Of a world 
Within a world



Questions
O I{ ,%Quest

. . . with answers by 
MARCUS BACH

THE IDEA To answer 
readers’ questions about 
anything related to increased 
spiritual understanding and 
deeper integrative growth. To 
discover not only what people 
are asking but what people 
are thinking about in the area 
of beliefs and practices in the 
world within and without. To 
help others—and us—in the 
spiritual search. To stimulate 
the search itself.

Age and Marriage

Question: Is a man too old for 
marriage at age 56 and 
recently divorced? Why marry 
so quick again? She is a 
widow of 28 and has been for 
two years and one month. 
Should she be going with him

steady now or just see him 
once in a while? She is a 
lonely person and a hostess on 
an airline.

Mrs. A.H.M.

Answer: You have also confid
ed that she is your lovely 
daughter. You, therefore, 
should know best how deep and 
sincere are her love for the man 
and her ability to make wise 
decisions. But even your 
knowledge and your opinion 
are quite incidental. It is her 
life to live and her choice to be 
made on the basis of her free 
judgment.

Age, as such, no longer has 
anything to do with the case. I 
know fellows who are old at 27 
and others who are young at 
65. I know minds that are dull 
and unromantic at 40 and 
others that are sparkling after 
forced retirement. My wife and 
I met a man in Vilcabamba, 
Ecuador, among the long- 
living people down there. I 
asked one man about his sex 
life. He said, “I had sex at 
110.” I said, ‘‘How old are 
you?” He said, ”110!”

As to why your daughter’s 
fiance should want to get mar
ried so soon after his divorce or 
why the separation occurred 
are matters beyond our know
ing. What is often said of God 
is equally true of life; it moves 
in most mysterious ways its 
wonders to perform.



Let us hold this matter in a 
good consciousness; let us 
bless them and wish them well 
as they exercise their highest 
guidance and their very best 
decisions. If they do get mar
ried, may they have the best of 
honeymoons in the friendly 
skies (fare-free) and the best of 
luck when they come back to 
mother Earth.

MB

Religious Meaning

Question: Who or what is 
meant by the term “a 
religious person ?"

S.Y.

Answer: One who truly prac
tices the presence of God.

MB

Reincarnation

Question: Is it true that 
originally reincarnation was 
referred to in the Bible, but 
that the references were taken 
out at the request o f an em
press? Do you know whether 
or not this is true? What are 
the historic details?

Marcia P.

Answer: Various texts imply
ing reincarnation are still to be

found in the Bible. To quote a 
few out of the Old Testament: 
Jerem iah 1:5; P roverbs 
8:22-31; Ecclesiastes 1:9-11. 
Or, consider Malachi 4:5, 
“Behold, I will send you Elijah 
the prophet before the great 
and terrible day of the Lord 
shall come.” Elijah had already 
lived among the Jews.

In the New Testament, check 
Matthew 17:9-13. Review Mat
thew 11:13-15: “For all the 
prophets and the law prophe
sied until John; and if you are 
willing to accept it, he is Elijah 
who is to come. He who has 
ears to hear, let him hear.”

Your question about an em
press responsible for deleting 
texts on reincarnation requires 
further research. The closest I 
come to such a story deals with 
Empress Theodora, wife of 
Byzantium Emperor Justinian, 
who instituted an Ecumenical 
Council in Constantinople in 
553 and outlawed teachings on 
reincarnation as stated by the 
great “Church Father” Origen. 
Origen, in disfavor with the 
Empress, had written, among 
other things pertaining to pre
existence that, “Every soul 
com es in to the world 
strengthened by the victories 
or weakened by the defeats of 
its previous life.” It is general
ly believed that reincarnation 
was accepted by the Catholic 
Church until this date, 553, 
and some authorities insist



that the Roman Catholic 
Church has believed in it all 
along and does so even today.

MB

Lenten Debate

Question: I  debated a long 
time before sending this 
letter—at age 75. I am very 
sensitive and perhaps my 
comprehension is faulty. Last 
year I  sent for the 1977 
Spiritual Preparation for 
Easter and progressed until 
the seventh Day of Lent when 
I  was literally "'floored" at 
what I read. I  am attaching 
herewith a copy of the day in 
question and have numbered 
points in question 1 to 7. To 
me this is cold, unsympa
thetic, and materialistic.

I f these seven points are 
observed, prayer is 
unnecessary and further 
makes contact with Silent 
Unity futile. The latter would 
be difficult for I  have called 
many times over a period of 
years.

Robert

Answer: Let me first share 
with our readers the Lenten 
m essage and “numbered 
points” which you enclosed, for 
they are necessary in the 
understanding of my reply.
7th Day of Lent Wednesday 
March 2, 1977

He will render to every man 
according to his works.

—Rom. 2:6.
There is an old, old saying: 

“God helps those who help 
themselves.”

How true this is!
1. I prayed to God to help me 

overcome an undesirable habit. 
He said: “My overcoming 
spirit indwells you. You have 
the strength and power to over
come.”

2. I prayed to God to help me 
solve a problem. He said, “You 
do it.”

3. I prayed to God for heal
ing. He said, “Make every ef
fort spiritually, mentally, and 
physically to prepare the right 
environment for My life within 
you.”

4. I prayed to God for peace 
of mind. He said: “Keep your 
thoughts loving. Keep them 
stayed on Me.”

5. I prayed to God for suc
cess. He said, “Dedicate 
yourself and work hard.”

6. I prayed to God for 
guidance. He said: “Use the 
ideas that come to you. You 
don’t need to know or see My 
whole plan for you. Just the 
next step.”

7. There was only one in
stance where I was prevented 
from doing anything.

I prayed to God concerning a 
loved one. God said: “Leave 
him to Me! You are not



equipped to judge where 
another is on the path, nor to 
push him into a place where 
you wish him to be. I’ll take 
care of this situation.”

To begin with, the saying, 
‘‘God helps those who help 
themselves,” must be inter
preted in the context of Unity 
tea ch in g or it can be 
misunderstood and misinter
preted! The proverb is usually 
a ttr ibu ted  to Benjam in 
Franklin, but it actually 
originated, as far as we know, 
with Aesop (560 B.C.) a writer 
of fables, but fables with pro
found meaning. The way he put 
the saying was, ‘‘Help thyself 
and God will help thee.” What 
he evidently had in mind was 
that if we do the very best and 
highest that we can, we can 
safely leave the rest to God.

As I interpret the words in 
the light of Unity, and as I 
view the ‘‘sequence of seven 
points” to which you refer, the 
idea is to turn the mirror of 
reflection upon the living 
presence of God within ourself. 
Each step in the sequence sug
gests that God is assuring us, 
‘‘I am with you and in you. You 
look for me afar off, but I am 
near. My life in you, your life in 
me—that’s the partnership.” 

‘‘God helps those who help 
themselves,” does not mean 
that those who are arrogant, 
overly ambitious or unscrupu
lous are going to get divine as

sistance. On the contrary, they 
will get divine judgment. 
Those who loot and rob cannot 
escape the law by saying, ‘‘God 
helps th ose who help 
themselves.” Explicit and im
plicit in the seven sayings is 
the instruction that God wants 
us to recognize our innate 
capabilities and our divine 
resources and use them in 
meeting life's situations.

True and effective prayer is a 
way of opening the doors of self 
to a recognition of our God- 
self. This is also what happens 
when we ask others to pray for 
us or with us. When we call 
Silent Unity, or when we quiet
ly come to God in personal 
prayer and meditation, doors 
to the God consciousness in us 
are opened.

So, let us read the seven se
quences again with this ap
proach in mind. After each 
point where it reads, “He 
said,” say to yourself, “Okay, 
Father, let me take an inven
tory to see whether I am 
following Your guidance and 
whether I am really using my 
full spiritual capabilities. Help 
me, through Your power, to 
help myself.”

It is only in point number 
seven that God depersonalizes 
a prayer. This is the one deal
ing with undue concern about a 
“loved one.” The inference in 
this prayer is that the person 
praying feels he must meddle



into someone else’s life either 
by way of judgment or by im
posing his will upon this 
“loved one.” In this instance, it 
is suggested that the answer 
from God is, “Leave him to 
Me! I’ll take care of him.”

I truly understand and ap
preciate the candor of your 
letter and I trust that Unity 
and you will appreciate and 
understand the equal candor of 
my reply.

MB

*y~) C{Jsalm  o j  ill e 
tveniieih (l en iu ry

(Based on the eighth Psalm)
By Paul Eugene Ertel, Sr.

O Blessed Life of all life, sharing Your divinity with us, 
the universe grows radiant with Your majesty!
The most mundane processes of nature, like a chorus of 
angels, chant the indescribable glory of Your name.
The fragile voices of the newly born rise from their cribs 
like tiny singing birds, to celebrate the miracle of living.
Surrounded by Your loving-kindness, the hostility of 
Your enemies changes into wonder, and to the once 
tumultuous earth comes the reverent silence of the sanc
tuary.
At eventide when we search Your friendly sky, and gaze 
upon the moon and the stars which You have sent spin
ning into their orbits, and contemplate the galaxies that 
glow billions of light years in the distance, we become 
ecstatic, for in that precious moment it is revealed to us 
that humanity enjoys an even nobler excellence.
Ah, yes, humanity!
Humanity is You. You—in flesh and blood, in birth and



life, in work and play, in suffering and health, in want and 
wealth, in death and hope, in mystic survival and eternal 
fulfillment.
And we?
We are a part of humanity.
You have given us an ever-increasing understanding of 
the mysteries of life and living—mysteries both cosmic 
and supercosmic.
Long ago You trusted our ancestors with the beasts of 
the jungle, the birds of the air, and the fish of the sea. 
More recently You have challenged us with the sciences, 
the humanities, and the arts.
But, today?
Today You have involved us with the mysteries of elec
tronics, nuclear physics, genetics, social restructuring, 
and psychic phenomena.
Moving on into the future, we must have Your 
guidance—guidance in the healing of the body and the 
soul; and as these therapeutically converge, interact, and 
coexist, the sacramental rises like the sun in the morning 
sky!
O Blessed Life of all life, sharing Your divinity with us, 
the universe grows radiant with Your majesty!



BY DA VID GUNSTON

Never apologize for show
ing feeling. Remember 
that when you do so, you 
apologize for Truth.

—Benjamin Disraeli

“WHEN IN DOUBT, follow 
your heart and not your mind. 
When you make a mistake of 
the heart, you don’t feel so 
bad.’’ That was the advice of 
Bernard Baruch to Eleanor 
Roosevelt. She was troubled by 
a problem about which she had 
told him: “My mind tells me to 
do it, but my heart tells me not 
to do it.’’

It is extrem ely sound 
counsel, yet so often we are 
reluctant to follow it. All too 
frequently we are afraid to 
follow the promptings of our 
heart because we feel that giv
ing way to sentiment is a sign 
of weakness.

We forget that the dictionary 
describes sentiment not only as 
“an idea colored by emotion,’’ 
but also as “refined feeling.” 
We too readily confuse the 
rightful role of sentiment, or 
deep and tender feeling, with 
sentimentality, or its excessive 
domination of our thoughts.

As G. K. Chesterton once

said, “the meanest fear is the 
fear of sentiment,” and as Ar- 
dis Whitman rightly com
ments: “How often it robs life 
of grace and sweetness! 
Because we are afraid people 
will think us ‘soft’ we hide our 
tenderness under a cloak of 
sophistication.’’

Yet to live under this cloak is 
to live a life of surface sham. 
It is to go through the world 
wearing a hard and often un
comfortable mask of acting as 
we think other people want us 
to act, instead of acting as we 
feel.

We need to frequently ask 
ourself why we do this, from 
what are we seeking to protect 
ourself? Are the imagined 
thoughts of other people so im
portant? Is it not possible that 
some of them may be acting 
the same way for fear of what 
we may think of them, and that 
most of them are much too con
cerned with their own lives to 
bother all that much about our 
behavior anyway?

It is evident that much anti
sentiment training is instilled 
in us at an early age by adults 
(especially if we are male). It 
seems odd to bring up our chil-



j o u r  r m ^ R T
dren to believe that warmth 
and tenderness equal weak
ness, while coldness equals 
maturity and strength.

After all, as Powell Davies 
points out, “We are all lonely 
under the stars; all strangers 
and sojourners here on earth.” 
Surely then, we must stretch 
our hands and feelings of 
warmth from within us to one 
another, rather than to con
stantly suppress them. But so 
indoctrinated are we against 
their expression that we 
swallow back tender words and 
mumble something mundane 
and meaningless, or assume a 
casualness to the world that is 
totally at odds with the tender 
emotions we are experiencing 
at that moment.

There is in all this a strong 
element of fear, of course, but 
also some dishonesty, since we 
aim to present ourself to others 
not as we really are, but as 
something else that we believe 
to be stronger, more adult. It 
might also be argued that 
herein, too, lies something of 
our Puritan ancestry—the 
belief that all our natural-rising 
feelings must be stifled for the 
good of our soul.

Who among us is in reality so 
strong and secure that we 
never need tenderness and 
warmth? So much of what is 
lovely and rewarding in life 
springs from just these emo
tions, in spite of our effort to 
thwart them when we ex
perience them ourself.

The neglect of our heart can
not wholly be put down to the 
pace of modern life, to our lack 
of leisure and quiet. It surely 
must go deeper than that, 
although it is true that so 
many of the little graces that 
once made life more tender and 
devoted to sentiment have 
been swept away in the name 
of progress.

All the more reason for delib
erately setting aside some time 
each day, whenever possible, 
just for the little things of sen
timent—not to wallow in them 
or to gush over them to others, 
but simply to give them ex
pression.

Any study of the lives of tru
ly great men and women 
reveals that they always have 
not only the heart for senti
ment, but also the time for it. 
Yet their days are no longer 
than ours.



It is then, chiefly a matter of 
priorities. It is a matter, to 
quote Ardis Whitman again: 
“ of what we are willing to 
pay for the gentle ties which we 
know in our hearts we would 
not forfeit for any amount of 
money. In our terrifying and 
impersonal world, what fools 
we are if we do not keep alive 
the little candles, the lovely 
light of sentiment!”

The truest expressions of 
sincere sentiment are frequent
ly the little things of life. We do 
not have to overwhelm and 
swamp others with the intensi
ty of our emotions; it is far bet
ter to release them through the 
tiny gestures and acts that 
make life really a thing of the 
heart. The letter or card, the 
small gift, the touch or gesture 
or kind word or other apprecia
tion when these are given for 
the sake of the other person 
and our regard for him or her, 
with no other purpose or expec

tancy of receiving them in the 
recipient. These are the best 
tokens of sentiment, and the 
most effective.

If further convincing is need
ed, there is also a strictly prac
tical reason for always follow
ing one's heart, this time in the 
big things of life. Talking one 
day to Theodor Reik, Sigmund 
Freud declared frankly and per
sonally, “When making a deci
sion of minor importance, I 
have always found it advan
tageous to consider all the pros 
and cons. In vital matters, 
however, such as the choice of a 
mate or a profession, the deci
sion should come from the un
conscious, from something 
within ourselves. In the impor
tant decisions of our personal 
life, we should be governed, I 
think, by the deep inner needs 
of our nature.”

In other w ords —and 
always—follow your heart!

0

Such as I Have
(Continued from page 32)

want God to give us something 
and we send out beseeching 
prayers, although all the while 
the “such as I have” waits to 
be recognized and accepted. 
Sometimes we need the en
couragement of a loved one, 
friend, or even a stranger to be

mindful of the inner gift, and 
awakened from a deadened 
or lethargic state of con
sciousness toward the vital 
realization of life and its 
greater action empowered by 
our own faith.

Jesu s em p loyed d irect 
spiritual psychology, repeated
ly telling those who sought 
healing to rise up, to do



Norman V. Olsson

something, “take up your bed 
and go home.”

All Truth teachers know that 
the first acquaintance new stu
dents have with a powerful af
firmation is that the positive 
statement works miraculously 
in the area of life where it is 
most needed. Later, as one set
tles into a less expectant state 
of mind, the rightness of new 
ideas is lost to human com
placency, and the gift of “such 
as I have" seems to lose its 
Christmas magic, its breath
taking air of spring, its true in
nate value. We all need the 
instruction Paul gave to 
Timothy, “rekindle the gift of 
God that is within you.” 

Thinking of yourself, the 
answer to the question of 
where a miracle begins, is quite 
simply with “such as I have.” 
Peter initiated the action that

brought a spontaneous re
sponse from the lame man. 
Something must happen in the 
subjectivity of the soul, it can
not be forced upon another per
son. Revival meetings can ex
cite a response. A quiet prayer 
time alone can work a miracle. 
It can happen in the will and 
desire of an innocent child’s 
mind.

In my early boyhood my old
er brother was paralyzed by 
polio. For weeks he could not 
walk. The family doctor, who in 
those days made his house 
calls with a frequency unbeliev
able today, came and went. As 
the waiting period lengthened, 
a grim resignation to face the 
worst while hoping for the 
best, was apparent. One morn
ing I saw my brother take a 
few steps. I rushed downstairs 
and with bright, excited eyes 
proclaimed, “Harry is walk
ing!” One might say that 
God's will prevailed, nature's 
healing work triumphed, or 
Harry was one of the “lucky” 
ones. No one really knows how 
much Harry took the affir
mative, in his child’s sense of 
challenge with the flesh, and 
resolved in his spirit to go all 
the way with “such as I have.” 

Each time I watch the track 
and field events of the Olym
pics I marvel at how an extra 
effort calls forth just that little 
bit more of the “such as I 
have'' to break a world record



or finish in first place. The fac
tor of faith in oneself far over
shadows the spirit of competi
tion.

The poet Robert Browning 
gave an insight into how far 
one can go with only a fraction 
of the whole thing. He wrote, 
“On the earth the broken arcs; 
in heaven, the perfect round." 
Follow an arc on the exact 
curve of its bend and it will end 
its destination in a perfect cir
cle. Work with any inspiration 
and the spark of an idea is ig
nited into full realization.

Jesus always praised the 
principle of faith that works 
with the “such as I have." He 
spoke of working with even the 
least measure of your faith, “as 
a grain of mustard seed." He 
saw greater virtue in the widow 
who gave her small offering, 
the “widow’s mite" of two cop
per coins, as more in spiritual
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value than those who easily 
gave larger sums. “Truly, I say 
to you, this poor widow has put 
in more than all those who are 
contributing to the treasury. 
For they all contributed out of 
their abundance; but she out of 
her poverty has put in every
thing she had, her whole liv
ing.” The demonstration of 
everything we seek to ac
complish begins with our using 
such as we have in the con
scious measure of our faith, 
love, strength, or whatever the 
quality of spirit.

The father of a friend of mine 
came to New York City early 
this century. He was a Russian 
Jew, escaping one of the po
groms then underway. He ar
rived in America penniless, the 
typical immigrant of his time, 
alone in a strange and awesome 
land. Somehow he got started 
in our free enterprise system 
selling pencils and stationery 
on the sidewalks of New York. 
From small sales, he built up 
his meager inventory. Gradual
ly he took on new lines, upgrad
ed his business, and went into 
new fields of selling. Years 
passed and he prospered. He 
went into food processing. Dur
ing World War II the govern
ment made large purchases of 
his products. Toward retire
ment he lived on Park Avenue 
and his educated son handled 
much of his correspondence, 
because he still spoke what is



termed “broken English.’’ He 
had invested the mite of his in
ventories again and again. He 
had followed the arc that led to 
the perfect round of success. 
He had nourished the seeds of 
faith in himself. He had worked 
the miracle of “such as I 
have.’’

How does a miracle begin? 
How is it empowered? Life is 
filled with miracles that never 
cease. They begin in the first 
impulse of faith, are em
powered by what we accept 
and expect beyond what ap
pears. The secret ingredient of 
every miracle is the “such as I 
have." We can work up 
miracles for ourself, and we can 
give of that inner ingredient 
to help others. Emerson said, 
“Unless I stand on higher 
ground, how can I lift up my 
brother?’’ Peter and John 
stood on that higher ground at 
the gate of the temple which is

called “Beautiful’’ when the 
lame man was healed by the 
spoken word of Truth, the giv
ing of the greatest gift one can 
give to another.

Life's temple invites us to 
enter in. Its gate is the portal 
between existing and living, 
and it is beautiful. The hand of 
faith reaches out, sometimes in 
our own inner believing and 
sometimes from another soul, 
but always it is the hand of 
God. When love accompanies 
faith (because Peter personified 
faith and John was the disciple 
of love), all the spiritual powers 
for demonstration are there to 
use the “such as I have.” 
Miracles begin right where we 
are. Miracles will never cease. 
We should work with what we 
have in our own spirituality, to 
enjoy our share, and walk 
through that gate called 
“Beautiful” into the temple of 
life. 0

Do Not Judge Yourself

You may think that you have made many mistakes. Do 
not judge yourself, for you have done everything accord
ing to your particular stage of unfoldment and the cir
cumstances at the time. All that has ever been has direct 
bearing on what is now. No time is separated from the 
time that went before or the time that is yet to come. All 
the past experiences that you have called good or bad 
brought you to this, the present time. By no other way 
could you come to today. What is to come depends on 
what you are thinking and feeling.—Sue Sikking; A 
Letter to Adam.



IN THE MIDST of the word “life,” is the powerful and 
creative word if. How we use this little if determines how 
we find our good. It is up to us! I f we want to claim a 
more abundant life, one filled with peace, joy, and plenty, 
there is a sure way. I f we open our consciousness to His 
indwelling presence, we will find that sure way. I f  we 
want to be free of fears and doubts, God will answer our 
prayers and free us if we trust Him for the right answers.

Many of us have our own self-limitations, such as: I f I 
had more talent I could realize my dream, or if I had more 
health I would be happy and filled with joy, or if I had 
more money and the right connections I would be suc
cessful. These kinds of self-limitations simply project our 
human limitations onto our concept of God’s ability. 
Such thinking says we really do not believe the extent of 
God’s ability and thus we project our doubts onto Him.

I f I really want to redeem any negative situation or con
dition in my life, I must first discipline myself to turn in 
prayer for guidance and inspiration. My faith-filled belief 
in the answer will be a positive one if I do not fasten my 
grip on the negation, no matter how valid I may have led 
myself to believe it is. One should never speak out on a 
negative problem unless one has a positive idea to give 
which will help to correct it.

In the play “The Man of La Mancha,” Don Quixote 
looked only at the good. He was not unaware of the bad, 
but he talked about the good and ignored the negative. If 
we keep talking about the good, the bad becomes self- 
correcting. Don Quixote was accused of being crazy but 
he asked, “Who is crazy? Am I crazy because I see the 
world as it could become? Or, is the world crazy because 
it sees itself as it appears?”

If we see our world as it is and paint the picture as it ap-



pears, we do fail to lift the rest 
of the world as well as ourself. 
I f we paint the drab and dark 
picture, we spread the belief in 
darkness to others. They in 
turn become discouraged and 
find little strength to resist it 
and the if in their life becomes 
lost. They soon adopt the idea 
that “if you can’t beat them,

join them," and with this at
titude they join up with what 
they consider to be the ir
revocable forces. But in Truth, 
there is only one irrevocable 
force—God the good. It takes a 
lot of that little positive if in 
our life, but: “Every one to 
whom much is given, of him 
will much be required.” 0

y*jeneclicIionC
By John M. Byrns, Jr.

You are My seed.
Within you I have placed all power. 
Need I say more to prove 
That limitless you are;
That through love, deed, and aspiration 
You expand to reach a star?

Go forth My seed!
May the pent-up creativity within you 
Burst the shell of time and space 
And explode into the Truth 
Of all you were meant to be 
From the moment of creation.

I give you all.
If less you see
It is your self-developed shell 
Which calls the cadence of captivity 
And halts the flow of Spirit 
Seeking to fly free!



I’m a new person.
A new person 
Today!

What I was yesterday 
Has gone—
Changed forever.

What I was yesterday 
Has dissolved 
Like snow.

The problems I’ve wrestled with 
I’m ready to solve.

The people I’ve disliked 
I’m ready to love.

The body I’ve neglected 
I’m ready to heal.

All at once I’m alive,
Free from ties that have bound me.

All at once I can see 
What my life is meant to be.

All at once it is (1/1 fNew Year’s //7 /*/ 1 •
Christmas

Birthdays
1/ ied ita tion

Easter /ij)
Sunrise on î yverco m in g

First crocus 
First love.

By Barby McClure

I’m so amazed!
Now I can hear flowers 
Laughing at the same time 
I listen to my silence.
I’m a new person.
A new person 
Today!



“The spiritual nature of life seems a paradox.
Most of us were taught that the only-begotten Son 
is Jesus, who was, indeed, the perfect expression 
of the divine idea.’’

Paradoxes
BY MARGARET POUNDERS

A FEW YEARS ago a Russian cosmonaut circled the earth in his 
spaceship, then returned with the profound pronouncement that 
he had searched the heavens and found no God. While most Chris
tians laughed at his conclusion, many may well have been per
plexed. Haven't most of us, at one time or another in our life, con
ceived of God as a large and powerful man, and heaven as a literal 
place where we would like to go after death?

Since the day man first became aware of himself as an individual 
entity, he has intuitively felt the presence of a power higher than 
himself. In an effort to find this Being, we build images, altars, 
temples, and faraway heavens to contain Him. These places are 
not, never have been, and never will be the habitation of this 
Power.

The cosmonaut could have spared himself the trouble of his un
productive search had he been familiar with the words that Jesus 
spoke almost two thousand years ago: “The kingdom of God is in 
the midst of (or within) you.”

A literalist might argue this statement, for surely every cell 
within the physical structure we call the body has been scientif
ically scrutinized without finding such an organ as the “kingdom 
of God.” Again Jesus answers: “God is spirit, and those who wor
ship him must worship in spirit and truth.”



“The paradox of the kingdom of God can be partially 
understood by describing what it is not.’’

Here we find one of many 
paradoxes in the science of 
Spirit: first, that a kingdom, 
which to our human under
standing consists of a large 
land mass, abides within each 
of us, a kingdom which cannot 
be perceived by our physical 
senses; and second, that the 
only Power there is, is invisi
ble, indiscernible, immutable.

Webster defines the word 
“paradox” as “a statement 
contrary to common belief; a 
statement that seems contra
dictory, unbelievable, or ab
surd, but that may actually be 
true in fact; something incon
sistent with common expe
rience or having contradictory 
qualities.” This definition fully 
qualifies the metaphysics of 
the spirit as paradoxical to our 
human logic. To recognize 
these eternal verities we must 
enter a state of consciousness 
where we set aside our ordinary 
tendency to judge by appear
ances. To put it in the ver
nacular, things are seldom as 
they seem! To understand 
Spirit we must go beyond the 
facts to the unchanging Truths 
of being. To the natural man

this can well be a stumbling 
block.

The spiritual nature of life 
seems a paradox. Most of us 
were taught that the only-be
gotten Son is Jesus, who was, 
indeed, the perfect expression 
of the divine idea. We were 
taught that the one God exists 
as three persons, each separate 
and distinct. Complex theol
ogies have been devised to ex
plain our individual place in 
this confusing relationship. 
The paradox, however, lies in 
this Truth: every one of us is 
the only-begotten son of God, 
each an individual and unique 
expression known to ourself as 
“I AM”; and the three person
ages of the Trinity are the 
three facets through which 
creation occurs—mind, idea, 
expression—three facets which 
we, who are made in His image, 
duplicate in our individual 
creative processes.

God does not categorize 
according to age, social status, 
physical condition, or personal 
peculiarities. If God knew us as 
old, sick, poor, or cantanker
ous, then healing could never 
take place. It is as the only-be-



“We search for words to describe this divine idea of 
love-grace, peace, order—but words are inadequate.”

gotten of the Father, the per
fect Christ, that God sees each 
of us. For the abundant life, we 
turn from the appearance 
presented by our senses and in
tuitively look to the divine pat
tern that God knows us to be.

We are offered what sounds 
like paradoxical advice on how 
to fully express this life as sons 
of God: “Blessed are the poor 
in spirit . . . ”; “So the last 
will be first, and the first last”; 
“For whoever would save his 
life will lose it, and whoever 
loses his life . . . will find it.” 
What did Jesus mean; that we 
should degrade and humiliate 
ourself, perform acts of self- 
flagellation on our body? Of 
course not! These sayings are 
problematical only until we dis
cover the futility of striving to 
exalt that part of us that was 
never intended to be exalted, 
and discover that by releasing 
the little personal “me,” every 
force in the universe rushes to 
the exaltation of the real me 
that “I AM.”

We also learn the truth of the 
paradox that to have anything 
we must first free it. In the 
book of Genesis we learn that

Abraham had a covenant with 
God that he would become the 
“father of a multitude of na
tions.” His only son by his wife 
Sarah was to carry on the line. 
Imagine Abraham's sorrow 
when he was told by God to 
give Isaac as a burnt offering. 
In perfect faith, however, he 
set out to do as he was told. 
Willingly, he turned loose of 
his dream of siring a host of 
descendants. In so doing, God 
provided another sacrifice 
which allowed Isaac to live to 
become the grandfather of the 
twelve tribes of Israel. Abra
ham loosed his dream and thus, 
fulfilled it. In our own life it is 
only when we, like Abraham, 
release our preconceived no
tions and concepts of what we 
must do or have and how it 
must come about that we are 
free to accept our highest good 
and demonstrate our true self.

The spiritual nature of love is 
paradoxical. We look to Jesus’ 
parable of the prodigal son and 
our sympathy goes out to the 
elder son who obediently 
served his father, only to 
observe his wayward brother 
openly rewarded for the simple



“We also learn the truth of the paradox that to have 
anything we must first free it.”

act of leaving the pigsty in 
which he had placed himself 
and returning home. We under
stand the feelings of the 
workers in the vineyard who 
labored all day to receive the 
same pay as those who arrived 
at the eleventh hour. “It is not 
fair!’’ our humanness cries out. 
Yet in these parables we 
observe the paradox of God’s 
limitless love compared to the 
possessive and restrictive love 
of man. As we read these para
bles we see that the justice of 
the spiritual realm is of a 
higher order, and that man’s 
love is but a shadow of the love 
that is God’s.

Charles Fillmore said, “Love, 
in Divine Mind, is the idea of 
universal unity.” In expression 
it “is the power that joins and 
binds in divine harmony the 
universe and everything in it. ’'

We search for words to 
describe this divine idea of 
love—grace, peace, order—but 
words are inadequate. “God is 
love,” we are told. In the 
simplest terms, once an indi
vidual enters into the kingdom 
of love, he is there. It matters 
not one whit who or what he

has been or done nor how long 
it took him to arrive. The slate 
is clean. All that the Father has 
is his, and it is as though he 
had never wandered from the 
Father’s house.

Substance, at its spiritual 
core, presents a paradox to our 
human thinking. Over the 
short term material “things” 
are diminished and depleted 
with use. If we have a basket of 
apples and give them away, we 
observe that they are gone. Yet 
in this paradoxical kingdom of 
God, this is not the case. As 
the old song tells us, “It ain’t 
necessarily so.” The more we 
give away, the more there is to 
give.

G od’s supply is without 
limit. We read in the Old Testa
ment story of Elisha and the 
widow, the spiritual power of 
substance, that divine idea 
underlying all formed matter. 
The widow’s only valuable 
possession was a small amount 
of oil. Elisha multiplied the oil 
to fill every empty vessel she 
could provide. This same prin
ciple is demonstrated in Jesus' 
feeding of the five thousand. 
He started with five loaves and



“The real of us, the I AM of us is eternal. It has 
to be.’’

two fishes, but these were 
multiplied until everyone was 
fed and there was food left 
over.

Jesus told us, “Whatever 
you ask in prayer, believe that 
you have received it, and it will 
be yours.” The moment a 
prayer is uttered, whether ver
bally or in the silence, it is 
answered, even though it has 
not yet appeared in manifest 
form. This defies all laws of 

. physics. How can something 
exist the instant we request it 
(or even before) when we can
not touch, see, hear, taste, or 
smell it? To our human point of 
view it cannot. Yet when we 
look beyond the concept of 
matter to the eternal idea of 
substance, that unformed mind 
essence which stands back of 
all form, we realize, like the 
widow who sought Elisha’s 
assistance, that all we need do 
to receive is to provide the 
receptacle. The only condition 
attached to our perfect demon
stration of health, prosperity, 
and happiness is that we ac
cept these gifts from God.

The paradox of the kingdom 
of God can be partially under-

stood by describing what it is 
not. It is not like dividing a pie 
into eight slices and eight per
sons receiving one eighth of the 
pie each. It is like taking one 
pie and giving the entire pie to 
eight people. It is not like the 
ocean engulfing one drop of 
water, but rather like the single 
drop swallowing the entire 
ocean. It is not like creation 
evolving the individual man. It 
is like man involving all of crea
tion within his own individu
ality. Impossible? It appears to 
be.

But what greater paradox 
could there be than man’s cer
tainty of eternal life? With no 
physical evidence, since man 
first knew himself as a creature 
with the power to reason he has 
innately believed in the immor
tality of his soul. Archaeolo
gists have discovered primitive 
man buried with his favorite 
possessions arranged within 
easy reach to be used by the 
owner when he awakens from 
his sleep.

With our physical senses we 
comprehend only that which 
exists within a specific time 
span. With physical vision we



see loved ones born, live a few 
years, then pass on. Yet spiri
tual vision, that which defies 
the laws of logic, “sees” that 
this cannot be.

Jesus said, “Before Abra
ham was, I am,” and “I am the 
resurrection and the life.” He 
recognized His spiritual iden
tity, then demonstrated His 
teachings, both by the miracles 
He performed during His life 
and by His victory over the 
Cross. The real of us, the I AM 
of us is eternal. It has to be. It

is inconceivable that an all- 
loving, all-knowing God would 
have planted the seed of Him
self into the soil of our soul 
only to uproot it with harsh 
and sudden finality. We know 
this with a knowing that defies 
mortal limitation. We recog
nize ourselves as did Jesus— 
birthless and deathless, in
habitants of eternity, natives 
of that kingdom of God which, 
paradoxically, is the spirit 
within each and every one of 
us. Q
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THE 
UNREALITY 
OF ERROR

My understanding of 
Truth reveals the unreali
ty of sickness and the 
reality o f health. I  am ra
diant with the under
standing that abiding 
health is my divine in
heritance.
My understanding of the 
omnipresence of elemen
tal substance opens the 
door to a continuous in
flow of superabundance 
into my mind and affairs. 

LACK OF understanding, not 
only individual but collective, 
confronts us on every side. We 
blunder through life instead of 
walking confidently, open- 
eyed. Or we sit in the city of in
decision waiting for something 
to turn up when, urged and 
guided by the inner light, we 
should be going forth to meet 
good fortune.

We never weary of quoting 
that wise observation of 
Job's,“There is a spirit in man, 
and the breath of the Almighty

giveth them understanding.’' 
(A.V.) Most persons think that 
understanding is gained by in
tellectual development, mostly 
in institutions of learning. But 
the Book of Job was written by 
one who had great understand
ing but no literary degrees, so 
far as is known. Some authori
ties claim the book is at least 
five thousand years old; but 
Job knew much about Spirit 
both in Jehovah and in man. In 
the passage quoted he uses the 
pronoun “them" instead of 
“he" in referring to man, thus 
revealing that he understood 
the spiritual nature of man to 
be dual: male and female. Job’s 
familiarity with Spirit and 
spiritual laws is evidence to a 
metaphysician that he gained 
his understanding direct from 
Spirit. Jesus taught, “It is the 
spirit that giveth life.”

We would not belittle intel
lectual knowledge if it is ac
quired under the guidance of 
Spirit. The one and only object 
of man’s existence is the 
development of his soul, and 
any attainment, whether men
tal or material, that cannot be 
associated with and counted as 
an aid toward that end will 
ultimately be refused. So it is 
the concentration of the mind 
on Spirit that reveals the truth 
about the many situations that 
meet us in our daily contacts. 
If we count health and disease 
as equal, the “thought stuff”



of our mind will animate them 
with like potency. We shall find 
ou rse lv es be liev in g that 
disease is just as real and far 
more catching than health.

Yet a moment’s analysis of 
the relation between disease 
and health shows that health is 
the real, the God-given condi
tion, and disease the unreal, 
the abnormal, from which we 
are all seeking to escape. Truth 
not only shows the reality at 
the core of all things; it also 
shows that we shall never 
escape from the unreal so long 
as we allow our mental pro
cesses to clothe it with 
“thought stuff.’’

If you deny disease as devoid 
of reality and affirm health as 
spiritual and abiding, the 
Spirit will bear witness with 
your spirit and you will 
demonstrate health.

Daily concentration of mind 
on Spirit and its attributes 
reveals to man that the elemen
tal forces that make matter are 
here in the ether awaiting our 
recognition and appropriation. 
It is not necessary to know all 
the details of the scientific law 
in order to demonstrate pros
perity. Go into the silence daily 
at a stated time and concen
trate on the substance of Spirit 
prepared for you from the foun
dation of the world. You will 
thus open up a current of 
thought that will bring pros
perity into your affairs. 0

I L L U M I N A T I O N  —  Id ea s are 
hinged; they swing in and they 
swing out. An idea that swings 
in has a mission. It is of Spirit. 
On the inner activity side, 
ideas behold the great wisdom 
and attach themselves to it, 
losing their identity as limited 
things. A single idea born of 
wisdom is irresistible.

God’s wisdom guides me, 
and I make right decisions.

H E A L I N G  —  “ Be ye t r an s 
formed by the renewing of your 
mind.” If we want to see the 
real expression of Divine Mind 
in our body, all we have to do is 
image it mentally. We must 
put our I AM identity into it 
and affirm that the perfect 
body, as idealized by God, is 
now manifest in us.

God’s life heals me, and 
I am cleansed and renewed 

in mind and body.

P R O S P E R I T Y — T h e  Father 
yearns to have His love felt by 
every one of us. When we 
develop the capacity to feel 
divine love, it b e c om e s  a 
magnet which draws to us all 
that is required to make us 
happy and contented.

God’s prospering love 
blesses me, and I have 
plenty for every need.



BY GERRIE SCHOBER

“AFTER I HAVE grown old, and my husband is old, shall I have 
pleasure?’’ These are the words of Sarah after God advised 
Abraham that, although their years were many, they would soon 
have a son. Sarah knew that such pleasure was right in the eyes of 
the Lord. Her question was, “After so many years, shall I still 
have pleasure?’’

To give and receive love provides necessary lessons for soul 
growth, our very reason for existence on this life plane. It is 
through experiences gained through body and soul that we pro
gress. To love in this world, to live, to respond and be glad we have 
been a part of it, this is our blessing. This is our growth. This is our 
fulfillment. Wisdom is gained not from intellect alone, but from an 
added ingredient known as experience. God has given us blessings 
of many varied circumstances from which we can learn. Love is 
only a word until it is encountered. Through the experience of love 
we learn admiration, patience, consideration, honesty, gentleness, 
respect. As Henry Ward Beecher so aptly stated, “I never knew 
how to worship until I knew how to love.’’

Paul tells us in Hebrews, “Let marriage be held in honor among 
all, and let the marriage bed be undefiled.’’ The union between man 
and wife is a very special gift from our Creator, designed to be used 
with the utmost admiration and respect. In this union the soul and 
body of two of G od’s creatures meet in devotion and tenderness to 
again express the very warmest love from which they originated.

What a marvelous realization that we have been created by a lov
ing Father who is exceedingly pleased with us. Should we not be 
equally as proud of ourself? To be proud of ourself, it is necessary



that we care about and for ourself. As we keep our body bathed, 
our hair combed, and our appearance neat, we are showing pride in 
what we are. Our pride carries forward into our activities and af
fairs. It is our duty to be proud of our body, to bless our whole be
ing, and to let it express all the qualities of beauty, serenity, and

love. It is our duty to enjoy the 
life God has given us—to enjoy 
it in ways that express His con
sideration and devotion—in the 
process of giving and receiv
ing.

It is the nature of satan 
thoughts to destroy beauty. 
Through the misuse of our 
God-given gifts, through 
m isunderstandings passed 
down from generation to 
generation we have allowed 
negative thoughts entry and 
given them power. As we dwell

on the realization that all 
power is of God, expressing as 
love, as consideration for the 
desires of others, we develop 
within the soul our awareness 
of oneness with the source of 
all love. “If we love one 
another, God abides in us and 
his love is perfected in us.’’

As human beings, our Father 
has given us, among others, 
five beautiful gifts: the senses 
of sight, touch, taste, smell, 
and hearing. For what purpose 
were these to be used, if not in-



deed to express His glory?
What a magnificent privilege 

to see with our human eyes the 
splashing of the waves against 
the seashore; to run our 
fingers, oh so gently, over the 
soft petals of a rose; to sip 
crisp, clear water from a moun
tain stream; to inhale the fresh 
smell of an orchard in bloom, 
sea breezes, wild flowers in 
spring. What wonders of the 
glory of God in expression, all 
here for us to enjoy.

The birds sing in the trees; 
the gulls call to each other at 
the water’s edge. Children 
laugh in gleeful joy at play and 
beautiful voices attest to the 
harmony of song. Even the 
quiet hush of a forest, its 
mossy carpet at peace under 
the calm of shade trees, its 
squirrels quietly enjoying a 
soft ray of sun, cry out, “Hear, 
oh hear the sounds of God in 
expression!”

Life! Life in all its illustrious 
beauty! Life, at which through 
our senses we marvel! Its 
wonder created by, in, and of 
God, sustained and forever 
continuing in full glory. God 
created life! God created ways 
in which we could enjoy and ex
press that life.

God gave us our senses to ex
press life and to express 
love—to let His beautiful 
spiritual qualities come into ex
pression through the medium 
of material entities here on

earth. Are we not expressing 
this life and this love when we 
join as husband and wife, 
demonstrating the closest, 
sweetest, most special union 
conceived of God on this earth? 
Are we not letting His love 
grow into the beautiful 
manifestation that He surely 
intended for our human ex
istence at this particular level 
of our journey? If we were 
beyond this level of expression, 
would we be manifesting as 
human beings at this time? 
Would we be interplaying with 
other humans to bring forth 
His life, His love, His joy and 
peace, if that were not His in
tent? Why, oh dear couples, do 
we ever hesitate to feel that 
this one very distinctive, very 
personal and beautiful expres
sion of God’s love should be ex
cluded? Or are we to consider 
that all expressions of His 
glory should be humanly set 
aside as we then believe that 
we are merrily continuing our 
journey up the spiritual path? 
God Himself must surely cry, 
“My dear children! Would I 
have given you this sense to 
waste while I urge you to use 
the others? Use it, dear ones. 
Do not abuse it in wrong usage, 
no more than you would abuse 
the other senses in wrong 
usage. But use it, yes! Show 
forth My love as I surely in
tended!”

©



By Mildred I. Stewart

Oh, to fly above the mountains 
as an eagle,

Or to fly above the sea 
as the seagull,

Or even above the meadow 
as a meadowlark.

I feel the boundaries of my life 
and desire to soar.

Or are we all akin within our yearnings?

Does the lark aspire to soar above the ocean, 
Or the seagull to reach the mountaintops,
Or even the eagle to the heights of heaven? 
Do we, within the inner circle of 

the earthly span,
Long, with deep-set pinings, 

to reach above 
ourselves?



‘"Lettei# to l/je iid ito i
I would like to extend my 

deepest gratitude to your staff and 
the many writers who contribute 
to Unity’s various forms of circu
lation and for the beautiful enlight
enment I have received through 
your work in the past six years. 
My family is happier, our health is 
better, and our whole outlook on 
life has changed for the bet
ter.— B.T., Louisiana.

©
Thank you for “The Woman 

Who Learned to Love Christmas” 
which was in the December 1977 
UNITY Magazine. Of all the 
delightful, heart-tugging, Christ
mas stories, this is the dearest and 
best. 1 had not intended to have a 
tree this year, but perhaps there 
will be a small one —and I shall 
listen to it carefully! — A. Z ., 
Michigan.

o  I

I have not received an issue of 
UNITY Magazine that hasn’t had 
an article, poem, or prayer that 
seems to hit upon the help I need 
at that very time. I love your 
magazine and bless the friend who 
thought enough of me to send 
it. — R.B., Utah.

I have been an avid reader of 
both UNITY Magazine and Daily 
Word for many years. In the be
g i nn ing ,  I jus t  r e ad  the 
lessons—now I study them. It has 
made great changes in my person
ality. I do thank you for the help I 
have received. God bless you and 
your work.— J.P., New York.

Q
The purpose of this letter is to 

thank you for the inspiring writings 
in UNITY Magazine. I have 
clipped some of them and have 
posted them on the bulletin board 
at work. I sincerely hope that they 
will fill the readers with inspiration 
as they have done for me. —C.S., 
Texas.

©
I just finished reading James 

Dillet Freeman’s Christmas story, 
“The Woman Who Learned to 
Love Christmas,” and felt im
pelled to write and express my ad
miration for his beautiful “true” 
story—the truth of G od’s gift to us 
so long ago. When we become 
conscious of the Christ Spirit with
in us, then we can celebrate 
Christmas every day of the 
year! —K.L., Ohio.



’I Until '.Mark
YOUR GOD-G IVEN  
POTENTIAL 
by Winifred Wilkinson 
Hausmann; Unity Books, 
Unity Village, Missouri 
64065; $3.95.

The highest goal toward 
which we aspire and direct our 
living is attainment of a con
sciousness of oneness with God 
and the expression on Earth of 
this divine unity. The drive 
toward this goal is inherent. 
Whether or not a person ap
pears to be seeking God, the 
very nature of life is to do so. 
Although there are as many 
paths to this goal as there are 
individuals, those who adhere 
to the Christian philosophy 
seek to follow the way of Jesus 
Christ.

Charles Fillmore, cofounder 
of Unity, was a devoted and 
sincere Christian. He saw in 
Jesus Christ the manifestation 
of a perfect consciousness in 
union with Divine Mind, and 
he sought to demonstrate in

his own life what he perceived 
to be the Christ spirit within 
himself. His seeking, through 
prayer, meditation, study, and 
practice, led him to the revela
tion of the twelve spiritual 
powers of man symbolized in 
Scripture by the Twelve 
Apostles, which he delineated 
in his book, The Twelve Powers 
o f Man. Winifred Wilkinson 
Hausmann, author of Your 
God-Given Potential, has writ
ten this book as a guideline to 
perfecting these spiritual at
tributes within ourself. She 
says, “This book is not de
signed to replace Charles 
Fillm ore’s explanation of the 
twelve powers, which is as 
timely today as it was when 
first published in 1930. It is, 
rather, designed to present a 
practical, step-by-step guide to 
developing our God-given 
potential

Mrs. Hausmann, co-minister 
with her husband George of the 
Unity Center of Cleveland in 
Ohio, reveals through this 
work her excellent understand
ing of the twelve powers con
cept, and rare insight into the 
p ra ctica l app lica tion  of 
metaphysics.

Originally published as a 
series of articles for UNITY 
Magazine, this important book 
is a valuable, even indispens
able addition to the library of 
any Truth seeker.—Pamela 
Yearsley.



our r
od-Given v
otential ^

A New Book
Discover your true self now in Your God- 

Given Potential by Winifred Wilkinson 
Hausmann. Here is a new book on the concept of JS 
the existence and location of twelve inner ^  
powers, as advanced by Charles Fillmore. Your 
God-Given Potential appeared originally in 
UNITY Magazine as a monthly series under the 
title “Develop Your God-Given Potential.”

This is a specific how-to book, which helps 
you, one thought at a time, to recognize your 
twelve powers and shows you an easy step-by- 
step way to realize your potential for the ulti
mate good. Now you can look objectively at the 
wholeness that is you and be excited and stimu
lated to understand and perfect all you are and 
can be.

This hardbound edition is 
priced at only $3.95. You can 
order your copy today by us
ing the convenient order form 
on the flap.
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By John D. Engle, Jr.

Today I read 
the poetry of rain, 
written in silver syllables 
on my windshield, 
printed in puddles 
along the roadside, 
and slanted in hieroglyphics 
along the margins 
of the sky.
It wrote its rhymes 
and ran its rhythms 
across the roof 
of my car.
It flowed
in perfect pentameters 
on my windows.
Today I read 
the rhythm of the rain, 
and every wild, 
quicksilver word 
was singing love.


