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A Menage
fiom $Uei\t tfity

Not long ago, we received a card from a man who said he was 
a letter carrier. While delivering mail, he said, he became 
interested in a UNITY magazine and now he wondered if we 
would send him one.

A woman calling us on the telephone said that she was not 
acquainted with Unity, but she was in great emotional stress 
and had asked an operator if she knew someone she could talk to for 
help, and the operator had given her our number.

Once I met a woman who told me that at a moment of 
explosive crisis in her life she had dialed the wrong number and 
gotten us by mistake. “That was the most fortunate mistake 
I ever made,” she said.

People have told us how they first found our literature in 
hotel rooms, on buses, in trash cans, in laundries, and in public 
restrooms. A Japanese friend told us that he had come on our 
literature when something was mailed to him packed in old 
UNITY magazines to keep it intact.

Often of course it is friends and relatives who introduce our 
literature by giving it as a gift, but many times it is just strangers. 
A woman wrote how forty years ago she had been sitting in a 
park in San Francisco, at the end of her rope physically, 
emotionally, economically, contemplating suicide. Suddenly a 
woman stepped up to her and said: “Excuse me, but there’s 
something about you that gives me the feeling you are in need of 
help. Here is something that can help you.” She pressed a UNITY 
magazine into her hand and left. Unity changed her life.

I don’t believe there is anything human beings can do that is 
more important than helping one another. This is what Unity 
exists for; this is why we print magazines and pamphlets and 
books and write letters and talk on the telephone—to help people.

And our prayer is and always will be that the mailman or the 
telephone operator or the trash bin or the bus or the stranger in 
the park or the friend giving a gift may carry Unity where we 
are needed, when a word of encouragement and love and faith 
may make the difference in a life. ^

To call for prayer help, phone (816) 524-5104. (If you have an urgent need and 
have no means of paying for a call, dial our toll-free number: 800-821-2935.)



Let's Unmask
BY SUE SIKKING

IT ’S HALLOWEEN! The original 
meaning of Halloween is a religious 
meaning: “holy evening.” It was 
observed by the Druids in pre-Christian 
times in England, Scotland, and Ire
land. To those people of ancient times 
it meant the return of the dead to their 
kinsmen in search of warmth and cheer. 
The “trick-and-treaters” that knock at 
our door are outer symbols of an old, 
old belief. Great fires were lighted on 
Halloween to help these spirits find 
their way, and the custom o f building 
such fires continued in these countries 
almost to the present time. The Irish 
brought Halloween to the United 
States, and the religious significance 
has been lost in the outer festival we 
have today. Let us look again from 
where we are today to revelations that 
have come down through the centuries, 
and perhaps we will find something 
beautiful and wonderful that has been 
lost down through the ages; perhaps we 
can find a new, exciting revelation for 
ourself.

Halloween ends at midnight, and the 
day following is All Saints’ Day. (The

evening before All Saints’ Day is still 
known in some Christian churches as 
All Souls’ Day.) At midnight on Hal
loween, in the first moment of All 
Saints’ Day, we unmask, so that we 
may know that everyone is a saint, that 
behind every mask is the God-self. The 
glad tidings, the new testimony, is that 
this Being, or universal Presence we call 
God, is the real Being that dwells be
hind every face, the activity and move
ment of all life, the power that move^ 
every heart, mind, and hand. What we 
call life is the true Presence of all, the 
invisible Presence. To know the truth is 
to see through appearances and be 
aware of the real. Within is the real, and 
the outer is the mask that hides the real. 
From ancient days man has regarded 
the “person” of man as a disguise. 
Person comes from the Latin per and 
sona, meaning to “sound through.” 
The person is the outer expression of 
the real. It is the God-man within that' 
sounds through. Personality is a mask, 
and finding what is behind the mask is 
the purpose of life: man’s discovery of 
his real Self.





The Halloween story is a beautiful 
lesson about the finding of the real 
within. It is a reminder that behind 
every face and form is the One. All are 
in reality saints, all belong to the one 
Power. We make everything whole, or 
holy, when we become aware of this 
truth. On Halloween, when children 
come to our door, it doesn’t matter if 
they have the weird faces of devils, 
ghosts, or skeletons; we know that back 
of each mask is a ch ild’s shining face. 
We cannot see it, but we know it is 
there, and we are not afraid at all, be
cause we know the truth.

Can you learn to unmask all the 
people and all the experiences in the 
world? Can you recognize that back of 
every personality and in every situation 
is this God-being? Can you seek this 
holy One behind all appearances, in 
every act and every situation? Our 
human mind would say there are evil 
people doing destructive things in the 
world, but we must know that the God- 
power is within them and they do not 
know it. We can say of them with Jesus, 
when He was being nailed to the cross,

“Father, forgive them; for they know 
not what they do.”

Use this glorious truth on your 
neighbor, your employer, the man who 
works with you, or anyone who seem
ingly has the power to overwhelm you. 
Know that behind every face is God, 
for God is life! God is living in every 
human form, and no one comes to us 
except the Father sends them. They 
come to us to see if we know that God 
is there. The secret and the mystery 
hidden for generations has been the 
mystery of the God-Presence in all peo
ple.

Can you see behind the mask? Can 
you see behind the mask of every chal
lenge, problem, or assignment that 
comes? Are you overwhelmed, or do 
you realize that back of each expe
rience, back of the problem you can’t 
see through, the condition that is hard 
to manage, the one Presence is there, 
and that out of this experience will 
come some great new unfoldment for 
you? Can you look through world con
ditions and know that the great pres
sures of today are pushing mankind up*
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ward and onward to a higher expression 
o f life? Can you say to yourself: “Be 
not afraid. This is good, and only good 
can come out o f it; it is important that I 
know this”? The greater the challenge, 
the more advanced you are! “The 
higher you climb, the stronger the 
wind” is true in every experience of life 
too.

The Presence behind the mask is the 
“Father” of Jesus and the “I AM” of 
Moses, the real Being that lives within 
us all. Our life’s work is to reach the 
place where we are able, instantly and 
constantly, to see behind the mask and 
be aware of the real in all. When you are 
aware of the real, then all fear about 
yourself or other people or situations, 
conditions, and experiences is gone for
ever. Jesus had great healing power 
because He could see through, He could 
see behind the mask to the real Power 
within. He did not get lost in appear
ances or what seemed to be, but called 
forth the Power from within.

When difficulties arise between 
yourself and another, remind yourself: 
“I am being tried to find out if I know 
that the same Power is in all people. I 
am being examined.” The “mystery 
hidden for generations” and now re
vealed to man is a masquerade, and we 
are here to find ourself and others be
hind every disguise. We are to find all 
good behind every condition and expe
rience. All life is the seeking of the in
visible. We all want love, peace of mind, 
and faith to move into every outer 
experience. We want to create with our 
imagination, to be able to stand and be 
untouched by the pressures of the 
world. We want order in our life and 
affairs, and the joy of living. All of 
these are the invisible expressions of

life. We want to look back to every 
moment of life and know that we have 
been growing and outgrowing.

Let us have no guilt for ourself or 
others, or for the unfolding patterns of 
the past. Without them we could not 
have come a step of the way. Whatever 
lies before us today is an unfolding of a 
seed—and no patterns are ever failures, 
but only the opening of closer relation
ships with our God-self. If we will re
lease the appearances and what seems 
to be, and declare and know the Invisi
ble that is back and through and in all, 
we will “know the truth that sets us 
free.” All that has been brought forth 
in the world, from the smallest gadget 
to the spaceship that took man to the 
moon, has come out of this invisible 
reservoir. This reserve power in the 
human form is limitless. It is unseen, 
but when it moves through us there is 
no limit to our accomplishment.

We all wear masks. Not even those 
who know us best know the unlimited 
and mighty power that is dormant yet 
capable of unfolding within us. In our 
human expression we are not aware of 
the real of others. It is not given us to 
know. In truth, we are not aware of our 
own limitlessness. It is the Almighty 
God that is in all and through all, for 
God is all, and “with God all things are 
possible.”

When we come to the full revelation 
of the true Self within, we will look at 
what others are doing and saying, and 
we will know something greater about 
them than what appears. The mask 
covers and conceals the true being, and 
our whole journey on earth is the find
ing o f the living God. We have thought 
in the past that the earth journey was 
for fame, fortune, and outer power, but



R o n a l d  L y n d  
Harmon, a 28-year- 
o ld  M issourian , is 
e q u a l l y  a t  ease 
whether doing paint
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trations. A rt, music, 
and photography are 
bo th  avocation and 
v o c a t i o n  fo r  Mr .  
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accomplished popular 

organist o f some merit and has entertained not 
only in the United States but also in Germany and 
Iran.

we are being disillusioned and our mind 
arid heart cry out, for they know there 
is something greater. We have come to 
realize that God is Spirit, and Spirit is 
life, and life is our most precious 
possession. We recognize this life in all 
creation, in every plant and blossom. 
We have analyzed nature and said, 
“This is God at work,” but we could 
have ended the statement with the first 
three words: “This is God.”

In Genesis we are told that man was 
given the power to name everything. 
When will we learn the mystery of our 
power to name things? Our judgment 
from the outer is not necessarily true, 
for we are looking at the mask. The law 
is that if we name it good, it will be 
good, and whatever we accept it to be, 
that will be its nature in our experience 
at the moment. So let us not look at the 
appearances, the mask; let’s look be
hind the mask and know that in every 
day of life, regardless of our judgment 
of the day, some great thing is being 
accomplished in our soul. Maybe this is 
why we are taught to “judge not.” How

can we judge when we are only seeing 
the mask?

Everything comes to us that we may 
discover the invisible, the unseen back 
of all expression of life. Let us learn to 
say in this modern day, whatever may 
be appearing to challenge us, to hold 
back, to deter us, “Behind this expe
rience, hidden with it, is my eternal and 
next higher good.” We are not taught to 
see, but to behold, and there is a differ
ence. When we see, we are aware of the 
face, the color of the eyes and the hair, 
but we do not see the soul, and it is the 
soul that is the instrument of Spirit. 
When we look at the outer, the form, 
we look to see if it is well-shaped and 
comely or ugly and awkward. When we 
see the clothes we look to see whether 
they are rich or ragged. When we look 
at the face and hair, we want to see 
whether they are well-groomed or un
kempt. When we behold, we “hold to 
what is real.” Let us behold, let us learn 
to hold to this true being within, in
stead of holding to the outer expression 
of what seems to be, or what we judge it 
to be, or what someone has told us it 
was, or even what we may believe it to 
be. We see many ugly, sick, poor, cor
rupt, distorted appearances. If we 
behold, we cannot behold anything 
except that which is true. Back of any 
human disguise, however terrible or dis
torted it may seem, is the real, the true 
Spirit of God.

The mask we wear day by day can 
fool a lot of people. Yet behind this 
mask that you and I wear, behind the 
person we seem to be and the things we' 
seem to be doing, is the great plan of 
G od unfolding greater and greater 
good. We are all changing. You have 
seen a mask on a person’s face change



from sorrow to happiness, or vice versa. 
You have seen the lines fall away and 
the shine of Spirit and joy take their 
place. We cannot keep from changing, 
any more than we can hold the leaves 
on the tree, or keep the butterfly in the 
cocoon. Don’t be afraid to change. God 
is behind every change, regardless of 
appearances. He is looking through 
you!

Life is a masquerade and an adven
ture of seeing through everything, of 
beholding the Presence in everyone, 
even when we cannot see it. We must 
know this great truth while we are 
walking through the experiences of life, 
while we are working and living with 
people. We must know that all is for our 
and their development and unfold- 
ment. We tell ourself ghost stories and 
try to live with them. We believe that 
this person or this condition, or the 
world, or someone, or something can 
interfere with or hold back God’s good 
for us. You cannot fail because of 
someone else; that is a ghost story! No 
one can cause you to fail. No other 
person, no situation, no condition has 
power over you except what you have 
given to it by believing. You are truly

FULL
By R. H. Grenville

I have been thinking about the word 
fulfillment and the manner in which 
prayers are full filled, not half filled. It 
reca lled the scriptural promise in 
Malachi 3:10: “Put me to the test, says 
the Lord of hosts, if I will not open the 
windows of heaven for you and pour 
down for you an overflowing blessing.”

When such abundant good is so 
clearly promised, anxiety as to how it

the captain of your soul. Every untrue 
picture you paint in your mind is a 
phantom of not-knowing.

Remember at each instant of expe
rience to unmask everything, and you 
can speak to every ghost in your life, to 
every mask (person), and say, “I know 
you are God.” Every experience is a 
step forward to full knowing. We have 
worn our masquerade costume long 
enough. Let us unmask, make every 
day “all saints’ day,” and recognize 
that every person is a saint—whole and 
complete, created of God as God in 
expression.

Let us be aware of that which is real, 
and not be shaken by any ghost stories, 
not even our own. The wise of the 
world have always known that the great 
Spirit of God lives in and through us all. 
Every experience, every incident, every 
negotiation, everything we call expe
rience, trouble, or failure, is the Pres
ence of God moving through us. We are 
evolving and unfolding the divine plan 
that is in the midst of our being, that 
came with us when we were created. 
This is the knowing of truth that will 
set you free—the truth that unmasks 
God, your good. ©

FILL

will reach me is surely a waste of time. 
Today I will take Jesus’ words to heart 
and obey them: “in nothing be anx
ious.”

Divine love pours forth its blessings 
in an undiminished stream. Whatever 
my expectation, God will “full fill” it. 
The choice of a receptacle, the measure 
of its capacity, is up to me. Therefore I 
expand my faith. I enlarge my antici
pation of good.



Fillmore's Metaphysical 
Interpretation 

of Biblical Literature

AMONG ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN 
views of the Bible, one discovers that 
the Catholic, Lutheran, Episcopal, 
Anglican, and Reformed churches are 
in similar streams of thought. Each

views the Bible as the clear, perfect, ' 
inspired, and authoritative word of 
God and guide of man.

The fundamentalists, including 
Baptists, Nazarenes, and Pentecostals,



hold views of the Bible similar to the 
group previously discussed. However, 
this second group adds the doctrinal 
insistence that the individual con
science must be the interpreter of the 
Bible. In practice, this means that the 
individual conscience can be relied 
upon as the absolute interpreter of the 
Bible, so long as the conscience per
ceives in harmony with the fundamen
talists’ doctrinal perspectives. These 
include Scripture-based statements of 
belief, with such particular emphasis on 
certain Scripture as to make them 
appear inordinately important in rela
tion to the rest of the Bible; e.g., the 
ordinances of baptism and of commu
nion, based upon the Lord’s Supper.

Most liberal churches do not believe 
that the Bible is infallible, or that the 
books of the Bible are of equal value 
and importance. This free-spirited 
branch of Protestantism, particularly 
Unitarianism and Universalism (since 
May 1961, the Unitarian Universalist 
Association), tends to place emphasis 
upon those portions of Scripture which 
appear to endorse social action and 
political reform.

The New Thought branch of the 
Christian tree, the Unity movement in 
particular, considers the Bible an im
portant book of inspiration and guid
ance. However, they teach that not all 
of the Bible can be accepted literally; 
that it must be interpreted practically 
and, therefore, inspirationally. Their 
method is called metaphysical inter
pretation.

S ince Charles Fillmore was an 
eclectic, he studied the Scriptures of 
varied cultures and the doctrines of the 
isms that grew in relationship to those 
Scriptures. But Fillmore was not satis

fied with studying what others said 
about the great prophets or teachers— 
particularly Jesus. He closely studied 
the words o f Jesus and not just the 
words written about Him, a process 
which inspired him to conclude that all 
religious experience could be firsthand 
and personal. This conclusion led 
Fillmore to teach that no person needs 
an intermediary between himself and 
his God.

To aid his students in their search for 
meaning in Christian Scriptures, Fill
more published a commentary on the 
International Sunday-School Bible 
Lessons, in the earliest Unity periodi
cals. Finally, in 1931, Fillmore com
pleted the monumental task of com
piling his commentaries and publishing 
The Metaphysical Bible Dictionary, 
with considerable assistance from 
Theodosia DeWitt Schobert and with 
historical and etymological research by 
Paul M. Rigby.

The Dictionary is a scholarly work, 
offering first the correct pronunciation 
and then the Hebrew, Aramaic, or 
Greek definition of the name of the 
person, town, river, place, sea, or thing 
described, plus clarification of signifi
cant words and phrases, and finally, 
their esoteric meanings.

The Dictionary preface explains that 
great care has been exercised in the 
compilation of word definitions after 
consulting with numerous authorities 
and lexicons. Wherever the etymology 
has not become lost, the definitions 
have been traced back to their origins.

Max Dessoir called for this type of 
research in 1906, in his “Aesthetics and 
Theory o f Art”:

“Only the very beginnings of a
word’s life are like a glimpse of



sunlight. Then the word is still 
fresh and vigorous, not faded or 
worn out; its whole meaning is 
grasped by everyone. From this 
insight poets have returned to the 
original meanings of words, to 
rough dialectical forms and natu
ral metaphors.”
That “glimpse of sunlight” was one 

of Fillm ore’s aims; he taught that 
understanding the meaning of proper 
names in the Bible is as essential to a 
suitable interpretation of the Bible as, 
in the words of one of his students, “a 
knowledge of numerical values are to 
solving mathematical problems.”
Concerning Metaphysical 
Bible Interpretation

Fillmore believed that in reading the 
Bible, silently or aloud, and praying 
about its inner meaning, the student 
could successfully interpret Scripture 
for himself. The man who succeeded 
Fillmore as minister of the Unity 
Society of Practical Christianity in 
1933, Dr. Ernest C. Wilson, recently 
recalled:

“His [Fillmore’s] Bible classes 
were workshops where he some
times worked out interpretations 
which were later published. How
ever, the usual order of presenta
tion reversed: he would read a 
Scriptural lesson aloud and then 
read his handwritten, if not pub
lished, interpretation to the 
class—in order to launch dis
cussion. Charles never claimed a 
divine revelation which was not 
available to all, but submitted his 
understanding of the Bible lesson 
to the class for their evaluation 
and judgment.”

Fillmore felt that the students’ expe
riences would help to determine the 
specifics of interpretation, thereby 
making their understanding both perso
nal and practical, as well as universal.

Fillmore offers a definition in the 
Dictionary preface: “By ‘metaphysical’ 
we refer to the inner or esoteric mean
ing of the name defined, as it applies to 
every unfolding individual and to his 
relation to God.” Fillmore declared 
that he received an understanding of 
what the characters of Scripture repre
sented (not etymological definitions of 
names) by opening his mind to com
pletely new revelations and interpreta
tions. In a 1939 interview, he told Dana 
Gatlin:

“Meditating on the inner mean
ing of the life of Jesus Christ, we 
find and gradually realize that it is 
much more than a mere history. It 
is an account of unfoldment— a 
revelation of spiritual principles— 
that is being perpetually carried 
on and evidenced in all life every
where. Gradually we perceive and 
understand and realize these eter
nal principles.”
A metaphysical or spiritual inter

pretation of Biblical literature regards 
its allegorical nature as of primary im
portance. Unity believes that if 
Scripture is intended for the enlighten
ment of man, and the development of 
his spiritual nature, the Scripture must 
have a special significance, of which 
historical narrative is the obvious part; 
studying the Bible with this view in 
mind opens additional avenues of per
sonal enrichment.

Fillmore’s method of interpretation 
is “ ... a revelation of spiritual princi
ples.” His insistence that all people can



read the Scriptures aloud or silently, 
meditate upon them, and metaphysi
cally interpret for themselves is another 
way of saying that moral ideals are 
attained “through the individual choice 
of what is best.” As Ernest Wilson 
recently stated:

“I think Mr. Fillmore felt his 
ideas were inspired, but they were 
gleaned from many sources— 
yoga, Christian Science, spiritual
ism, theosophy, etc.—as well as 
from his own subconscious. He 
always reserved the right to 
change his mind about his teach
ing. Certainly there are tenable 
interpretations besides those he 
gave. He would be the first to 
admit this.”
Fillmore explained that the purpose 

of The Metaphysical Bible Dictionary is 
to equip the student of metaphysics 
with a condensed version of “hidden 
mysteries,” to prompt him to further 
self-exploration and new personal dis
coveries for use amidst the incon
stancies of everyday life. He considered 
the Dictionary an epitome of the entire 
Unity viewpoint and teaching, con
cerned with the Bible not just as 
history, but with the inner interpreta
tion o f both Testaments.

Although Fillmore accepted the 
Bible’s worth as an historical docu
ment, he felt that needless debate cen
tered around trying to prove its histori
cal accuracy as well as to prove author
ship. He cherished the idea that what 
was really important was that the 
books of the Bible contain a message 
for the ages. A brief yet complete 
example of a scriptural message is ex
tracted from Fillm ore’s Mysteries o f 
Genesis:

“ ‘Gen. 3:21. And Jehovah 
God made for Adam and for his 
wife coats of skins, and clothed 
them.’ (A.S.V.)

“Man originally was connected 
with the warm currents of spiri
tual life, but when these currents 
were broken by thoughts of sepa
ration, he required protection 
from external invading thoughts, 
hence the ‘coats of skins.’ This 
need is evidenced by the other 
skin covering the sensitive nerves 
of our body and the danger of in
fection when this covering is 
broken. When a spiritual thought 
becomes supreme in conscious
ness the ‘coat of skins’ gives way 
to the manifestation of the spiri
tual body spoken of by Paul. Cor
ruptible flesh is the manifestation 
of corrupt ideas in mind. ‘Be ye 
transformed [changed from] by 
the renewing of your mind.’ ” 
Fillmore taught that the Bible repre

sents man’s spiritual evolution, not 
from beginning to end, but that in each 
story a particular phase of familiar life 
is revealed. The Bible relates mankind’s 
progression for a while and then its 
retrogression, all evolving toward the 
highest mental, moral, and spiritual 
thinking, represented in Scripture by 
the man Jesus.

A lthough Bible scholars have 
authenticated many Bible stories as 
factual, a Bible story is not just an inci
dent which occurred thousands of 
years ago; it is symbolic of an occur
rence that takes place for each person 
who is presently on the path of spiritual 
progress and evolution. Hence every 
phase of religious experience appears in 
the Bible, so that each person sees a



reflection of his own character in its 
varied expressions within the Bible.

Charles R. Fillmore, grandson of the 
F illm ores and president of Unity 
School, has the following to say about 
the Bible as a record of everyday expe
rience:

“Unity is an adventure because 
it makes our Holy Bible come 
vividly alive for us ... . The seem
ingly historical actions described 
in the Bible are going on in you 
and in me and in every other 
human being this very instant!

“Jesus Christ, the greatest char
acter in the Bible, represents 
man’s greatest characteristic, his 
spiritual nature. Every place in the 
Bible represents a state of mind, 
and every event represents a 
process now in operation in each 
of us here, today.”
Unity teaches that the Bible is not 

on ly m ore inspirational when its 
esoteric or metaphysical meaning is 
sought, but that its practical assistance 
to the followers o f the man Jesus is 
greatly increased. The “letter” of the 
Bible, either as history or as an advo
cate of ritualism, does man little good. 
The interpretation as it pertains to indi
vidual unfoldment, or “spirit” of the 
Bible, is the vital essence of the Truth 
the Bible teaches. As with other Unity 
theories, it is suggested to the student 
that he study with an open mind, 
accept what he can use immediately 
and then set the balance aside for later 
evaluation.

* * * *

Unity School of Christianity and the 
Unity Society of Practical Christianity 
in Kansas City are distinct organiza

tions, and have been since the turn of 
the century. Unity School is the larger 
organization, embodying numerous 
departments to minister to the spiritual 
needs o f peop le worldwide. The 
Society serves as the local Unity organi
zation, housed in a churchlike structure 
in Kansas City, and called “Unity 
Temple on the Plaza.”

There is also a distinction between 
Charles Fillmore, cofounder and first 
president of Unity School of Chris
tianity, and Charles Fillmore, minister 
of the local congregation in Kansas 
City. In the former capacity, he had a 
strong influence, both through his 
belief in the power of the spoken word 
and in his method of interpreting Scrip
ture; through the printed word, Fill
more influenced the lives of people 
around the world, and at home, 
through training classes; he also influ
enced the professional life of the 
licensed teachers and ordained minis
ters whom he taught personally. In the 
latter capacity, he was the minister 
from 1889 to 1933. Although retired as 
local minister in 1933, Fillmore re
mained as president of Unity School of 
Christianity until his death in 1948. 
During the fifteen years from the time 
of his retirement to his passing, Fill
more continued researching, writing, 
field-lecturing, and lecturing in summer 
sessions at Unity School.

In this study I have been concerned 
primarily with two teaching devices 
developed by Charles Fillmore and his 
co-workers for self-exploration: the 
concept of the spoken word, and meta
physical interpretation of the Bible. 
The metaphysical interpretation seems 
to be closely related to the intuitive



concepts o f reading aloud favored by 
such writers as Hiram Corson, as well as 
by some oral-interpretation teachers 
today.

In keeping with the Fillmore/Unity 
viewpoint, I emphasize that the nature 
of the questions one asks o f and about 
the Bible, as well as questions about the 
power of the spoken word, determines 
the nature of the answers one receives. 
Therefore, to receive appropriate (not 
to say right) answers, one must ask 
appropriate questions about the power 
of the spoken word and about personal 
understanding through Biblical inter
pretation. Fillmore/Unity systems and 
theories are indispensable to the Unity 
student, ordering thought and allowing 
the devotee to determine for himself 
what he believes.

Religious teachers and prophets have 
always prayed, and admonished their 
students to do likewise, but not all have 
taught a specific prayer method de
signed to effect tangible results such as 
healing, prosperity, harmony, and guid
ance. Fillmore was unique in teaching 
such a method, and through the con
tinuing service of the Silent Unity 
prayer ministry, and its spoken-word 
tradition of prayer, Unity continues to 
uplift the lives of those who contact 
that prayer ministry via mail, tele
grams, telephone, and in person, for 
help through prayer.
Further Related Studies

Since the earliest oral tradition of 
Scriptural literature became written 
literature, non-Christians and Chris
tians alike have sought to interpret and 
understand what had been written. 
Further studies of ways to interpret 
Scripture other than metaphysical, e.g..

exegetically and hermeneutically, are 
in order. So long as there are sacred 
writings and so long as there are people 
with an inherently religious nature, 
these studies will be made.

Unlike many religious leaders of his 
day, Fillmore believed that an appro
priate understanding of and belief in 
Scripture did not preclude embracing 
sc ien t if ic  research. In an address 
“Unity of Religion and Science,” 
which he gave at a meeting of the World 
Fellowship of Faiths in conjunction 
with the Century of Progress Exposi
tion in Chicago in 1933, Fillmore 
anticipated a harmony between reli
gion and science ultimately, and he laid 
major foundation stones for building a 
bridge between the two.

“ . . . the proved facts of scientific 
research and discovery have bit by 
bit broken down the wall of nar
row dogmatic assumptions reared 
by Christianity, and we are find
ing that we have, like the Pharisees 
of Jesus’ time, been making the 
dead letter of Scripture revelation 
take the place of the living 
Christ.”

Fillmore did not rest on static, un
changing doctrine, and through his 
system of interpretation he showed 
that the spirit of Scripture itself, in 
fact, was dynamically alive.

Scientists, experimenting with the 
power of the spoken word in recent 
years, are attempting to show a rela
tionship, not just to the human body, 
but to flowers, vegetables, and other 
plant life by speaking words such as 
hate and love. Recently Lawrence 
Pinneo designed a computer to read the 
human mind. In a report after several 
experim en ts with his brainchild’s



ability to detect the effect of speaking 
words silently or audibly, Pinneo, who 
is director of neurophysiology research 
at Stanford, said that “ . . . the mind
reading machine does better recog
nizing a spoken word than a silent 
thought.”

We need both religious and scientific 
studies, particu larly quantitative 
analyses o f the spoken-word phenome
non as it relates both to memory pat
terns of mankind, and to suggestibility 
of animate and inanimate entities.
An Ongoing Invitation

Fillmore taught that Jesus’ message 
was a living message, and Fillm ore’s stu
dents and teachers are determined to 
maintain that “living” quality about 
Jesus’ message by insisting, as Fillmore 
himself did, that even while accepting 
instruction as to methods of interpreta
tion, each student must interpret Scrip
ture for himself.

Like the Unity teachings themselves, 
I o ffe r  no final solutions. Unity 
attempts to point students to methods 
for receiving their own solutions and to

cJacing

induce continuing unfoldment, not to 
spoon-feed beliefs or solutions handed 
down from “on high” by a clerical 
hierarchy. Unity does not claim to be 
an easy religion to follow: in fact, with 
its insistence on self-discipline to 
induce personal growth, Unity is one of 
the most demanding regimens of spiri
tual unfoldment.

With spiritual unfoldment as their 
purpose, Unity students, teachers, and 
ministers are resolute that the Unity 
message will not atrophy by becoming 
a monument either to the man Jesus, or 
to the man Charles. Unity teachers and 
ministers today, like their mentor 
Charles Fillmore, issue an ongoing 
invitation to self-exploration through 
all the systems and theories which they 
teach. Unity leaders place considerable 
emphasis on the power that is man’s 
through his ability to change his perso
nal world with his spoken word, and to 
understand himself and his fellow men 
better through reinterpreting Scripture 
for himself. 0
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As if Nature keeps a timepiece 
Hidden deep within the earth,
Her summer costume gently yields 
To autumn’s gold rebirth. I

I once felt anger toward the fall 
For taking summer’s glee,
For changing into fiery boughs 
Her thriving greenery.

By Marjorie E. Lloyd

But painlessly the bluebird fled, 
And painlessly the rose 
Would send her petals to the wind 
To perfume summer’s close.

Then inwardly, I understood 
That changing brings no pain,
But seasons well the growing heart 
For more and better gain.



She Uses Divine Ideas

Mrs. Esther Ocloo, slight in physical 
stature but an extraordinary human 
being in terms o f spiritual devotion and 
business acumen, has an appointment 
every morning with God. The engage
ment is one she keeps willingly and 
lovingly, and she is convinced it has 
been responsible in large measure for 
her success as one of Africa’s leading 
women industrialists.

Mrs. Ocloo, president of the Ghana 
Manufacturers’ Association, was in the 
United States earlier this year to speak 
in Atlanta, to a gathering of American- 
African businessmen. While in this 
country she spent several days at Unity 
Village, where she renewed old friend
ships and made many new Unity 
friends. While here she was interviewed 
for UNITY Magazine by Peter L. Rhea,

and this article is based on that inter
view.

She has been a student of Unity since 
the 1950s. In the mid-sixties, she 
helped form Ghana’s first Unity study 
group.

Her business success story is inter
laced with failure and overcoming, 
despair and hope, sadness and happi
ness, and huge portions of prayer and 
perseverance. There were times when a 
lesser person would have given up; in 
fact, there was a time when many 
persons would not have started ... in 
1943.

The world was in the grip of a mighty 
war in that year and Africa was not im
mune to its impact. Many persons were 
jobless, and hunger and starvation were 
not uncommon in the city of Accra and



the surrounding countryside.
Esther had just finished college and 

in spite of the fact that she was well 
educated, especially for a woman at 
that time, she could not find a job. Cir
cumstances forced her to move in with 
relatives who could barely afford to 
care for themselves. She was virtually 
starving in this rather destitute situa
tion, until something happened that 
changed her life entirely.

That something was a gift of one 
dollar.

A
/ Vnother relative visited her and, see
ing her desperate life style, sympathet
ically gave her a dollar. The dollar isn’t 
much by present-day standards, but in 
the Africa of 1943 it was a sizable sum.

“Look,” Esther said to herself, “I 
have to do magic with this dollar. I 
must turn it into two dollars.”

A thought came to her, a thought she 
now recognizes as originating in a beau
tiful and prosperous divine idea. It was 
a simple idea, but it worked. “I’ll make 
and sell marmalade,” she decided.

She rushed off to the market place 
with her dollar and spent sixty cents on 
jars, sugar, and other ingredients neces
sary to boil the first batch of marma
lade. Two days later she returned to the 
market area with twelve jars of marma
lade, which she almost immediately 
sold for ten cents each. Magic! She had 
doubled her money.

In a state of excitement she dashed 
o f f  to the nearest restaurant and 
treated herself to a fine meal, her best 
one in many months. This feast behind 
her, moderation in all things took con
trol of her life again and she reinvested

her remaining money in more supplies 
and ingredients.

Within three months sales were so 
good it became necessary for her to hire 
a helper on a full-time basis. Still later, 
authorities at the college she had 
attended placed an order for one hun
dred pounds of marmalade a week, and 
Esther had to hire three more helpers. 
The college also had a part in her next 
major advancement in the food-pro- 
cessing business. The commander of 
the military forces in the area wanted 
to buy fruit juices and had no local sup
plier. The college, however, had a great 
many fruit trees. Since college authori
ties were forbidden by regulations to 
deal or trade with the military forces, 
Esther was made an agent for the fruit, 
and thus she added juice to her line of 
marmalades. The lucrative military 
contract enabled her within six years to 
make enough money to go to Great 
Britain for a year and a half to study 
large-scale cookery and food preserva
tion methods. Twice in later years she 
returned to Great Britain for additional 
training in food processing.

I n 1962 she built a factory about ten 
miles from Accra, where more than 
fifty workers help her today in the 
preparation of marmalades, orange 
juice, and a cream-of-palm soup base 
that is exported to Great Britain and 
the United States.

Mrs. Ocloo is convinced that Spirit 
has always worked through her and for 
her. She says miracles provided the 
money to build her factory and 
home . . . and a personal prayer chapel.

Before building the factory, Mrs.



O cloo was quite active in various 
women’s groups and also with food and 
nutrition organizations in her country. 
Her business skills had come to the 
attention of the president of Ghana, 
who one day talked with her. He dis
cussed her business with her and asked 
whether a loan she had sought earlier 
had been granted. She answered that it 
had not been. He told her to return the 
next day at 1 p.m. to see him. She did, 
and by 2 p.m. all the red tape had been 
cut and she received a loan of nine 
thousand pounds.

S,he prayerfully considered how to 
make best use of the money, and then 
decided to buy an acre of ground at 
very nominal cost in an industrial 
development area. The rest of the 
money was used to construct the 
factory, build a home for the Ocloos, 
and equip the factory with machinery.

One Sunday morning after her home 
was occupied and most of the factory 
was completed, she rested on a sofa and 
listened to a religious radio program. In 
a state of meditation she heard a voice 
telling her, “Build an altar . . . build an 
altar.” But the nine thousand pounds 
was gone. Where would the money 
come from for this new dream?

Within days she was asked to present 
a special radio program every week en
tit led “Woman’s Half-Hour.” The 
money from this new endeavor was ear
marked for her own special prayer 
chapel. Her husband built it for her, 
and it is there, every morning between 
5:45 and 6:15 a.m., that she keeps her 
appointment with the Father.

One morning she took a heavy 
burden with her into the chapel. A

short time earlier, after a coup against 
the leadership of the country’s govern
ment, she had been ousted from her 
appointed position as chairman of the 
National Food and Nutrition Board. 
When she returned to her factory, she 
found the business in a deep slump in 
spite of all the good efforts of her 
husband. Expenses of all kinds were 
constantly increasing, and the Ocloos 
were also finding educational expenses 
for their children to be a costly item. 
The factory was still a going concern, 
but the profit wasn’t what was needed.

As she entered the chapel that event
ful day, she read the affirmation in 
Daily Word and reread it many times: 
“God gives us enough to meet our 
needs and enough to share.” Suddenly 
she knew that all would be well. An
other divine idea was on the way. A few 
days later she opened her mind to the 
idea God was holding for her: get into 
the tie-dye business.

She used three dollars to buy some 
dye and six yards of material; within a 
few hours she finished dyeing the mate
rial and then she shaped it into a de
lightful little frock. Her next step was 
to invite fifty friends from her social 
circle to her home for tea and to “show 
off” the frock. The women loved it. 
One o f them offered her enough money 
to start a new business. This latest 
divine idea from God to Esther soon 
turned into a craft village, where all 
sorts of interesting handmade items 
were sold at a handsome profit.

M rs. Ocloo is quick to give God the 
credit for the many business successes 
in her life, and she is quick to add her 
praise for the Truths of Unity, too. She



first heard o f Unity as a child, but she 
says she didn’t take it seriously until
she met Rev. Ruth Hacking in Great 
Britain. When she returned from that 
country in the 1950s, she started a 
small Truth study group. Then, in the 
late 1960s, Rev. Robert Sikking, now 
executive director of the Association of 
Unity Churches, was invited to Ghana 
to help lay a solid foundation for the 
little band of Unity students. He spent 
a week there.

Because so many people travel on 
Sundays in Ghana, Mrs. Ocloo says her 
study group meets on Wednesday 
nights. Two lessons are on healing and 
the other two each month are on other 
Truth principles. The membership is 
growing rapidly and a lot of responsi
ble, well-meaning people are joining, 
she says.

“I think we have reached the stage 
where some sort of exchange program 
would do us a lot of good,” she sug
gests.

The likelihood is high that a new 
divine idea is on the way, and that it 
will make another of Esther O cloo’s 
dreams come true. The heart, mind, 
and soul of this remarkable woman 
surely will be open and receptive when 
the time is right. ©

Unity Churches, Centers, 
and Teachers

I f  y o u  w ou ld  like to kn ow  the loca tion  o f  
y ou r  nearest Unity church or center, and 
cannot find it listed  in y o u r  telephone 
directory, please write to  The A ssociation  
o f  Unity Churches, Unity Village, Mo. 
64065. They will be g lad to give y o u  any 
desired in form ation abou t Unity churches 
or classes in y ou r  vicinity.

PRAYER
POWER
Excerpts from letters to Silent Unity, 
quoted with permission of the writers

Healed through Prayers
Dear Silent Unity: 1 called you for prayer 
help for my husband. He was having choking 
spells and the last time it took over five hours 
to remove the piece o f food. X rays were 
taken and showed a growth near the opening 
into the stomach. We phoned Silent Unity for 
prayer help.

The next time X rays were taken, they 
showed less growth and further tests were 
ordered. When the surgeon and his assistant 
came to me later, they said they did not 
understand what had happened. They put my 
husband through an examination and founc 
nothing wrong, just a perfectly healthy man

We are so very grateful to Silent Unity foi 
praying with us. We have grown so much ir 
faith and understanding that we were able tc 
go through this experience without a doubt oi 
fear that the final verdict would be exactly a: 
the doctors found it to be.

We are so very grateful to you ai 
Unity. N e w  York.

“I Bless My Enemies”
Dear Silent Unity: I can’t begin to expres: 
my appreciation for your prayers. Not only 
has the situation at the office improved, but ii 
gave me the strength and desire to pray foi 
and bless those in the name o f Jesus Chrisi



who have made themselves my enemies.
I have known for months and months I had 

to do this, but alone I couldn’t bring myself to 
that point. Now, what a change in my heart 
and mind toward others! There may always be 
problems at that office, but now I can pray 
my way through each day and bless my fellow 
workers.

Thank you again, in the name o f our 
Jesus.— V.B., California.

She Walks Again!
Dear Friends at Unity: You took a young 
girl’s name into your prayer room a year ago. 
At that time it was thought she would never 
walk again following an automobile accident 
in which she received multiple leg injuries, a 
broken arm, and a concussion. The doctors 
feared she would never regain the use o f her 
legs.

About five months after that I sent you an 
article showing her on crutches. You wrote 
back saying you were confident that she 
would be healed and would walk without 
crutches. You were right!

M-- does not know that you were praying
for her, but God heard those prayers and 
healed her.—A.D., Connecticut.

Job Encouragement
Dear Silent Unity: I wrote to you asking for 
prayers for the new job I have undertaken. It 
requires accuracy and a great deal o f knowl
edge.

One day I left work early, feeling quite sick 
with the flu, and also very discouraged with 
my accomplishments.

Upon arriving home, I found in the mail an

To call for prayer help, phone (816) 
524-5104. (If you have an urgent need and 
have no means of paying for a call, dial our 
toll-free number: 800-821-2935.)
envelope from you and the pamphlet inside 
fairly leaped out at me. It said, “You Can Do
It.”

The next day I returned to work feeling 
much restored and refreshed, and found a 
definite change in my outlook toward my 
work.

There is still much to be accomplished, and 
I will need to constantly refresh myself by 
reviewing the literature you have sent me, but 
I do want to thank you for your prayers and 
let you know the force o f your prayers was 
felt in my life. God bless you.—D.S., Massa
chusetts.

Perfect Healing
Dear Friends: I am so grateful for your loving 
thoughts and prayers during the long hours 
and months o f recuperation from a double 
cataract operation on my eyes.

During both operations I felt G od’s holy 
presence near me and guiding the surgeons’ 
skilled hands. As the result I now have perfect 
sight in both eyes and drive my car every
where. I am so grateful for this perfect heal
ing.— D.G.F., Connecticut.

_____________J



Kaleidoscope
BY DOROTHY OVERTON

“IT WAS THE best of times, it was the 
worst of times . . .” These words writ
ten by Charles Dickens, opening his 
novel of the French revolution, “A Tale 
of Two Cities,” seem appropriate to 
our own era.

We in America live in the “best of 
times”—plentiful food, clothing, and 
shelter; sophisticated medical care; 
abundance of the luxuries of life, and 
leisure time in which to enjoy them. 
Never before in recorded history have 
so many people had so much.

Yet we also live in the “worst of 
times.” This century has seen two 
major wars and several minor ones, 
with the suffering and loss that accom
pany them. Our rapidly changing cul
ture puts stresses and strains on people 
that they often cannot tolerate without 
breakdown, either mental or physical 
or both. There are still pockets of 
poverty in this country, and there is 
mass starvation in some parts of the 
world. All humanity lives in greater or 
lesser awareness of the possibility of 
nuclear war.

Rapid change seems to be the key
note of our times. It is not unusual— 
indeed, it is the norm—for families to 
move every few years to a new location. 
The breadwinners change jobs, the chil

dren change schools, they all change 
friends and neighbors. And what 
effects do these changes have on the 
average individual? Studies have shown 
that major changes in a person’s life, 
whether the changes be considered 
“good” or “bad,” cause psychosomatic 
stress. An illness can follow a “good” 
change, such as a better job, as well as a 
“bad” change, such as the loss of a job.

Amid all this change, people seek 
almost desperately for something 
stable to hold on to. For one, stability 
may lie in a spouse; for another, a home 
or career or property may represent a 
solid base for living; for another, a 
child’s advancement in life may be 
where hope lies; or perhaps good health 
or pleasure-seeking or the dream of a 
home in the country may represent a 
base for others.

In actuality, most of us feel ambiva
lent toward change. We often seek 
changes which we classify as “good.” 
We like new gadgets, new pleasures, 
new excitements, new cars, new 
clothes. We attempt to avoid certain 
other changes which we call “bad.” We 
don’t want our health to change for the 
worse, we don’t want to lose our job, 
we don’t want a divorce, we don’t want 
our children to move far away, we 
don’t want to die. And so we wobble



emotionally back and forth, up and 
down, according to current happenings 
and whether they seem good or bad. 
Our mental and emotional states often 
appear to be out of our own control; we 
feel as if we are being helplessly jerked 
about by forces outside ourself. But 
does this have to be?

If we take the time mentally to dis
engage ourself from the activities of 
living, so that we can contemplate 
objectively, a glimmer of light seems to 
suggest that the very nature of the 
world is change. Can we even imagine a 
living world that is not constantly 
changing?

If the nature of the world is change, 
how can we avoid the stress, misery, 
and fear that change often brings us? 
The answer lies in our attitudes and 
beliefs. We have been conditioned from 
infancy to make ourself feel happy or 
miserable by judging some changes 
“good” and some changes “bad.” Rela
tively few persons have learned to stop 
their constant judging of events. They 
are usually persons who have in some 
way found where unchanging stability 
really lies . . . not in spouse, health, 
money, child, home, profession. The 
only real stability in this changing 
world is located right at the center o f 
our own being. We will never find per
manent stability (meaning, to most of 
us, lack of “bad” change) in the outer 
world. We can find it only in the very 
core of ourself.

The saints, sages, and scriptures of 
the world have tried for thousands of 
years to point out this truth to us. But 
until we are ripe for understanding it, 
the truth eludes us. Many of us are not 
ready to understand and accept until 
we have gone through great depths of



misery. In the desperation of despair, 
we may begin to open ourself to light 
and truth.

The Buddha said, “Come, look at 
this world, glittering like a royal 
chariot; the foolish are immersed in it, 
but the wise are not attached to it.” 
And he added, “All created things 
perish—he who knows and sees this is at 
peace though in a world of pain.”

In the ancient Bhagavad-Gita we find 
this insight: “All living creatures are led 
astray as soon as they are born, by the 
delusion that this relative world is real. 
This delusion arises from their own 
desire and hatred. But behind the mani
fest there is another Existence, which is 
eternal and changeless. A serene spirit 
accepts pleasure and pain with an even 
mind, and is unmoved by either.”

Spiritual giants tell us that “in him 
we live and move and have our being” 
and that our very body is the temple of 
the living God. God is eternal, change
less reality, and God is not far 
away . . . the kingdom of God is in the 
midst of you.”

When we find our emotional temper
ature bobbing up and down with the 
day’s events, we can bring to mind the 
calming words of Isaiah: “Thou dost 
keep him in perfect peace, whose mind 
is stayed on thee.”

Advice given by the sixteenth-cen
tury Spanish saint, Teresa of Avila, can 
be meaningful to us in the twentieth 
century. Teresa was no sheltered ideal
ist. She suffered severe illnesses, hun
ger, and persecutions by people resent
ful of her reform movement. Yet she 
wrote these words of wisdom for the 
nuns in her charge:

“Let nothing disturb thee,



Let nothing affright thee.
All things are passing,
But God never changeth;
Patience gains all;
Who hath God wanteth nothing.
Alone God sufficeth—alone.”

Not long before His crucifixion, 
Jesus said, “In the world you have 
tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have 
overcome the world.”

Such statements seem to be telling us 
that we should not allow the events of 
the outer world to disturb us, that we 
should remain serene through all 
things. Are we out of harmony with 
reality?

A modern yogi, Paramahansa Yoga- 
nanda, told his followers: “This life is a 
master novel, written by God, and man 
would go crazy if he tried to under
stand it by reason alone. The Lord 
intended us to view the dualistic scenes 
of life as He does Himself—the ever 
joyous Witness of a stupendous cosmic 
drama.”

David the Psalmist tells us, “This is 
the day which the Lord has made; let us 
rejoice and be glad in it.” He also says, 
“God is our refuge and strength . . . 
therefore we will not fear though the 
earth should change.”

God decided to stage this magnifi
cent drama of creation. He made it out 
of the only material available—Himself. 
Then He beheld it and saw that it was 
good. And God implanted His con
sciousness within us, right where He 
could get a multifaceted inside view of 
this marvelously intricate creation. 
God is love, and therefore His creation 
is a work of love, and we are the off
spring of love. Surely it is not God’s 
intention for us to suffer while partici

pating in His glorious creation. Our 
suffering stems from our own thought
lessness, wrong attitudes, and refusal to 
be guided by the indwelling Presence. 
The apostle Paul went through much 
greater hardships than most of us will 
ever experience, yet he could write to 
the Philippians, “I have learned, in 
whatever state I am, to be content.”

We are assured over and over again 
by spiritual masters that we are in God 
and that God is in us; that we should be 
joyous beholders of God’s magnificent 
creation, but not attached to it. (“Do 
not lay up for yourselves treasures on 
earth ... for where your treasure is, 
there will your heart be also.”)

We might compare the world to a 
gigantic, multidimensional, ever-revolv
ing kaleidoscope. The patterns it is 
forming this minute will re-form into 
new ones the next minute. Always 
turning, always changing, yet always 
permeated through with the presence 
of love and peace—God’s kaleidoscope 
is a thing of tremendous beauty and 
serene joy to those who see aright; to 
those who recognize God at the heart 
of everything and listen to His guid
ance; and to those whose attachment is 
to the Creator rather than to His cre
ation. 0

In the cosmic religious experience, 
the individual feels the vanity of human 
desires and aims, and the nobility and 
marvelous order revealed in nature and 
in the world of thought. He feels the 
individual destiny as an imprisonment 
and seeks to experience the totality of 
existence as a unity full of signifi
cance —A Ibert Einstein.



WE CAN NO longer deny the marvel of 
telepathy, because we have all met with 
at least a sample of it, even though we 
cannot explain it. We are surprised at its 
elastic possibilities, for we find it hap
pening somet imes  between close 
friends and sometimes between people 
far apart. We ask: “Do we receive the 
message that is sent to us, or do we our
self set the message in action? Must we 
ask before receiving it, or is it ready for 
us to receive before we think of ask
ing?”

Most of us conduct our affairs as well 
as we can, and we hardly ever try to 
stretch our imagination. However, 
when we face a problem that we don’t 
know how to solve, we yearn toward a

wider horizon and try to reach a higher 
wisdom. It is then that we experience a 
miracle of rescue. When that happens, 
in a tone of wonder we explode with a 
report to our friends: “My husband 
became well before morning!” or “The 
morning mail brought the exact 
amount of money I needed!” or “My 
friend found out that I hadn’t betrayed 
his confidence after all! ”

At such a moment, we are so well 
satisfied that we vow we shall never 
again “bother the angels”—until an
other sorrow outdistances our power 
and we feel forced to make another 
appeal. That is our own brand of telepa
thy, and whether or not it reaches over 
vast space we do not know. Maybe the



BY GLENN CLAIRMONTE

answer is nearer than hands and feet.
Often we are tempted to try to de

fine the process so as to be able to make 
use o f it later. We ask: “How did we 
find a solution so quickly? Was it be
cause we had to find it?” This is a 
normal question among the young as 
well as the old—and even among the in- 
betweens, too, especially if they are 
scientists looking for repeatable results.

Fervent discussions on how to over
take mysterious information are held at 
international conferences where schol
ars assemble to exert a collective in
quiry. Their enthusiasm can almost be 
felt, like velvet. But unfortunately, fre
quently at such events the discipline of 
the laboratory has dulled the novelty of

their ideas. In an effort to be logical 
they backstep by supposing, “The solu
tion may not be attainable after all.” 
That negative attitude doesn’t help 
much, as you can imagine.

On one such occasion Sir Alister 
Hardy, from his lofty status as profes
sor emeritus of Oxford University, 
attempted to renew hope. He reminded 
them, “In man’s long history there has 
been evidence of a belief in an extrasen
sory contact with a Power which 
appears to be greater than the indi
vidual himself.”

All the skeptics from many countries 
must have been horrified at such a 
daring statement. It came at a time 
when they were admitting that they



represented more technique than suc
cess. Their so-called “objective” studies 
were showing more distraction than 
conclusion, and it was important for 
them to find another path to travel. 
Was their concentration focused in the 
wrong direction? Why else had they not 
arrived at the right solution? Were they 
going around in a two-dimensional 
circle, and was it now indicated that 
they must invade the third (or fourth) 
dimension?

And then Sir Alister continued: 
“Telepathy is the transmission of 
whole patterns of thought—indepen
dent of words. That ought to be our 
point of departure. Let us now recog
nize this faculty of communication, 
not only on the human plane but actu
ally as a means of approaching the 
realm upon which we draw when we 
engage in prayer.”

Fancy dragging in mention o l prayer 
to a congregation of hard-boiled scien
tists! If this had been said by an un
known, it would have been labeled 
heresy, but Sir Alister was in a position 
to inspire respect.

One professor who follows the 
philosophy of Carl G. Jung imme
diately took the cue. He urged, “Let us 
reflect upon the psychic impetus of the 
field,” and he definitely encouraged his 
colleagues to invest their time upon

OPTIMISM

By Jerry Spinelli

Today I saw a worm with an apple 
around it.

more than they could see and touch.
“In making an effort to control what 

is by nature spontaneous activity,” he 
said, “maybe we are creating insoluble 
problems for ourselves. It may be a mis
take to ignore something that tran
scends what we know as matter. Let us 
examine parapsychological happenings 
more open-mindedly.”

Another scientist made this contri
bution: “Do our diligent tests in the 
laboratory actually cause the alleged 
phenomena to disappear?”

Other materialists then lined up with 
the hint that telepathy ought to be 
valued beyond our modest expecta
tions: “It may even have its seat in age- 
old prayer, inasmuch as it enables us to 
draw upon more than human assis
tance.”

Surely the assembly was now riddled 
with a new outlook. Their statistical 
charts, with clever curves upon them, 
were good on a two-dimensional level, 
but they had never supplied inspira
tion.

By now these scientists were be
guiled to “become as little children.” 
They had been depending upon intel- 
lectualism instead of upon heartwarm
ing. Charles Honorton once quoted a 
nineteenth-century writer as saying 
that a certain explanation of psychol
ogy seemed “so preposterously silly it 
could only have been proposed by very 
learned men who were themselves too 
confused to know what they were say
ing.” That problem could be avoided if 
they would court simplicity. It may 
only be necessary to accept the reve
lation of this planet—“decked with 
cloud and wind, rushing rivers and 
foaming seas, and the gorgeous finery 
of flora and fauna.” Doesn’t it tell us



more than can be extracted from, say, a 
two-mile-long machine that is now 
being erected in the hope of intercept
ing the theoretical quark? No wonder 
Sir Thomas Browne once declared, “It 
would be better to work according to 
the ordainer of order and the mystical 
mathematics of the city of heaven.”

If we want a sharper knowledge than 
our halting investigations provide, we 
shall have to respect the individual’s 
attempt to blend with what is better 
than his own highest self. This returns 
the aspiration of the parapsychologists 
to the individual, in whom it is fortified 
during the long extension of life from 
the amoeba to the human species. In 
turning away from the test tube we 
realize that the definition of religion is 
no longer “the cry of the oppressed.” It 
has now become “one of man’s most 
fundamental forms of existence, his 
sense of the holy that will never dis
appear.”

Only ignorance of inevitable nature 
has heretofore caused our failure to 
benefit by it. It does seem that before 
we can advance, we must be blocked 
sternly enough to discover that we are 
on a detour. Then only can we surren
der. When the situation seems to exer
cise great ingenuity against us, it makes 
us start over again. By necessity we stop 
relying on our limited perspective so 
that we may travel blithely along the 
more open road.

Once I was unwillingly jockeyed into 
making my home in beautiful Carmel- 
by-the-Sea, and it became a precious 
interlude. Why had I at first resisted it? 
After seven and a half years in Carmel, 
writing and editing and teaching, I had 
no intention of interrupting this idyl.

In fact, I staunchly declined certain 
suggestions that I make a change.

But suddenly my financial resources 
dwindled away, and my friend the land
lady (without consulting me) resorted 
to the law in an attempt to break my 
lease. Because o f previous experience I 
recognized all this as a signal of some 
sort, but I was not easily swung out of 
the pleasant rut.

The one thing that prompted me to 
pay attention was a realization that I 
was being stubborn. In order to dissolve 
the wall I had erected around myself, I 
contrived to take time to listen. Within 
a few minutes the warm atmosphere of 
meditation embraced me, and inside 
my skull I heard the words: “Go to 
New York. Go to New York.”

Having been born and reared in New 
York and having decided that for me it 
was more desirable to live in the West, I 
certainly did not want to return to the 
metropolis. In fact, it was the last thing 
I wanted to do. Although I had pur
posely taken this hour to ask for guid
ance, I was so full of self-will that I re
plied to the silent command with an 
excuse: “Oh, I can’t do that because I 
don’t have the fare.” For a person who 
had countless times secured money for 
worthy purposes by consciously draw
ing upon invisible bounty, this was the 
rankest kind of pretense, and I now 
wonder that I was dishonest enough to 
perpetrate it.

But the quiet instruction persisted, 
and no alibi could quell it. Therefore I 
accepted it and suddenly felt more than 
at peace; I felt stimulated. I packed my 
possessions and wrote the landlady, 
agreeing to let her have her house with
out a struggle. Although my liquid 
assets were nil, the telepathic initiative



that had alerted me left me without the 
slightest doubt that funds would be 
supplied at the proper time.

After nine o’clock that evening, I re
ceived a long-distance telephone call re
garding a rewrite job that had to be 
done at once and that would pay me 
well. On the date I had agreed to vacate 
the house, I flew to New York more 
than willingly—quite expectantly, as a 
matter o f fact. And there such a volume 
of unexpected editing and writing fell 
to my lot that I had no time to think of 
leaving New York ....

Until another seven and a half years 
had elapsed. Then all of a sudden I had 
a sense that this chapter too was 
finished—that there was something 
else, somewhere else, that had to be 
done. And that turned out to be so.

The reward was a return to my be
loved West Coast where again, in ways 
that I could not have foreseen, my 
literary services were in demand. I had 
by this time become convinced that 
S om eone had advance knowledge 
somewhere about what had to be done 
by me. I knew also that, in order to 
adjust to wherever I belonged at any 
particular time, I would have to make 
use of telepathy from outside my usual 
range.

I am a pronounced advocate of free 
will, and I rejoice that each of us can

choose the way to spend life. But some
times it is wise to overcome an auto
matic resistance to change. This can be 
done by listening to the still small voice 
whose advice reveals a prospect much 
to be preferred.

Two-way telepathy, across elements 
that we scarcely know, can do more 
than tell us who is telephoning before 
we pick up the receiver (as many of our 
friends claim); more than direct us to 
turn a corner in order to come face to 
face with a person we need to meet (as 
Mark Twain related). We can also re
ceive intimate instruction about how to 
fulfill some impersonal necessity, how 
to accomplish some unguessed task. 
First, the prayer we think of making is 
in response to a silent call; second, 
when we listen after praying we com
plete the connection.

This leads us into the most satisfying 
kind of happiness, and that is why, as 
one who has learned to practice it, I 
recommend the method to you.

In this way I am relating prayer to 
the use of telepathy, for the long reach 
of the mind is the only means by which 
we can touch the higher realm. Only in 
dedication to the right (regardless of 
personal bias), only in surrender to the 
wisdom beyond our own, can we find 
our release from limitation, and our 
ultimate contentment. 0

The method of Jesus was based on 
Truth, which is pure science. Science is 
the discovery of the operation of law; it 
invades great strongholds of ignorance; 
it expands the general knowledge of 
humanity and cannot conflict with 
religion in its true sense. Jesus was a 
great scientist living, as He did, in close

contact with the source of all knowl
edge, and His wisdom in using that 
knowledge made Him also a great 
philosopher. According to Jung, He is, 
“religion aside, the most perfect exam
ple of harmonized psychic activity the 
w orld has ever known.”—Richard 
Lynch;Know Thyself.



This is the ninth of a twelve-part series on the 
book of Revelation, based on dialogues 
between J. Sig Paulson and Ric Dickerson. 
Paulson is minister of Unity Village Chapel, 
where these dialogues were first presented. 
Dickerson did undergraduate work at the 
Universities of Kansas and Alabama, and this 

r year will receive his MD degree and his PhD 
degree in neuroanatomy.

BY j. SIG PAULSON AND RIC DICKERSON

THE HEAVENLY VISION

Paulson It is wonderful to discover 
that the book of Revelation describes a 
process that is taking place within each 
of us. We have been considering the 
letters to the churches, which contain 
specific instructions to various areas of 
our own consciousness. As we let these 
instructions unfold in us, we move into

a different state of awareness, a differ
ent state of consciousness.

The last part of the final letter states, 
“He who conquers, I will grant him to 
sit with me on my throne, as I myself 
conquered and sat down with my 
Father on his throne.” This is impor
tant to remember, because after we 
have worked industriously in con
sciousness, we are prepared to move 
into an even higher vision, the heavenly 
vision. There is something in our own



consciousness that can be described by 
the next words of Revelation: “After 
this I looked, and lo, in heaven an open 
door!” We work diligently in con
sciousness, and suddenly it is as if an
other door opens to us and we see 
something new.

Dickerson This is an experience 
that we have quite often in meditation. 
As the mind begins to move into the 
finer planes of existence, a door seems 
to open. The mind glides into some
thing that is like a completed state, an 
area of peace, and a great sense of com
fort and relaxation comes.

Paulson Evidence of this expe
rience can be found throughout meta
physical and spiritual literature. Some
how an individual’s mind opens—and 
his mouth closes at the same time. He 
becomes quiet. He experiences a silence 
from within; something begins to un
fold silently in his mind and heart.

Dickerson When thinking stops, 
thought stops, and the mind can tran
scend thinking and become silent.

Paulson We are learning that we 
can silence the mind, that we do not 
have to be thinking all the time. This 
state of non-thinking does not mean 
that we have lost our mind, but that our 
mind is open. We are perceiving and 
feeling.

Here is the heavenly vision contained 
in Revelation:

“And the first voice, which I had 
heard speaking to me like a trumpet, 
said, ‘Come up hither, and I will show 
you what must take place after this.’ At 
once I was in the Spirit, and lo, a throne 
stood in heaven, with one seated on the 
throne! And he who sat there appeared 
like jasper and camelian, and round the 
throne was a rainbow that looked like

an emerald. Round the throne were 
twenty-four thrones, and rested on the 
thrones were twenty-four elders, clad 
in white garments, with golden crowns 
upon their heads. From the throne 
issue flashes of lightning, and voices 
and peals of thunder, and before the 
throne bum seven torches of fire, 
which are the seven spirits of God; and 
before the throne there is as it were a 
sea of glass, like crystal.

“And round the throne, on each side 
of the throne, are four living creatures, 
full of eyes in front and behind: the 
first living creature like a lion, the 
second living creature like an ox, the 
third living creature with the face of a 
man, and the fourth living creature like 
a flying eagle. And the four living crea
tures, each of them with six wings, are 
full of eyes all round and within, and 
the day and night they never cease to 
sing,

‘Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God 
Almighty, 

who was and is and is to come!’
And whenever the living creatures give 
glory and honor and thanks to him who 
is seated on the throne, who lives for 
ever and ever, the twenty-four elders 
fall down before him who is seated on 
the throne and worship him who lives 
for ever and ever; they cast their crowns 
before the throne, singing,

‘Worthy art thou, our Lord and God, 
to receive glory and honor and 

power,
for thou didst create all things, 
and by thy will they existed and 

were created.’ ”
This seems to me one of the most 

important chapters in the entire book 
of Revelation, and therefore one of the 
most important steps in the revelation



process in the individual.
Dickerson Let’s begin with the 

part about the beasts, which is difficult 
but also quite valuable to our personal 
understanding. Let’s consider for a mo
ment what happens when we plant a 
seed. The seed begins to germinate, 
with no intention at first of producing 
fruit, with no intention of trying to 
beautify the environment. The seed is 
simply trying to get into the sun and to 
put down a root system so that it can 
grow. This seed is much like the seed 
that God has planted in each one of us. 
First these seeds desire to get into the 
sun, and once they are there, they begin 
to bear fruit.

The first beast that John saw was a 
lion, representing the most primitive 
elements of mind. There is something 
in us that is much like a lion, something 
that sees things in light of survival of 
the fittest. It believes that if we are 
strong and capable, then we win the 
food; if not, then we lose all we have. 
This is probably the first aspect of mind 
that develops. I can see this aspect in 
my own young sons as they grow up. I 
look like the king o f beasts to them 
now, and they are a little bit afraid 
when I begin to roar! At any rate, the 
lion symbolizes the aspect of mind that 
is born first.

The second element is the ox or calf. 
Mind has been aware on the lion’s 
level—the level o f “fight or flight,” as 
we call it—and after a time, it becomes 
aware of that part of itself that is much 
like a calf. A calf needs the earth and 
has a very simple relationship to its 
environment. It represents mind as it 
becomes aware of the aspect of its 
nature which centers around sleeping. 
It becomes aware that it sleeps. This is

the second aspect of mind to develop.
The third aspect of mind is the face 

of man. This is a beautiful aspect! As it 
begins to develop, the activity of ideas 
on the inside begins to be reflected to 
the outside. The link between us and 
our surroundings is our face, for we 
identify one another by our faces. This 
outer reflection is the third aspect to 
develop.

The final, most beautiful aspect of 
mind is the flying eagle. This symbol
izes the transcendent state. In the 
beginning, our feelings seem to fly 
around chaotically, but when they are 
perfected, they fly to the state nearest 
to God.

Paulson There is another way we 
could interpret these beasts. The lion 
might stand for the physical aspect of 
our being, which is very much in our 
consciousness. As Paul said, “If there is 
a physical body, there is also a spiritual 
body. . . . But it is not the spiritual 
which is first but the physical, and then 
the spiritual.”

Then we have the ox or calf, and this 
is perhaps the early feeling nature, the 
emotions. Most of us are emotional 
creatures, more so in certain states of 
mind than in others. Next comes the 
face of man, and this is the part of our 
consciousness that we show to the 
world; it is our intellect. This capacity 
to reason and to think is one of the 
chief characteristics of man. Some 
observers have said that it is his only 
distinction. Then there is the eagle 
which symbolizes the spiritual part of 
our nature, the part that is beginning to 
fly and to soar.

As we study the book of Revelation, 
our emphasis is determined by our 
nature. We start out with the physical,



which operates by observation, but as 
we continue, we become more reflec
tive and the spiritual aspect becomes 
paramount. This is what the process of 
revelation is all about.

Dickerson We are now beginning 
to see the first element, or alpha, of 
reflective thought, and our next step is 
to look for its goal, or omega. We are at 
the point when we can begin to chart 
our own course toward the ultimate 
outcome of the revelation. We can only 
go one way, and that is into unity. This 
may be upsetting to the temporal mind 
because it seems that everything is 
coming to an end, but that is not true at 
all. This apparent end is the goal of 
creation and has a very definite pur
pose. As we begin to approach this goal, 
then our fulfillment will come—a tre
mendous fulfillment wherein the whole 
earth will be full of the goodness of 
God. We have described the now, the 
alpha, and we are in the process of 
moving toward and creating the omega.

Paulson The past, present, and 
future are described beautifully in the 
words o f the revelator: “And round the 
throne, on each side of the throne, are 
four living creatures, full of eyes in 
front and behind.” This signifies that 
we are able to see the past and the 
future from the present. We are learn
ing to live in the now, which is really 
the only time there is. We tend to think 
of the now as a point in time, but it is 
not. It is always now. The now is the 
current or flow of eternity, and when 
we have evolved to the point in con
sciousness that the creatures within us 
have eyes in the front and eyes in the 
back, we begin to see and understand 
the past, the present, and the future— 
the wholeness of eternity. We wake up

to the now. As Paul tells us, now is the 
acceptable time, now is the hour of 
salvation. We are not stopped at a point 
in time, but can get caught up in the 
current that, as Emerson says, knows 
its way. This current knows where it 
has come from, it knows where it is, 
and it knows where it is going. Revela
tion also says that these creatures never 
stop singing, day or night. Thus, when 
we wake up to Truth, the body, heart, 
mind, and spirit singsongs of praise and 
gratitude constantly.

Dickerson As the mind becomes 
reflective, sees the goal of creation, and 
incorporates that into its underlying 
process, then the physical begins to 
worship the Creator. This is all it can 
do, and this is what it wants to do—this 
is what the lion and the calf and the 
face of man and the eagle want to do. 
All the elements of our being want to 
worship the Creator. They are just wait
ing for us to wake up and begin the 
revelation, and they respond imme
diately.

Paulson The revelator instructs, 
‘Come up hither, and I will show you 
what must take place after this,” that 
is, if we rise up in consciousness, we will 
see what will happen after we work 
mentally and emotionally in Truth, 
after we work with affirmations and 
denials. Something higher has to follow 
our work, and we can be lifted up to 
that point.

“At once I was in the Spirit, and lo, a 
throne stood in heaven, with one seated 
on the throne!” Now the Christ has 
said, “He who conquers, I will grant 
him to sit with me on my throne.” This 
figure that we see sitting on the throne 
is the Christ of our own being, our real 
Self, surrounded with precious stones



and a rainbow like an emerald. Also 
around the throne are twenty-four 
elders.

Dickerson There are many differ
ent interpretations of this reference, 
but one that I relate to very easily is 
that of the twelve cranial nerves that 
proceed from the brain.

If we lived back in Babylonian times 
and were asked about the location of 
our life center, we would probably 
respond, “I live in my liver.” We know 
from literature that the Babylonians 
believed that thought consciousness 
was organized around the liver.

If we lived in ancient Greece and 
were asked where we lived, we would 
point to our heart. The Greeks believed 
the heart to be the center of conscious
ness. They thought that the brain was a 
cooling system for the body.

Of course if I were to ask anyone 
today where the greatest concentration 
o f  th ough t activity in himself is 
located, he would probably point to his 
head and say, “Well, if I’m anywhere, 
I’m somewhere in here.”

We can think of the twenty-four 
elders as representing the channels for 
information coming from our sur
roundings to our center of conscious
ness, which we believe to be the brain.

The first cranial nerve carries the 
sense of smell and provides us with 
communication with the environment 
at the molecular level. The next nerve 
comes from the eyes, and this optic 
nerve puts us in touch with our environ
ment at the level of light. The third and 
fourth nerves are concerned with regu
lating eye movement. The fifth brings 
information from the face and takes 
information back to the muscles of 
mastication. The sixth is also con

nected with the eyes. The seventh car
ries information about facial expres
sion, and the eighth, hearing and 
balance. The ninth is connected with 
the back of the throat, and the tenth is 
a link with certain aspects of the entire 
body. We will be discussing this one in 
some depth. The eleventh is concerned 
with shoulder-shrugging, and the 
tw elfth  con n ects to the tongue 
muscles. There are corresponding 
nerves on each side of the brain—twelve 
on one side and twelve on the other— 
and the twenty-four elders can symbol
ize these twenty-four nerves on the 
physical level.

We are finding that the right and left 
halves of the brain operate entirely dif
ferently. It is as if one side has a com
pletely different program going than 
the other side—as if one were male and 
one female in operation. Each side re
flects a different train of thought, a 
different way of looking at creation. 
All this is going on within each indi
vidual person.

At another level, these twenty-four 
elders represent man’s twelve powers as 
described by Charles Fillmore. I feel 
that each of the powers has a male and a 
female component. For example, if we 
consider faith, we can see it as the per
ceiving power of the mind, which I see 
as the female aspect, and also as the 
ability to shape substance, which is the 
male aspect. Each of the powers seems 
to contain completely contradictory 
elements, but upon closer examination, 
we can see that the apparent opposites 
are merely two halves of the same coin. 
It is up to us to blend the differences 
harmoniously.

Paulson We might think also in 
terms of the conscious and subcon-



scious aspects of the twelve powers. 
There is a conscious aspect of faith, and 
there is an unconscious aspect. We can 
see this in ourself. We may take a very 
definite stand on something and then 
discover that we are not all that definite 
on the inside. If we get a bit of static 
from within, we are reminded of all the 
things we have fed into the subcon
scious before. As we progress through 
the book of Revelation, we will find 
thunder and lightning and earthshaking 
battles. These are indications of what 
goes on in our own consciousness as we 
try to change it.

Dickerson Some of these things 
that appear bloody and violent on the 
outside are actually gentle on the 
inside. The revelator used strong lan
guage to get our attention. Thunder 
and lightning, for example, describe 
very graphically the way the Creator 
creates from light and vibration. It is a 
very realistic description of a subtle 
process.

Paulson Sometimes we have to 
work hard in our own consciousness to 
get our real attention, especially when 
we are caught up in a situation with a 
lot of negative elements. Sometimes we 
have to hit our subconscious with a bolt 
of lightning and a crash of thunder to 
get it to recognize the truth.

The twenty-four elders are “clad in 
white garments, with golden crowns 
upon their heads.” This means that 
they have been cleansed, given author
ity, and are operating the way they 
were created to operate. We have these 
elements within us; they are part of our 
whole being, which includes the physi
cal, emotional, mental, and spiritual 
aspects of ourself. All these aspects are 
one and flow together—there is a unity

running through our whole being. The 
twenty-four elders are meant to wor
ship the true Self; this is their real func
tion. We can catch the vision of the 
twenty-four elders, the twelve powers 
of man, working on both the inside and 
the outside. These are our faith, our 
love, our wisdom, our understanding, 
our strength—all the wonderful facul
ties that belong to us. They must be 
brought into focus to worship the 
Christ.

Dickerson One of the first steps to 
bring them into focus is taken when the 
four creatures realize that it is not a 
dog-eat-dog world, even though it 
might appear that way to the senses. 
Then they reject all the false ideas that 
propagate the creature aspect and begin 
to worship God by singing, “Holy, 
holy, holy, is the Lord God Almighty.” 
As the creatures begin to realize this, 
the twenty-four elders fall down before 
the throne and throw their golden 
crowns before them. This action repre
sents returning everything to the 
Christ.

Also before the throne there is a “sea * 
of glass, like crystal.” This represents 
pure awareness, pure consciousness. 
This sea of glass underneath the throne 
is like the pure silence that supports all 
activity and contains all potential. 
Everything comes out of this omni
present potential, this silence, and 
everything is returning to this silence. 
The silence is like a sea of glass— 
absolutely peaceful, absolutely pure.

Paulson This infinite potential on 
the physical, mental, emotional, and * 
spiritual levels is what a new state of 
consciousness produces. This is what 
we are talking about: the new potential 
of each and every one of us, as we dis-



cover these powers within and begin to 
put them to work the way they are in
tended to work.

It is good for us to realize that there 
is an element within us that is worthy 
of worship. The commandment is not 
that you should love the Lord, the God 
of Jesus, but that you should love the 
Lord, your God. Since God is omni
present, that spiritual element must be 
present in us. The God we are to wor
ship is not in the sky, not in somebody 
else’s book, not in somebody else’s 
mind—He is within us. All the elements 
of our being are to worship Him.

The next chapter of Revelation goes 
on, “And I saw in the right hand of him 
who was seated on the throne a scroll 
written within and on the back, sealed 
with seven seals.”

Dickerson We have talked about 
the seven churches as activities within 
the physical body, and we know that 
the body is the temple of God. Perhaps 
this passage means that there is some
thing between us and the eternal real
ization, some activity that prevents us 
full knowing of this eternal fact. These 
seals may represent that little block 
between us and eternal realization.

Paulson We are told a bit later in 
Revelation that the heavens will be 
rolled up like a scroll and disappear. 
Perhaps this scroll with writing on it is 
the scroll by which we operate, that is, 
the present state of consciousness of 
humanity. It has all kinds of limitations 
written into it; it contains all our false 
beliefs and all our true beliefs. This is 
something we must consider: it is not 
enough to rid ourself of our false be
liefs; we must also discard the good 
beliefs that we have, in order for greater 
ones to come.

Dickerson This idea of the true 
and the false, the good and the bad, is 
linked to the “lion” level of being. The 
lion sees the world in these terms, and 
as everything he sees is either good or 
bad, his behavior is in tune with this 
distinction. He preserves what appears 
to be good to him, and wipes out what 
he sees as bad. This is the way we look 
at the world while we are in that state 
of consciousness, but as we pass into 
the heavenly vision we see the world in 
a different way. As our mind begins to 
perceive differently, the vagus nerve— 
the tenth cranial nerve that I men
tioned before—becomes very impor
tant. The vagus nerve is part of the para
sympathetic nervous system, a system 
that physiologists have not studied 
extensively up till this time. The 
sympathetic system regulates the fight- 
or-flight reaction, but now we are 
beginning to study another reaction 
which we might call “stay and play.” 
Instead of acting on a fight-or-flight 
basis, now we are understanding that 
we can face a situation and reap good 
benefits from it.

Paulson We are just becoming 
aware of this potential consciousness 
that is ever with us, and the vagus nerve 
seems to be important to our under
standing. It must somehow reflect the 
principle of unity.

Dickerson Vagus means “wander
ing,” and the vagus nerve wanders all 
over the body. It stimulates the diges
tive processes and facilitates healing. 
All medicine is designed to turn off the 
fight-or-flight mechanisms and to turn 
on the parasympathetic nervous system 
so that healing can come. In deep medi
tation, when we are feeling peaceful 
and are in touch with the inner king-



dom, the parasympathetic system is 
dominant. We can feel the kingdom 
moving through the parasympathetic 
system: the heart and respiration slow, 
peripheral blood vessels are dilated, and 
we feel comfortable and whole. This is 
truly the medicine of the future. We 
will learn to turn to this aspect of our 
being, because our world is not one of 
fight-or-flight decisions. There was a 
time when it was, but we have been able 
to control many of the devastating 
aspects of our surroundings. There was 
a time when sympathetic reactions 
were in our best interest; the Creator 
planned it that way. But now we are in 
a position where such reactions are not 
in our best interest. We are moving into 
a time when we can face everything 
calmly and operate from an expanded 
awareness that allows the judgment 
faculty to handle everything in a 
balanced, integrated manner.

Paulson A ren’t we finding a 
greater element of peace in the way we 
meet life now? We are not quite so 
upset by adverse situations as we were 
six months ago, and six months from 
now, we probably will be even more 
placid. There is a constantly moving 
process of revelation and unfoldment 
in each of us. There is an element in us

One of the most important steps in 
the whole [progress] of the soul is to 
wipe out the distinction between the 
secular and the sacred. The day you 
first realize that no longer, for you, is 
there any difference between the 
secular and the sacred, you will have 
come to realize also that everything 
which has any real existence is His ex
pression.—Em met Fox.

that is greater than anything we have 
ever been, and this gives us a good feel
ing. We are no longer the caterpillar 
struggling to become a butterfly; we 
know we are the butterfly, and even 
though we have to go through some 
more caterpillar stages, we know we 
will make it because of what we truly 
are. This realization brings a wonderful 
feeling of peace.

There is a story about two cater
pillars, crawling along the ground to
gether, who saw a butterfly flying over 
their heads. One caterpillar turned to 
the other and said, “You’ll never catch 
me flying around in one of those 
things.” Sometimes we have this same 
feeling. “You’ll never find me doing the 
things that Jesus did,” we may say. But 
we should not be so certain. He told us, 
“He who believes in me will also do the 
works that I do; and greater works than 
these will he do.” Aren’t we beginning 
to catch a glimpse of this? We are begin
ning to recognize the steps we are going 
through as part of a greater process. We 
shall be shedding our caterpillar skins 
soon.

Dickerson Our key to opening the 
seal of the scroll is the Christ level of 
awareness, and our present counterpart 
to this awareness is our childlike aspect, 
innocence of mind. This innocent 
quality seldom reasons things out; it 
just does. It is what allows us to learn. 
This quality may have been squelched 
in our educational process, but it will 
not be held down much longer. It will 
come forth and become one with what 
it desires to know about. The distance 
between the knower and the object of 
knowing shortens through the gentle 
pressure of the Christ in activity. 0 

(To be continued)



Yesterday I saw a miracle hanging in the 
air—

A single autumn leaf, in gypsy coloring, 
Whirling like a dervish above my head 
As I walked along the country road.

And though other sister leaves 
From a nearby tree fell circling in the 

dust,
This single leaf, wind-buffeted 
Upward, sideways, downward, hesitated, 
Poised as though to fall—then 
Swept again into a frenzied dance 
High above the ground.

I stopped, stock-still 
Mouth agape at this miracle; 
Then, stepping forward to leave, 
I turned again to say farewell 
To this tenacious leaf,
So loathe to leave the sky 
And join its sister leaves 
In their natural resting place.

I saw it then, glinting in the sun—
A single silken spider’s thread 

By Leah Sobel Hanging between two poles,
Holding the leaf at stem’s edge
High above the road, whirling in the wind.

Is there, then, so logical a source 
For each miracle we witness, bringing 

with it
The wonder and the beauty of one breath

less moment?



TODAY'S HIGH IS 
TOMORROW'S LOW

BY CHARLES LELLY

V__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ____________ J

I HAVE BEEN accused of not believing 
in the oneness of God, because I write 
so much about the duality of every
thing that exists.

It is true that my main concern is 
with reconciling some of the thousands 
of dualities I find everywhere. It is not 
true that I am not also concerned with 
the unity of all things—the oneness, the 
Source, or whatever you want to call 
God.

It is my observation, however, that 
even though we have a name for the 
Absolute One, we do not or cannot 
know (except for brief moments of 
knowing) what the One is. We are not 
certain that it is either completely with 
or without motion. Some describe this 
as high vibrations, or fine vibrations. If 
it were Absolute Silence, that would 
indicate no motion at all. The only way 
we are aware of anything, physical or 
mental, is by sensing motion. Thoughts 
are things, but things are capsules of

motion. Everything is either expanding 
or contracting. Motion produces sound 
and light, which in turn is form. It is 
extremely rare, if it is possible at all, for 
us to experience formlessness. Perhaps 
that is why it has always seemed natural 
for man to see God in his own image 
(image indicating form).

We are immersed in millions of 
capsules of motion. Each capsule has a 
life span, or cycle of existence. Within 
our own body such capsules are born, 
grow, and finally recede without our 
awareness. The obvious example is the 
blood cells, which are constantly being 
renewed or destroyed. Every cell in our 
body has a life span and is replaced 
upon death by another. The miracle of 
miracles is that in spite of this pervasive 
change, there remains a constancy of 
form which we call our body.

Even though we seek oneness, we 
usually experience duality, which is



really wave motion. A wave has a base 
line out of which it emerges (the wave 
can go above or below this center of 
motion). From this center it grows to a 
peak of maximum tension, in se
quences of time. It then reverses direc
tion, falls or recedes to the base line, 
and proceeds until it reaches maximum 
tension again below center, as we call 
it—the trough of the wave.

One may ask what has all this to do 
with our finding God within? Every
thing! Life consists of reconciling thou
sands upon thousands of wave actions 
(reconciling opposites) and exercising 
as much control as possible over those 
wave actions.

Today’s high is tom orrow’s low.
Our job in living is concerned pri

marily with keeping the action as close 
to the center as possible. Extreme 
motion (high peaks and low troughs) 
may be exciting, but they are also 
hazardous. Excesses in nature always 
precede disaster.

Another miracle of nature is that 
man is able to exercise some control 
over the many conflicting wave actions 
in which he is involved. He can control 
some, but not all. Some cycles are be
yond man’s ability to control (such as 
the birth, development, and eventual 
decay of our sun). I have never had 
much patience with those truth stu
dents who believe that they can change 
anything that exists merely by taking 
thought.

Manifest is the word! We are mani
fested by God action. We develop. We 
control those actions within our scope 
or ability. We accept and adjust to 
those forces beyond us, and experience 
awe at the entire process. ©
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THE IDEA To answer readers’ 
questions about anything 
related to increased spiritual 
understanding and deeper 
integrative growth. To discover 
not only what people are asking 
but what people are thinking 
about in the area of beliefs and 
practices in the world within 
and without. To help 
others—and—us in the spiritual 
search. To stimulate the search 
itself.

. . . with answers by 
MARCUS BACH

Dear Sir:
During the holiday season last 
Christmas the question came to me 
about the three Magi who followed 
the star to Bethlehem. Is there any 
record left by them in their own 
country as to their journey, or any 
influence shown on their own religion 
because they saw the Christ? Were 
there really three? I realize that the 
common people did not have access to 
books at that time, but I still am 
curious.

Aurelia Francis

Dear Aurelia Francis:
Gaspar, Melchior, and Balthasar! 

These names, applied to the Three 
Wise Men, have a romantic ring and 
we would all like to know more about 
their lives and their reports after they 
returned home, to say nothing about

the interesting speculations you raise 
in your letter.

It seems, however, that Gaspar, 
Melchior, and Balthasar are legendary 
names only in Western tradition. In 
Lyrian lore the three are referred to as 
L a r va nda d ,  H a rm ia d a s ,  and 
Gushnaseph. Other countries honor 
other names, and it is too bad that the 
gospel writers did not go into more 
detail to satisfy the curiosity of us 
twentieth-century Christians. Didn’t 
they know we would be asking, or 
d id n’t they care or hadn’t they 
divined that there would be Christmas 
creches all around the world, in
cluding in their cast of characters this 
remarkable trio of travelers?

There is no non-Biblical record that 
the Magi came home and reported on 
either the star or the manger Child. 
But in the cathedral of Cologne are



relics of the three so-called “kings,” 
and their bones are venerated by those 
who come there with a wish and a will 
to believe. Fact is, the Gospels do not 
refer to them as “kings” but the term 
"certainly sounds better in a song, than 
to say “we three men of the Orient 
are.”

It is not even verified that there 
were actually three. It is assumed 
there were because three gifts are 
mentioned, but some scholars insist 
there were twelve Magi, inasmuch as 
this was a mystical number in esoteric 
lore. But what would this do to our 
beautiful hymn, if the lines said, “We 
twelve kings o f Orient are”? Let’s 
•stick with three, which is also a mysti
cal number and has a good resonance.

But getting down to your serious 
question about the propagation of 
their faith when they returned to 
Babylon or Persia or wherever they 
came from, where books were at a 
premium, it seems to me that one of 
the true “miracles” of Christmas is 
and was the rapid internationalization 
.of the Christmas story. By word of 
mouth, through missionary journeys, 
through gossip and travel, the narra
tive grew and spread as if by pulsa
tions in the psychosphere, if not by 
divine design.

Theologically, we return to the 
number three. It is believed that the 
Three Wise Men symbolically present 
Jesus to the world as the new Moses, 
che new Israel, and universal wisdom, 
hopefully pointing to the eternal blue
print of “peace on earth, good will to 
men” in which all nations and rulers 
of nations shall one day join.

MB

Dear Dr. Bach:
Everything around here stops when the 
UNITY Magazine arrives so that I 
immediately read 1'Questions on the 
Quest. ” I would be interested in your 
opinion o f coma, and how it affects 
the soul making its transition. One 
metaphysical treatise says that fear o f 
death causes a psychological panic and 
the consciousness is lowered through 
a sense o f self-preservation and goes 
into a coma.

My sister recently died after being 
in a coma for six weeks. During that 
six-week period I was torn between 
praying for her physical healing and 
letting go and letting God. I felt she 
was one o f the “good guys” and had 
much to offer in this life. I would be 
interested in your thoughts on this 
situation.

Wanda E.F.

Dear Wanda:
It has always interested me that the 

word coma, which in one of its defi
nitions means “a state of profound 
insensibility caused by disease,” has 
another meaning, namely, “a blur of 
light from and partly around an image 
produced by a lens,” and still another 
definition in astronomy, which refers 
to a nebulous mass surrounding the 
nucleus of a comet.

All of which is by way of saying 
that definitions are limiting even when 
they seem expansive. When we say, 
“She was in a coma,” who knows 
what future research will reveal about 
the total definition of the experience? 
Did your sister sense her coma as a 
“profound insensibility” or as a hint 
o f “light”?

We may rest assured that whatever



the phenomenon, the soul is always 
above it or, at least, around it as an 
image, as surely as the butterfly is 
above the seemingly comatose state of 
the larval caterpillar.

The book you refer to says many 
things. The author indicates that the 
soul does not need to adhere to the 
laws and principles of the physical 
reality, and it does not rely upon 
physical perception. Its perceptivity is 
apart from physical events as we know 
them. Neither is the soul bound by 
time. It has its own “time” as it has its 
own field of perception.

Your ambivalence, whether to pray 
for a physical healing or for “letting 
go and letting God,” is interesting and 
understandable. We are all caught in 
situations of this kind. However, there 
is a paradox in praying which allows 
ambivalence without doing injury to 
faith. It is the “Thy will be done” 
type of prayer, and this in no way dis
avows positive praying. Instead, it 
reflects something deep, basic, and 
Christlike in human nature. The wish 
and the will inherent in all prayers are 
conditioned by our level of conscious
ness, but the ultimate answer to 
prayer is always in God’s jurisdiction.

From the tone and spirit of your 
letter, I have no doubt that your sister 
was indeed one of the “good guys,” 
and this being the case, we may 
expect that she has much to offer in 
this life even now. Here again we are 
limited by language and by under
standing. We say she “died” or made 
her “transition” or that she is now in 
the “world of spirit.” But we sense at 
a deeper level of awareness that her 
soul is at home in both worlds, and

that it is only because of our limita
tions that we speak of these worlds as 
if they were two instead of one.

MB

Dear Dr. Bach:
Should a Christian think much about 
sin, or does thinking about it only add 
to his religious hangups? Do you think 
much about it?

ME,

Dear ME!
We can get hung up on obsessive 

dwelling on sin and sinning, just as we 
can on too much thinking about righ
teousness or piety. My busy days do. 
not allow much time for sinning, now 
that I think about it, though your letter 
impels me to take an inventory! Sin, in 
my humble judgment, is an awareness 
of being less than our best and denying 
God the right of way in our life. It may 
also, at times, be a necessary encounter 
on the way to greater spiritual unfolck 
ment.

MB

Dear Marc:
Thank you and bless you for the 
wonderful reply to the pipe-smoking 
man in the February issue o f UNITY. I 
am eternally grateful. The one thing 
you said that hit me between the eyes 
was that the miserable habit would ~ 
give me up. At first I wondered how 
thiscould be, but since it has 
happened I understand.

I copied your answer and read it 
enough times to memorize it, since I 
give my copies away. I am most appre-



■iative o f  your question-and-answer 
•olumn.

M.L.

1 ear Dr. Bach:
Vhank you for explaining things to 
mokers. For years I came home from 
gatherings sick and nauseated. Now I 
ust stay away. The teachers' room 
eeked like a volcano and the library 
vould be full o f smoke.

M.R.B.

Tear Dr. Bach:
have a question that perhaps other 
parents o f young children face: how 
o introduce them to a healthy under- 
tanding o f God, Christ, Spirit. My 
•hildren are 2V2 and 4, but as o f  now 
hey have not been introduced to any 
oncept o f religion, not even God or 
Christ. As a child, I attended several 
hutday schools which left me very 
'■onfused and upset. Unity has helped 
ne to unlearn many o f these con
tusions o f youth. Now I find it impor- 
ant to introduce my children to God 
nd Christ and do not know how to 
pproach it. Can you give me some 
uggestions?

F.B.

Dear F.B.:
There is a Unity church in your city, 

fou read Unity material. You have 
jeen influenced and helped by Unity 
cachings. In the light of all this, my 
uggestion is obvious: tell your children 
/ou are going to have a glorious “next 
Sunday morning.” You have an in vita- 
ion to take them to a Unity center and 
Sunday school to see what it is all 
ibout.

You are going to find out what the 
youth of Unity have discovered in the 
way o f a living faith and how they learn 
and apply the teachings of Truth in 
their unfolding lives. While at the 
center, look over the Unity books and 
pamphlets. Be sure to pick up a copy of 
Wee Wisdom for the children. Get a 
copy of Daily Word. Begin using it. Let 
God express Himself freely and beauti
fully in your home through a natural 
involvement in the spiritual quest.

So do this immediately. Introduce 
yourself and your family to the Unity 
minister. I know him. He will be happy 
to see you. Tell him you would like to 
tell him what you told me, and that I 
told you to tell him.

Or, better still, tell him you think 
that the fullness of time has come for 
you and your family to investigate the 
Unity way of life. This must all be in 
divine order or you would not have 
written your letter to me in the first 
place!

Every blessing, 
MB

Dear Sir:
In your answer to a reader's question 
concerning the 1‘devil"(October issue), 
you recalled an incident at a church 
meeting where the topic under 
discussion concerned smoking in the 
church parlors. May I tell you that it 
was only after I nearly choked to 
death in a church meeting that signs 
were posted requesting members to 
refrain from smoking.

My physician advised me to avoid 
places where I would encounter this 
problem. This, however, would 
practically restrict me to my own



home, the church sanctuary, and my 
doctor's and dentist's offices! I am 
not quite sure how to pray about or 
handle this situation.

F.S.
Dear F.S.:

To smoke or not to smoke was the 
subject of many letters, and I was 
tempted to include more of them in 
this review. Another woman who 
signed her letter “A Homemaker” 
deplored the fact that she might have to 
move out o f her home because her hus
band smoked on the sly in his closed-up 
den.

It would be well to remember that 
part o f the function o f faith is power- 
power to meet situations be they 
smoke or smog, power to rise above 
phobias, allergies, and psychoses. 
Sometimes help is needed in these 
areas, but the power already in us to 
overcome these situations is one of the 
fruits o f the spiritual life. We must have 
the will to rise above circumstances 
before we can exercise the power to 
change them.

Statistics on smoking in America are 
confusing and complex, but there are 
some rather well-established indica
tions of trends on this tenth anniver-

EVERYONE IS

I am divinely guided and protected 
today. Nothing can hurt me or cause 
me to deviate from my true course. I 
know who I am, why I am here, and 
where I am going. My life has purpose 
and meaning. There is nothing I cannot 
do—nothing I cannot be—when I set a 
true course and follow it.

The Presence and the Power within 
me know what things I have need of

sary of the Surgeon General’s warnin 
of the dangerous hazards of “lightin 
up.” The AMA estimates that there ar 
thirty-four million Americans sensitiv 
to cigarette smoking. The lung associ* 
tion has discovered that eighty-fou 
percent of the cigarette smoke is re 
leased into the air and that a smoke 
filled room raises the carbon monoxid 
content above the maximum allowe< 
by the Federal Air Quality standard*

Here, again, it seems to me that whil 
legislation, regulation, and considei 
ation at various levels are necessary 
affirmations are also needed on the pai 
of individuals to rise above fear, angei 
panic, or other emotional reactio 
which is self-destructive. Only throug 
self-control can we be equipped fc 
institute corrective controls.

For whatever it is worth, the Amer 
can Lung Association assures us tha 
sixty-four percent of Americans ove 
the age of seventeen are nonsmoker* 
This may not be anything to bra 
about, but it is surely enough to pei 
suade us to get out and meet the worlc 
to devote ourself to our own physic* 
fitness, and to practice the principles o 
Truth that we profess. Let’s ligh 
up—with light! Ml

ON MY SIDE

before I ask. The infinite Intelligent 
needs me through which to express 
Nature wants me to be a success. Goi 
wants me to reach my destinatioi 
safely. Everyone is on my side. Every 
thing is in my favor. I attune my mine 
and heart to accept this truth. I am frei 
in my inner conviction that I an 
divinely guided and protected, now an( 
always.—Donald Curtis.
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HOLY 
SPIRIT 

HEALING

"HERE IS but one Source of being, 
Jod the Father. He is expressed in His 
Vord (the Son) and made manifest in 
lis personal representative, the Holy 
Ipirit.

In metaphysics we approach the 
"rinity and more readily realize its 
neaning by comparing the words 
father, Son, and Holy Spirit with 
nind, idea, and expression.

In every age where man has realized 
the perfection of the original essence of 
Being and has spoken forth that realiza
tion, the result has been a restoration of 
things to their inherent harmony and 
order through the activity of the Holy 
Spirit. Whoever realizes that God is the 
underlying, creative perfection and 
that man, the son, is His mouthpiece, 
has laid the foundation for performing



miracles of healing through the Holy 
Spirit.

The Holy Spirit is the interpreter of 
the Word (the Son) and the Word is the 
thing interpreted. They are omni
present and cannot be separated in 
Spirit nor in works. The Holy Spirit is 
the only authority ever recognized by 
Jesus, and whoever attempts to set 
forth His gospel from any other stand
point is in the letter and not the Spirit. 
No man can know what His doctrine is 
except he get it direct from this one and 
only custodian. It is not to come 
secondhand but each for himself must 
receive it from the Father in the name 
of the Son, Jesus Christ.

The Holy Spirit is God’s Word in 
action. To be filled with the Holy Spirit 
is to realize the activities of Spirit in 
individual consciousness. The quicken
ing of man’s soul by the Holy Spirit is 
peculiar to each individual and must be 
experienced to be understood.

When we discover in ourself a flow of 
thought that seems to have been 
evolved independently of the reasoning 
process, we are often puzzled about its 
origin and its safety as a guide. Some
times it seems like a distant voice, an 
echo of something that we have heard 
and forgotten. One should give atten
tion to this unusual and usually faint 
whisper of Spirit in man. It is the 
development in man of a greater capa
city to know himself and to understand 
the purpose of creation. The Bible gives 
many examples of the awakening of 
this brain of the heart, in seers, and in 
lawgivers, and in prophets. It is accred
ited as coming from the heart. It is well 
under such circumstances to go into the 
closet of prayer and to hold a thought

for light and understanding. This wi! 
set up new thought currents in mini 
and body and will make way for spir: 
tual illumination.

The Holy Spirit is the executiv 
power of both Father and Son carryin 
out the creative plan. It is the law o 
God in action. The Father is Principle 
The Son (the Word or God’s idea o 
man) is Principle revealed in a creativ 
plan. The Holy Spirit speaks to ever 
man, yes, searches, selects, reveals 
reproves, testifies, leads, comforts 
distributes to every man (“searche 
everything, even the depths of God”'

Go into the silence and realize Go* 
omnipresent. Know that the light o 
God-Mind is flowing into your mim 
and that you are entering into 
broader, deeper realization of th 
Father and your relation to Him. Nex 
declare that you are the Son, the livin 
Word of God, and that God’s Word i 
now being quickened in your cor 
sciousness, and flooding your who! 
being with light. Affirm:

“The light o f the Holy Spirit shine 
in my consciousness, and I see clearly.'

The Holy Spirit comes only to thosi 
who earnestly seek it. It is prayer, real 
ization in the upper room (state of higl 
spiritual aspiration), that brings thi 
Word of God into action, out of whicl 
illuminating, healing, prospering powe 
is poured into soul and body.

The Holy Spirit is the only authority 
ever recognized by Jesus, and whoeve 
attempts to set forth the gospel fron 
any other standpoint is in the letter an< 
not in the Spirit.

The healing statement that follows i 
recommended particularly to thosi 
who have depended upon tempora



remedies or persons for their healing. It 
will amplify and energize the healing 
idea to the point of omnipotence be
cause it recognizes all the healing 
potencies that faith has made substan
tial in the past and brings them all to a 
focal center in wholeness.

Realizing that you are in the pres- 
3nce o f God, affirm:

“The Holy Spirit life heals me, and I 
radiate health to everybody and every
thing. ”

Prosperity is the consciousness of 
God as the abundant, everywhere 
present Resource, unfailing, ready for 
everybody when they open themselves 
:o it through faith. It is a state of con
sciousness that knows God as the abso- 
ute Source of all good, as inexhaustible 
support and supply. “Those who seek 
she Lord lack no good thing.”

Realizing that you are functioning in 
God-Mind, affirm:
, “The Holy Spirit su bstance prospers 
Tie, and abundance is everywhere mani
fest.”

Each must handle his own thoughts 
md overcome them by aligning them 
with the harmony and order of divine 
thought. There is an infinite, omni- 
Dresent wisdom within us that will deal 
with these thoughts and guide us in 
naking the discrimination between the 
right and the wrong when we trust our
selves fully to its intelligence.

In the silence of your own inner 
chamber you can do a mighty work of 
Dower by daily denying belief in all 
>rror and affirming and meditating on 
these illuminating, healing, prospering 
prayers for the next month, allowing 
them to have full sway in your con
sciousness. 0

f  'Monthly ^

ILLUMINATION-Jesus said, “The king
dom of God is in the midst o f you.” When 
we turn our attention to God, the good, 
our mind makes contact with a realm of 
ideas very much above the level o f  our 
common thinking; and when we strike this 
mental stratosphere we are tremendously 
lifted up. We are guided and directed—we 
realize that we are the offspring o f God and 
come into sonship with Him when we 
acquaint ourself with His mind.

God is infinitely good. His wise, loving 
Spirit within me guides my every step.

HEALING— The divine seed at the center 
of man’s being contains all the possibilities 
of God, the good; around and about it are 
all the conditions necessary to its growth 
and full fruition, but it has freedom of 
choice. The cleansing, healing life flowing 
from the Father dissolves all adverse condi
tions and as the mind opens fully to the 
power o f God, complete healing is accom
plished.

God is infinitely good. His powerful 
healing Spirit within me is restoring me now.

PROSPERITY—Center your thought in 
God as your all-sufficiency and all-good. 
Center your will in His perfect will. His life, 
manifest in you as your life, is eternal and 
self-sustaining. Open every avenue in your 
life, thought, and service to the inflow of 
His good. Enjoy your present blessings and 
those that are added as you share with 
others, and know the joy o f perfect health 
and ample supply.

God is infinitely good. His all-providing

VSpirit within me prepares the way for
success and supply. y



t r a d e s
BY JABE TARTER

I AM GOING to tell you a story about 
Jesus and the work of faith, Truth, and 
prayer which is almost like fiction. It is 
a grand and wonderful thing when one 
can have something happen and then be 
able to look back at an apparently ad
verse happening and see the great bless
ings in it.

In 1963, I was working in my own 
college-trained field as a florist and 
design expert. I had been working in it 
since I left college, and I dearly loved 
the field. I was riding the crest, and on 
the way to the very top of my profes
sion. In the middle of February of that 
year, I was injured to the extent that 
five spinal operations failed to make me 
well enough to return to work. For five 
years, almost, it was a hand-to-mouth 
existence with little income. My in
come was less than two hundred dollars 
per month. Even in 1963, that was a 
small amount. For some reason, per

haps my inborn and trained faith, I 
never stopped looking on the brighter 
side of things. And in the period of idle
ness I studied, worked, prayed, and 
wrote to Silent Unity.

In 1967, I started attending the 
Unity center here, for the sole purpose 
o f  correcting my thinking. Under 
William Fischer and William Fletcher, a 
whole new way of life and thought 
patterns opened up to me.

It was in September of 1973, while I 
was talking to Mr. Fletcher, that I was 
given the idea (through faith) that I 
should do something with my life. I had 
been reading Dr. Cady’s book, How I 
Used Truth. I came across the words, 
“Most of us have an innate shrinking 
from saying, ‘Thy will be done.’ Be
cause of false teaching, and from asso
ciations, we have believed that this 
prayer, if answered, would take away 
from us all that gives us joy or happi-



ness.” It was such a struggle for me to 
“let go and let God.” But in the Unity 
parking lot, looking out over the ex
panse of lawn I suddenly just let go. I 
said: “Father, I have done all I know to 
do. Thy will be done in me. ”

On my way home there was a calm, 
the like of which I had never known in 
such situations. It was as though all my 
problems had been lifted and placed in 
the hands of the indwelling Christ. I 
was at peace.

When I reached home, even without 
thinking about it, I went to my room 
where my typewriter sat. I had been 
looking at the ads in the classified 
section of the daily paper, under 
Antiques, for some time. I sat down at 
the typewriter and composed a letter to 
the managing editor of the Akron 
Beacon-Journal, asking permission to 
write a column on antiques in the area. 
Each and every word was divinely in
spired; not one word came from my 
own mind.

I had one interview, after I had called 
William Fletcher to tell him what I had 
done. From the time I first applied, I 
flooded the newspaper with stories and 
articles about antiques, collectibles, 
and how history was made through an
tiques. I knew that the job was mine, 
even though the editors didn’t know it 
yet. There would actually have been no 
other direction for the editors to take: 
they were divinely guided by the in
dwelling Christ, the prayers of Silent 
Unity, and the thought forms from 
many whom I knew in Truth.

Finally the editors wrote me that 
they had decided to try the column. I 
had an interview with all the editors 
with whom I might be working, and the 
first copy with photographs was pre

sented. It was to run for one month, to 
see if it would be accepted.

After the second column appeared, 
the mail load coming to the editors and 
to me for answering was overwhelming. 
I was in! The column was to run for six 
months, and no salary was discussed. 
That, so far as I was concerned, was in 
God’s hands. I knew He was in charge.

In three weeks, the managing editor 
called me in to ask if he owed me any 
money. My answer was no. Everyone 
wants money for work, but I was still 
letting God handle things, refusing to 
take them into my own hands.

For five years I worked at the job, 
loving every minute. The executive 
editor told me that they were going to 
syndicate the column through the 
Knight newspapers. This was done, and 
we didn’t hear much of it for a long 
time. Then more and more papers, not 
connected with the Knight chain, kept 
subscribing to the column.

In 1975, the column is syndicated 
through almost one thousand news
papers. My mail comes from every state 
in America and from many foreign 
countries. It is almost an unheard-of 
thing in the newspaper world for a 
columnist to be syndicated in less than 
ten years.

Now I am able to look back on the 
dark days when I was first injured, and 
say “Thank You, God, for taking my 
life into Your own hands and guiding 
me in the paths You wanted me to go.” 
Through my own efforts, inspired by 
the indwelling Christ, and the work of 
the Father, coupled with perfect 
thought from Silent Unity and from 
my local ministers, the job was created 
out of nothing. I am so greatly and 
gloriously blessed that I would like to



tell the whole world.
I thought you might like to hear of 

the miracles in my life. There are still 
some infirmaties, but I am not crippled. 
And I can still know that if we will only 
let go and let God, divine order will rule 
in our affairs.
[The above report was written as a tes
timonial to Silent Unity. When we 
asked Mr. Tarter if we might reprint it 
for the benefit of UNITY Magazine 
readers, he replied as follows.]

You have my permission to use the 
letter about the changes in my life 
through the study and application of 
Truth principles. To me, and to some 
others, it is a miracle. Others think it is 
a fairy tale. But there is nothing untrue 
about the experience; it is all true, the 
result of Truth and the teachings there
of.

Many say I am just lucky. But luck 
had nothing to do with it. It was purely 
the creation of a position out of noth
ing, made manifest through the in
dwelling Christ.

In 1937, in Wichita Falls, Texas, a 
Mrs. Laning introduced me to Unity. 
That was before I had even finished col
lege. The application of Truth teach
ings has seen me through more chal
lenges than anything in the world could 
have. All of us should hold blessed the 
day Charles and Myrtle Fillmore began 
their practice of “mind over matter.” 
We need only pray, believing, and noth
ing in the universe can stop the flow of 
God’s laws for good. 0

By Jane Priest

Not force 
but flow 

Makes life go,
makes things grow 

Tall . . .

Force has
no lasting force,

At all.

Resisted 
it resists—

Stops dead.

Flow
as you go 

To get ahead.

The nature of the 
substance 

Aids,
Resistance fades: 
Life

takes you in . . .

As you begin 
to flow 

to grow 
In harmony—
You win!

Sadness is a wall between two gar
dens.— Kahlil Gibran.





It Begins with "D"
BY MARY ROWE

AFTER A VACATION in San Antonio, I was returning 
to Kansas City, driving alone. I made a late start, and at the end 
of a hot afternoon’s drive I had lost my way in the outskirts of 
Fort Worth. My car wasn’t working too well, and I was anxious 
and tired. I finally left the highway and turned into a service 
station. A young boy came to me to ask what I needed. All 
I could say was: “I want to go to the place beginning with D— 
and it isn’t Dallas!”

Needless to say, the boy was as confused as I at this 
point. He tried to be helpful, and suggested the town of 
Denton. I was not sure that was the place, but I settled for 
Denton, found myself a motel room, and relaxed for the rest 
of the evening. When I was sufficiently rested, and calm once 
again, I remembered the town I wanted to go to was Denison.

All the remainder of the journey I enjoyed the remembrance 
of that situation. It was funny to me, once the tiredness had 
gone and I was able to recall the boy’s startled face. But later, I 
thought how very unprepared I was for that journey. How 
indefinite I was about where I wanted to go—and because I was 
indefinite, no one, even with the best of intentions, could help 
me. After all, if I didn’t know where I wanted to go, how could 
anyone else know?

We have to be definite—and remember, that word also begins 
with “d.” We have to be aware of the direction we want to go. 
Too many o f us are willing to follow someone else’s direction— 
we wait to be told where to go, without having any clear idea of 
where we really want to go. And of course there will always be 
someone willing to tell us where we should be going, what we 
should be doing, and how we should be doing it.

When we leave it to someone else to tell us the direction we 
should be headed in our life, we usually end up where we started.



We follow one person’s guidance for awhile, and then perhaps 
switch to someone else’s notion of what is good for us—never 
really knowing if we are where we should be or not.

Have you ever asked a friend what he would really like to 
do, or where he would really like to go? And have you ever had 
the reply, “I’m not sure”? So often we are indefinite—and many 
of us live quite a few years before we find we are finally headed 
in the right direction. But we can always say: “I want to be of 
help in this universe. I want to be of help to my fellow men. I 
want to be a good channel for the activity of God.” We can be 
very definite about that—and we can be sure we will then be 
guided in just the right way to go.

If we are not fulfilled and happy where we are, doing what 
we are doing, then we can be definite in deciding to look for a 
change. We can be definite in knowing that there is a place where 
we can be serving in a way that is wonderfully rewarding to us, 
and we can be definite in knowing that as we seek an inner 
guidance from our own Christ Spirit, instead of looking to an 
outer source for advice, we shall find ourself directed to where 
we should be—not only for our own fulfillment but for the 
fulfillment of others, too.

If we have decided that there should be a change in our life, 
the next step we should take is to do our very best right where 
we are. We should pour into our present occupation or situation 
all our energy and skill and love—knowing that this is how we 
prepare ourself for the next step in our life. To be half-hearted 
in any occupation is to deny ourself, as well as those who are 
depending upon us. We should work with a will, and instead of 
saying, “Well, perhaps something will open up for me,” say, “I 
know, definitely, that God is guiding me now in my true 
direction.” No doubts, no indecision: we definitely believe that 
the way is opening for us.

Remember what Jesus told His disciples: “Let what you 
say be simply ‘Yes’ or ‘No’; anything more than this comes from 
evil.” He is saying, in effect, “Be definite.” Indecision comes 
from a wavering mind, a wavering faith—and to waver in faith 
is to be in error.

Your decision may be to “wait on the Lord.” Perhaps you 
do not know what move you should make in the outer, but you 
can say: “Yes, yes, Lord. I believe in You. I believe You will 
guide me. I know You will not leave me without counsel, 
without comfort, without direction. I definitely believe in the 
guidance of Your Spirit within me.”

Another story from the Bible illustrates our need to be



definite. “When he entered the house, the blind men came to 
him; and Jesus said to them, ‘Do you believe that I am able to 
do this?’ They said to him, ‘Yes, Lord.’ ” So simple! So direct!
So definite! They believed. “Then he touched their eyes, saying, 
‘According to your faith be it done to you.’ And their eyes were 
opened.”

Put yourself into this picture. You have a problem, and you 
meet with Jesus. You wouldn’t say, “Perhaps You can’t help me, 
bu t . . .” “Perhaps You won’t know how to show me, but . . .” 
This is not the way. We are asked to be definite in our asking.
We are asked to show our faith. We are asked to say, “Yes, Lord.
I believe You can heal me, prosper me, enlighten me.” Or we 
could say; “No, I do not believe this situation will overcome me.
I do not believe this appearance of ill health is permanent. I do 
not believe I will be without inspiration to handle this situation.”

How about the admonition, “Thou shalt not commit 
adultery”? What does adultery mean, according to our dictionary? 
“Adulterate: make lower in quality by adding 
inferior or impure materials.” When we adulterate our belief 
with unbelief, our faith with faithlessness, our decision with 
indecision, we have committed adultery—we are once again in 
error.

Let’s know the direction we want to go: toward realization 
of oneness with God. Jesus spoke definitely: “I and my Father 
are one.” We must learn to speak as directly, as definitely. We 
must know where we want to go. ©

DIVINE HEALING

In Unity, all healing is divine healing. There is no conflict 
between science and religion where each is built upon and 
involved in Truth. Unity admonishes the individual that if he 
puts himself into the doctor’s hands, he should have confidence 
in the doctor and cooperate with him. If a patient harbors 
antagonistic feelings against the doctor he may block the 
course of healing. Medicine, according to metaphysical teach
ing, is not merely a substance which produces a chemical 
reaction, it is a thought-complex which effects results accord
ing to the relationship prevailing between the mind of the 
physician, the patient, and all who are involved in the healing 
process —Marcus Bach; The Unity Way o f Life.



By Virginia Scott Miner

The world, too full of green, 
now slowly, roundly, dons 
its particolored clothes— 
gold, for which we are grateful 
and red. But for that red, 
that glorious shout of color, 
no words are bright enough 
to say how rich it is!



a c/a&tee
BY CONSTANCE J. FOSTER

This article,a favorite with Unity readers for many years, 
is here reprinted from “The Unity Treasure Chest.”
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I AM CONVINCED that every prayer we make is answer
ed. But sometimes we do not fully realize what we are 
really praying for. On our knees or in the secret quiet of 
our closet we ask God for abundance or love or health. 
When weeks pass and we still get only lack, continued 
loneliness and misunderstanding, or more illness, we cry 
out that God has not heard us. He has. He has not only 
heard us, but He has given us exactly what we asked for. 
The difficulty lies not in the answer, but in the fact that 
we asked amiss.

There is an old saying that goes: “Beware your wish, for 
you will most assuredly have it.” We might say the same 
thing of our prayers, for wishing is a form of prayer. We do 
not sufficiently understand the spiritual law governing 
prayer and its answer. We think of a wish or a prayer as 
something that is very unlikely to be granted unless we are 
exceptionally lucky.

Actually our wishes and prayers bring the most ines-
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capable results in the world. They are 
coming true constantly in our life and 
lur affairs. If you want to know what 
you have been praying for, just take a 
jjood look at the situation in which you 
find yourself as of this moment. It is 
;he answer to your real prayer. If you 
do not like what you have received, you 
:an stop blaming God for not hearing 
you and get busy changing your prayer. 
You can stop asking amiss.

God hears you all the time, you see, 
lo t just when you take time out to talk 
to Him. My friend Justine wonders why 
the larger home she has been praying 
for does not materialize. She does not 
realize that ten minutes spent in asking 
God for it does not cancel the seven or

eight hours a day she spends thinking, 
“Oh, dear, housing shortage—no place 
to be had—high rentals—what shall we
do?”

Repeat ing affirmations, whether 
about housing, health, or harmony, no 
matter how sincerely, will not wipe out 
the effect of the fears, worries, and 
doubts that crop up the rest of the 
time. For you cannot throw a switch 
that cuts God off from you and your 
thoughts. Many people seem to think 
that they can put through a direct call 
to Him when they choose and hang up 
the receiver the rest of the time. They 
are not aware that in Him we live and 
move and have our being and that no 
thought of ours is hidden from Him.



The answer we get is a perfect replica 
of our dominant thought pattern, for 
this indeed is our true prayer, and make 
no mistake—God hears it. The law is 
just and invariable, as undeviating as 
the law of gravity in the physical uni
verse. Apples do not fall “up” from 
trees. God does not answer the part- 
time thinking that we call prayer. He 
gives us back, by the inexorable law of 
His being, the outpicturing o f our own 
most sustained trend of thought. “As 
he [man] thinketh within himself, so is 
he.”

That is why it is so important that we 
keep our thoughts centered on the 
thing or condition or situation that we 
want rather than on what we do not 
want. We should be like the farmer who 
prayed for rain and then carried an 
umbrella to church. We should be like 
Jesus, who thanked the Father for hear
ing Him and answering His prayer even 
before He had made it. We should pray 
and then act as if we had already re
ceived what we prayed for, because we 
should truly believe the promise, “Ask, 
and it shall be given you.”

The making and keeping of the most 
vivid possible mental pictures of what 
you long to see come true in your life is 
an element of prayer that does not 
seem to be sufficiently realized. The 
imagination is a very important part of 
man’s mental equipment. Long before 
he could reason, weigh, and consider, 
he was capable of dreaming up visions. 
Everything that has ever been objec
tified, from the first wheel to a beauti
fully designed modern automobile, was 
first a mental image in som eone’s head. 
Nothing from a suspension bridge to a 
best-selling novel was ever created with
out imagination, the catching of the

glint of a dream. Later the ideas of 
inventors reach the blueprint stage and 
finally become material things that we 
can hear, see, touch, taste, and smell.

What has all this to do with prayer? 
Everything. The more steadfastly we 
hold to the desires of our heart the 
surer and swifter will be their outpic
turing in our affairs. Every good thing 
that we can ever ask or desire already 
exists as a reality in Spirit, but to bring 
it into manifestation we must have 
steadfast faith that what we perceive 
spiritually can be brought forth into 
physical manifestation. Prayer is the 
force that enables us to keep our faith 
steadfast.

I am convinced from my own expe
rience that when prayers are instantly 
answered, it is always due to the vivid
ness with which the pray-er is able to 
see himsel f  enjoying the blessing 
prayed for. If it is so real that he can 
smell, see, and taste it, believe and 
accept it, and give thanks for it, the 
answer follows immediately. We fool
ishly call such an answer a miracle. 
Actually it is simply the natural conse
quence of the operation of a higher 
spiritual law with which we are not 
generally acquainted as yet.

Let me recount just one such miracle 
in my own life, which happened when I 
was able to shake off all doubts and 
fears and build a mental picture of per
fection that was more real than the 
false one of appearances. Do you re
member that Jesus said, “Judge not 
according to appearance, but judge 
righteous judgment”?

My small son, exploring the kitchen 
cabinet, had discovered a box of whole 
cloves and promptly popped one into 
his mouth. At once he began to sputter



and choke on it, turning red in the face 
and gasping for breath. I swung him 
upside down, expecting that he would 
cough up the foreign object, but noth
ing happened except that he managed 
to get his breath again. The emergency 
passed, and I did not give it another 
thought, assuming that he must have 
swallowed the clove. Since it had 
rough, sharp edges I gave him a piece of 
bread to eat and some mashed potatoes 
for his supper.

A day or two later he developed a

brassy little cough that was quite 
troublesome, and I began to notice a 
distinct odor of cloves about his breath. 
I took him to the doctor who said that 
an X-ray would not show up a non- 
metallic object but that the child had 
probably inhaled the clove into his 
bronchial tubes or lungs. The condition 
grew worse, and the two-year-old’s 
sleep was considerably disturbed by the 
constant hacking. He began to look 
pale and rundown, and his appetite 
became steadily poorer.

What gift would you most like to give the children in your life? Self-esteem? 
Self-confidence? An openness to new experiences? Imaginative and creative 
activities? Good learning skills?

One of the ways you can help supply these keys to a happier and more 
successful life is through the gift of WEE WISDOM magazine. WEE WISDOM 
brings a child of elementary school age so much pleasure and joy in learning and 
at the same time gives you  the assurance that you have presented him with a 
positive force in his life.

Order your subscriptions today, and a gift announcement will be sent to each 
child on your list in time for Christmas. One year (ten issues) is just $4, 2 years 
$7, 3 years $10. (On all subscriptions sent to addresses other than Canada, the 
United States and its possessions, add $1 per subscription or year.)

WEE WISDOM Magazine Unity Village, Missouri 64065L -J



Finally the doctor said that arrange
ments must be made to take the baby 
to a hospital in Philadelphia, where the 
bronchoscope could be used to remove 
the clove. It would be a grueling expe
rience for my little boy, and I dreaded 
to have him subjected to the pain and 
fright.

I had been praying all along but with
out success. It is very hard to pray with 
faith, nothing doubting, when one is so 
concerned about a loved one and the 
immediate false appearance is so close 
that it warps perspective and assumes 
the proportions of the real.

But the night before the date set for 
our trip from North Carolina to 
Pennsylvania and the hospital ordeal, I 
sat down quietly in the room next to 
my little boy’s and prayed for his com
plete deliverance and healing. I don’t 
think I used any words at all; our 
Father knows what we have need of. I 
just put myself in a state of communion 
with the Spirit of perfection and all
good. Then I began to visualize my 
small son as I had seen him on so many 
occasions, happily digging in the gar
den. I could literally see the flashing 
blue of his overalls, the glint of the sun 
on his yellow curls, the laughing little 
face. I could smell the earth and the 
flowers. I could hear his chuckle when 
he found a fat earthworm.

It was this perfect child I claimed as 
the Father’s true and only manifesta
tion of love and harmony. Suddenly a 
feeling of deep peace washed over me, 
and all anxious concern for the morrow 
slipped away. I felt relaxed and at rest. I 
yawned, actually felt sleepy and ready 
for bed for the first time in days.

I was just slipping into bed when the 
sound of violent coughing came from

my child’s room. Instead of being tight 
and rasping this cough was violently 
explosive and spasmodic. I hurried to 
the child at once, turning on the light in 
the room. When I picked him up from 
the crib, there on the small pillow lay a 
black object that turned out to be the 
almost unrecognizable clove, now soft 
and swollen from long contact with 
moist tissues. The answer to my prayer 
had come in exactly the time it took me 
to brush my teeth and wash my face for 
the night—a matter of five or ten 
minutes at most.

Coincidence? No. A miracle? The 
answer again is no. The answer to 
prayer? Yes, an instantaneous answer. 
Why? I believe that what enabled the 
answer to be manifested immediately 
was the vividness of the picture I was 
able to make of the true perfection for 
which I was praying and the fact that I 
was able to enter into it so completely 
that for the fraction of a second it was 
indeed real.

When we do not get the answer we 
expect and desire it is only because we 
pray amiss. Without realizing it, we 
have through a belief in something false 
made our dominant prayer a negative 
one, and so we receive what we have 
asked for—more confusion and nega
tion.

Remember you cannot throw a 
switch that cuts God off. He hears you 
all the time, and He gives you what you 
ask for most consistently. If you do not 
like it, change the trend of your 
thought. “Be ye transformed,” as Paul 
says, “by the renewing of your mind.”

I can assure you that if your realiza
tion of perfection is vivid enough, noth
ing doubting, your faith will be re
warded instantly. ©





Unity has long been known as an educational movement, and 
Charles Fillmore, in addition to being one of its founders, was one of 
its great teachers. He knew that each student of Truth must learn at 
his own pace, and that "ultimately each man must find God for 
himself."

As Unity has grown, so has its outreach, first through the printed 
word (magazines, books, pamphlets, and leaflets), and later through 
the spoken word (radio and television). Now there is yet another 
"spoken word outreach," one that is made possible through the use 
of cassette tape recordings. The cassette puts you in touch with the 
actual words being spoken by some of Unity's most outstanding 
teachers . . . people whose names you have heard, people you may 
have seen, people whose works you have read.

To make it easy for you to buy tapes, and to let you know about 
new tapes as they become available, we have formed the Unity 
Cassette Club. The rules of the Club are simple. There is no member
ship fee. Advance notice of newly issued cassettes is sent via "The 
Unity Cassette Club Quarterly." You receive only the cassettes that 
you order. We ship only what (and when) you order. There is no 
minimum number to buy. The cassettes are available at a substantial 
price discount.

Cassettes add a new dimension to the study of Truth at home. 
You can supplement your reading, or your attendance at classes at 
Truth centers, with these inspiring and important tapes.

Join the Unity Cassette Club today by writing:

UNITY CASSETTE CLUB
Unity Village, Missouri 64065 
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7>efft’hs to tlje ’lu litoi
I just wanted to let you know what a great 

job you are doing.
I received my first UNITY as a gift from a 

fellow chiropractor with a note saying, 
“These people think like we do, read it.”

Every month some o f the very things we 
have been talking about are in your magazine.

We never know how far reaching something 
we may think, say, or do today will affect the 
lives o f millions tomorrow.—R.E.S., Alabama.

•

I never cease to marvel at Unity’s growth 
(how can it be otherwise when you never stop 
giving us that personalized loving touch).

Also, the color in this April edition is like a 
breath o f Spring.

You are wonderful, too! — R.S., Michigan.

I received my first issue o f UNITY Maga
zine as a gift from you in February o f  this 
year. I must say the articles are wonderful. I 
cannot mention fully what “Patterns o f Self- 
Unfoldment” is doing for me. Life has 
brought on a new meaning for me, and a lot of 
unanswered questions are now answered.

I attend the Unity center in Brooklyn, and 
am giving thanks to the Father for all con
cerned in finding this Christian awaken
ing.— L.M., New York.

Every month I look forward to receiving 
the UNITY Magazine. The articles are so help
ful and the lovely pictures on the covers and 
insides are really beautiful. Whoever is respon
sible for selecting the art work is really to be 
complimented. I also get the Daily Word and I 
find it equally nice.—P.S., Washington.

Your magazine is a capsule o f magnifi
cence.

It was sent to me as a gift, and I’ve had three 
months o f its riches.

I’m enclosing money for two subscriptions 
for others. Ah! What a blessed bar
gain!—D.L.M., Missouri.

I just had to write and let you know how I 
came about Finding your magazine. I sat my 
garbage out in the hall one evening for the 
trash man to pick up, and someone had just 
thrown away the April issue. I happened to 
see the word UNITY on the cover. I picked it 
up to glance through it, and I couldn’t put it 
down, so I brought it on in the house and read 
it from front to back. It was so inspiring and 
enlightening to my soul.

So I just had to send for a subscription. 
Please pray for me that I might become more 
thankful, and to continue looking up, and 
become more and more positive.—J.A.N., 
Ohio.



*Hook Mark
THE SONG OF CHRISTMAS, 
Christmas greeting booklet, 
1975; fifteen with envelopes, 
$3.00; each additional order of 
fifteen, $2.50. Unity School, 
Unity Village, Mo.

It seems that Unity outdoes itself 
with each succeeding greeting booklet! 
This y ear’s Christmas booklet of 
twenty-four pages is superb in content 
as well as artistic beauty.

Articles and poems by such well- 
known writers as Mildred N. Hoyer, 
Ruth Ikerman, R.H. Grenville, Pauline 
Havard, Eleanor Halbrook Zimmer
man, Martha Smock, and J. Sig Paul
son; and art and photograph by Dick 
Smith, Tony LaTona, and Ronald 
Harmon blend to produce the most 
beautiful Christmas offering thus far.

Mildred Hoyer sets the tone and high 
spirit of the booklet with the introduc
tory words: “It’s Christmastime again, 
that mystic season when everywhere 
people care, people share, people dare 
to love . . . and miracles happen.”

Ruth Ikerman writes a touching and 
beautiful article, “The Best Gift of 
All,” in which a father receives a simple 
handmade gift from his little girl who is 
cared for in a special school. The gift 
was sent “with love to Father.” Be

cause the gift represented her love and 
talent, it was supremely important to 
her father, “the best gift of all.” Some
thing of this father’s joy must be God’s 
when His earthly children learn to give 
themselves wholly and willingly to 
Him.

To make this the best Christmas of 
your life, Sig Paulson urges that you 
“let the Christmas spirit of joy, peace, 
and good will possess you; let God’s 
in fin ite love flow  through your 
thoughts, words, and acts to bless and 
inspire all mankind.”

The song of Christmas is a song of 
life, says Martha Smock. It is a secret 
song within each heart, for it is a song 
of renewal, a song of health, a song of 
power, a song of love, a song of joy , the 
song of life itself!

Beautiful poems, all illustrated, by 
R. H. Grenville, Pauline Havard, 
Rowena Cheney, Eleanor Halbrook 
Zimmerman, and others are among the 
best to be found anywhere.

One poet says of Christmas:
“Som eth in g magical, something 

wise,
Something alight in children’s eyes, 
Something lovely, kindly, and gay 
Blooms in our hearts on Christmas 

day.”
Christmas giving is as old as the cen

turies, yet Christmas itself always 
offers the promising gift of a challeng
ing new year, when our prayer should 
be: “Help us, Lord, to make it bright, 
to keep this priceless gift from Thee a 
sacred trust. Grant us, dear Lord, the 
ears to hear, the eyes to see beyond this 
moment. Let us seek the pathways 
paved with right, with good and faith, 
that we may yet achieve a world where 
peace and brotherhood prevail. Let 
every heart rejoice as fears and doubts 
are left behind, and we resolve to make 
this year a splendid one for all man
kind.”—Hugh R. Horne.



JMesseNQeR of Love
Unity’s 1975 Christmas Greeting Booklet
Hum a Christmas carol Listen for its echo
worshipful and sweet. in everyone you meet.

^ Sending THE SONG OF CHRISTMAS will put a carol in the heart of everyone who 
receives it, and will symbolize the special blessings of the Savior’s birth all year long.

THE SONG OF CHRISTMAS is a beautiful, twenty-four-page, full-color booklet with 
many lovely photographs and illustrations, uplifting, inspiring poetry, and prose that will 
'act as a messenger of the deepest of Christmas sentiments.

Order your Christmas greeting booklets today. A package of 15 booklets with indi
vidual envelopes is just S3. Each additional package is only $2.50. An assortment package 
*>f 5 copies each of THE SONG OF CHRISTMAS, Joy to the World, and Christmas Joy is 
available at the same price. Use the convenient order form on the flap.

UNmd
Unity Village, 
Missouri 64065
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